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Mx LorD, 


Is it is natural to have a 
fondneſs for what has coſt 

£58 us much time and atten- 
ion to produce, I hope your Grace 
ill forgive and endeavour to pre- 
erve this work from oblivion, by 
Vol. IV. © 4A © athxing 


|. 


your life, which are celebrated 


more agreeable images, and give 


ment than what can be found in 


. fence, to yourſelf, obſerve, that 


DEDICATION. 


affixing to it your | memorable 
name. 


I ſhall not hs preſume to- 
mention the illuſtrious paſſages of 


by the whole age, and have been 
the ſubject of the moſt ſublime 
pens; but if I could convey you 
to poſterity in your private cha- 
racter, and deſcribe the ſtature, 
the behaviour and aſpect of the 
Duke of Marlborough, I queſtion r. 
not but it would fill the reader withHN. 


him a more delightful entertain- 


the following, or any other book. 
One cannot indeed without of- 


you excel the reſt of mankind i 


the leaſt, as well as the greate!s 1 


en 


DEDICATION. 


ndowmwents. 1, Nor were it a cir- 
umſtance to be mentioned, if the 
graces and attractions of your per- 
ſon were not the only pre- eminence 
ou have above others, which is 
eft, almoſt, unobſerved by greater 
Writers. 

Yet how pleaſing would it be 
to thoſe who ſhall read the ſur- 
riſing revolutions in your ſtory, 
o be made acquainted with your 
ordinary life and deportment? 
How pleaſing would it be to hear 
hat the fame man, who had 
arried fire and ſword into the 


ountries of all that had oppoſed 


ok. he cauſe of liberty, and ſtruck a 
oi-Merror into the armies of France, 


ad, in the midſt of his high 
ation, a behaviour as gentle as 
s uſual in the firſt Reps towards 
A 2 greatnels ? 


Grace may make that reflexjool 


DEDICATION. 


greatneſs ? And if it were poſſible 
to expreſs that eaſy grandeur, 
which did at once perſuade and 
command; it would appear as 
clearly to thoſe to come, as it does 
to his contemporaries; that all the 
great events which were brought 
to paſs. under the conduct of ſo 
well-governed a ſpirit, were thei 
bleſſings of heaven upon wiſdom] 
and valour; and all which ſeem ad- 
verſe fell out by divine permiſſion, 
which we are not to ſearch into. 

| Yau: have paſſed that year of 
life wherein the moſt able and for- 
tunate captain, before your time, 
declared he had lived enough both 
to nature and to glory; and your 


with much more juſtice. Hef poke 
it after he had arrived at empire” 
y. | | by 


DEDICATION: 


dy an uſurpation upon thoſe whom 
Wc had enſlaved ; but the prince _ — 
df Mindlebeim may rejoice in a 
overeignty which was the gift of 
oesfſÞim whoſe dominions he had pre- 
the erved. 
Glory eſtabliſhed upon the un- 
Wnterrupted ſucceſs of honourable 
lefigns and actions is not ſubject 
o diminution; nor can any at- 
ad-Mcmpts prevail againſt it, but in 
on, Ihe proportion which the narrow 
ircuit of rumour bears to the un- 
imited extent of fame. 
We may congratulate your Grace 
Wot only upon your high atchiev- 
Wents, but likewiſe upon the hap- 
Wy expiration of your command, 
which your glory is put out of 
Mc power of fortune: And when 
our perſon ſhall be ſo too, that 
A 3 the 


_ 


DEDICATION. 

the author and diſpoſer of all things 
may place you in that higher 
manſion of bliſs and immortality 
which is prepared for good princes, 
lawgivers, and heroes, when Hr 
in His due time removes them 
from the envy of mankind, is the 
hearty prayer of, 


My Lord, 
A 2% Graces 


mot obedient, 


moſs devoted, 
| | bumble Servant, 


The SeECT ATOR! 


Se UTE TOLD 


THE 


V OL IV, 


TOR, 
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Erranti, paſſimgue oculos per cuncta ferenti. 
Virg. En. 2. ver. 570. 


Exploring ev'ry place with curious eyes. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


Am very ſorry to find by your diſcourſe upon the 
C [ eye, that you have not thoroughly ſtudied the na- 
© = ture and force of that part of a beauteous face. 
Had you ever been in love, you would have ſaid ten 
«© thouſand things, which. it ſeems did not occur to you: 
© Do but reflect upon the nonſenſe it makes men talk, 
the flames which it is faid to kindle, the tranſport it 
* raiſes, the dejection it cauſes in the braveſt men; and 
© if you do believe thoſe things are expreſſed to an ex- 
© trayagance, yet you will own, that the influence of 
it is very great which moves men to that extrava- 
gance. Certain it is, that the whole ſtrength of the. 
© mind is ſometimes ſeated there; that a kind look im- 
parts all, that a year's diſcourſe could give yom an one 
moment. What matters it what ſhe ſays to you. ſee 
Az 


— 
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how ſhe looks, is the language of all who know what 
© love is. When the mind is thus ſummed up and 


© expreſſed in a glance, did you never obſerve a ſud- 


den joy ariſe in the countenance of a lover? Did you 
© never 2 the attendance of years paid, over - paid in an 
s inflant? You a SPECTATOR, and not know that the 
intelligence of affection is carried on by the eye only; 
that good- breeding has made the tongue falſify the heart, 
and act a part of continual conftraint, while nature has 
* preſerved the eyes to herſelf, that ſhe may not pe diſ- 
* puiſed or miſrepreſented, The poor bride can give her 
hand, and ſay, Za», with alanguiſhing air, to the man fie 
is obliged by cruel parents to take for mercenary rea- 
© ſons, but at the ſame time ſhe cannot look as if ſhe 
loved; her eye is full of ſorrow, and reluctance fits in 
* a tear, while the offering of the ſacrifice is performed 
© in what we call the marriage ceremony, Do you never 
go to ꝓlays? Cannot yon diſtinguiſh between the eyes 
© of thoſe who go to ſee, from thoſe who come to be 
* (cen? Iam. a woman turned of thirty, and am on the 
* obſervation a little; therefore if you or your correſpon - 
dent had co ſulte> me in your diſcourſe. on the eye, I 
could have told you that theeye of Lecnora is ſhly watch- 
ful while it looks negligent; ſhe looks round her with- 
out the help of the as you ſpeak of, and yet ſeems 
to be employed on objects directly before. her This 
* eye 15 what affects chance-medley, and on a ſudden, as 
jf it attended to another thing, turns all its charms 
* apainft an ogler. The eye of Zu/itania is an inſtrument 
of premeditated murder; but the defign being viſible, 
© deftroys the execution of it; and with much more beau- 
* ty than that of Leonora, it is not half ſo miſchievous. 
 * There is a brave ſoldier's daughter in town, that by her 
© eye has been the death of more than ever her father 
made fly before bim. A beautiful eye makes ſilence 
eloquent, a kind eye makes contradiction an aſſent, an 


© enraged eye makes beauty deformed. This little 


© member gives life to every other part about us, and L 
© believe the ſtory of Argus implies no more than that the 
eye is in every part, that is to ſay, every other part 
would be metilated, were not its force repreſented more 


4. dy 


mw 
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by the eye than even by itſelf. But this is heathen 
© Greek to thoſe who have not converſed by glances. This 
Sir, is a language in which there can be no deceit, nor 
* can a {kilful obſerver be impoſed upon by looks even 
among / politicians and courtiers. If you do me the 
* honour to print this among your ſpeculations, I ſhall 
in my next make you a preſent of ſecret hiſtory, by 
* tranſlating all the looks of the next aſſembly of Ladies 
and Gentlemen into words, to adorn ſome future paper. 


J am, 
SIX, 
your faithful friend, 
; Mary Heartfree. 
Dear Mr. SPECTATOR, | 
I Havea fot ofa huſband that lives a very ſcandalous 
Y I life, and waſtes away his body and fortune in debau- 
* cheries ; and is immoveable to all the arguments I can 
* urge to him. I would gladly know whether in ſome 
. cafe a cudgel may not be allowed as a good figure of 
* ſpeech, and whether it may not be lawfally aſed by a 
female orator, 


Teur humble ſervant, 
Barbara Crabtree. 
Mr. Spreraroz, 
0 Hough amapraQtitioner in the law of ſome ſtand- 
a ing, and have heard many eminent. pleaders in 


my time, as well as other eloquent ſpeakers of both uni- 
verſities, yet I agree with you, that women are better 
s qualified toſucceed in oratory than the men, and believe 
* this is to be reſolved into natural cauſes. You have 
* mentionedonly the volubility of their tongue; but what 
do you think of the ſilent flattery of their pretty faces, 
* and the perſuaſion which even an infipid diſcourſe car- 
* ries with 1t when flowing from beautiful lips, to which 
it would be cruel to deny any thing? It is certain too, 
* thatthey are poſſeſſed of ſome ſpringsof rhetorick which 
* men want, ſuch as tears, fainting fits, and the like, 
* which I have ſeen employed upon occaſion with good 
* ſucceſs. You muſt know I am a plain man and love my 
* money ; yet | have a ſpouſewho is ſo great an oratorin 


A 0 this 
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„this way, that ſhe draws from me what ſums ſhe pleaſes. 
every room in my houſe is furniſhed with trophies of 
her eloquence, rich cabinets,” piles of China, Japan 
ſcreens, and coſtly jars; and if you were to come into my 
great parlour, you would fancy yourſelf in an India 
warehouſe: Beſides this ſhe keeps a ſquirrel, and I 
am doubly taxed to pay for the China he breaks. 
She is ſeized with periodical fits about the time of the 
ſubſcriptions to a new opera and 1s drowned in tears 
after having ſeen any woman there in finer cloaths 
than herſelf : Theſe are arts of perſuaſion purely femi- 
nine, and which a tender heart cannot reſiſt. What 
I would therefore deſire of you, is, to prevail with your 
friend who has promiſed to diſſect a female tongue, 
that he would at the ſame time give us the anatomy of 
a female eye, and explain the ſprings and ſluices which 
feed it with ſuch ready ſupplies of moiſture ; and like- 
wiſe ſhew by what means, if poſlible, they may be 
ſtopped at a. reaſonable. expence ; Or, indeed, ſince 
there is ſomething ſo moving in the very image of 
weeping beauty, 1t would be worthy his art to provide, 
that theſe eloquent drops may no more be laviſhed on 
trifles, or employed as ſervants to their wayward wills; 
but reſerved for ſerious occaſions in life, to adorn ge- 
nerous pity, true penitence, or real ſorrow. 
Jam, &Cc. 
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Indignor quicquam reprehendi, non quia crafſe 
Compoſitum, illepid. ue putetur, ſed quia nuper. 

| r. Ep. 2. lib. 1. ver. 75. 
I loſe my E and I own ĩt too, | 
Whenworks are cenſur'd, not as bad, but new. Por x. 


IHE RE is nothing which more denotes a great 

b mind, than the abhorrence of envy and detraction. 

This paſſion reigns more among bad poets, than 

among any other ſet of men. * 
* . 7 
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As there are none more ambitious of fame, than thoſe 
who are converſant in poetry, it is very natural for ſach 
as have not ſucceeded in it to depreciate the works of 
thoſe who have, For ſince they cannot raiſe themſelves 
to the reputation of their fellow-writers, they muſt en- 
deavour to fink it to their own pitch, if they would ſtill 
keep themſelves upon a level with them. eL 

The greateſt wits that ever were produced in one age, 
lived together in ſo good an underſtanding, and celebrated 
one another with ſo much generoſity, that each of them 
receives an additional luſtre from his contemporaries, and 
is more famous for having lived with men of ſoextraordi- 
nary a genius, than if he had himſelf been the ſole won- 
der of the age. 1 need not tell my reader, that | here 
point at the reign of Auguſtus, and I believe he will be 
of my opinion, that neither Virgil nor Horace would 
have gained fo great a reputation in the world, had they 
not been the friends and admirers of each other. Indeed 
all the great writers of that age, for whom ſingly we 
have ſo great an eſteem, ſtand up together as vouchers 


de, for one another's reputation. But at the ſame time that 
on Vigil was celebrated by Gallus, Propertius, Horace, 
ls; Varius, Tucca and Ovid, we know that Bawius and 
ze Mævius were his declared foes and calumniators. 


In our own country a man ſeldom ſets up for a poet, 
without attacking the reputation of all his brothers'in 
the art, The ignorance of the moderns, the ſcribblers 
of the age, the decay of poetry, are the topicks' of de- 
ration with which he makes his entrance into the world: 
But how much more noble is the fame that is built on 
andour and ingenuity, according to thoſe beautiful lines 
df dir John Denham, in his poem on Fletcher's works! 


But whither am I firay'd ? I need not raiſe 


5. T rophies to thee from other mens diſpraiſe : 
Nor is thy fame on lefſer ruins built, 
K. Nor needs thy juſter title the foul guilt 
Of Eaftern Kings, who, to ſecure their reign, 
at Muſt have their brothers, ſons, and kindred flain. 
n. | 
Lam. ſorry to find that an author, who is very juſtly 


ſeemed among the beſt judges, has admitted ſome ſtrokes 
| | cf 


» 
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of this nature into a very fine poem; I mean The dr? of 
Criticiſin, which was publiſhed ſome months ſince, and is a 
maſter- piece in its kind. The obſervations follow one 
another like theſe in Horace's Art of Poetry, without that 
methodical regularity which would have been requiſite 
in a proſe author. They are ſome of them uncommon, 
but —_— — mow muſt aſſent to, when he fees them 
explained with thateleganceand icuity in which the 

is > — As for thoſe — moſt — 
and the moſt received, they are placed in ſo beautiful a 
light, and illuſtrated with fuch apt allufions, that they 
have in them al the graces of novelty, and make the 
reader, who was before acquainted with them, ſtill more 
convinced of their truth and ſolidity. And here give me 
leave to mention what Monfieur Roileau has fo very well 
enlarged upon in the preface to his works, that wit 
and fine writing do not conſiſt fo much in advancing 
things that are new, as in giving things that are known 
an agreeable turn. It is impoſſible for us, who live in 
the latter ages of the world, to make obſevations in cri- 
ticiſm, morality, or m any art or ſcience, which have not 
been touched upon by others. We have little elſe left 
us, but to repreſent the common ſenſe of mankind in 
more ſtrong, more beautiful. or more uncommon lights. 
If a reader examines Hurace' s Art of Pacrry, he will find 
but very few precepts in it, which he may not meet 
with in Ariſtotle, and which were PIX known 


by all the poets of the Auguſfan age His way of ex- 
preſſing and applying them, not hi invention of them, 
is what we are chiefly to admire. . 

For this reaſon I think there is nothing in the world fo 
tireſome as the works of thoſe criticks who write in a po- 
ſitive dogmatick way, withouteither language, genius, or 
imagination. If the reader would fee how the beſt of 
the Latin criticks writ, he may find their manner very 
beautifully deſcribed in the characters of Horace, Petro- 
nius, Quintilian, and Longinus, as they are drawn in the 
eſſay of which | am now ſpeaking. | 

Since have mentioned Longinus, who in his reflexions 
has given us the ſame kind of ſublime, which he obſerves 

in the ſeveral paſſages that occaſioned them; I cannot * 
2 take 


* 253 PAESPECTATOR 15 


ake notice, that our Fnghfo Author has after the ſame 
manner exemplifiad ſeveral of his precepts in the very pre- 
epts themſelves. I ſhall produce two or three inftances 
of this kind. Speaking of the inſipid ſmoothneſs which 
ſome readers are ſo much in love with, he has the fol- 
lowing verſes, 1 
Theſe Equal Syllables alone require, 

Tho' oft the ear the open vowels tire, 

While expletives their feeble aid do join, 

And ten low wards oft creep in one dull line. 


The gaping of the vowels in the ſecond line, the exple- 
tive do in the third, and the ten monoſyllables in the 
fourth, give ſuch a beauty to this paſſage, as would have 
been very much admired in an ancient poet. I he reader 
may obſerve the following lines in the ſame view. 


A needlefs Alexandrine ends the ſang, 
That like a wounded ſnake drags its [low length along. 


And afterwards, 


"Ts not enough no harſhne/5 gives offence, 

The found ruff ſtem an echo to the ſenſe, 

Soft is the train when Zephyr gently blows, 

And the ſmooth ſtream in fmoother numbers foot; 
But when leud ſurges laſh the ſounding ſhore, 

Tie hoarſe rough verſe foox'd like the torrent rere. 
When Ajax ftrives ſome rocks vaſt weight to throw, 
The line tea labours, aud the wards move flow; 

Not fo, when fwift Camilla ſcours the plain, 

Flies ver th' unbenting corn, and ftims along the main, 


The beautiful diſtich upon ax in the foregoing lines 
puts mein mind of a deſcription in Homer's odyſſey, which 
none of the criticks have taken notice of. It is where 
S;/yphus is repreſented lifting his ſtone up the hill, which 
is no ſooner carried to the top of it, but it immediately 
tumbles to the bottom. This double motion of the ſtone 
is admirably deſcribed in the numbers of theſe verſes ; as 
in the four firſt it is heaved up by ſeveral Spondzes inter- 
mixed with proper breathing places, and at laſt trundles 
dowrina continual line of Dadyls, | 


1 


Kat 
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Kai jury EiouPw riouidu, xpatip ννν xoilæ, 
Ada Bayaloila wiper apuporiprow. , 
Hres & He o , - xipoir Ts woos ve, *, 
Aaay dv woeoxe wort Nie, & N ore {HANG 

"Axpor vTepoantcs, rer dmr KperTaic, 


Agri dra Tio: xvninditro ag urg. 


I turn'd my eye, and as I turn'd ſurvey d 

A mournful viſion ! the Si/yphian ſhade : 

With many a weary ſtep, and many a grone, 

Up the high hill he heaves a hugh round ſtone : 

The huge round ſtone, reſulting with a bound, 

Thunders impetuous down, and ſmokes along the 
ground. Por. 


It would be endlefs to quote verſes out of Virgil which 
have this particular kind of beauty in the numbers; but 
I may take an occaſion in a future paper to ſhew ſeveral 
of them which have eſcaped the obſervation of others. 

I cannot conclude this paper without taking notice 
that we have three poems in our tongue, which are of 
the ſame nature, and each of them a maſter-piece in its 
kind; the Eſſay on tranſlated verſe, the Eſſay on the 
art of poetry, and the Eflay upon criticiſm, C 
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On love of virtue reverence attends, 
But ſenſual pleaſure in our ruin ends. 


HENI confider the falſe impreſſions which are 

received by the generality of the world, I am 

- troubled at none more than a certain levity of 
thought, which many young women of quality have enter» 
tained, to the hazard of their characters, and the certain 
mis fortune of their lives, The firſt of the following let- 
- ders 
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rs may beſt repreſent the faults I would now point at, 
nd the anſwer to it the temper of mind in a contrary 
aracter. 0 1 by 


My dear Harriot, . 
F thou art ſhe, but qh howfallen, how changed, what 
an apoſtate | how loſt to all that is gay and agreea- 
ble! To be married I find is to be buried alive; I can · 
not conceive it more diſmal to be ſhut up in a vaultto 
converſe with the ſhades of my anceſtors, than to be car- 
ried down to an old manor-houſe in the country, and 
confined to the converſation of a ſober huſband and an 
aukward chamber-maid. For variety I ſuppoſe you may 
entertain yourſelf with madam in her grogram gown, 
the ſpouſe of your pariſh vicar, who has by this time I 
am ſure well furniſhed you with receipts for making 
ſalves and poſſets, diſtilling cordial waters, making 
ſyrups, and a 1 | [tes 
« Bleſt ſolitude! I wiſh thee joy, my dear, of thy loved 
retirement, which indeed you would perſuade me is very 
agreeable, and different enough from what I have here 
deſeribed: But, child, I am afraid thy brains are a little 
diſcorded with romances and novels : After fix months 
marriage to hear thee talk of love, and paint the count 
* ſcenes ſo ſoftly, is a little extravagant; one would thin 
you lived the hvesof Sylvan deities, or roved among the 
walks of Paradiſe, like the firft happy pair? Bat pray 
* thee leave theſe whimſies, and come to town in | 
to live and talk like other mortals. However; as Iam 
* extremely intereſted in your reputation, | would willing- 
* ly give you a little good advice at your firſt appearance 
* under the character of a married woman: It is a little 
* inſolence in me perhaps, to adviſe a matron ; but I am 
* ſo afraid you will maſs ſo filly a figure as a fond wife, 
* that | cannot help warning you not to appear in any 
* publick places with your huſband, and never to ſanter 
* about St James's Park together: If you preſume to en- 
ter the ring at Hide-Park together, you are ruined for 
* ever ; nor muſt you take the leaſt notice of one another 
* at the play-houſe or opera, unleſs you would be laughed 
* atfor 1 ily paired in the yoke 
* of wedlock. I would — 1 — of an 
. Cs AC. 
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e intance ef ours to your imitation; ſhe is the moſt 
negligent aud faſhionable wife in the world] ſſio ie hardly 
ever ſeen in the ſqne place with her huſband, and iſthey 
- * happen to meet, yould would think them perfect ſtray: * of 
gers: She never was heard to name him in his abfence, * ty 
and takes care he ſhall never be the ſubject of any diſ- 
* courſe that ſhe has a ſhare in. I hope you wilt propoſe 
this Lady asa pattern, though Jam very much afraid you * 15 
* will be fo filly to think Portia, &c. Sabine and Reman 
* wives much brighter examples. I wiſhit may never come 
* into your head to imitate thoſe antiquated creatures fo 
far, as to come into publick in the habit as well as air 
* of a Reman matron. You make already the entertain- 
ment at Mrs Modiſb's tea-table ; ſhe ſays, ſhe always 
thought you a diſcreet perſon, and qualified to manage 
* a family with admirable prudence : She dies to 
* what demure and ſerious airs wedlock has given you, 
but ſhe ſays ſhe ſhall never forgive your cheice of ſo 
* gaNlant a man as Bellamouy to transform him to a mere 
© fober huſband; it was unpardonable: You fee, my dear, 
we all envy your happineſs, and no perſon more than 


eur humble ſervant 
6 Lydia 
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HDE not in pain, Madam, for my ap 
: in ——— ne publick or 
* make any viſits where the character of a fe is 
_ © ridieulous. As for your wild rallery on matrimony. it 
is all kypoecrify ; you, and all the handſom young wo- 
men of your acquaintance, ſhew yourſetves to no other 
* purpoſe than to gain a conqueſt over ſome man of 
* worth, in order to beſto your charms and fortune on 
* him. There is no indecency in the confeſſion, the 
* defign. is modeſt and honourable, and all your affecta- 
tion cannotdiſguiſe it. | 
* lam ied, and haveno other concern but to pleaſe 
- © the man [ love; he is the end ofevery care I have; if 
I dreſa it is for him; if I read a poem or a play, it is to 
« qualify myſelf for a converſation agreeable to his taſte: 
Hs is almoſt the end of my devotions; half my prayers 
© are for his happineſa I love to talk of ham, and never 
* hear him named but with pteaſure-and emotion. I 
» : , am 
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am your friend, and wiſh you happineſs, but am ſorry 

to ſee by the air of your letter that there are a ſet of 
women who are got into the common- place rallery 
* of every thing that is ſober, decent and proper: Ma- 
© tximony and the clergy are the topics of people of 
© little wit and no underitanding. I own to you, I have 
© learned of the vieay's wiſe all you tat me with: 8 
is a diſcreet, ingenious, pleaſant, pious womay.:. 
* with ſhe had the handling of you and Mrs. Mode 
you would find, if you were too free with her, 
* would ſoon make you as charming as ever you were, 
«© ſhe would make you bluſh as much as if you never 
© had been fine Ladies. The vicar, Madam, is ſo kind 
as to viſit my huſband, and his agreeable converfanon 
has brought him to enjoy many ſober happy hours 
* when even I am ſhyt out, and my dear matter is en- 
© tertatned/ only with: his own thoughts. Thefe * 
« dear Madam, will be laſting fatisfactions, when the 
© fine ladies and the coxcombs, by whom they form 
* themfelves, are irreparably ridiculons, — 1 


old age. I am, 
Madam, your moftt humble fervant, 


Mary Home. 
Dear Mr. SyzcTATOoR, 8" ', . C 
s OU have no. goodneſs in the world, and are nat 
3 1 e po. vou ſay chat is ſerious, 
if you da not ſend me a plain anſwer to this: I hap» 
pened ſome days paſt to be at the play, where duri 
* the time af performance, I could nat keep my —— 
from a beautiful young creature ho ſat juſt before me; 
* and who I have been fince informed has no fortune, 
* It would utterly ruin my reputation far. diſcretion. to 
* marry ſuch a ane, and by what I can learn flie has a 


be thought on any ather way. My mind has ever 

* fince been ſo wholly bent on her, that I am much in 

danger of doing ſomething very extravagant without 

* your ſpeedy advice to, 
| S 1 R, your ma humble ſervant. 

| I ann ſorry L cannot anſwer this impatient Gentleman 

bot by another queſtian. R ö 


Dear 


character of great modeſlſy, fo. that there is nothing to 
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Dear Correſpondent, 


WW nll you . marry to. pleaſe other people, or 
yourſelf? * 


SNN 


No 255 Saturday, December 232. 
— 7 — 
Laudis amore tumes ? ſunt certa piacula, qua te 
Ter pure lecto poterunt recreare libello. 
| Hor, Ep. 1. lib, 1. ver. 36, 
- [ImITaTED.] 
Know, there are rhymes, which (freſh and freſh apply'd) 
Will cure the arrant'ſt puppy of his pride, OPE, 


HE ſoul, confidered abſtractedly from its paſſions 
is of a remiſs and ſedentary nature, flow in its 
reſolves, and languiſhing in its executions, The 

uſe therefore of the paſſions 1s to ſtir it up, and to put it 
_ action, to awaken the underſtanding, to enforce 
the will, and to make the whole man more vigorous 
and attentive in the proſecution of his deſigns. As this 
is the end of the paſſions in genbral, ſo it is particularly 
of ambition, which puſhes the ſoul to ſuch actions as 
are apt to procure honour and reputation to the actor. 
But if we carry our reflexions higher, we may diſcover 
farther ends of Providence in implanting this paſſion 
in mankind. 5 
It was neceſſary for the world, that arts ſhould be 
invented and improved, books written and tranſmitted 
to poſterity, nations conquered and civilized: Now ſince 
the proper and genuine motives to theſe and the like 
t actions, would only influence virtuous minds; 
there would be but ſmall improvements in the world, 
were there not ſome common principle of action work- 
ing equally with all men. And ſuch a principle is ambi- 
tion or a deſire of fame, by which great endowments 
are not ſuffered to lie idle and uſeleſs to the publick, and 
many, vicious men, over- reached, as it were, and engag- 
ed contrary to their natural inclinations in a glorious 
and laudable courſe of action. For we may _ ob- 
erve, 
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ſerve, that men of the greateſt abilities are moſt fired 
with ambition : And that on the contrary, mean and 
arrow minds are the leaſt actuated by it; whether it 
be that a man's ſenſe of his own incapacities makes him 
deſpair of coming at fame, or that he has not enough 
range of thought to lodk out for any good which does 
not more immediately relate to his intereſt or conveni- 
ence, or that Providence, in the very frame of his ſoul, 
would not ſubject him to ſuch a paſſion as would be uſe- 
leſs to the world, and a torment to himſelf. | 
Were not this defire of fame very ſtrong, the diffi- 


36, culty of obtaining it, and the danger of loſing it when 
obtained, would be ſufficient to deter a man from ſo 
d) vain a purſuit. 

How few are there who are furniſhed with abilities 
ufficient to recommend their actions to the admiration 
Ins of the world, and to —_— themſelves from the reſt 
its of mankind ? Providence for the moſt part ſets us upon a 
'he level, and obſerves a kind of proportion in its diſpenſa- 
tit tions towards us. If it renders us perfect in one accom- 
rce pliſhment, it generally leaves us defective in another, 
"us and ſeems careful rather of preſerving every perſon from 
his being mean and deficient in his qualifications, than of 

rly making any fingle one eminent or extraordinary. 
as And among thoſe who are the moſt richly endowed 
or. by nature, and accompliſned by their own induſtry, 
ver how few are there whoſe virtues are not obſcured by the 


on Ignorance, prejudice or envy of their beholders ? Some 
men cannot diſcern between a noble and a mean action. 
Others are apt to attribute them to ſome falſe end or 
intention ; and others purpoſely miſrepreſent.or put a 
wrong interpretation on them. +588 


ke But the more to enforce this conſideration, we may 
s ; obſerve that thoſe are generally mot unſucceſsful in 
id, their purſuit after fame, who are moſt deſirous of ob- 
ke taining it. It is Salluſt's remark upon Cato, that the 
bi- leſs he coveted glory the more he acquired it. | 
ats Men take an ill- natured pleaſure in croſſing our incli- 
nd nations, and diſappointing us in what our hearts are 
g- moſt ſet upon. When therefore they have diſcovered 
Mus the paſſionate defire of fame in the ambitious man (as 
ob- no temper of mind 1s more apt to ſhew itſelf) they be- 
ve, 


come 


tance f:om themſelves. 


to his reputation, He is ſtill afraid leſt any of his 


» 
" SE. © 


who moves above us in a regular and illuſtrious courſe 


the fame and reputation of an action, to aſcribe it to 
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come ſparing and reſerved in their commendations, they 
envy him the ſatisfaction of an applauſe, and look on 

their praiſes rather as a kindneſs done to his perſon, bw 
than as a tribute paid to his merit. Others who are free 
from this natural perverſeneſs of tempers grow wary in 
their praiſes of one, who ſets too great a value on them, 
leſt they ſhould raiſe him too high in his own imagina- 
tion, and by conſequence remove him to a greater dif. 


=> v 


But farther, this deſire of fame naturally betrays the 
ambitious man into ſuch indecencies as are a leſſening 


actions ſhould be thrown away in private, leſt his de- 
ſerts ſhould be conccaled from the notice of the world, 
or receive any diſadvantage from the reports which 
others make of them. This often ſets him on empty 
boaſts and oftentations of himſelf, and betrays him in- 
to vain fantaſtical recitals of his own performances : 
His diſcourſe generally leans one way, and, whatever 
is the ſubject of it, tends obliquely either to the detract- 
ing from others, or to the extolling of himſelf. V anity is 
the natural weakneſs of an ambitious man, which ex- 
poſes him to the ſecret ſcorn and deriſion of thoſe he 
converſes with, and ruins the character he is ſo induſ- WM 
trious to advance by it, For though his ations are 
never ſo glorious, they loſe their luſtre when they are 
drawn at large, and ſet to ſhow by his own hand; and if 
as the world is more apt to find fault than to commend, 
the boaſt will probably be cenſured when the great 
action that occahoned it is forgotten. 

Peſides, this very deſire of fame is looked on as a 
meanneſs and imperfection in the greateſt character. 
A ſolid and ſubitantial greatneſs of ſoul looks down if 
with a generous neglect on the cenſures and applauſes of 
the multitude, and places a man beyond the little noiſe if 
and ſtrife of tongues, Accordingly we find in ourſelves 
a ſecret awe and veneration for the character of one | 


of virtue, without any regard to our good or ill opinions 
of him, to our reproaches or commendations. As on the 
contrary it is uſual for us, when we would take off from 


vain- 
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they MPaia-glory, and a defire of fame in the actor. Nor is 
ok on his common judgment and opinion of mankind ill- 
erſon, Wounded : for certataly it denotes no great bravery of 
e frer Wind to be worked up to any noble action by fo ſeMiſh 
uy in WP motive, and to do that out of a defire of fame, which 
them, e could not be prompted to by a dilintereſted love to 
gina. Wn inkind, or by a generous paſſion for the glory of him 
r diſ. hat made us. 

1 has is fame a thing difficult to be obtained by all, 
ys the ut particularly by thoſe who thirk after it, finee moſt 
ening inen have ſo much either of ill nature, or of warinefs, 


f his as not to gratify or ſooth the vanity of the ambitions 
de- nan, and fince this very thirſt after fame naturally 
'orld, Moeetrays him into ſuch indecencies as are a leſſening to 
vhich is reputation, and is itfelf looked upon as a weakneſs 
mpty WP" the greateſt characters. 

u in- In the next place, fame is eaſily loft, and as difficult 
aces : to be preſerved as it was at firſt to be acquired. But this 
tever ſhall make the ſabje@ of a following paper. C 
tract- 5 

ity is SSS 
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Deſire of fame by various ways is croſt, 


great Hard to be gain'd, and eaſy to be loſt. 

as a HERE are many paſſions and tempers of mind 
acer, which naturally diſpoſe us to depreſs and villi- 
lown fy the merit of one riſing in the eſteem of man- 
es of kind. All thoſe who made their entrance into the world 


with the ſame advantages, and were once looked on as his 
equals, are apt to think the fame of his merits a re- 


one flexion on their own indeſerts; and will therefore take 
durſe care to reproach him with the ſcandal of ſome paſt ac- 
lions tion, or derogate from the worth of the preſent, that they 
n the may ſtill keep him on the ſame level with themſelves. 


The like kind of conſideration often ſtirs up the envy 
of 
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of ſuch as were once his ſuperiors, who think it a de. 
traction from their merit to ſee another get ground upori 
them and overtake them in the purſuit of glory ; and - 
will therefore endeavour to fink this reputation, thai. 
they may the better preſerve their own, Thoſe we. 
were once his equals envy and defame him, becauſe the 
now ſee him their ſuperior ; and thoſe who were once 
his ſuperiors, becauſe they look upon him as their equal. 
But farther, a man whoſe extraordinary reputation 
thus lifts him up to the notice and obſervation of man. 
kind draws a multitude of eyes upon him that will nar- 
rowly inſpe& every part of him, conſider him nicely 
in all views, and not be a little pleaſed when they 
have taken him in the worſt and moſt diſadvantageou;i 
light. There are many who find a pleaſure in contra- 
dicting the common reports of fame, and in ſpreading y 
— the weakneſſes of an exalted character. They 
publiſh their il|-natured diſcoveries with a ſecret pride, 
and applaud themſelves for the ſingularity of their if 
judgment which has ſearched deeper than others, de- 
tected what the reſt of the world have overlooked, and 
found a flaw in what the generality of mankind ad- 
mires. Others there are who proclaim the errors and 
infirmities of a great man with an inward ſatisfaction and. 
complacency, it they diſcover none of the like errors and 
infirmities in themſelves ; for while they are expoſing 
another's weakneſſes, they are tacitly aiming at their 
own commendations, who are not ſubject to the like 
infirmities, and are apt to be tranſported with a ſecret i 
kind of vanity to ſee themſelves ſuperior in ſome re- 
ſpects to one of a ſublime and celebrated reputation. 
Nay, it very often happens, that none are more indul- | 
trious in publiſhing the blemiſhes of an extraordinary 
reputation, than ſuch as lie open to the ſame cenſures ll 
in their own characters, as either hoping to excuſe their 
own defects by the authority of ſo high an example, 
or raiſing an imaginary applauſe to themſelves for re- 
ſembling a perſon of an exalted reputation, though in 
the blameable parts of his character. If all theſe ſecret 
ſprings of detraction fail, yet very often a vain oſten- 
tation of wit ſets a man on attacking an eſtabliſhed 
name, and facrificing it to the mirth and laughter 
of thoſe about him. A ſatire or a libel on one of the 
common 
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t a de nmon ſtamp, never meets with that reception and 
d uporii pprobation among its readers as what is aimed at a 
/ 3 ron whoſe merit places him upon an eminence, and 
n, tha ves him a more conſpicuous figure among men. Whe- 
ſe wh er it be that we think it ſhews greater art to expoſe 
ſe they. turn to ridicule a man whoſe character ſeems ſo 


re once proper a ſubject for it, or that we are pleaſed by 
equal me implicit kind of revenge to ſee him taken down 
utation Wd humbled in his reputation, and in ſome meaſure 
| man-WW&4uced to our own 2 who had fo far raiſed him - 


ill nar- if above us in the reports and opinions of mankind. 
nicely Thus we ſee how many dark and intricate motives 
n they ere are to detraction and defamation, and how many 
ageoualicious ſpies are ſearching into the actions of a great 
ontra - Man, who is not, always, the beſt prepared for ſo narrow 
ce inſpection. For we may generally obſerve, that our 
They miration of a famous man leſſens upon our nearer ac- 
pride, ¶Muaintance with him: and that we ſeldom hear the de- 
their ription of a celebrated perſon. without a catalogue of 
s, de- me notorious weakneſſes and infirmities. The reaſon 
|, and ay be, becauſe any little flip is more conſpicuous 
id ad- id obſervable in his conduct than in another's, as 
rs and is not of a piece with the reſt of his character, or 
on and cauſe it is impoſſible for a man at the ſame time to 
rs and i attentive to the more important part of his life, and 
poſing keep a watchful eye over all the inconſiderable cir- 
t their WMMumſtances of his behaviour and converfation ; or be- 


e like WWuſe, as we have before obſerved, the ſame temper of 


ſecret Wind which inclines us to a deſire of fame, naturally 
me re- We trays us into ſuch ſlips and unwarineſſes as are not 
ation. N cident to men of a contrary diſpoſition. 

induſ- After all it muſt be confeſſed, that a noble and trium- 


dinary iat merit often breaks through and diſſipates theſe 
nſures tle ſpots and ſullies in its reputation; but if by a 
» their WWiftaken purſuit after fame, or through human intir- 
mple, Mity, any falſe ſtep be made in the more momentous 
or re- ncerns of life, the whole ſcheme of ambitious defigns 


2 


igh in broken and diſappointed. The ſmaller ſtains and 
ſecret WWemiſhes may die away and diſappear amidſt the 
oſten- ightneſs that ſurrounds them; but a blot of a deeper 
liſhed ature caſts a ſhade on all the other beauties, and dark- 
ighter s the whole character. How difficult therefore is it 
of the Vor. IV. B to 


mmon 
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to preſerve a great name, when he that has acquired i 
is ſo obnoxious to ſuch little weakneſſes and infirmitied 
as are no ſmall diminution to it when diſcovered, eſpe 
cially when they are fo induſtriouſly proclaimed, an 
aggravated by ſuch as were once his ſuperiors or equals 
by ſuch as would ſet to ſhew their judgment or thei 
wit, and by ſuch as are guilty or innocent of the ſam 
ſlips or miſconducts in their own behaviour? | 

But were there none of theſe diſpofitions in other 
to cenſure a famous man, nor any ſuch miſcarriages iu 
himſelf, yet would he meet with no ſmall trouble in 
keeping up his reputation in all its height and ſplendor. 
There muſt be always a noble train of actions to pre-. 
ſerve his fame in life and motion. For when it is once 
at a ſtand, it naturally flags and languiſhes. A4mirationM 
is a very ſhort lived paſſion, that immediately decay 
upon growing familiar with its object, unleſs it be til 
fed with freſh diſcoveries, and kept alive by a nevi 
perpetual ſucceſſion of miracles riſing up to its view. 
And even the greateſt actions of a celebrated perſon la 
bour under this diſadvantage, that however ſurpriſing 
and extraordinary they may be, they are no more tha 


what are expected from him; but on the contrary, i 1 
they fall any ching below the opinion tuat is conceive e 
of him, though they might raiſe the reputation of ano 
ther they arc a diminution to his. =. 

One would think there ſhould be ſomething won Lay 
derfully pleaſing in the poſſe%ion of fame, that, not... 
withſtanding all theſe mortifying conſiderations, calc. 
engage a man in ſo deſperate a purſuit; and yet if wh > 
conſider the little happineſs that attends a great cha: 
rater, and the multitude of diſquietudes to which the 9 
deſire of it ſubjects an ambitious mind, one w uld b ry 
ſtill the more ſurpriſed to ſee ſo many reſtleſs candidate 4 Ml 


for glory. = 
Ambition raiſes a ſecret tumult in the ſoul, it in 
flames the mind, and puts it into a violent hurry off 
thought: It is ſtill reaching after an empty imaginan i 
god, that has not in it the power to abate or ſatisfy i. 
oſt other things we long for can allay the cravihgs d 3 
their proper ſenſe, and for a while ſet the appetite ai 
reſt: But fame is a good ſo wholiy foreign to our nal 


ture: 
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ares, that we have no faculty in the ſoul adapted to 
, nor any organ in the body to reliſh it; an obje& 
f defire placed out of the poſſibility of fruition, It 
ay indeed fill the mind for a while with a giddy kind 
pleaſure, but it 1s ſuch a pleaſure as makes a man 
{tleſs and uneaſy under it; and which does not ſo 
uch ſatisfy the preſent thirſt, as it excites freſh deſires, 
d ſets the ſoul on new enterpriſes. For how few am- 
tious men are there, who have got as much fame as 
hey defired, and whoſe thirſt after it has not been as 
ger in the very —— their reputation, as it was 
fore they became known and eminent among men ? 
| here is not any circumſtance in Cæſar's character 
5 0c nich gives me a greater idea of him, than a faying 
rat ich Cicero tells us he frequently made uſe of in pri- 
decay te converſation, That he was ſatisfied with his ſhare of 
be {till and fame. Se ſatis vel ad naturam, vel ad gloriam wix- 
_ * . Many indeed have given over their purſuits after 
view 


other 
iges 108 
1ble in 
lend or 
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me, but that has proceedec either from the diſap- 
ſon la. intments they have met in it, or from their experi- 
priſin ce of the little pleaſure which attends it, or from 
e than: better informations or natural coldneſs of old age; 
ary, ll 3 t ſeldom from a full ſatisfaction and acquieſcence in 
ceiveßh eir preſent enjoyments of it. | 
f ano Nor is fame only unſatisfying in itſelf, but the de- 
ee of it lays us open to many accidental troubles which 
> WON-Soſc are free from who have no ſuch a tender regard 
p not rit. How often is the ambitious man caſt down and 
„ Y ſappointed, if he receives no praiſe where he expeted 
if we == ? Nay how often is he mortified with the very praiſes 
t chuß receives, if they do not riſe ſo high as he thinks they 
ch tl ght, which they ſeldom do — increaſed by flat- 


uld þ 3 ry, ſince few men have ſo good an opinion of us as we 
lidate oe of ourſelves? But if the ambitious man can be ſo 
Noch 1 even with praiſe itſelf, how will he be 


it mige to bear up under ſcandal and defamation? For ths 
ry 0 e temper of mind which makes him deſire fame, 
z1NAr) 4 akes him hate reproach. If he can be tranſported 
isfy itim the extraordinary praiſes of men, he will be as 


uch dejected by their cenſures. How little therefore 

the happineſs of an ambitious man, who gives every 

de a dominion over it, 2. thus ſubjects himſelf — 
. = 
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the good or ill ſpeeches of others, and puts it in th | 


power of every malicious tongue to throw him into 
fit of melancholy, and deſtroy his natural reſt and re 
poſe of mind? Eſpecially when we conſider that th 
world is more apt. to cenſure than applaud, and hin 
ſelf fuller of imperfections than virtues. 
We may further obſerve, that ſuch a man will be mo: 
jeved for the loſs of fame, than he could have beer 
— with the enjoyment of it. For though the pre 
ſence of this imaginary good cannot make us happy 
the abſence of it may make us miſerable : Becauſe inf 
the enjoyment of an object we only find that ſhare offi 
leaſure which it is capable of giving us, but in the 
oſs of it we do not proportion our grief to the real vai 
lue it bears, but to the value our fancies and imaginaMf 
tions ſet upon it, $ 
So inconſiderable is the ſatisfaction that fame bring 
along with it, and ſo great the diſquietudes, to whicii 
it makes us liable. The defire of it flirs up very uni 
eaſy motions in the mind, and is rather inflamed thai 
ſatisfied by the preſence of the thing deſired. The en 
joyment of it brings but very little pleaſure, thougili 
the loſs or want of it be very ſenſible and aflifting M 
and even this little happineſs is ſo very precarious, thalif 
it wholly depends upon the will of others. We are noWiſul, 
only tortured by the reproaches which are offered us 
but are diſappointed by the filence of men when it iſ 
unexpected; and humbled even by their praiſes, 2 


* 
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happy No lumber ſeals the eye of Providence, 
a 1 Preſent to ev'ry action we commence. 

of 
in theſ HAT I might not loſe myſelf upon a ſubje& of 
eal vr . ſo great extent as that of fame, I have treated 
ag ina it in a particular order and method. | have firſt 

SF all conſidered the reaſons why Providence may have 

bring | planted in our mind ſuch a principle of action. I 
which 


ave in the next place ſhewn from many conſiderations, 
Sri, that fame is a thing difficult to be obtained, and 
aſily loſt; ſecondly, that it brings the ambitious man 


he enWiery little happineſs, but ſubjetts him to much uneaſi- 
hong eis and diſſatisfaction. I ſhall in the laſt place ſhew, 
ting What it hinders us from obtaining an end which we have 
s, tha vilities to acquire, and which is accompanied with 
ire noſhholneſs of ſatisfaction. I need not tell my reader, that 
red u mean by this end that happineſs which is reſerved for 


n it ii 


s in another world, which every one has abilities to 
oil 


drocure, and which will bring along with it fulneſs of 
dy and pleaſures for evermore, 

tow the purſuit after fame may hinder us in the at- 
ainment of this great end, I ſhall leave the reader to 
Wolle& from the three following conſiderations. 

Firſt, Becauſe the ſtrong deſire of fame breeds ſeve- 
al vicious habits in the mind. 

Seconaly, Becauſe many of thoſe actions, which are 
pt to procure fame, are not in their nature conducive 
d this our ultimate happineſs. 

Thirdly, Becauſe if we ſhould allow the ſame actions 
o be the proper inſtruments, both of acquiring fame, 
ind of procuring this happineſs, they would neverthe- 

els fail in the attainment of this laſt end, if they pro- 
W<eded from a deſire of the firſt, 
B 3 Theſe 
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Theſe three propoſitions are ſelf- evident to thoſe 
who are verſed in ſpeculations of morality. For which 
reaſon | ſhall not enlarge upon them, but proceed to a 
point of the ſame nature, which may open to us a more 
uncommon field of ſpeculation. 

From what has been already obſerved, I think we 
may have a natural concluſion, that it is the greateſt 
folly to ſeek the praiſe or approbation of any Being, be- 
ſides the Supreme, and that for theſe two reaſons; be- 
. cauſe no other Being can make a right judgment of us, 
and eſteem us according to our merits; and becauſe we 
can procure no conſiderable benefit or advantage from 
the eſteem and approbation of any other Being, 

In the firſt place, no other Peing can make a right 
judgment of us, and efteem us according to our merits, 
Created Beings ſee. nothing but our outſide, and can 
therefore only frame a judgment of us from our exte- 
rior actions and behaviour; but how unkit theſe are to 
give us a right notion of each other's perfections, may 
appear from ſeveral conſiderations. 'There are many 
virtues, which in their own nature are incapable of any 
outward repreſentation : Many filent perfections in the 
foul of a good man, which are great ornaments to hu- 
man nature, but not able to diſcover themſelves to the 
knowledge of others; they are tranſacted in private, 
without noiſe or ſhow, and are only viſible to the great 
ſearcher of hearts. What actions can expreſs the intire 
purity of thaught which refines and ſanctiſies a yirtuous 
man? That ſecret reſt and contentedneſs of mind, which 

ives him a perfect enjoyment of his preſent condition: 
hat inward pleaſure and complacency which he feels 
in doing good? That delight and ſatisfaction which he 
takes in the proſperity and happineſs of another? Theſe 
and the like virtues are the hidden beauties of a ſou], 
the ſecret graces which cannot be diſcovered by a mor- 
tal eye, but make the ſoul lovely and precious in his 
fight, from whom no ſecrets are concealed. Again, 
there are many virtues which want an opportunity of 
exerting and ſhewing themſelves in actions. Every vir- 
tue requires time and place, a proper object and a fit 
conjuncture of circumſtances, for the due exerciſe of it. 
A tate of poverty obſcures all the virtues of —_— 

e an 
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thoſe Wand munificence. The patience and fortitude of a 
which Wmartyr or confeſſor lie concealed in the flouriſhing times 


| to aof chriſtianity. Some virtues gre only ſeen in affliction, 
more and ſome in proſperity; ſome in a private, and others 
in a public capacity. But the great Sovereign of the 
k we —_ beholds every perfection in its obſcurity, and 
-atef not only ſees what we do, but what we would do. He 
„ be- views our behaviour in every coneurrence of affairs, and 
be- ſees us engaged in all the poſſibilities of action. He 
f us, diſcovers the martyr and confeſſor without the trial of 
e we flames and tortures, and will hereafter intitle many to 
from the reward of actions, which they had never the oppor- 
tunity of performing. Another reaſon why men can- 
not form a right judgment of us is, becauſe the ſame 
actions may be aimed at different ends, and ariſe from 
quite contrary principles. Actions are of ſo mixt a nature 
and ſo full of circumſtances, that as men pry into them 
more or leſs, or obſerve ſome parts more than others, 
they take different hints, and put contrary interpreta- 
tions on them; ſo that the ſame actions may repreſent a 
man as hypocritical and deſigning to one, which makes 
him appear a ſaint or hero to another. He therefore 
who looks upon the ſoul through its outward actions, 
often ſees it through a deceitful medium, which 1s apt ta 
diſcolour and pervert the object: So that on this ac- 
count alſo, he is the only proper judge of our perfec- . 
tions, who does not gueſs at the ſincerity of our inten- 
tions from the goodneſs of our actions, but weighs the 
goodneſs of our actions by the ſincerity of our inten- 
tions. a , 
But further; it is impoſſible for outward. actions to 
repreſent the perfections of the ſoul, becauſe they can 
never ſhew the ſtrength of thoſe principles from whence 
they proceed, 'I hey are not adequate expreſſions of 
our virtues, and can only ſhew us what habits are in 
the ſoul, without diſcovering the degree and perfec- 
tion of ſuch habits. They are at beſt but weak reſem- 
blances of our intentions, faint and imperfect copies 
that may acquaint us with the yy deſign, but can 
never expreſs the beauty and life of the original. But 
the great judge of all the earth knows every different 
ſtate and degree of human improvement, from thoſe 
B 4 weak 
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it in all its progreſs, until it has received every grace 


fame this way; and that he may propoſe to himſelf a 


plauſes, Well done, thou good and faithfu 
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weak ftirrings and tendencies of the will which have 
not yet formed themſelves into 1egular purpoſes and 
deſigns, to the laſt intire finiſhing and conſummation of 
a good habit. He beholds the firſt imperfe&, rudiments 
of a virtue in the ſoul, and keeps a watchful eye over WL 


it is capable of, and appears in its full beauty and per- 
fection. Thus we ſee that none but the Supreme Being 
can 'eteem us according to our proper merits, ſince all 
others muſt judge of us from our outward actions; which 
can never give them a juſt eſtimate of us, ſince there 
are many perfections of a man which are not capable 
of appearing in actions; many which, allowing no na- 
tural incapacity of ſhewing themſelves, want an oppor- 
tunity of doing it; or ſhould they all meet with an op- 
1 of appearing by actions, yet thoſe actions may 

miſinterpreted, and applied to wrong principles; or 
though they plainly diſcovered the principles from 
whence they proceeded, they could never ſhew the de- 
gree, ſtrength and perfection of thoſe principles. 

And as the ſupreme Being 1s the only proper judge of 
our perfections, ſo is he the only fit rewarder of them. 
J his is a conſideration that comes home to our intereſt, 
as the other adapts itſelf to our ambition. And what 
could the moſt aſpiring, or the moſt ſelfiſh man defire 
more, were he to form the notion of a Being to whom 
he would recommend himſelf, then ſuch a knowledge 
as can diſcover the leaſt appearance of perfection in 
him, and ſuch a goodneſs as will proportion a reward 
tO It. 

Leet the ambitious man therefore turn all his defire of 


fame worthy of his ambition, let him conſider that if 
he employs his abilities to the beſt advantage, the time 
will come when the ſupreme Governor of the world, 
the great Judge of mankind, who ſees every degree of 
perfection in others, and poſſeſſes all poſſible perfec- 
tion in himſelf, ſhall proclaim his worth before men 
and angels, and pronounce to him in the- preſence-of 
the whole creation that beſt and moſt 8 of ap- 

ſervant, enter 
thou into thy Maſter's joy, 
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Divide & impera,. 
Divide and rule. 


* Leaſure and recreation of one kind or other are 
abſolutely neceſſary to relieve our minds and bo- 
dies from too conſtant attention and labour: 

here therefore public diverſions are tolerated, it be- 

hoves perſons of diſtinction, with their power and ex- 
ample, to preſide over them in ſuch a manner as to 
check any thing that tends to the corruption of man- 
ners, or which is too mean or trivial for the entertain- 
ment of reaſonable creatures. As to the diverſions of 
this kind in this town, we owe them to the arts of poet 
ry and muſick: My own private opinion, with relation 
to ſuch recreations, I have heretofore given with all the 
frankneſs imaginable; what concerns thoſe arts at pre- 
ſent the reader ſhall have from my correſpondents. 
The firſt of the letters with which I acquit myſelf for 
this day, is written by one who propoſes to improve 
our entertainments of dramatic poetry, and the other 
comes from three perſons, who, as ſoon as named, will 
be _ capable of advancing the preſent ſtate of 
muſick. | 


Mr. SPECTATOR, | 


1 | Am conſiderably obliged to you for your ſpeedy 
I publication of my laſt in yours of the 18th inſtant, 
and am in no ſmall hopes of being ſettled in the poit 
* of Comptroller of the cries. Of all the objections I have 
* hearkened after in public coffee-houſes, there is but 
one that ſeems to carry any weight with it, viz. That 
* ſuch a poſt would come too near the nature of a mono- 
* poly, Now, Sir, becauſe I would have all forts of 
* people made eaſy, and being willing to have more 
* ſtrings than one to my bow; in caſe that of Comptroller 
* ſhould fail me, I have fince formed another project, 
* which being grounded on the dividing of a preſent 

Bs * monopoly, 
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one dramatic theatrg licenced for the delight and pre 
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monopoly, I hope will give the public an equivalen 


to their full content. You know, Sir, it is allowel 
that the buſineſs of the ſtage is, as the Latin has it 
Jucunda & idonea dicere vitæ. Now there being by 


> 


fit of this extenſivg/metropolis, I do humbly propoſe 
for the convenience of ſuch of its inhabitants as an 
tco diſtant from Cowent-Garden, that another T hea! 
of Eaſe may be erected in ſome ſpacious part of th: 
city; and that the direction thereof may be made 
a franchiſe in fee to me, and my heirs for ever. And 
that the town may have no jealouſy of my ever com 
ing to an union with the ſet of actors now in being 
| do further propoſe to conſtitute for my deputy m 
near kinſman and adventurer Kit Crotchet, whoſe lony 
experience and improvements in thoſe affairs need ni 
recommendation. It was obvious to every ſpeCtatc 
what a quite different foot the ſtage was upon durin 
his government; and had he not been bolted out o 
his trap-doors, his garriſon might have held out fo 
ever, he having by — pains and perſeverance, ar 
rived at the art of making his army fight without pa 
or proviſions, I muſt confeſs it with a melanchoh 
amazement, I ſee ſo wonderful a genius laid afide 
and the late ſlaves of the ſtage now become its maſ 
ters, dunces that will be ſure to ſuppreſs all thea 
trical entertainments and activities that they are not 
able themſelves to ſhine in ! 

Every man that goes to a play is not obliged t 
have either wit or underſtanding; and I infiſt upon it 
that all who go there ſhould ſee ſomething which may 
improve them in a way of which they are capable. } 
ſhort, Sir, I would have ſomething done as well as ail 
on the ſtage, A man may have an active body, thoug 
he has not a quick conception; for the imitation 
therefore of ſuch as are, as I may fo ſpeak, corporea 
wits or nimble fellows, I would fain aſk any of the 
preſent miſmanagers, why ſhould not rope-dancers, 
vaulters, tumblers, ladder-walkers, and poſture- ma- 
kers appear again on our ſtage? After ſuch a repre- 
ſentation, a five-bar gate would be leaped with: 
better grace next time any of the audience went 1 

- hunting, 
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hunting. Sir, theſe things cry aloud for reformation 
and fall properly under the province of SPECTATOR 
General; but how indeed ſhould it be otherwiſe, 
while fellows (that for twenty years together were 
never paid but as their maſter was in the humour) 
now preſume to pay others more than ever they had 
in their lives; and in contempt of the practice of 
perſons of condition, have the inſolence to owe no 
tradeſman a farthing at the end of the week. Sir, all 
I propoſe is the public good; for no one can ima- 

ine I ſhall ever get a ſhilling by it: Therefore I 
— you will recommend this matter in one of your 
* this week's papers, and deſire when my houſe opens 
« you will accept the liberty of it for the trouble you 
© have received from, 


S IX, 
P. S. I have aſſurances Your humble ſervant, 
that the trunk-maker 
will declare for us, Ralph Crotchet. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


E whoſe names are ſubſcribed, think you the 
propereſt perſon to ſignify what we have to, 
offer the town in behalf of ourſelves, and the art 
which we profeſs, Maſick. We conceive hopes of your 
favour from the ſpeculations on the miſtakes which 
the town run into with regard to their pleaſure of this 
kind; and believing your method of judging 1s, that 
you conſider muſic only valuable, as it is agreeable to, 
and heightens the purpoſe of poetry, we conſent that 
that 1s not only the true way of reliſhing that plea- 
ſure, but alſo that without it a compoſure of muſick is 
the ſame thing as a poem, where all the rules of poeti- 
cal numbers are obſerved, though the words have no 
ſenſe or meaning; to ſay it ſhorter, mere muſical ſounds 
in our art are no other than nonſenſe verſes are in 
poetry. Muſick therefore is to aggravate what is in- 
tended by poetry; it muſt always have ſome paſſion 
or ſentiment to expreſs, or elſe violins, voices, or any 
other organs of ſound, afford an entertainment very 
little above the rattles of children. It was from this 
opinion of the matter, that when Mr. Clayton had 
* finiſhed his ſtudies in Italy, and brought over the opera 
B 6 
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of Arſinoe, that Mr. Haym and Mr. Dieypart, who had 
the honour to be well known and received among the 
nobility and gentry, were zealouſly inclined to aſſiſt, 
by their ſolicitations, in introducing fo elegant an 
entertainment as the Italian muſick grafted upon Eng- 
liſh poetry. For this end Mr, Dieupart and Mr. Haym, 
according to their ſeveral opportunities, promoted the 
introduction of Ar/ince, and did it to the beſt advan- 
tage ſo great a novelty would allow; It is not proper 
to trouble you with particulars of the juſt complaints 
we all of us have ta make; but ſo it is, that without 
regard to our obliging pains, we are all equally ſet 
ahde in the preſent opera. Our application therefore 
to you is wb to inſert this letter 1n your papers, that 
the town may know we have all three joined together 
to makeentertainments of muſick for the future at Mr. 
Clayton's houſe in York-buildings, M hat we promiſe 
ourſelves, 1s, to make a ſubſcription of two guineas, 
for eight times; and that the entertainment, with the 
names of the authors of the poetry, may be printed, 
to be ſold in the houſe, with an account of the ſeve- 
ral authors of the vocal as well as the inſtrumental 
muſick for each night; the money to be paid at the 
receipt of the tickets, at Mr. Charles Lillie's. It will, 
we hope, Sir, be caſfily allowed, that we are capable 
of undertaking to exhibit by our joint force and dif- 
ferent qualifications all that can be done in muſick ; 
But leſt you ſhould think ſo dry a thing as an account 
of our propoſal ſhould be a matter unworthy your 
paper, which generally contains ſomething of public 
uſe; give us leave to ſay, that favouring our deſign 
is no leſs than reviving an art, which runs to ruin 
by the utmoſt barbariſm under an affectation of 
knowledge. We aim at eſtabliſhing ſome ſettled no- 
tion of what is muſick, at recovering from neglect and 
want very many families who depend upon it, at 
making all foreigners who pretend to ſucceed in Zug- 
land to learn the language of it as we ourſelves have 
done, and, not to be ſo inſolent as to expect a whole 
nation, a refined and learned nation, ſhould ſubmit to 


learn theirs. In a word, Mr. SezcTaTtoR, with all 


« deference and humility, we hope to behave ourſelves 


in 
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in this undertaking in ſuch a manner, that all Fag. 
men who have any ſkillin maſick may be furthered in 
it for their profit or diverſion by what new things we 
ſhall produce; never pretending to ſurpaſs others, or 
aſſerting that any thing which is a ſcience is not at- 
tainable by all men of all nations who have proper 
genius for it: We ſay, Sir, what we hope for is not 
expected will arrive to us by contemning others, but 
« through the utmoſt diligence recommending ourſelves. 


Ve are, SIX, 
your moſt humble ſervants, - 


Thomas Clayton, 
| 4 Nicolino Haym. 
T Charles Dieupart. 
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Quod decet honeſtum eft, & quod honeflum eft decet, Tull. 


What is becoming is honourable, and what is honour» 
able is becoming. | | 


HERE are ſome things which cannot come un- 

! der certain rules, but which one would think 
could not need them. Of this kind are outward 
civilities and ſalutations. Theſe one would imagine 
might be regulated by every man's common ſenſe with- 
out the help of an inſtructor; but that which we call 
of common ſenſe ſuffers under that word; for it ſometimes 
J- implies no more than that faculty which is common to 
d all men, but ſometimes ſignifies right reaſon, and what 
it all men ſhould conſent to. In this latter acceptation of 
- the phraſe, it is no great wonder people err ſo muck 
e againſt it, ſince it is not every one who is poſſeſſed of 
: it, and there are fewer, who, againſt common rules and 
ö faſhions, dare obey his dictates. As to ſalutations, 
which l was about to talk of, | obſerve, as I ſtrole about 
town, there are great enormities committed with re- 


gard 


38 THE SPECTATOR, Nez 


regard to this particular. You ſhall ſometimes ſee 
man begin the offer of a ſalutation, and obſerve a for 
bidding air, or eſcaping eye, in the perſon he is going 
to ſalute, and ſtop ſhort in the pole of his neck. Thi 
in the perſon who believed he could do it with a 
grace, and was refuſed the opportunity, is juſtly al 4 
ed with a coldneſs the whole enſuing ſeaſon. Your 
great beauties, people in much favour, or by any mean: 
or for any purpoſe overflattered, are apt to practiſe this 
which one may call the preventing aſpect, and throw 
their attention another way, leſt they ſhould confer a 
bow or curtſy upon a perſon who might not appear to 
deſerve that dignity. Others you ſhall find fo obſe- 
quious, and ſo very courteous, as there is no eſcaping 
their favours of this kind. Of this ſort may be a man 
who is in the fifth or ſixth degree of favour with a mi- 
niſter; this good creature 1s reſolved to ſhew the world, 
» that great honours cannot at all change his manners ; 
he is the ſame civil perſon he ever was; he will venture 
his neck to bow out of a coach in full fpeed, at- once, 
to ſhew he 1s full of buſineſs, and yet is not ſo taken 
up as to forget his old friend, With a man who is 
not ſo well formed for courtſhip and elegant behaviour, 
ſuch a Gentleman as this ſeldom finds his account in 
the return of his compliments, but he will ſtill go on, 
for he is in his own way, and muſt not omit; bh the 
neglect fall on your ſide, or where it will, his buſineſs is 
ſtill to be well-bred to the end. I think I have read, 
in one of our Exgliþ comedies, a deſcription of a fellow 
that affected — 2 every body, and for want of judg- 
ment in time and place, would bow and ſmile in the 
face of a judge ſitting in the court, would fit in an o 
polite gallery and ſmile in the miniſter's face as he 
came up into the pulpit, and nod as if he alluded to 
ſome familiarities between them in another place. But 
now | happen to ſpeak of ſalutation at church, I mutt 
tike notice that ſeveral of my correſpondents have im- 
portuned me to conſider that ſubject, and ſettle the point 
of decorum in that particular, 
do not pretend to be the beſt courtier in the world, 
but | have often' on public occaſions, thought it a very 
great abſurdity in the company (during the _—_— 
nce 
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ſence) to exchange ſalutations from all parts of the 
room, when certainly common ſenſe ſhould ſuggeſt, that 
all regards at that time ſhould be engaged, and cannot 
be diverted to any other object, without diſreſpect to the 
Sovereign. But as to the complaint of my correſpon- 
dents, it is not to be imagined what offence ſome of 
them take at the cuſtom of ſaluting in places of worſhip, 
I have a very angry letter from a Lady, who tells me of 
one of her acquaintance, who out of mere pride and a 
pretence to be rude, takes upon her to return no civili- 
ties done to her in time of divine fervice, and is the 
moſt religious woman for no other reaſon but to ap- 
pear a woman of the beſt quality in the church. This 
abſurd cuſtom had better be aboliſhed than retained, if 
it were but to prevent evils of no higher a nature than 
this is; but I am informed of objections much more 
conſiderable: A diſſenter of rank and diſtinction was 
lately prevailed upon by a friend of his to come to one 
of the greateſt congregations of the church of England 
about town: After the ſervice was over, he declared 
he was very well ſatisfied with the little ceremony 
which was uſed towards God Almighty; but at the 
ſame time he feared he ſhould not be able to go through 
thoſe required towards one another: As to this point 
he was in a ſtate of deſpair, and feared he was not 
well-bred enough to be a convert. There have been 
many ſcandals of this kind given to our proteſtant diſ- 
ſenters from the outward pomp and reſpe& we take to 
ourſelves in our religious aſſemblies. A quaker who 
came one day into a church, fixed his eye upon an old 
Lady with a carpet larger than that from the pulpit 
before her, expecting when ſhe would hold forth. An 
anabaptift who deſigns to come over himſelf, and all 
his family, within few months, is ſenſible they Fant 
breeding enough for our congregations, and has ſent 
his two eldeſt daughters to learn to dance, that they 
may not miſbehave themſelves at church : It is worth 
conſidering whether, in regard to aukward people with 
ſcrupulous conſciences, a good chriſtian of the beſt air 
in the world ought not rather to deny herſelf the op. 
portunity of ſhewing ſo many graces, than keep a baſh- 
ful proſelyte without the pale of the church, og 
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Singula de nobis anni predantur euntes, 
' Hor. Ep. 2. I. 2. ver. 55. 


Years following years ſteal ſomething ev'ry day, 
At laſt they ſteal us from ourſelves away. Pope, 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


© FT Am now in the ſixty- fifth year of my age, and hav- 
* | ing been the greater part of my days a man of 
4 pleaſure, the — of my faculties is a ſtagna- 
© tion of my life. But how is it, Sir, that my appetites, 
are increaſed upon me with the loſs of power to gra- 
* tify them? I write this, like a criminal, to warn 
people to enter upon what reformation they pleaſe to 
make in themſelves in their youth, and not expect 
they ſhall be capable of it from a fond opinion ſome 
© have often in their mouths, that if we do not leave 
© our deſires they will leave us. It is far otherwiſe; I 
am now as vain in my dreſs, and as flippant if I ſee a 
pretty woman, as when in my youth 1 ſtood upon a 
bench in the pit to ſurvey the whole circle of beauties, 
The folly is ſo extravagant with me, and [ went on 
* with fo little check of my deſires, or reſignation of 
© them, that I can aſſure you, I ,very often, merely to 
entertain my own thoughts, ſit with my ſpeRacles on, 
writing love-letters to the beauties that have been 
long fince in their graves. This is to warm my 
heart with the faint memory of delights which were 
* once agreeable to me; but how much happier would 
© my life have been now, if 1 could have looked back 
on any worthy action done for my country? If I had 
laid out that which I profuſed in luxury and wanton- 
* neſs, in aQts of generoſity or charity? I have lived a 
bachelor to this day; and inſtead of a numerous 
offspring, with which, in the regular ways of life, I 

| | might 
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might poſſibl have delighted myſelf, I have only to 
amuſe myſelf with the repetition of old ſtories and 
intrigues which no one will believe I ever was con- 
cerned in. I do not know whether you have ever 
treated of it or not; but you cannot fall on a better 
ſabje&, than that of the art of growing old. In ſuch 
a lecture you muſt propoſe, that no one ſet his heart 
upon what is. tranſient; the beauty grows wrinkled 
while we are yet gazing at her. The witty man 
ſinks into an humouriſt 1mperceptibly, for want of 
reflecting that all things around him are in a flux, 
and continually changing: Thus he is in the ſpace 
of ten or fifteen years ſurrounded by a new ſet of 
people, whoſe manners are as natural to them as his 
delights, method of thinking, and mode of living, 
were formerly to him and his friends, But the miſ- 
chief is, he looks upon the ſame kind of errors which 
he himſelf was guilty of with an eye of ſcorn, and 
with that ſort of ill-will which men entertain againſt 
each other for different opinions: Thus a crazy con- 
ſlitution, and an uneaſy mind is fretted with vexati- 
ous paſſions for young men's doing fooliſhly what it ig 
folly to do at all. Dear Sir, this is my preſent ſtate 
of mind; I hate thoſe [ ſhould laugh at, and envy 
thoſe 1 contemn. The time of youth and vigorous 
manhood, paſſed the way in which I have diſpoſed of 
it, 1s attended with theſe conſequences; but to thoſe 
who live and paſs away life as they ought, all parts 
of it are equally pleaſant ; only the memory of good 
and worthy actions is a feaſt which muſt give a 
quicker reliſh to the ſoul than ever it could poſſibly 
taſte in the higheſt enjoyments or jollities of youth. 
As for me, if I fit down in my great chair and begin 
to ponder, the vagaries of a child are not more ridi- 
culous than the circumſtances which are heaped up in 
my memory; fine gowns, country dances, ends of 
tunes, interrupted converſations, and midnight quar- 
rels, are what muſt neceſſarily compoſe my 2 
[ beg of you to print this, that ſome Ladies of my 
acquaintance, and my years, may be perſuaded to 
wear warm night-caps this cold ſeaſon: and that my 
old friend Jack Tawdry may buy him a cane, and 
x not 
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not creep with the air of a ſtrut. I muſt add to all 
* this, that if it were not for one pleaſure, which | 
thought a very mean one until of very late years, l 
© ſhould have no one great ſatisfaction left; but if! 
* hve to the 10th of March, 1714, and all my ſecurities 
© are good, I ſhall be worth fifty thouſand pound, 
Ian, SIX, 
. Your moſt humble ſer want, 


Jack Afﬀerday, 


Mr. SpRCTAToOR, 
- OU will infinitely: oblige a diſtreſſed lover, if 
8 V you will inſert in your very next paper, the 
« following letter to my miſtreſs, You muſt know, I 

am not a perſon apt to deſpair, but ſhe has got an 
© odd humour of ſtopping ſhort unaccountably, and, as 
© ſhe herſelf told a confident of hers, ſhe has cold fits, 
© 'Theſe fits ſhall laſt her a month or fix weeks together; 
and as ſhe falls into them without provocation, ſo it 
© 1s to be hoped ſhe will return from them without the 
© merit of new ſervices, But life and love will not ad- 
mit of ſuch intervals, therefore pray let her be ad- 
7 moniſhed as follows. | | 


Madam, 5 
* T Love you, and I honour you: therefore pray do 
not tell me of waiting until decencies, until 


forms, until humours are conſulted and gratified. If 
© you have that happy conſtitution as to be indolent 
for ten weeks together, you ſhould conſider that all 
© that while | burn in impatiences and fevers; but ſtill 
you ſay it will be time enough, though I and you 
too grow older while we are yet talking. Which do 
© you think the more reaſonable, that you ſhould alter a 
© ſtate of indifference for happineſs, and that to oblige i 
me, or I live in torment, and that to lay no manner \ 
© of obligation upon you? While | indulge your inſen- 
© ſibility | am doing nothing; if you favour my paſſion, 
you are beſtowing bright deſires, gay hopes, generous | 
* cares, noble reſolutions and tranſporting rapturesupon, 
| Madam, 
Your maſt devoted bumble ſervant. 
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Mr. SPECTATOR, 
ERE is a gentlewoman lodges in the fame 
houſe with me, that I never did any injury to 
in my whole life; and ſhe 1s always railing at me to 
thoſe that ſhe knows will tell me of it. Do not you 
think ſhe is in Love with me? or would you have 


me break my mind yet or not? 


to all 
hich | 
ears, [ 
ut if! 
urities 


4 Your ſervant, 
rday, Je N 


5 B, 


r, if 
ö the 


w, I 
t an * laſt night in the hall theſe holidays; when I lay down 


d, 40 ſh d hit me 
and was blinded, ſhe pulled off her ſhoe, an | 
fits, © with the heel ſuch a rap, as almoſt broke my head q 


Mr. SpECTaTOR,BÞ9 . 1 f 
Am a footman in a great family, and am in Love 
n 1 with the houſe-maid. We were all at hot-cockleg 


ders pieces. Pray, Sir, was this Love or ſpite? 


FY 
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att] T ajuO- yap abo I late xα. Frag. vet. Poet. 
ons Wedlock's an ill men eagerly embrace. 
- Y father whom I mentioned in my firſt ſpecu- 
0 M lation, and whom I muſt always name with ho- 
40 nour and gratitude, has very frequently talked 
— to me upon the ſubject of marriage. I was in my 


ounger years engaged, partly by his advice, and partly 
BE by — 4 — 2 the courtſhip of a perſon 
who had a great deal of beauty, and did not at my firſt 
approaches ſeem to have any averſion to me; but as my 
natural taciturnity hindered me from ſhewing myſelf to 
the beſt advantage, ſhe by degrees began to look upon 
's me as a very filly fellow, and being reſolved to regard 
merit more than any thing elſe 1n the perſons who 
made their applications to her, ſhe married a 3 


— 


* 
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of dragoons who happened to be beating up for recruit 
in thoſe parts. 

This unlucky accident has given me an averſion 1 
pretty fellows ever ſince, * diſcouraged me from 
trying my fortune with the Fair ſex. The obſervation 
which ! made in this conjuncture, and the repeated ad- 
vices which I received at that time from the good old 
man abovementioned, have produced the following 
eſſay upon Love and marriage. 

The pleaſanteſt part of a man's life is generally that 
which paſſes in courtſhip, provided his paſſion be ſin- 
cere, and the party beloved kind with — Love, 
deſire, hope; all the pleaſing motions of the ſoul riſe in 
the purſuit. 


It is eaſier for an artful man who is not in Love, to 0 
1 his miſtreſs he has a paſſion for her, and ton 
ucceed in his purſuits, than for one who loves with, 
the greateſt violence. True Love has ten thouſand huſ 
griefs, impatiences and refentments, that render a man on 
unamiable in the eyes of the perſon whoſe affection he che 
ſolicits; beſides, that it finks his figure, gives him ra 
fears, apprehenſions and poorneſs of ſpitit, and often Wil '© 
makes him appear ridiculous where he has a mind to P“ 
recommend himſelf, : oo" 

Thoſe marriages generally abound moſt with Love Wl © 
and conſtancy, that are preceded by a long courtſhip. LY 
The paſſion ſhould ftrike root, and gather ſiren th be- , 


fore marriage be grafted on it. A long courſe of hopes 
and expectations fixes the idea in our minds, and habi- 
tuates us to a fondneſs of the perſon beloved, ye 

There is nothing of ſo great importance to us, as the 
od qualities of one to whom we join ourſelves for 
ife; they do not only make our preſent ſtate agree- P 
able, but often determine our happineſs to all eternity. q 
Where the choice 1s left to friends, the chief point un- 
der conſideration 1s an eſtate: where the parties chooſe 
- for themſelves, their thoughts turn moſt upon the per- 
ſon. They have both their reaſons. The firſt would 
procure many conveniences and pleaſures of life to the 
party whoſe intereſt they eſpouſe; and at the ſame 
time may hope that the wealth of their friends will turn 
to their own credit and advantage. The others are pre- 

x paring 
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aring for themſelves a perpetual feaſt. A good perſon 


oes not only raiſe, but continue love, and breeds a ſe- 
ret pleaſure and complacency in the beholder, when 


0 he firſt heats of deſire are extinguiſhed. It puts the 
—— ife or huſband in countenance both among friends 
ed ad nd ſtrangers, and generally fills the family with a 


ealthy and beautiful race of children. 

[| ſhould prefer a woman that is agreeable in my own 
ye, and not deformed in that of the world, to a cele- 
brated beauty. If you marry one remarkably beautiful, 
You muſt have a violent paſſion for her, or you have not 
he proper taſte of her charms; and if you have ſuch a 
paſſion for her, it is odds but it would be imbittered 
with fears and jealouſies. 

Good-nature and evennefs of temper will give you 
an eaſy companion for life; virtue and good ſenſe, an 
agreeable friend; love and conſtancy a good wife or 
rang huſband. Where we meet one perſon with all theſe ac- 
compliſhments, we find an hundred without any one of 
n he them. The world, notwithſtanding, is more intent on 
trains and equipages, and all the ſhowy parts of life ; 
often we love rather to dazzle the multitude, than conſult our 
ad to proper intereſts; and, as | have elſewhere obſerved, it 

is one of the moſt unaccountable paſlions of human na- 
Love ture, that we are at greater pains to appear eaſy and hap- 
ſhip. p, to others, than really to make ourſelves ſo. Of all 
\ be. WY diſparities, that in humour makes the moſt unhappy mar- 
oben riages, yet ſcarce enters into our thoughts at the contrac- 
F. ting of them. Several that are in this reſpect unequally 
yoked, and uneaſy for life, with a perſon of a particu- 
the lar character, might have been pleaſed and happy with 
oo a perſon of a contrary one, notwithſtanding they are both 


mee. — equally virtuous and laudable in their kind. 
nity. Before marriage we cannot be too inquiſitive and 
4 diſcerning in the faults of the perſon beloved, nor 


ofa after it too dim-fighted and ſuperticial. However perfect 
per- and accompliſhed the perſon appears to you at adiſtance, 
ald you will find many blemiſhes and imperfections in her 


the humour, upon a more intimate acquaintance, which 
age you never diſcovered or perhaps ſuſpected. Here there- 
mon fore diſcretion and good-nature are to ſhew their 


—_ ſtrength; the firſt will hinder your thoughts from 
dwelling 
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dwelling on what is diſagreeable, the other will raiſe in 
you all the tenderneſs of compaſſion and humanity, 
and by degrees ſoften thoſe very imperfeQions int 
beaaties. 

Marriage enlarges the ſcene of our happineſs and 
miſeries. A marriage of love is pleaſant; a marriage 
of intereſt eaſy; and a marriage, where both meet, 
happy. A happy marriage has in it all the pleaſures o 
friendſhip, all the enjoy ments of ſenſe and reaſon, and 
indeed, all the ſweets - of life. — is a greater 

t 


mark of a degenerate and vicious age, than the com- \ 
mon ridicule which paſſes on this ſtate of life. It is, he 
indeed, only happy in thoſe who can look down with ic 
ſcorn or neglect on the impieties of the times, and tread Mitre 
the paths of life to ether in a conſtant uniform courſe ea 
of virtue. ep 
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Nulla wenenato littera miſta joco eſt. ſuel 
Ovid Triſt. I. 2. ver. 566. 8 

Satirical reflexians I avoid, | Ih. 
Think myſelf highly obliged to the publick for their Ib. 
kind acceptance of a paper which viſits them every Fyir 
morning, and has in it none of thoſe ſeaſonings that WF... 
recommend ſo many of the writings which are in vogue Mthi. 
among us. all 
As on the one ſide, my paper has not in it a ſingle pol 
word of news, a reflexion in politicks, nor a ſtroke of tic. 
party; ſo on the other, there are no faſhionable touches * 
of inſidelity, no obſcene ideas, no ſatires upon prieſthood, Ii .. 
marriage and the like popular topicks of ridicule; no nat 
private ſcandal, nor any thing that may tend to the de- ¶ im: 
famation of particular perſons, families, or ſocieties. —_ 
There is not one of thoſe abovementioned ſubjects res 
that would not fell a very indifferent paper, could I val 


think of gratifying the public by ſuch mean and baſe 
. methods. 


Jo 26 
raiſe in 
Ianity, 
s im 
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ethods. But notwithſtanding I have rejected every 
ing that ſavours of party, every thing that is looſe and 
imoral, and every thing that might create uneafineſs 
the minds of particular perſons, I find that the de- 
and of my papers has increaſed every month ſince 
eir firit appearance in the world. This does not per- 
aps reflect ſo much honour upon myſelf, as on my rea- 
ers, who give a mach greater attention to diſcourſes of 


{s and 


1, andi irtue and morality, than ever I expected, or indeed 
TEeater ould hope. 
com. When I broke looſe ſrom that great body of writers 
It is, ho have employed their wit and parts in propagating 
| with ice and irreligion, did not queition but I ſhould be 


reated as an odd kind of fellow that had a mind to ap- 
pear ſingular in my way of writing: Bur the general re- 
eption | have found, convinces me that the world is not 
o corrupt as we are apt to imagine; and that if thoſe 
en of parts who have been employed in vitiating the 
age had endeavoured to rectify and amend it, they need- 
ed not have ſacrificed their good ſenſe and virtue to their 
Fame and reputation. No man is ſunk in vice and ig- 
norance, but there are ſtill ſome hidden ſeeds of 8 
neſs and knowledge in him; which give him a reliſh of 
ſuch reflexions and ſpeculations as have an aptneſs to 
improve the mind, and make the heart better. 
have ſhewn in a former paper, with how much care 
I have avoided all ſuch thoughts as are looſe, obſcene 
or immoral; and I believe my reader would {till think 


their the better of me, if he knew the pains I am at in quali- 
1 * fying what | write after ſuch a manner, that nothing 


may be interpreted as aimed at private perſons. . or 


ogue this reaſon when I draw any faulty character, I confider 
all thoſe perſons to whom the malice of the world may 
ingle poſſibly apply it, and take care to daſh it with ſuch par- 
ke of Bil icular circumſtances as may prevent all ſuch ill- na- 
iches I tured applications. If write any thing on a black man, 
00d, BE run over in my mind all the eminent perſons in the 
3, 20 nation who are of that complexion: when I place an 
e de- imaginary name at the head of a character, examine 
bs every ſyllable and letter of it, that it may not bear any 
ory reſemblance to one that is real, I know very well the 


baſe value which every man fets upon his reputation, = 


ws 0 
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how painful it is to be expoſed to the mirth and der 
ſion of the public, and ſhould therefore ſcorn to dive 
my reader, at the expence of any private man. ] 
. As1 have been thus tender of every particular perſon' 
reputation, ſo I have taken more than ordinary care ng 
to give oftence to thoſe who appear in the higher figure 
of life. I would not make myſelf merry even with 
piece of paſteboard that is inveſted with a public cha 
rater; for which reaſon ] have never glanced upon tht 
late deſigned proceſſion of his holineſs and his atten 
dants, notwithſtanding it might have afforded matte 
to many ludicrous ſpeculations. Among thoſe advan 
tages, which the public may reap from this paper, it 
1s not the leaſt, that it draws mens minds off from th 
bitterneſs of party, and furniſhes them with ſubjects 6 
diſcourſe that may be treated without warmth or paſſion. 
I his is ſaid to have been the firſt deſign of thoſe Gentle. 
men who ſet on foot the royal ſociety; and had then: 
very good effect, as it turned many of the greateſt ge. 
niuſes of that age to the diſquiſitions of natural know: 
ledge, who, if they had engaged in politicks with the 
ſame parts and application, might have ſet their cou Mut 
try in a flame. The air-pump, the barometer, the 
uadrant, and the like inventions were thrown out to 
thoſe buſy ſpirits, as tubs and barrels are to a whale, th oer 
he may let the ſhip ſail on without diſturbance, while or 
he diverts himſelf with thoſe innocent amuſements. 
I have been ſo very ſcrupulous in this particular of 
not hurting any man's reputation that I have forbor 
mentioning even ſuch authors as | could not name with-Wpe u 
out-honour. This ] muſt confeſs to have been a piece 
of very great ſelf-denial: For as the public reliſhes no- Wine: 
thing better than the ridicule which turns upon a writer 
of any eminence, ſo there is nothing which a man that Wl — 
has but a very ordinary talent in ridicule may execute C 
with greater eaſe, One might raiſe laughter for 2 
quarter of a year together upon the works of a perſon 
who has publiſhed but a very few volumes. For which c 
reaſon | am aſtoniſhed, that thoſe who have appeared WS co 
againſt this paper have made fo very little of it. The thi 
criticiſms which I have hitherto publiſhed, have been 
made with an intention rather to diſcover beauties and WWF v 
| excellencies 
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ccellencies in the writers of my own time, than to 
bliſh any of their faults and imperfections. In the 
ean while I ſhould take it for a very great favour from 
dme of my underhand detractors, if they would break all 
eaſures with me ſo far, as to give me a pretence for 
amining their performances with an impartial eye: 
or ſhall I look upon it as any breach of charity to cri- 
jciſe the author, 3 long as | keep clear of the perſon. 
In the mean while, until | am provoked to ſuch hoſti- 
ities, I ſhall from time to time endeavour to do juſtice , 
> thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the politer 
darts of learning, and to point out ſuck beauties in 
heir works as may have eſcaped the obſervation of 
thers. ö 
As the firſt place among our Exgliſb poets is due to 
{ilton ; and as | have drawn more quotations out of 
im than from any other, I ſhall enter into a regular 
riticiſm upon his Paradiſe Loft, which I ſhall publiſh 
very Saturday until | have given my thoughts upon that 
oem. I ſhall not however preſume to impoſe upon 
dthers my own particular judgment on this author, 
dut only deliver it as my private opinion. Criticiſm 
s of a very large extent, and every particular maſter | 
n this art has his favourite 1 in an author, which 
Io not equally ſtrike the beſt judges. It will be ſufficient | 
or me if I diſcover many beauties or im ions 
vhich others have not attended to, and I ſhould be very 
glad to ſee any of our eminent writers publith their dit. 
overies on the ſame ſubject. In ſhort, I would always | 
rs of criticiſm in the 
in thoſe two famous 


pirit which Horace has expre 
ines; 


/ guid noviſti rectias iftis, 
Candidus imperti; i non, bis ulore mecum. | 
| Ep. 6. Ib. 1. ver. ult, 


* If you have made any better remar'cs of your own, | 
communicate them with candour 5 if not, u ake uſe of 
theſe | preſent you with.” | | 


Vol. IV. C 
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Gratulor quod eum quem neceſſe erat diligere, qualiſcunque 


11 


Het, talem habemus ut libenter quogqus diligamus 
fy he Trebonius apud Tull. 


I rejoice, that the perſon, whom it was my duty to 


6 


4 
4 
4 


ſeeing my younger boy ſliding upon the ice. 


love, good or bad, is ſuch an one, that I can love 
him with a willing mind. 


Mr. SyECTATOR, 


Am the happy father of a very towardly ſon, in 
whom I do not only ſee my life, but alſo my man- 
ner of life, renewed. It would be extremely bene- 

ficial to ſociety, if you would frequently reſume ſub- 
jets which ſerve to bind theſe ſort of relations faſter, 
and endear the ties of blood with thoſe of good-will, 
protection, obſervance, indulgence, and veneration. I 
would, methinks, have this done after an uncommon 
method, and do not think any one, who is not capable 
of writing a good play, fit to undertake a work where- 
in there will neceſſarily occur ſo many ſecret inſtincts, 
and biaſſes of human nature which would paſs unob- 
ſerved by common eyes. | thank Heaven I have no 
outrageous offence againſt my own excellent parents to 
anſwer for; but when I am now and then alone, and 
pou back upon my paſt life, from my earlieſt infancy 
0 this time, there are many faults which I commit- 
ted that did not appear to me, even until I myſelf be- 
came a father, I had not until then a notion of the 
earnings of heart, which a man has when he ſees his 
child do a laudable thing, or the ſudden damp which 
feizes him when he fears he will act ſomething un- 
worthy. It is not. to be imagined, what a remorſe 
touched me for a long train of childiſh negligences 
of my mother, when faw my wife the other day look 
out of the window, and -turn 'as pale as aſhes upon 
Theſe 
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light intimations will give you to underſtand, that 


there are numberleſs little crimes which children take 
no notice of while they are doing, which upon re- 
flexion, when they ſhall themſelves become fathers, - 


they will look upon with the utmoſt ſorrow and con- 
trition, that they did not regard, before thoſe whom 


they offended were to be no more ſeen. - How many - 


thouſand things do I remember- which would have 


highly pleaſed my father, and I omitted for no other 
reaſon, but that | thought what he propoſed the effect 
of humour and old age, which I am now convinced 


had reaſon and good ſenſe in it. I cannot now go 


into the parlour to him, and make his heart glad with + 
an account of a matter which was of no conſequence, ' 
but that I told it, and acted in it. The good man 
and woman are long ſince in their graves, who uſed to 
fit and plot the welfare of us their children, while, 
perhaps, we were ſometimes _—_ at the old folks 

e truth of it is, were 


at another end of the houſe. T 
we merely to follow nature in theſe great duties of 


life, though we have a — inſtinct towards the 
ſhould be on both ſides very - 
generality of 


performing of them, we 
deficient. Age is ſo unwelcome to the 
mankind, and growth towards manhood ſo deſirable 


to all, that reſignation to decay is too difficult a taſk in 
the father; and deference, amidſt the impulſe of gay - 
defires, appears unreaſonable to the ſon. There are 


ſo few who can grow old with a race, and yet 
fewer who can come ſlow enough into the world, that 
a father, were he to be actuated by his defires, and 
a ſon, were he to conſult himſelf only, could neither 


of them behave himſelf as he ought to the other. But 
when reaſon interpoſes againſt inſtinct, where it would 


carry either out of the intereſts of the other, there 


ariſes that happieſt intercourſe of good offices between 


thoſe deareſt relation; of human life. The father, 


according to the opportunities which are offered to + 
Loving down bleſſings on the ſon, and the 
ſon endeavouring to appear the worthy offspring of 


him, is 


ſuch a father. It is after this manner that Camillus 


and his firſt-born dwell ther. Camillzs enjoys a2 
n is 


pleaſing and indolent ; in which 0 
1%; he we, Faubdued 
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« ſubdued and reaſon exalted. He waits the day of hi? 
* diffolution with a refignation mixed with delight, and 


the ſon fears the acceſſion of his father's fortune with ' 


« diffidence, leſt he ſhould not enjoy or become it as well 
© as his predeceſſor. Add to this, that the father 
© knows leaves a. friend to the children of © his 
friends, an eaſy landlord to his . tenants, and an 
© agreeable companion to his acquaintance. He be- 
© lieves his ſon's behaviour will make him frequent! 


< remembred, but never wanted. This commerce is ſo 


well cemented, that without the pomp of ſaying, 
© Fon, be a friend to ſuch a one when I am gone; Camille, 


knows, being in his favour is direction enough to the 


* grateful youth who is to ſucceed him, without the 
* admonition of his mentioning it. Theſe Gentlemen 
© are honoured in all their neighbourhood, and the ſame 
effect which the court has on the manners of a king- 
dom, their characters have on all who live within 
the influence of them. 

My ſon and | are not of fortune to communicate 
© our — actions or intentions to ſo many as theſe 
Gentlemen do; but Iwill be bold to ſay, my ſon has, 
by the applauſe and approbation which his behaviour 
towards me has gained him, occaſioned that many an 
© old man, beſides myſelf, has rejoiced. Other mens 
© children follow the example of mine, and I have the 
< inexprefiible happineſs of overhearing our neighbours, 


© as we ride by, point to their children, and ſay, with 


* a voice of joy,' There they go. 


ell regarded beſtow upon each other. Ordinary paſ- 

ages are no longer ſuch, but mutual love gives an 
importance to the moſt indifferent things, and a merit 

to actions the moſt inſignificant. When we look round 


which are created by the malice and infinuation of 


SW K K a a a 


© principles of reaſon, pot the impulſes of intlinct. 4 


* 


© You cannot, Mr. Sr ESTA Ton, paſs your time bet- 
ter than inſinuating the delights which theſe relations 


the world, and obſerve the miny miſunderſtandings 


the meaneſt ſervants between people thus related, how 
neceſſary will it appear that it were inculcated that 
men would be upon their guard to ſup a con- 

of affection, and that grounded upon the 
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It is from the common prejudices which men re- 
* ceive from their parents, that hatreds are kept alive 
from one generation to another; and when men act 


by inſtin, hatreds will deſcend when good offices 


are forgotten. For the degeneracy of human life is 
* ſuch, that our anger is more eaſily transferred to our 
children than our love. Love always gives ſomething - 
to the object it delights in, and anger ſpoils the per- 
* ſon againit whom it is moved of ſomething laudable 
in him; from this degeneracy therefore, anda fort of 
* ſelf-love, we are more prone to take up the ill-will of 
our parents, than to follow them in their friendſhips. 

* One would think there ſhould need no more to 
make men keep up this fort of relation with the ut- 
* moſt ſanity, than to examine their own hearts. If 
« every father remembered his own — and incli- 
nations when he was a ſon, and every ſon remembred 


* what be expected from his father, when he himſelf 


was in a ſtate of dependence, this one reflexion would 
«* preſerve men from being diſſolute or rigid in theſe 
« ſeveral capacities. The power and ſubjectlion between 
* them, when broken, make them more emphatically 
* tyrants and rebels agaiaſt each other, with greater 
* cruelty of heart, than the diſruption of ſtates and em- 
* pires can poſſibly produce. | ſhall end this applica- 
* tion to you with two letters which paſſed between a 
* mother and ſon very lately, and are as follows, 


Dear Frank, 


IF the pleaſures, which I have the grief to hear 
1 you purſue in town, do not take up all your time, 
do not deny your mother ſo much of it, as to read ſe- 
* riouſly this letter. You ſaid before Mr. Letacre, that 
an old woman might live very well in the country 
* upon half my jointure, and that your father was a fond 
fool to give me a rent-charge of eight hundred a year 
to the prejudice of his ſon, What Letacre ſaid to you 
* upon that occaſion, you ought to have borne with 
more decency, as he was your father's well beloved 
* ſervant, than to have called him Country-put. In the 
* firſt place, Frank, I muſttell you, | will have my rent 
* duly paid, for | will make-up to your ſiſters for the 
; C 3 partiality 
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4 after, , 


— I was guilty of, in mon your father d 
o much as he has done for you. I may, it ſeem 
live upon half my jointure! I lived upon much 
leſs, Frank, when I carried you from place to place 
in theſe arms, and could neither eat, dreſs, or mind 
any thing for feeding and tending you a weakly child 
and ſheddin tears when the convulſions you wen 
then — with returned upon you. By my care 
you outgrew them, 'to throw away the vigour of your 
youth in the arms of hariots, and deny your mother 
what is not yours to detain. Poth your ſiſters are 
crying to ſee the paſſion which I ſmother ; bur if you 
pleaſe to go on thus like a Gentleman of the town, 
and forget all regards to yourſelf and family, I ſhall 
immediately enter upon your eſtate for the arrear due 
to me, and without one tear more contemn you for 
forgetting the fondneſs of your mother, as much a 
you have the example of your father. O Frank, do 
I live to omit writing myſelf, CREW 


4 1 bn bong 


2 Dur affectionate mother, 


A, = 

MaDpam, 
Will come down to-morrow and pay the money 
on my knees, Pray write ſo no more. I will 


take care you never ſhall, for I wall be for ever here- 


Your moſt dutiful fn, 


I will bring down new heads for my ſiſters. Pray 
© [kt all be forgotten. 1 
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Lecretum iter & fallentis ſemita vitæ. 
Hor. Ep. 18. lib. 1. ver. 103. 
— — Cloſe retirement, and a life by ſtealth. 
CREECH. 


T has been from age to age an affectation to love the 
1 pleaſure of ſolitude, amongſt thoſe who cannot poſ- 
fſibly be ſuppoſed qualified for paſſing life in that 
manner. This people have taken up from reading the 
many agreeable things which have been writ on that 
ſubject, for which we are beholden to excellent perſons 
who delighted in being retired and abſtracted from the 
pleaſures that inchant the generality of the world. This 
way of life is recommended indeed with great beauty, 
and in ſuch a manner as diſpoſes the reader for the 
time to a pleaſing forgetfulneſs, or negligence of the 
particular — of life in which he is engaged, toge- 
ther with a longing for that ſtate which he is charmed 
with in deſcription. But when we conſider the world 
itſelf, and how few there are capable of a religious, learn- 
ed, or philoſophic ſolitude, we ſhall be apt to change 
a regard to that ſort of ſolitude, for being a little — 
lar in enjoying time after the way a man himſelf likes 
beſt in the world, without going ſo far as wholly to 
withdraw from it. I have often obſerved, there is not 
a man breathing who does not differ from all other men, 
as much in the ſentiments of his mind as the features 
of his face. The felicity is, when any one is ſo happy 
as to find out and follow what is the proper bent of 
his genius, and turn all his endeavours to exert himſelf 
according as that prompts him. Inſtead of this, which 
is an innocent method of enjoying a man's ſelf, and 
turning out of the general tracks wherein you have 
crouds of rivals, there are thoſe who purſue their own 
way out of a ſourneſs and ſpirit of contradiction: 


1heſe men do every thing which they are able to ſup- 
C4 port, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— — ——— — 


56 Tur SrrerArox. Ne 26 


t, as if guilt and impunity could not go together. 

hey 555 a thing only becauſe another diſlikes it; 
and affect forſooth an inviolable conſtancy in matter 
of no manner of moment. I hus ſometimes an old fel- 
low ſhall wear this or that ſort of cut in his clothes with 
great integrity, while all the reſt of the world are de- 
generated into buttons, 22 and loops unknown to 

18 


their anceſtors. As inſignificant as even this is, if it _ 
were ſearched to the bottom, you perhaps would. find 
it not ſincere, but that he is in the faſhion in his heart, es 
and holds out from mere obſtinacy. But | am running ws 
from my intended purpoſe, which was to celebrate a 13 
certain particular manner of paſling away life, and 11 - 
a contradiction to no man, but a reſolution to contract = 
none of the exorbitant deſires by which others are en- — 
ſlaved. The beſt way of ſeparating a man's ſelf from the 87 1 
world, is to give up the deſire of being known to it. in a2 
After a man has preſerved his innocence, and performed ¶ tave 
all duties incumbent upon him, his time ſpent his own in; 
way is what makes his life differ from that of a ſlave, *r 
If they who affect ſhow and pomp knew how many of the 
their ſpectators derided their trivial taſte, they would int 
be very much leſs elated, and have an inclination to he. 
examine the merit of all they have to do with: They the 
would ſoon find out that there are many who make a Ha 
f.gure below what their fortune or merit intitles them ** 
to, out of mere choice, and an elegant deſire of eaſe and * 
diſincumbrance. It would look like romance to tell Hand 
you in this age of an old man who 1s contented to paſs Wc... 
for an humouriſt, and one who does not underſtand the "ee 
figure he ought to make in the world, while he lives Wh}... 
in a lodging of ten ſhillings a week with only one ſer- mat 
vant : While he dreſſes himſelf according to the ſeaſon Holde 
in cloth or in ſtuff, and has no one neceſſary attention * 
to any thing but the bell which calls to prayers twice a ſu 
a day. | ſay it would look like a fable to report that biz 


this Gentleman gives away all which is the overplus and 
of a great fortune, by ſecret methods to other men. If Wh. q. 
he has not the pomp of a numerous train, and of pro- tay] 
feliors.of ſervice to him, he has every day he lives the ban 


. . conſcience that the widow, the fatherleſs, the mourner, toc 


and the ſtranger bleſs his unſeen hand in their prayers. Wc 
This humouriſt gives up all the compliments which 


people 
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people of his own condition could make him, for the 
pleaſures of helping the afflicted, ſupplying the needy, 
and befriending the neglected. This humouriſt keeps 
to himſelf much more than he wants, and gives a vaſt 
refuſe of his PEEING to purchaſe heaven, and by 
freeing others from the temptations of worldly want, 
carry a retinue with him thĩther. | 

Of all men who affect living in a particular way, 
next to this admirable character, I am the moſt ena- 
moured of Irzs, whoſe condition will not admit of ſuch 
largeſſes, and perhaps would not be capable of making 
them, if it were. Jrus, though he is now turned of fifty, 
has not appeared in the world, in his real character, 
ſince five and twenty, at which age he ran out a ſmall 
patrimony, and fpent ſome time after with rakes who 
had lived upon him: A courſe of ten years time paſſed 
in all the little alleys, by-paths, and ſometimes open 
taverns and ſtreets of this town, gave Jrus a perfect {kill 
in judging of the inclinations of mankind, and ating 
accordingly. He ſeriouſly conſidered he was poor, and 
the general horror which moſt men have of all who are 
in that condition. Jrus judged very rightly that while 
he could keep his poverty a ſecret, he ſhould not feel 
the weight Fit; he improved this thought into an at- 
fectation of cloſeneſs and covetouſneſs. Upon this one 
principle he reſolved to govern his future life; and in 
the thirty-fixth year of his age he repaired to Long-l/anc, 
and looked upon ſeveral dreſſes which hung there de- 
ſerted by their firſt maſters, and expoſed to the pur- 
chaſe of the beſt bidder. At this place he exchanged 
his gay ſhabbineſs of clothes fit for a much younger 
man, to warm ones that would be decent for a much 
older one, rus came out thoroughly equipped from 
head to foot, with a little oaken cane in the form of 
a ſubſtantial man that did not mind his dreſs, turned of 
bfty. He had at this time fifty pounds in ready money; 
and in this habit, with this fortune, he took his preſent 
lodging in St. John Street, at the manſion-houſe of a 
taylor's widow, who waſhes, and can clear-ſtarch his 
bands, From that time to this he has kept the main 
Rock, without alteration under or over to the value of 
ive pounds, He left off all his old acquaintance to a 
C5 man, 
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man, and all his arts of life, except the play of back 
gammon, upon which he has more than bore his charge 
Jrus has, ever ſince he came into this neighbourhoc 
given all the intimations he ſkilfully could of being 
cloſe hunks worth money: no body comes to viſit hin 
he receives no letters, and tells his money mornin 
and evening. He has, from the public papers, a knoy 
ledge of what generally paſſes, ſhuns all diſcourſes « 
money, but ſhrugs his ſhoulder when you talk of ſeci 
rities; he denies his being rich with the air, which d 
do who are in vain of being ſo: He is the oracle of 
neighbouring juſtice of peace, who meets him ar th! 
coftee-houſe ; he hopes that what he has muſt, come n 
ſomebody, and that he has no heirs, have that effet 
wWhere- ever he is known, that he every day has three 

four invitations to dine at different places, which he 
nerally takes care to chooſe in ſuch a manner, as no 
to ſeem inclined to the richer man. All the young mei 
reſpect him, and ſay he is juſt the ſame man he was whe 
they were boys. He uſes no artifice in the world, bu 
makes uſe of men's deſigns 1 him to get a main 
tenance out of them. This he carries on by a certait 
peeviſhneſs, (which he acts very well) that no one would 
| believe could poſſibly enter into the head of a poor fe 
low. His mien, his dreſs, his N and his languay 
are ſuch, that you would be at a loſs to gueſs whethe: 
in the active part of his life he had been a ſenſible ci 
" tizen, or ſcholar that knew the world. Theſe are the 

* circumſtances in the life of rus, and thus doe 
he paſs away his days a ſtranger to mankind; and a 
his death, the worſt that wall be ſaid of him will be 
that he got by every man who had expectations from him, 
more than he had to leave him. : 

I have an inclination to print the following letters; 
for that 1 have heard the author of them has ſome 
where or other ſeen me, and by an excellent faculty ii 
mimickry my correſpondents tell me he can aſſume my 
air, and give my taciturnity a ſlineſs which diverts more 

than any thing I could ſay if I were preſent, Thus! 
am glad my filence 1s atoned for to the good company 
in town. He has carried his ſkill in imitation fo far, 


as to have forged a letter from my friend Sir Rocr: 
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in ſuch a manner, that any one but [, who amthoroughly 
acquainted with him, would have taken it for genuine. 


Mr. SPECTa TOR, 

0 Aving obſerved in Lilly's grammar how ſweetly 
p Bacchus and Apollo run in a verſe: I have (to 
« preſerve the amity between them) called in Bacchus to 
« the aid of my profeſſion of the Theatre. So that while 
«* ſome people of quality are beſpeaking plays of me to 
be acted upon ſuch a day, and others, hogſheads for 
their houſes againſt ſuch a time; I am wholly em- 
« ployed in the agreeable ſervice of wit and wine: Sir, 
I have ſent you Sir Roger e Coverley's letter to me, 
* which pray comply with in favour of the Bumper 
* tavern, Be kind, for you know a player's utmoſt 
pride is the approbation of the SpzcTaTOR, 

| Ian your admirer, though unknown, 


Richard Eſtcourt. 


To Mr, Eftcourt at his houſe in Covent-Garder. 
Ccverley, December the 18th, 1711. 


Old comical Ones, 


6 + hogſheads'of neat port came ſafe, and have 
he: ym thee good reputation in theſe parts; and 
* lam glad to hear, that a fellow who has been laying 
* out his money ever ſince he was born, for the mere 
* pleaſure of wine, has bethought himſelf of joinin 
, prom and pleaſure together. Our ſexton (poor mo 
* having received ſtrength from thy wine ſince his fit of 
* the gout, is hugely taken with it: He ſays it is given 
by nature for the uſe of families, that no ſteward's 
* table can be without it, that it ſtrengthens digeſtion, 
* excludes ſurfeits, fevers and phyſick; which green 
* wines of any kind cannot do. Pray get a pure 
* ſnug room, and | hope next term to help fill your 
* bumper with our people of the club; but you muſt 
* have no bells ſtirring when the Spectator comes; I 
* forbore ringing to dinner while he was down with 
me in the country. Thank you for the little hams 
© and Po tugal onions; pray keep ſome always by you; 
| 6 You 


— 
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; ages they have been more careful than the men to 
a 
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* You know my ſupper is only good Cheſbire cheeſe, 
* beſt muſtard, a golden pippin, attended with a pipe 
of John Sly's beſt, Sir } 54 has ſtol'n all your ſongs, 
and tells the ſtory of the th of November to perfection. 


Yours to ſerve , 
| Roger de Coverley, 
We have loſt old John ſince you were here. T 
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Dixerit # multis aliquis, quid virus in angues 
Adjicis ? & rabide tradis ovile lupæ ; 

| Ovid. de Art. Am. lib. 3, ver. 7, 
But ſome exclaim; What frenzy rules your mind? 
W ould you increaſe the craft of womankind ; 
Teach em new wiles and arts? As well you may 
Inſtruct a ſnake to bite, or wolf to prey. 

COxnGREVE, 


NE of the fathers, if Iam rightly informed, has 
defined a woman to be Ces OAoxogu?:, an ani- 
mal that delights in finery. I have already treated 
of the ſex in two or three papers, conformably to this 
definition, and have in particular obſerved, that in all 


orn that part of the head, which we generally call 
the outſide, 

This obſervation is ſo very notorious, that when in 
ordinary diſcourſe we ſay a man has a fine head, a long 
head, or a good head, we expreſs ourſelves metaphori- 
cally, and ſpeak in relation to his underſtanding ; where- 
as when we ſay of a woman, ſhe has a fine, a long or a 
good head, we ſpeak only in relation to her commode. 

It is obſerved among birds, th:+ nature has laviſhed 
all her ornaments upon the male, who very often ap- 
pears in*a moſt beautiful head-dreſs: 0 it be a. 
creſt, a comb, a tuſt of feathers, or a natural little 


plume, 
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plume, erected like a kind of pinacle on the very top of 
the head.. As nature on the contrary has poured out her 
charms in the greateſt abundance upon the female part 
of our ſpecies, ſo they are very aſſiduous in beſtowing 
upon themſelves the fineſt garnitures of art. The pea- 
cock, in all his 22 does not diſplay half the colours 
that appear in arments of a Britiþ Lady, when 
ſhe is dreſſed either for a ball or a birth- day. ; 

But to return to our female heads. The Ladies have 
been for ſome time in a kind of moulting ſeaſon, with 
regard to that part of their dreſs, having caf t 
quantities of ribbon, lace, and cambrick, and in == 
meaſure reduced that part of the human figure to the 
beautiful globular form, which is natural to it, We. 
have for a great while expected what kind of ornament 
would be ſubſtituted in the place of thoſe antiquated 
commodes. But our female PR were all the laſt 
ſummer ſo taken up with improvement of their 
petticoats, that they had not time to attend any thin 
elſe ; but having at length ſufficiently adorned. their 
lower parts, they now begin to turn their thoughts upon 
the other extremity, as well remembring the old kitchen 
proverb, that if you light your fire at both ends, the 
middle will ſhift for itſelf. a 

am engaged in this ſpeculation by a fight which I 
lately met with at the opera. As I was ſtanding in the 
hinder part of the box, I took notice of a little cluſter 
of women fitting together in the prettieſt coloured hoods 
that | ever ſaw. Cne of them was blue, another yellow, 
and another philomot ; the fourth was of a pink colour, 
and the fifth of a pale green. 1 looked with as much 
pleaſure upon this little party-caloured afſembly, as 
upon a bed of tulips, and did not know at firſt whether 
it might not be an embaſſy of Indian Queens; but upon 
my going about into the pit, and taking them in front, 
I was immediately undeceived, and ſaw ſo much beau 
in every face, that | found them all to be Exgliþh, Suck 
eyes, and lips, cheeks and foreheads, could be the 

rowth of no other country. The complexion of their 

aces hindred me from obſerving any farther the colour 
of their hoods, though I could 7 —_ by that 
unſpeakable ſatisfaction which appeared in their = 
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that their own thoughts were wholly taken up on thoſ 
pretty ornaments they wore upon their heads. 
.1 am informed that this faſhion ſpreads daily, inſo. 
much that the whig and tory Ladies begin already t 
. hang out different colours, and to ſhew their principle; 
zin their head dreſs. Nay if I may believe my friend 
WILL HontyComs, there is a certain old uette of 
his acquaintance who intends to appear very ſuddenly 
in a rainbow hood, like the Iris in Dryden's Virgil, 
not queſtioning but that among ſuch variety of colour 
* . ſhe ſhall have a charm for every heart. | 
My friend WILL, who very much values himſelf up. 
on his great inſights into galantry, tells me, that he can 
already gueſs at the humour a Lady is in by her hood, 
as the courtiers of Morocco know the diſpoſition of their 
preſent Emperor by the colour of the dreſs which he 
uts on. When Melzfinda wraps ther head in flame co- 
== her heart is ſet upon execution, When ſhe covers 
it with purple, I would not, ſays he, adviſe her lover 
to approach her; but if ſhe'appears in white, it is peace, 
and he may hand her out of her box with ſafety. 
W1LL informs me likewiſe, that theſe hoods may be 
uſed as ſignals. Why elſe, ſays he, does Cornelia always 
put on a black hood when ker huſband is gone into the 
country ? . 
Such are my friend Hoxneycoms's dreams of ga- 
lantry. For my own part, I impute this diverſity of 
colours in the hoods to the diverfity of complexion in 
the faces of my pretty countrywomen, Ovid in his 
Art of Love has given ſome precepts as to this parti- 
cular, though | find they are different from thoſe which 
prevail among the moderns. He recommends a red 
ſtriped ſilk to the pale complexion ; white to the brown, 
=, dark to the fair. On the contrary my friend 
Wir, who' pretends to be a greater maſter in this art 
than Ovid, tells me, that the paleſt features look the 
moſt agreeable in white ſarſenet; that a face which is 
overfluſhed appears to advantage in the deepeſt ſcarlet, 
and that the darkeſt complexion is not a little alleviated 
by a black hood. In ſhort, he is for loſing the colour 
of the face in that of the hood, as a fire Parks dimly, 
and à candle goes half out, in the light of the 4 
2 | 155 


Se.. 
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This, ſays he, your Ovid himſelf has hinted, where he 
treats of theſe matters, when he tells us that the blue 
water nymphs are dreſſed in ſky-coloured garments ; 
and that Aurora, who always appears in the light of 
the riſing ſun, is robed in ſaffron. | | 
Whether theſe obſervations are juſtly grounded I 
cannot tell: But I have often known him, as we have 
ſtood together behind the Ladies, praiſe or diſpraiſe the 
complexion of a face which he never ſaw, from ob- 
ſerving the colour of her hood, and has been very ſel- 
dom out in theſe his gueſſes. © | 
As I have nothing more at heart than the honour 
and improvement of the Fair ſex, 1 cannot conclude 
this paper without an exhortation to the Britiſh Ladies, 
that they would excel the women of all other nations 
as much in virtue and ſenſe, as they do in beauty ; 
which they may certainly do if they will be as induftrious 
to cultivate their minds, as they are to adorn their bo- 
dies: In the mean while I ſhall recommend to their moſt 
ſerious conſideration the ſaying of an old Gree# poet, 
Tosa #60» © r., x & xpuoia. 
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Id wer) eft, quod ego mihi puto palmarium, 

Me. reperifſe, quomodo adoleſcentulus 

Meretricum ingenia & mores poſſit noſcere : 

Mature ut cùm cognirit perpetus oderit. 

Ter. Eun, AR. To Sc, 4+ 

1 look upon it as my maſter- piece, that I have found 

out how a young fellow may know the diſpoſition 

and behaviour of harlots, and by early knowing come 

to deteſtthem, 


N O vice or wickedneſs which people fall iato from 
| indulgence to defres which are natural to all, 
ought to place them below the compaſſion of the 
virtuous part of the world ; which indeed often makes 
me a little apt to ſuſpe& the ſincerity of their —_— 

* wag 
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who are too warmly provoked at other peoples perſonal 
| fins, The unlawful commerce of the ſexes is of all Mouily 
other the hardeſt to avoid; and yet there is no one which plays 
you ſhall hear the rigider part of womankind ſpeak of Wi) © 
with ſo little mercy, It is very certain that a modeſt Wi !2g* 
woman cannot abhor the breach of chaſtity too much; ad o 
but pray let her hate it for herſelf, and only pity it in for © 
others. WIL. Hons vcous calls theſe over-offended whol 
Ladies, the outrageouſly virtuous. mind 
I do not deſign to fall upon failures in general, with unde 
relation to the gift of chaitity, but at preſent only en- her. 
ter upon that large field, and begin with the conſide- lage, 
ration of poor and publick whores. The other evening betic 
paſſing along near Covent- Garden, | was jogged on the the | 
elbow as I turned into the piazza, on the right hand loqu 
m_—_ out of Fames-flreet, by a ſlim young girl of 
about ſeventeen, who with a pert air aiked me if I was H 
for a pint of wine. I do not know but I ſhould have 85 
indulged my curioſity in having ſome chat with her, C: 
but that | am informed the man of the Bumper knows C 
me: and it would have made a ſtory for him not ve F 
agreeable to ſome part of my writings, though I have in 
others ſo 1 ſaid that I am wholly unconcerned 7 
4 


in any ſcene | am in, but merely as a ſpectator. I his 8 
impediment being in my way, we ſtood under one of H 
the arches by twilight; and there | could obſerve as ex- 0 
act features as | had ever ſeen, the moſt agreeable ſhape, H 
the fineſt neck and boſom, in a word, the whole perſon 7 


of a woman exquiſitely beautiful. She affected to allure 
me with a forced wantonneſs in her look and air; but 
] ſaw it checked with hunger and cold: Her eyes were 
wan and eager, her dreſs thin and tawdry, her mien 
genteel and childiſh. This ſtrange figure gave me much 
- anguiſh of heart, and to avoid being ſeen with her [ 
went away, but could not forbear giving her a crown. 
The poor thing fighed, curtſied, and with a bleſſing ex- 
preſſed with the utmoſt vehemence, turned from me. 
This creature is what they call newly come upon the town, 
but who, 1 ſuppoſe, falling into cruel hands was left m 
the firſt month from her diſhonour, and expoſed to paſs 
through the hands and diſcipline of one of thoſe hags 
of hell whom we call bawds. But leſt I ſhould grow tos 

5 b ſuddenly 


ouily 
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ſuddenly grave on this ſubject, and be myſelf outrage- 
4 „I ſhall turn to a ſcene of one of Fleteber's 
plays, where this character is drawn, and the cxcon0- 
my of whoredom moſt admirably deſcribed, The paſ- 
ſage I would point to is in the third ſcene of the ſecond 
act of The Humorous Lieutenant. Leucippe, who is agent 
for the King's luſt, and bawds at the ſame time for the 
whole court, is very pleaſantly introduced, reading her 
minutes as a perſon of buſineſs, with two maids, her 
under-ſecretaries, taking inſtructions at a table before 
her. Her women, boch theſe under her preſent tute- 
lage, and thoſe which ſhe is laying wait for, are alpha- 
betically ſet down in her book ; and ſhe is looking over 


the letter C, in a muttering voice, as if between ſoli- 


loquy and ſpeakipg out, ſhe ſays, 


Her maidenhead will yield ne; let me ſee now ; 

She is not fifteen they ſay : For her complexion-——m— 
Cloe, Cloe, Cloe, here I have her, 

Cloe, the daughter of a country Gentleman; 

Fer age upon fifieen. Now her 1 

A lovely brown ; here 'tis ; eyes black and rolling. 

The body neatly built; ſhe firikes a lute well, 

Sings moſt enticingly : Theſe helps conſider d, 

Her maidenhead will amount to ſome three hundred, 

Or three hundred and fifty crowns, 'twill bear it hand- 
Her father's poor, ſome little-ſhare dedutted, [ /omby, 
To buy him a hunting Nag | 


Theſe creatures are very well inſtructed in the cir- 
cumſtances and manners of all who are any way related 


is to be purchaſed with 350 crowns, and the father 
taken off with a pad ; the merchant's wife next to her, 
who abounds in plenty, is not to have downright money, 
but the mercenary part of her mind is engaged with a 
preſent of plate and a little ambition. She is made to un- 
derſtand that it is a young man of quality who dies for 
her. The examination ofayoung girl for buſineſs, and the 
crying down her value for being a flight thing, together 
with every other circamſtance in the ſcene, are inimi- 
tably excellent, and have the true ſpirit of comedy; 

though 


w + 


to the fair one whom they have a defign upon. As Che 


KE 
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. though it were to be wiſhed the author had added a ci 
cumſtance which ſhould make Leucippe's baſeneſs mo 
odious. | 
It muſt not be thought a digreſſion from my intend 
ed ſpeculation, to talk of bawds in a diſcourſe up 
wenches ; for a woman of the town 1s not thorough) 
and properly ſuch, without having gone through 
education of one of theſe houſes. But the compaſſionat 
caſe bf very many 1s, that they are taken into ſuch hand 
without any the leaſt ſuſpicion, previous temptation, u 
admonition to what place they are going. I he laſt week 
] went to an inn in the city to inquire for ſome provi 
ſions which were ſent by a waggon out of the country; 
and as I waited in one of the boxes till the chamberlait 
had looked over his parcel, I heard an old and a your; 
voice repeating the queſtions and reſponſes of the church 
catechiſm. I thought it no breach of good-manners u 
peep at a creviſe, and look in at people ſo well employ: 
ed; but who ſhould I ſee there but the moſt artful pro- 
cureſs in the town, examining a moſt beautiful country: 
girl, who had come up in the ſame waggon with ny 
things, Whether ſhe was well educated, could forbea 
playing the wanton with ſervants andidle fellows, of whid 
this town, ſays ſhe, is too full : At the ſame time, abb. 
ther ſhe knew enough of breeding, as that if a Squire ort 
Gentleman, or one that was her betters, ſhould give her « 
civil ſalute, ſhe ſhould curteſy'and be humble, newert heli. 
Her innocent for/ooths, yes's, and't pleaſe you's, and ſv 
would do her endeavour, moved the good old Lady to 
take her out of the hands of a country bumkin he: 
brother, and hire her for her own maid. I aid till! 
ſaw them all marched out to take coach; the brother 
loaded with a great cheeſe, he pfevailed upon her to 
take for her civilities to his ſiſter, This poor creature 
fate is not far off that of her's whom | ſpoke of above, 
and it is not to be doubted, but after ſhe has been long 
enough a prey to luſt, ſhe will be delivered over to ff. 
mine. The 1ronical commendation of the induſtry and 
charity of theſe antiquated Ladies, theſe directors of fin, 
after they can no longer commit it, makes up the bear- 
ty of the inimitable dedication to the Plain- Dealer, and 
is a maſter piece of rallery on this vice. But to _ 
a n 


* 
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ſtand all the purlues of this game the better, and to 
illuſtrate this ſubject in future diſcourſes, | muſt ven- 
ture myſelf, with my friend WII I, into the haunts of 
beauty and galantry; from pampered vice in the habi- 
tations of the wealthy, to diſtreſſed indigent wickedneſs 


a ci 
Mon 


ntend 
udo 


n expelled the harbours of the brothel. T 
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Cedite Romani ſcriptores cedite Graii. | 4 | 
Propert. El. 34. lib. 2. ver, 65. 


youn | 
— Give place, ye Roman, and ye Grecian wits. 

ers u | | 

wploy. HERE is nothing in nature ſo irkſome as ge- 

I pro- neral diſcourſes, eſpecially when they turn chiefly 
antry- upon words, For this reaſon 1 ſhall wave the 
th ny diſcuſſion of that point which was ftarted ſome years 
or bear ſince, whether Milton's Paradiſe Loft may be called an 
which heroic poem? Thoſe who will not give it that title, 
may call it (if they pleaſe) a Divize Poem. It will be 
er fufiicient to its perfection, if it has in it all the beauties - 
her of the higheſt kind of poetry; and as for thoſe who al- 
Belgie ledge it is not an heroic poem, they advance no more 
vd to the diminution of it, than if they ſhould ſay Adam 
dy to is not ueas, or Eve Helen. 5 | 

n her I ſhall therefore examine it by the rules of epic poe- 
till! try, and ſee whether it falls ſhort of the Iliad or Aneid, 
other in the beauties which are eſſential to that kind of writ- 
der to ing. The firſt thing to be conſidered in an epic poem, 
ture is the fable, which is perfect or imperfe&, according as 
bove, the action which it relates is more or leſs fo. This ac- 
long tion ſhould have three qualifications in it. Firſt, It 
to fr. ſhould be but one action. Secondly, It ſhould: be an 
and intire action; and Thirdly, It ſhould be a great action. 
f fin, WY To conſider the action of the /liad, Ancid, and Paradiſe 
beau. £2/, in theſe three ſeveral lights. Homer to preſerve 

„ andi the unity of his action haſtens into the midſt of things, 


as Horace has obſerved: Had he gone up to Leda's egg, 
| or 


— 0 
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Or begun much later even at the rape of Helen, or the i ey; 
veſting of Trey, it is manifeſt that the ſtory of the poealiicecu! 

- would have been a ſeries of ſeveral actions. He then Im 

fore _ his poem with the diſcord of his princes, au as de 
artfully interweaves, in the ſeveral ſucceeding parts re, | 
it, an account of every thing material which relates gi 
them, and had paſſed before that fatal diſſenſion. Aſti is po 
the ſame manner Arnca- makes his firſt appearance i gels 
the Thrrhene ſeas, and within ſight of 1aly, becauſe the her 
action propoſed to be celebrated was that of his ſettli ich t 
himſelf in Latium. But becauſe it was neceſſary for ig t! 
reader to know what had happened to him in the taking one, 
of Troy, and in the preceding parts of his voyage, Viral ſu 
makes his hero relate it by way of epiſode in the ſecond{hhich 
and third books of the Z#neid. I] he contents of bo 
which books come before thoſe of the firſt book in the unte 
thread of the ſtory, though for preſerving of this unity ꝗ The 
action they follow them in the diſpoſition of the poen n epi 
Milton, in imitation of theſe two great poets, opens hi tion 
Paraadiſe Loft, with an infernal council plotting the fal Ai 
of man, which is the action he propoſed to celebrate; ¶ mid 
and as for thoſe great actions, which preceded in term 
point of time, the battle of the angels, and the crea-WP it. 
tion of the world, (which would have intirely deſtroy. Wmitte 
ed the unity of his principal action, had he related Fe ſup 
them in the ſame order that they happened) he ca on. 
them into the, fifth, fixth, and ſeventh books, by way con 
of epiſode to this noble poem. | aly, 
Ariſtotle himſelf allows, that Homer has nothing toit be 
. boaſt of as to the _ of his fable, though at the f me thin 
time that great critick and philoſopher endeavours to{Wntri 

. palliate this imperfection in the Greet Poet by im- he: 

puting it in ſome meaſure to the very nature of an epic nct n 
| — Some have been of opinion, that the Z/neid allo Mætura 

Jabours in this particular, and has epiſodes which may The 
be looked upon as excreſcencies rather than as parts of W/. 
the action. On the contrary, the poem, which we Wet it 

„ have now under our conſideration, hath no other epi- es 

- ſodes than ſuch as naturally ariſe from the ſubject, and va. 

pet is filled with ſuch a multitude of aſtoniſhing inci- Wve bi 

4 . dents, that it gives us at the ſame time à pleaſure Il pri 
of the greateſt variety, and of the greateſt fimpli- mine 


city: 
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yy uniform in its nature, though diverſified in the 


ecution. 

| muſt obſerve alſo, that as Virgil, in the poem which 
as deſigned to celebrate the original of the Roman Em- 
re, has deſcribed the birth of its great rival, the Car- 
baginian commonwealth : Milton, with the like art in 
is poem on the Fall of Man, has related the fall of thoſe 
gels who are his profeſſed enemies. Beſides the many 


her beauties in ſuch an epiſode, its running parallel 
tlingWſhith the great action of the poem hinders it from break- 
Yr theo the unity ſo much as another epiſode would have 
aking one, that had nor fo great an affinity with the princi- 
Virgil ſubject. In ſhort, this is the fame kind of beauty 
2cond 


hich the criticks admire in The 1 Frier, or The © 
Double Diſcovery, where the two different plots look like 
punter-parts and copies of one another 


ity off The ſecond qualification required in the action of 
oem. In epic poem, is, that it ſhould be an entire action: An 
ns his tion is entire when it is complete in all its parts; or, 
e fall Ariſtotle deſcribes it, when it conſiſts of a beginning, 
rate; middle, and an end. Nothing ſhould go before it, be 
d in Wtermixed with it, or follow affer it, that is not related 


crea - it. As on the contrary, no ſingle ſtep ſhould be 
ſtroy- ¶ mitted in that juſt and regular proceſs which it muſt 
elated Ne ſuppoſed to take from its original to its conſumma- 
e cz on. Thus we fee the anger of Achilles in its birth, 
7 way Ws continuance and effects; and neas's ſettlement in 
aly, carried on through all the oppoſitions in his way 
ng to it both by ſea and land. The action in Milton excells 
f me think) both the former in this particular: we ſee it 


urs to yntrived in hell, executed upon earth, and puniſhed 
im- heaven. The parts of it are told in the moſt dif- 
2 epic Hnct manner, and grow out of one another in the mc 
id allo Watural method. 

h may The third qualification of an epic poem is its Great- 
wts of. The anger of Achilles was of ſuch conſequence, 
ch we at it embroiled the Kings of Greece, deſtroyed the 
er epi- Nroes of Trey, and nga all the s in factions, 
t, and {W-nea's ſettlement in Jah produced the Cz/ars, and 


 inci- We birth to the Roman Empire. Milton's ſubject was 
eaſure greater than either of the former; it does not de- 
impli- mine the fate of ſingle perſons or nations, but of a 

| whole 
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whole ſpecies. The united powers of hell are joined 
t er for the deſtruction of mankind, which they 
efteted in part, and would have completed, had not 
Omnipotence itſelf" interpoſed. Ihe principal actors 
are man in his greateſt perfection, and woman in her 
higheſt beauty. Their enemies are the fallen angels; 
the Meſſiah their friend, and the Almighty their pro- 
tector. In ſhort, every thing that is great in the whole 
. circle of being, whether within the verge of nature, or 
out of it, has a proper part aſſigned it in this noble 


m. . 

In poetry, as in architecture, not only the whole, but 
the principal members, and every part of them, ſhould 
be great. I will not preſume to ſay, that the book of 
games in the Ænueid, or that in the Iiad are not of this 
nature, or to reprehend Virgil's ſimile of the top, and 
many other of the ſame kind in the lad, as liable to 
any cenſure in this particular; but I think we may ſay, 
without derogating from thoſe wonderful performances, 
that there is an unqueſtionable magnificence in every 
part of Paradi/e Loft, and indeed a much greater than 
could have been formed upon any pagan ſyſtem, 

But Ariftetle, by the greatneſs of the action, does not 
only mean that it ſhould be great in its nature, but al- 
ſo in its duration, or in other words that it ſhould have 
a due length in it, as well as what we properly call 

tneſs. The juſt meaſure of this kind of magnitude, 

e explains by the following ſimilitude. An animal, 
no bigger than a mite, cannot appear perfect to the eye, 
becauſe the fight takes it in at once, and has only 2 
confuſed idea of the whole, and not a diſtinct idea of 
all its parts; if on the contrary you ſhould ſuppoſe an 
animal of ten thouſang furlongs in length, the eye 
would be ſo filled with a ſingle part of it, that it could 
not give the mind an idea of the whole. What theſe 
animals are to the eye, a very ſhort or a very long ac- 
tion would be to the memory. The firſt would be, as 
it were, loſt and ſwallowed up by it, and the other di- 
ficult to be contained in it. Hamer and Virgil have 
ſhewn their principal art in this particular; the action 
of the Iliad, and that of the Snueid, were in themſelves 
exceeding ſhort, but are ſo beautifully extended — 
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rſified by the invention of Epi/odes, and the machinery 
f gods, with the like poetical ornaments, that they make 
> an agreeable ſtory, ſufficient to 7 the memory 
ithout overcharging it. Milton's action is enriched 
ith ſuch a variety of circumſtances, that I have taken 
much pleaſure in reading the contents of his books, as 


n the beſt invented ſtory I ever met with. It is poſſible, 


nat the traditions, on which the had and Sued were 
uilt, had more circumſtances in them than the hiſtory 
f the Fall of Man, as it is related in ſcripture. Beſides, 
was eaſier for Homer and Virgil to the truth with 
ion, as they were in no danger of offending the re- 


gion of their country by it. But as for Milton, he had 


ot only a very few circumſtances upon which to raiſe - 
is poem, but was alſo obliged to proceed with the - 


reateſt caution in every thing that he added out of his 


wn invention. And, indeed, notwithſtanding all the 
eſtraint he was under, he has filled his ftory with fo 
any ſurpriſing incidents, which bear ſo cloſe an ana- 
ogy with what is delivered in holy writ, that it is 
apable of pleaſing the moſt delicate reader, without 


ing offence to the moſt ſcrupulous. 
The modern criticks have collected from ſeveral hints 


n the Iliad and Zneid the ſpace of time, which is taken 


p by the action of each of thoſe poems: but as a 
reat part of Milton's ſtory was tranſacted in regions that 


je out of the reach of the ſun and the ſphere of day, 


is impoſſible to gratify the reader with ſuch a calcu- 
tion, which indeed would. be more curious than in- 
ructive; none of the criticks, either ancient or mo- 
etn, having laid down rules to circumſcribe the ac- 
on of an epic poem with any determined number of 
ears, days or hours. | 

This piece of criticiſm on Milton's Paradiſe Loſt all 
carried on in the following Saturdays papers. T 
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is unmanly and diſingenuous, renders the noſe-puller 


| | * requeſt you would endeavour to redreſs, 
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. 


Minus aptus acutis 
Naribus horum hominum —— . 
Hor. Sat. 3. lib. I, ver. 29. 


ä He cannot bear the rallery of the age. Cx, 


T is not that I think I have been more witty than [ 
/ ought of late, that at preſent I wholly forbear any 
attempt towards it: I am of opinion that I ought 
ſometimes to lay before the world the plain letters of 
my correſpondents in the artleſs dreſs in which they 
haſtily ſend them, that the reader may ſee I am not 
accuſer and judge myſelf, but that the indictment is {Ml © {© 
properly and fairly laid, before 1 proceed againſt the 
criminal. | 
Mr. SyECTATOR, 
0 8 you are Spectator- General, I apply myſelf to 
6 u in the following caſe, viz. | do not wear 
8 ob but | often divert myſelf at the theatre, where 
« I frequently ſee a ſet of fellows pull plain people, by 
way of humour and frolick, by the noſe, upon frivo- 
© Jous or no occaſions. A friend of mine the other night 
« applauding what a graceful exit Mr. Filks made, 
one of theſe noſe-wringers overbearing him, pinched 
him by the noſe. I was in the pit the other night, 
© (when it was very much crouded) a Gentleman lean- 
ing upon me, and very heavily, I very civilly re- 
« queſted him to move his hand; for which he pulled 
me by the noſe. I would not reſent it in fo publick 
«a place, becauſe I was unwilling to create a diſtur- 
* bance ; but have fince reflected upon it as a thing that 


* odious, and makes the perſon pulled by the noſe look 
little and contemptible. This grievance I humbly 


4 am gdmirer, &c. 
_ James Eaſy. 
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Mr. SPECTATOR, | 


c OUR diſcourſe of the 29th of December on 
« * love and marriage is of ſo uſeful a kind, that I 
cannot forbear adding my thoughts to yours on that 
ſubject. Methinks it is a misfortune, that the mar- 
© riage ſtate, which in its own nature is adapted to give 
« us the completeſt happineſs this world is capable of, 
« ſhould be ſo uncomfortable a one to ſo many as it 
daily proves. But the miſchief generally proceeds 
from unwiſe choice people make for themſelves, 
and an expectation of happineſs from things not ca- 
pable of giving it. Nothing but the good qualities 
« of the perſon beloved can be a foundation for a love 
« of judgment and diſcretion; and whoever expects 
© happineſs from any thing but virtue, wiſdom, - 
« humour, and a ſimilitude of manners, will find — | 

« ſelves widely miſtaken, But how few are there who 

© ſeek after theſe things, and do not rather make riches 
their chief if not their only aim? How rare is it for a 

* man, when he engages himſelf in the thoughts of 
marriage, to place his hopes of having in ſuch a wo- 
man a conſtant, agreeable companion? One who will 
divide his cares and double his joys? Who will ma- 
nage that ſhare of his eſtate he intruſts to her con- 
duct with prudence and frugality, govern his houſe 

* with oeconomy and diſcretion, and be an ornament 

* to himſelf and family ? Where ſhall we find-the man 

* who looks out for one who places her chief happineſs 
in the practice of virtue, and makes her duty her 

* continual pteaſure? No: men rather ſeek for money 

* as the complement of all their defires; and regardleſs 

* of what kind of wives they take, they think riches 

* will be a miniſter to all kind of pleaſures, and enable 
them to keep miſtreſſes, horſes, hounds, to drink, 

* feaſt, and game with their companions, pay their debts 
contracted by former extravagancies, or ſome ſuch 
vile and unworthy end; and indulge themſelves in 

* pleaſures which are a ſhame and ſcandal to human 
nature. Now as for the women; how. few of them 

* are there who place the happineſs of their marriage 

s in the having a wiſe and virtuous friend? One who . 
Eaſy. Ver. IV. D „In 
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* will be faithful and juſt to all, and conſtant and loy. 
© ing to them? Who with care and dihgence will 
look after and improve the eſtate, and without grudg. 
ing allow whatever is prudent and convenient? Ra. 
ther how few are there who do not place their hap. 
pineſs in out-ſhining others in pomp and ſhew? And 
that do not think within themſelves when they have 
married ſuch a rich perſon, that none of their ac- 
quaintance ſhall appear ſo fine in their equipage, ſo 


furniture as themſelves? thus their heads are filled 
with vain ideas; and I heartily wiſh I could ſay that 
equipage and ſhow were not the chief good of fo 
many women as I fear it is. 
After this manner do both ſexes deceive them- 
ſelves, and bring reflexions and diſgrace upon the 
moſt happy and moſt honourable ſtate of life ; where- 
as if they would but correct their depraved taſte, mo- 
derate their ambition, and place their happineſs upon 
proper objects, we ſhould not find felicity in the mar- 
riage ſtate ſuch a wonder in the world as it now is. 
Sir, if you think theſe thoughts worth inſerting 
* among your own, be pleaſed to give them a better 
* dreſs, and let them paſs abroad; and you will oblige 
your admirer, 
: A. B. 


R K „„ „ „ „ „4 „ „ 5 „ 


ä 
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Mr. SPECTATOR, 


0 S I was this day walking in the ſtreet, there 
H happenedto pe by on the other ſide of the way 
© a beauty whoſe charms were fo attracting, that it 
drew my eyes wholly on that fide, inſomuch that I 
neglected my own way, and chanced to run my noſe 
directly againſt a poſt; which the Lady no ſooner per- 
* ceived, but fell out into a fit of laughter, though at 
the ſame time ſhe was ſenſible that herſelf was the 
6. cauſe of my misfortune, which in my opinion was 


. © the greater aggravation of her crime, I. ing buſy 


* wiping of the blood which trickled down m) face, 
© had not time to acquaint her with her barbarity as 


- £ alſo with my reſolution, wiz. never to look out of 
my way for one of her ſex more: Therefore, that 


© your 


adorned in their perſons, or ſo magnificent in their 


De. 8 0 a s UG 


— 


your humble ſervant may be revenged, he deſires you 
« to inſert this in one of your next papers, which he 
hopes will be a warning to all the reſt of the women · 


gazers, as well as to poor | 
Mr. SPECTATOR, | 

Deſire to know in your next, if the merry game 
of The parſom has loft his cloke, is not mightily in 
vogue amongſt the fine Ladies this Chri/tmas; be- 
* cauſe I ſee they wear hoods of all colours, which E 
* ſuppoſe is for that purpoſe: If it is, and you think it 
proper, I will carry ſome of thoſe hoods with me to 
our Ladies in Yorkſhire; becauſe they injoined me to 
bring them ſomething from London that was very 
© new. If you can tell any thing in which Ioan obey 
* their commands more agreeably, be pleaſed to in» 
form me, and you will extremely oblige 


your humble ſervant, 


s 
6 
« 


Mr. SPECTATOR, | Oxford, Dec. 29. 


8 INCE you appear inclined to be a friend to the 
diſtreſſed, I beg you would afſiſt me in an affair 
under which I have ſuffered very much. The reignin 
toaſt of this place is Patetia; I have purſued her with 
the utmoſt diligence this twelve-month, and find no- 
thing ſtands in my way but one who flatters her more 
chere than I can. Pride is her favourite paſſion: therefore 
e way it you would be fo far my friend as to make a favour- 
dat it able mention of her in one of your papers, I believe. I 
bat I ſhould not fail in my addreſſes. The ſcholars ftand in, 
; noſe i rows, as they did to be ſure in your time, at her 
1 ver- 2 and ſhe has all the devotion paid to her 
F by a croud of youths who are unacquainted with the. 
2s the MW ſex, and have inexperience added to their paſſion : 
a was MW However, if it ſucceeds according to my vows, you 
> buſy vill make me the happiet man in the world, and the 
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face, moſt obliged amongtt all 

ity 7 your humble ſer vanti. 
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* deſired I wo 
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Mr. SyzCTAaTOR, 


Came to my mifſlreſs's toilet this morning, for 
11 am admitted when her face is ftark naked: 


© the frowned and cried Piſh when I ſaid a thing that 


© I ſtole; and I will be judged by you whether it was 
©. not very pretty. Madam, ſaid l, you ſhall forbear 
that part of your dreſs; it may be well in others, 
but you cannot place a patch where it does not hide 
0 a beauty. ; 


vo rariſſima noſtra f 


Simplicit as Ovid. Ars Am. lib. 1. ver. 241. 
And brings our old ſimplicity again. Da vox. 


Was this morning ſurpriſed with a great knocking 
at the door, when my landlady's daughter came 
up to me, and told me that there was a man below 
defired to ſpeak with me. Upon my aſking her who 
it was, ſhe told me it was a very grave elderly perſon, 
but that ſhe did not know his name. I immediately 
went down to him, and found him to be the coachman 
of. my worthy. friend Sir Roc DE Coveriey. He 
told me that his maſter came to town laſt night, and 
would be glad to take a turn with me in Gray's-/xn 
walks. As I was wondring in myſelf what had 
brought Sir Roc EA to town, not 3 received 
any letter from him, he told me that his maſter was 
come up to get a ſight of Prince Eugene, and that he 
; ala immediately meet him. 
I was not a little pleaſed with the curiofity of the 


old Knight, though I did not much wonder at it, 


having heard him ſay more than once in private diſ- 


courſe, that he looked upon Prince Eugenio (for ſo the 
Knight 
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Knight always calls him) to be a greater man than 
Scanderbeg. | 11 
I was no ſooner come into Gray's Inn walks, but I 
heard my friend upon the terrace hemming twice or 
thrice to himſelf with great vigour, for he loves to clear 
his pipes in good air (to make uſe of his own — 
and is not a little pleaſed with any one who takes no- 
tice of the ſtrength which he ſtill exerts in his morning 
hems. | 
was touched with a ſecret joy at the fight of the 
old man, who before he ſaw me was engaged in 
converſation with a beggar-man that had aſked an alms 
of him. I could hear my friend chide him for not find- 
ing out ſome work; but at the ſame time ſaw him put 
his hand in his pocket and give him fix-pence. 
Our ſalutations were very hearty on both ſides, con- 
filing of many kind ſhakes of the hand, and ſeveral 
affectionate looks which we caſt upon one another. 
After which the Knight told me my good friend this 
chaplain was very well, and much at my ſervice, and 
that the Sunday before he had made a moſt incom- 
parable ſermon out of Dr, Barrow. I have left, ſays . 
he, all my affairs in his hands, and being willing to 
lay an obligation upon him, have depofited with him 
thirty marks, to be diſtributed among his poor pa- 
riſhioners. | 
He then proceeded to acquaint me with the welfare 
of Will Wimble, Upon which he put his hand into his 
fob and preſented me in his name with a tobacco-: 
ſtopper, telling me that Vill had been buſy all the be- 
ginning of the winter in turning great quantities of 
them; and that he made a preſent of one to every Gen- 
tleman in the country who has good principles, and 
ſmokes. He added, that poor Will was at preſent un- 
der great tribulation, for that Tom Touchy had taken 
the law of him for cutting ſome hazel ſticks out of 
one of his hedges. ; C21 
Among other pieces of news which the Knight brought 
from his country-ſeat he informed me that Moll White 
was dead; and that about a month after her death' the 
wind was ſo very high, that it blew down the end of 
ene of his barns. . But for my own part, ſays Sir 
D 3 Rocks, 


— 
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Roos, I do not think that the old woman had any 
| hand in it. 

He afterwards fell into-an account of the diverſions 
which had paſſed in his houſe during the holidays; for 

Sir Facts, after the laudable cuſtom of his anceſtors, 
always keeps open houſe at Chrifimas. I learned 
from him that he had killed eight fat hogs for this 
ſeaſon, that he had dealt about his chines very liberally 
amongſt his neighbours, and that in particular he had 
ſent a ſtring of hogs-puddings with a pack of cards to 
every poor family in the pariſh. I have often thought, 
ſays Sir Rook, it happens very well that Chriffmas 
ſhould fall out in the middle of winter. It is the moſt 
dead uncomfortable time of the year, when the poor 
2 would ſuffer very much from their poverty and 
cold, if they had not good cheer, warm fires, and 
Chriſtmas Gambols to ___ them. I love to rejoice 
their poor hearts at this ſeaſon, and to ſee the whole 
village merry in my great hall. I allow a double 
quantity of malt to my ſmall beer, and ſet it a run- 
ning for twelve days to every one that calls for it. 
I have always a piece of cold beef and a mince-pye 
upon the table, and am wonderfully pleaſed to ſee my 
tenants paſs away a whole evering in playing their 1n« 
nocent tricks, and ſmutting one another, Our friend 
Will Wimble is as merry as any of them, and ſhews a 
thouſand roguiſh tricks upon theſe occafions. ' 

I was very much delighted with the reflexion of 
my old friend, which carried ſo much goodneſs in it. 
He then launched out into the praiſe of the late act 
of parliament for ſecuring the Church of England, and 
told me with great ſatisfaction, that he believed it 
already began to take effect, for that a rigid diſſenter 
who chanced to dine at his houſe on Chrifmas _ 
had been obſerved to eat very plentifully of his plumb- 

rridge. | 

After having diſpatched all our country matters, Sir 

*Rocer made ſeveral inquiries concerning the club, 
and particularly of his old antagoniſt Sir Anpatw 
Fagkrotr. He aſked me with a kind of a ſmile, 
whether Sir Anprew had not taken the advantage 
ef his abſence, to vent among them ſome of his _ 
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lican doctrines; but ſoon after gathering up his coun- 
tenance into a more than ordinary ſeriouſneſs, Tell me 
truly, ſays he, don't you think Sir AvopRZw. had a 
hand in the * roceſhoh — but without giving 
me time to anſwer him, Well, well, ſays he, I know 
yon are a wary man, and do not care to talk of publie 
matters. 

The —— then aſked me, if I had ſeen Prince 
Eugenio, and made me promiſe to get him a ſtand in 
ſome convenient plate where he might have a full 
ſight of that extraordinary man, whoſe preſence does 
ſo much honour to the Britiſh nation. He dwelt very 
long on the praiſes of this great General, and I found 
that, ſince 1 was with him in the country, he had 
drawn many obſervations together out of his reading in 
Baker's chronicle, and other authors, who always lie 
in his hall window, which very much redound to the 
honour of this Prince. 

Having paſſed away the greateſt part of the morning 
in hearing the Knight's reflexions, which were partly 
private and partly political, he aſked me if I would 
imoke a pipe with him over a diſh of coffee at Sgaire's. 
As | love the old man, I take delight in complying 
with every thing that is agreeable to him, and accord- 
ingly waited on him to the coffee-houſe, where his ve- 
nerable figure drew upon us the eyes of the whole room. 
He had no ſooner ſeated himſelf at the upper end of 
the high table, but he called for a clean pipe, a paper 
of tobacco, a diſh of coffee, a wax-candle, and the Sup- 
plement, with ſuch an air of chearfulneſs and good-hu- 
mour, that all the boys in the coffee-room (who ſeemed 
to take 8 in ſerving him) were at once employed 
on their ſeveral errands, inſomuch that nobody elſe could. 
come at a diſh of tea, until the Knight had got all his 
conveniencies about him, L- 
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Difcit enim citius, meminitque libentius illud,. 
| Quod quis deridet, quam quod probat Bo 24 
| *; Hor. Ep. 1. lib. 2. ver. 262, 
For what's derided by the cenſuring crowd, - 
Is thought no more than what is juſt and good. 
| _  CREECH, 


theſe many years, than in beholding the boxes at 

the play the laſt time The Scornful Lady was ated. 
So great an aſſembly of Ladies placed in gradual rows 
in all the ornaments of jewels, filks, and colours, gave 
ſo lively and gay an impreſſion to the heart, that me- 
thought the ſeaſon of the year was vaniſhed; and | did 
not think it an ill expreſſion of a young fellow who 
ſtood near me, that called the boxes thoſe beds of tu- 
lips. It was a pretty variation of the hen any 
one of thoſe fine Ladies roſe up and did honour to her- 
ſelf and friend at a diſtance, by curtſying; and gave 
opportunity to that friend to ſhew her — to the 
ſame advantage in returning the ſalutation. Here that 
action is as proper and graceful, as it is at church un- 
becoming and impertinent. By the way I muſt take the 
liberty to obſerve that I did not ſee any one who is uſu- 
ally ſo full of civilities at church, offer at any ſuch in- 
decorum during any part of the action of the play. Such 
beautiful proſpects gladden our minds, and when cònſi- 
dered in general, give innocent and pleaſing ideas. He 
that dwells upon any one object of beauty may fix his 


| Do not know that I have been in greater delight for 


imagination to his diſquiet; but the contemplation of 
'a whole aſſembly together, is a defence againſt the in- 


croachment of deſire: At leaſt to me, who have taken 
Pains to look at beauty abſtracted from the conſideration 
of its being the object of deſire; at power, only as it 
Ats upon another, without any hopes of mes, \ any 

are 
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ſhare of it; at wiſdom and capacity, without any-pre- 
tenſions to rival or envy its acquiſitions: I ſay to me, 


who am really free from forming any hopes by behold- 


ing the perſons of beautiful women, or warming myſelf 
into ambition from the ſucceſſes of other men, this 
world is not only a mere ſcene, but a very pleaſant one. 
Did mankind but know the freedom which there is in 
keeping thus alopf from the world, I ſhould have more 
imitators, than. the powerfulleſt man in the nation has 
followers. To be no man's rival in love, or competi- 
tor in buſineſs, is a character which if it does not re- 
commend you as it ought to benevolence among thoſe 
whom you live with, yet has it certainly this effect, that 
you do not ſtand ſo much in need of their approbation, 
as you would if you aimed at it more, in ſetting your 
heart on the ſame _ which the generality dote on. 
By this means, and with this eaſy philoſophy, J am ne- 
ver leſs at a play than when am at the theatre; but in- 
deed I am ſeldom ſo well pleaſed with action as in that 
place; for molt men follow nature no longer than while 
they are in their night-gowns, and all the buſy part of 
the day are in characters which they neither become nor 
at in with pleaſure, to themſelves or their beholders. 
But to return to my Ladies: I was very well pleaſed to 
ſee ſo great a crowd of them aſſembled at a play, where- 
in the heroine, as the phraſe is, is ſo juſt a picture of 
the vanity of the ſex in tarmenting their admirers. The 
Lady who pines for the man whom ſhe treats with ſo 
much impertinence and inconſtancy is drawn withy. 
much art and humour. Her reſolutions to be extreme- 
ly civil, but her vanity ariſing juſt at the -inſtant that 
ſhe reſolved to expreſs herſelf kindly, are deſcribed as 
by one who had ſtudied the ſex. But when my admi- 
ration is fixed upon this excellent character, and two or 
three others in the play, I muſt confeſs I was moved 
with the atmoſt indignation at the trivial, ſenſeleſs, 
and unnatural repreſentation. of the chaplain, It is 
1 there may be a rome! in holy orders, and we 
ave ſeen one or two of them in the world; but ſuch 
a driveler as Sir Roger, ſo bereft of all manner of pride, 
which is the characteriſtick of a pedant, is what one 
would not believe could come into the head of the 
D 5 | ame 
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ſame man who drew the reſt of the play. The meeting 
between Welford and him ſhews a wretch without any 
notion of the dignity of his function; and it is out of 
all common ſenſe that he ſhould give an account of him- 
ſelf as one ſent four or five miles in a morning on ſoot = eggs. 
It is not to be denied, but this part and that of the maid, 
whom he makes love to, are excellently well-performed; 
but a thing which is blameable in itſelf, grows ſtill more 
ſo by the ſucceſs in the execution of it. It is ſo mean 
a thing to gratify a looſe age with a ſcandalous repre- 
ſentation of what is reputable among men, not to 
ſay what 1s ſacred, that no beauty, no excellence in an 
author ought to atone for it; nay ſuch excellence is. 
an aggravation of his guilt, and an argument that 
he errs againſt the conviction of his own underſtanding 
and —— Wit ſhould be tried by this rule, 
and an audience ſhould riſe againſt ſuch a ſcene as 
throws down the reputation of any thing which the 
conſideration of religion or decency ſhould preſerve 
ſrom contempt. But all this evil ariſes from this one 
corruption of mind, that makes men reſent offences 
againſt their virtue, leſs than thoſe againſt their under- 
ſtanding. An author ſhall write as if he thought there 
was not one man of honour or woman of chaſtity in the 
Houſe, and come off with applauſe: For an inſult upon 
all the ten commandments with the little criticks, 1s 
not ſo bad as the breach of an unity of time and place. 
Half wits do not apprehend the miſeries that muſt ne- 
eeſſarily low from degeneracy of manners; nor do they 
know that order 1s the ſupport of ſociety. Sir Roger 
and his miſtreſs are monſters of the poet's own form- 
ing; the ſentiments in both of them are ſuch as do not 
ariſe in fools of their education, We all know that a 
filly ſcholar, inſtead of being below every one he meets 
with, is apt to be exalted above the rank of ſuch as are 
really his ſuperiors: His arrogance is always founded 
rpon particular notions of diſtinction in his own head, 
accompanied with a pedantick ſcorn of all fortune and 
pre-eminence, when compared with his knowledge and 
learning.” This very one character of Sir Roger, as filly 
is it really is, has done more towards the diſparage- 
ment of holy orders, and conſequently of virtue itſelf, 
Abe all the wit that author or any other could make — 
| or 


3 
% 
* 
1 
0 
4 
5 
3 
1 
1 
" 1 
1 
= 
1 % 
: 
, ; 
4 
- 
1 
"= 
Lo 
= 
14 
by 
, 
=_— N 
7 
Y . 
*% 
jo 
* - 
FF 8 
& 
= 
4 
3 
7 
=. | 
= 
ij 4 
4 
1 , * 
„ '3 £ 
- 
I 4 
n 4 
_— 
e714 


ww HH -—© © www x-x__=- 


© @ n bu 


tw. 25 


— — — - — — — br” IS P-> 93 » i, 3 
—— —— — — —— — -— 4 __ _—- JE * — —— 
- 2 "OLI W as” _— 


Nm Tur SFECTATOR Og; 


for in the conduct of the longeſt life after it. I do not 
pretend, in ſaying this, to give myſelf airs of more 
virtue than my neighbours, but aſſert it from the prin- 
ciples by which mankind muſt always be governed. 
Sallies of imagination are to be overlooked, when they 
are committed out of warmth in the recommendation 
of what is praiſe-worthy ; but a deliberate advancing 
of vice, with all the wit in the world, is as ill an 
action as any that comes before the magiſtrate, and 
ought to be received as ſuch by the people. FT 
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Mille trahens varios ad verſo fole colores, | 
| Virg. En. 4. ver. 70. 
Drawing a thouſand colours from the light. 


| DzxYDpEen. 
Receive a double ady from the letters of my 
correſpondents, firſt; as they ſhew me which of my 


papers are molt acceptable to them; and in the next 
place as they furniſh nie with materials for new ſpecu- 
lations. Sometimes indeed [ do not make uſe of the 
letter itfelf, but form the hints of it into plans of my 
own invention; ſometimes I take the liberty to ohange - 
the language or thought into my own way of ſpeaking 
and thinking, and always (if it can be done without 
prejudice to the ſenſe} omit the many compliments and 
applauſes which are uſually beſtowed upon me. 

Beſides the two advantages above-mentioned which - 
I receive from the letters that are ſent me, they give 
me an- opportunity of lengthening out my paper by 
the ſkilfu 2 of the ſubſcribing part at the 
end of them, which perhaps does not a little conduce 
to the eaſe, both of myſelf and reader. 

Some will have it, that I often write to myſelf, and 
am the only punctual correſpondent | have. I his ob- 
jection would indeed be material, were the letters 1 com- 
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municate to the public ſtuffed with my own commen- 
dations; and if inſtead of endeavouring to divert or in- 
firuct my readers, | admired in them the beauty of my 
own performances. But 1 ſhall leave theſe wiſe con- 
jecturers to their own imaginations, and produce the 
three following letters for & entertainment of the day, 


SIX, 


I Was laſt 7 hur/day in an aſſembly of Ladies, where 


I there were thirteen different coloured hoods, Your 
* Spefator of that day lying upon the table, they or- 
* dered me to read 1t to them, which | did with a very 
clear voice, until | came to the Greek verſe at the end 
* of it, I muſt confeſs I was a little ſtartled at its pop- 
ing upon me ſo unexpettedly. However, I covered 
* my confuſion as well as I could, and after havin 

* muttered two or three hard words to myſelf, laughe 

* heartily, and cryed, A very good jeft, faith, The La- 
dies deſired me to explain it to them; but I begged 
* their pardon for that, and told them, that if it had 
* been proper for them to hear, they might be ſure the 
author would not have wrapped it up in Greek. I 
then let drop ſeveral expreſſions, as if there was ſome- 
* thing in it that was not fit to be ſpoken before a 
company of Ladies. Upon which the matron of 
the aſſembly, who was dreſſed in a cherry-coloured 
* hood, commended the diſcretion of the writer for 
, r bis filthy thoughts into Greek, which 
was likely to corrupt but few of his readers. At the 
«* ſame time ſhe declared herſelf very well pleaſed, that 
he had not given a deciſive opinion upon the new- 
* faſhioned hoods; for to tell you truly, fays ſhe, I was 
afraid he would have made us aſhamed to ſhew our 
heads. Now, Sir, you muſt know, ſince this un- 
lucky accident happened to me in a company of La- 
dies, among whom | paſſed for a moſt ingenious man, 
have confalted one who is well verſed in the Greek 
language, and he aſſures me upon his word, that 
your late quotation means no more than that Man- 
ners not dreſs are the ornaments of a woman. If this 


comes to the knowledge of my female admirers, I 


* ſhall be very hard put to it to bring myſelf off hand- 


« ſomly: 
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* ſomly, In the mean while, I give you this account, 
that you may take care hereafter not to betray any 


of your well-wiſhers into the like inconveniences, 


at is in the number of theſe that I beg leave to ſubs» 
* ſcribe myſelf, „ 2. 
Tom Trippit, 

Mr. SPECTATOR, : 
JJ Our readers are ſo well pleaſed with your cha- 
6 rafter of Sir Rocer De CoveRLEy, that there 
« appeared a ſenſible joy in every coffee-houſe, upon 
« hearing the old Knight was come to town. I am now 
with a knot of his admirers, who make it their joint 
« requeſt to you, that you would give as public no- 
« tice of the window or balcony where the Knight in- 
« tends to make his appearance. He has already given 
great ſatisfaction to ſeveral who have ſeen him at 
, Faire coffee-houſe. If you think fit to place your 
« ſhort face at Sir Roc E xs left elbow, we ſhall take the 
hint, and gratefully acknowledge fo great a favour. 


Ia, SIX, 0 
your moſt devoted humble ſervant, 
5, | C. B. 
SIX, 
© T7 Nowing that you are very inquiſitive after every 
PN thing that is curious in nature, I will wait on 


* you if you pleaſe in the duſk of the evening, with 
my ſow upon my back, which I. carry about with 
me in a box, as only conſiſting of a man, a woman, 
* and an horſe. 'The two firſt are married, in which 
* ſtate the little cavalier has ſo well acquitted himſelf, 
* that his Lady is with child. 'The big-bellied wo- 
man, and her huſband, with their whimſical palfry, 
© are ſo very light, that when they are put together 
into a ſcale, an ordinary man may weigh down the 
whole family, The little man is a bully in his na- 
ture; but when he grows cholerick I- confine him to 
his box until his wrath is over, by which means | have 
© hitherto prevented him from doing miſchief. His 
© horſe is likewiſe very vicious, for which reaſon I am 


Auer to tie him cloſe to his — pack- 


* — 
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thread. The woman is a coquette. She ſtruts as 
much as it is poſſibly for a Lady of too foot high, and 
© would ruin me in ſilks, were not the quantity that 
goes to a large pin-cuſhion ſufficient to make her a 
© gown and petticoat, She told me the other day, that 
© ſhe heard the Ladies wore coloured hoods, and order- 
© ed me to get her one of the fineſt blue. I am forced 
to comply with her demands whilſt ſhe is in her pre- 
© ſent condition, being very willing to have more of 
© the ſame breed. I do not know what ſhe may 

* duce me, but provided it be a Gow I ſhall be very 
c well ſatisfied. Such novelties ſhould not, I think, be 
© concealed from the Briti/h SpeAator; for which reaſon 
© I hope you will excuſe this preſumption in 


your moſt dutiful, meſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
L | a 8. T. 


OOO U d dl d0K 
Ne 972 Friday, January 11. 


” 


Longa «ft injara, lunga 
Virg. Zn. 1. ver. 345. 


Great is the injury, and long the tale. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


c HE octaſion of this letter is of fo im- 
C ; Pportance, and the circumſtances of it ſuch, 
6 that J know you will but think it juſt to in- 
« ſert it, in rence of all other matters that car pre- 
fent themſelves to your confideration. I need not, af- 
4 ter F have ſaid this, tell you that I am in love. The 
cCcitcumſtances of my paſſton I ſhall let you underſtand 
as well · as a diſordered mind wall admit. That curſed 
4 pickthank Mrs, Jans Alas, F am railing at one to you 
c by her name as familianly as f you. were acquainted 


* with 


— / ] . ac Mos acc .d... 7˙¹ia.7˙7—·˙0.U. ⁵—⅛ĩgtp carr IS 


Ne 272 THE SPECTATOR. 87 


« with her as well as myſelf: But I will tell you all, as 
« faſt as the alternate interruptions of love and anger 
vill give me leave. There is a moſt agreeable young 
4 woman in the world whom I am paſſionately in love 
« with, and from whom I have for ſome ſpace 6f time 
received as great marks of favour as were fit for her 
* to give, or me to deſire. The ſucceſsful progreſs of 
the affair of all others the moſt eſſential towards a 
man's happineſs gave a new life and ſpirit not only 
© to my behavionr and diſcourſe, but alſo a certain 
grace to all my actions in the commerce of life in all 
things though never ſo remote from love. You know 
the predominant paſſion ſpreads itſelf through all a 
man's tranſactions, and exalts or depreſſes him accord- 
ing to the nature of ſuch paſhon. But alas! I have not 
yet begun my ſtory, and what is making ſentences 
and obſervations when a man is pleading for his life? 
* To begin then: This lady has correſponded with me 
under the names of Love, ſhe my Belinda, I her Cle- 
* anthes. Though I am thus well got into the account 
© of my affair, I cannot keep in the thread of it fb mach 
* as to give you the character of Mrs. Jane, whom I 
* will not hide under a borrowed name; but let you 
* know that this creature has been ſince | knew her very 
* handſom, (though I will not allow her even ſhe has 
* been for the future) and during the time of her bloom 
* and beauty was ſo great a tyrant to her lovers, ſo 
* over-valued herſelf, and under-rated all her pretend- 
ers, that they have deſerted her to a man; and ſhe 
* knows no comfort but that common one to all in her 
* condition, the pleaſure of interrupting the amours of 
* others. It is impoſſible but you muſt have ſeen ſeveral 
* of theſe volunteers in malice, who paſs their whole 
* time in the moſt laborious way of life 1n getting in- 
* telligence, running from place to place with new 
* whiſpers, without reaping any other benefit but the 
hopes of making others as unhappy as themſelves. 
Mrs. Jane happened to be at a place where I, with 
* many others well acquainted with my paſſion for Be- 
* linda, paſſed a Chri/tmas-evening. There was among 
* the ref a young Lady, ſo free in mirth, ſo amiable in 
a ajuſt reſerve that accompanied it; J wrong her to eall 

* it 
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it a reſerve, but there appeared in heramirth or chear. 
fulneſs which was not a forbearance of more immode. 
rate Ph but the natural appearance of all which 
could flow from a mind poſſeſſed with an habit of inno- 
cence and purity. I muſt utterly have forgot Belinda 
to have taken no notice of one who was growing up 
to the ſame womanly virtues which ſhine to perfection 
* in her, had I not diſtinguiſhed one who ſeemed to 
* promiſe to the world the ſame life and conduct with 
* my faithful and lovely Belinda. When the company 
broke up, the fine young thing permitted me to take 
* care of her home. Mrs. Jane ſaw my particular re. 
© gard to her, and was informed of my attending her 
to her father's houſe, She came early to Belinda the 
© next morning, and aſked if Mrs, Such-a-one had been 
© with her? No. If Mr. Such-a one's Lady? No. Nor 
© your couſin Such- a- one? No. Lord, ſays Mrs. Jane, 
what is the friendſhip of women? Nay, they 

* may laughat it. And did noone tell you any thin 
© of the behaviour of your lover Mr. hat dye "al 
© laſt night? But perhaps it is nothing to you that he 
is to be married to young Mrs on Tue/day 
© next? Belinda was here ready to die with rage and 
« jealouſy, Then Mrs, Jaue goes on: I have a young 
* kinſman who is clerk to a great conveyancer, who 
* ſhall ſhew you the rough draught of the marriage 
* ſettlement. The world ſays her father gives him 
| © two thouſand pounds more than he could have with 
you. I went innocently to wait on Belinda as uſual, 
on was not admitted; I writ to her, and my letter 
was ſent back unopened. Poor Betty her maid, who 
is on my ſide, has been here juſt now blubbering, and 
told we the whole matter. She ſays ſhe did not think 
could be fo baſe; and that ſhe is now odious to her 
miſtreſs for having ſo aften ſpoke well of me, that ſhe 
dare not mention me more. All our hopes are placed 
in having theſe circumſtances fairly repreſented in the 
s SPECTATOR, which Betty ſays ſhe dare not but 
bring up as ſoon as it is brought in; and has pro- 
© miſed when you have broke the ice to own this was 
© laid between us: And when | can come to an hearing, 
the young Lady will ſupport what we ſay by her 
MET 1 « teſti 
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© teſtimony, that I never ſaw her but that once in my 
« whole life. Dear Sir, do not omit this true relation, 
nor thing it too particular; for there are crowds of 
* forlorn coquettes who intermingle themſelves with 
* other Ladies, and contract familiarities out of ma- 
* lice, and with no other deſign but to blaſt the hopes 
© of lovers, the expectation of parents, and the bene- 
* volence of kindred. I doubt not but I ſhall be, 


SIX, 


your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
CLEANTHES. 


SIX. WilP: Coffee-houſe, Fan. 10. 


, 1 other day entering a room adorned with 
6 the fair ſex, I offered, after the uſual manner, 
to each of them a kiſs; but one, more ſcornful than 
* the reſt, turned her cheek. I did not think it proper 
to take any notice of it until I had aſked your advice. 
Dur humble ſervant, 
r E. 8. 
The correſpondent is deſired to ſay which cheek the 
offender turned to him. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
From the pariſh-veſtry, January . 


All Ladies w«ho come to church in the new-faſpion'd 
boods, are defired to be there before divine ſervice begins, 
lat they divert the attention of the congregation. | 


3 | RALPH 


S 


a 


mi ſunt tibi mores, 
3 Hor, Ars Poet. ver. 136. 
Note well the manners. 


Aving examined the action of Paradi/e Loft, let 
us in the next place conſider the actors. This 
is Ariſtotle's method of conſidering, firſt the 

fable, and fecondly the matiners; or, as we generally 

call them in Exgliſb, the fable and the characters. 
Homer has excelled all the heroic poets that ever 
wrote in the multitude and variety of his characters. 

Every God that is admitted into his poem, acts a part 

which would have been ſuitable to no other deity, Hig 

Princes are as much diſtinguiſhed by their manners, as 

by their dominions ; — even thoſe among them, 


whoſe characters ſeem wholly made up of courage, dif- the 
fer from one another as to the particular kinds of cou- pa 
rage in Which they excel. Ih ſhort, there is ſcarce a in 
ſpeech or action in the Iliad, which the reader may not pot 
aſcribe to the perſon who ſpeaks or acts, without ſee- rad 
ing his name at the head of it. in 

Homer does not only outſhine all other poets in the aby 
yariety, but alſo in the novelty of his characters, He rat 
has introduced among his Grecian princes a perſon who tw. 
had lived thrice the of man, and converſed with tha 
T heſeus, Hercules, * and the firſt race of heroes; in 
His principal actor is the fon of a goddeſs, not to men- 5 
tion the offspring of other deities, who have likewiſe bis 
a place in his poem, and the venerable Trojan prince, the 
who was the father of ſo many kings and heroes. There fit 
is in the ſeveral characters of Homer, a certain dignity wh 
as well as novelty, which adapts them in a more pecu- ay 
liar manner td the nature of an heroic poem. 1 WI. 
at the ſame time, to give them the greater variety, he 1 
has deſcribed a Vulcan, that is a buffoon among his. = 


gods, and a Ther/ites among his mortals, 
; | Virgil 
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Virgil falls 2 2 of Homer in — — 
of his poem, both as to their variety and . 
nen. — 2 a perfect character, but as for Achares, 
though he is ſtiled the hero's friend, he does nothing in 
the whole poem which may deſerve that title. Gyar, 
Mneftheus, Sergeſtus and Cloanthus, are all of them men of 
the ſame ſtamp and character. 


Fortemgue Gyan, fortemque Cloant hum. 


There are indeed ſeveral natural incidents in the Part 
of A/canins; as that of Dido cannot be ſufficiently ad- 
mired. I do not fee any thing new or particular in Tar- 
nus. Pallas and Evander are remote copies of HeAor and 
Priam, as Laiſus and Mezentius are almoſt parallels to 
Pallas and Evander. The characters of Miu and Eur 
lus are beautiful, but common, We muſt not forget the 
parts of Sinon, Camilla, and ſome few others, which ars 
fine improvements on the Greet poet. In ſhort, there 
is neither that variety nor novelty in the perſons of ths 
Anicd, which we meet with in of the Liad. 

If we look into the characters of Milian, we ſhall find 
that he has introduced all the variety his fable was ca- 
pable of receiving. The whole ſpecies of mankind was 
in two perſons at the time to which the ſubje& of his 
poem is confined, We have however, four diſtinct cha- 
rafters in theſe two perſons. We ſee man and woman 
in the higheſt innocence and perfection, and in the moſt 
abject ſtate of guilt and infirmity. The two laſt cha» 
racters are, indeed, very common and obvious, but the 
two firſt are not only more magnificent, bat more new 
than any characters either in Virgil or Homer, or indeed 
in the whole circle of nature. 

Milton was ſo ſenſible of this defe& in the ſubject of 
his poem, and of the few characters it would afford him, 
that he has brought into it two actors of a ſhadowy and 
ſictitious nature, in the perſons of Six and Death, by 
which means he has wrought into the body of his fable 
2 beaatiful and well-invented allegory. But not- 
withſtanding the fineneſs of this allegory may atone for 
it in ſome meaſure; I cannot think that perſons of ſuch 
a chimerical exiſtence are proper actors in an epic poem; 
becauſe there is not that meature of probability annexed 

to 
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to them, which is requiſite in writings of this kind, a 
I ſhall ſhew more at large hereafter. . 

Virgil has, indeed, admitted Fame as an actreſs in the 
reid, but the part ſhe acts is very ſhort, and none of 
the moſt admired circumſtances in that divine work. 
We find in mock-heroic poems, particularly in the Di/- 
pen/ary and the Lutrin, ſeveral allegorical perſons of this 
nature, which are very beautiful in thoſe compoſitions, 
and may perhaps be uſed as an argument, that the 
authors of them were of opinion, ſuch characters might 
have a place in an epic work. For my own part I ſhould 
be glad the reader would think ſo, for the ſake of the 

oem { am now examining, and muſt further add, that 
if ſuch empty unſubſtantial Beings may be ever made 
uſe of on this occaſion, never were any more nicely ima- 
gined, and employed in more proper actions, than thoſe 

of which I am now ſpeaking. | | 

Another principal actor in this poem is the great ene- 
my of mankind. The part of Ulyjes in Homer's Odyſſty 
is very much admired by Ariſtotle, as perplexing that 
fable with very agreeable plots and intricacies, not only 
by the many adventures in his voyage, and the ſubtilty 
of his behaviour, but by the various concealments and 
diſcoveries of his perſon in ſeveral parts of that poem. 
But the crafty Being I have now mentioned, makes a 
much longer voyage than Uly/es, puts in practice many 
more wiles and ſtratagems, and hides himſelf under a 
greater variety of ſhapes and appearances, all of which 
are ſeverally detected, to the great delight and ſurpriſe 
of the reader. 

We may likewiſe obſerve with how much art the 
poet has varied ſeveral characters of the perſons that 
ſpeak 1n his infernal aſſembly. On the contrary, how 
has he repreſented the whole Godhead exerting itfelf 
towards man in its full benevolence under the three- 
fold diſtinction of a Creator, a Redeemer, and a Com- 
forter ! : 
Nor muſt we omit the perſon of Raphael, who, amidſt 
his tenderneſs and friendſhip for man, ſhews ſuch a dig- 
nity and condeſcenſion in all his ſpeech and behaviour, 
as are ſuitable to a ſuperior nature. The angels are 1n- 
deed as much diverſifed in Milton, and are? by 
heir 
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their pro 8, as the are in Homer or Virgil. 
The Kader vill 6 nd — oertbet to Uriel, Gabriel, 
Michael, or Raphael, which is not in a particular manner 
ſuitable to their reſpective characters. W 461 
There is another circumſtance in the principal actors 
of the Iliad and Zzecid, which gives a peculiar beauty 
to thoſe two poems, and was therefore contrived wi 
very great judgment. I mean the authors having choſen, 
for their heroes, perſons who were ſo nearly related to 
the people for whom they wrote. Achilles was a Greek, 
and Zneas the remote founder of Rome. By this means 
their countrymen (whom they principally propoſed to 
themſelves for their readers) were — attentive 
to all the parts of their ſtory, and — with their 
heroes in all their adventures. A Roman could not but 
rejoice in the eſcapes, ſucceſſes and victories of /Zneas, 
and be grieved at any defeats, misfortunes or diſappoint- 
ments that befel him; as a Greet muſt have had the 
ſame regard for Achilles. And it is plain, that each of 
thoſe poems have loſt this great advantage, among thoſe 
readers to whom their heroes are as ſtrangers, or indiffe- 


Milton's mo is admirable in this reſpect, ſince it is 
or any of its readers, whatever nation, coun- 
try or, people he may belong to, not to be related to the 
perſons who are the principal actors in it; but what is 
ſtill infinitely more to its advantage, the principal actors 
in this are not only our progenitors, but our repre- 
ſentatives. We have an actual intereſt in every thing 
they do, and no leſs than our utmoſt happineſs is con- 
cerned, and lies at ſtake in all their behaviour. 

I ſhall ſubjoin as a corollary to the foregoing remark, 
an admirable obſervation out of Arifetle, which hath 
been very much miſrepreſented in the quotations of ſome 
modern criticks. If a man of perfect and conſummate 
* virtue falls into a misfortune, it raiſes our. pity, but 
not our terror, becauſe we do not fear that it may 
* be our own caſe, who do not reſemble the ſuffering 
* perſon.” But as that great philoſopher adds, if we 
* ſee a man of virtue mixt with infirmities, fall into any 
* misfortune, it does not - raiſe our pity but our ter- 
tor; becauſe we are afraid that the like misfortunes 

| | | mY may 
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© may happen to ourſelves, who reſemble the character 

2 — 2 blerve 

another opportunity to o , that a per-. 
ſon of an abſolute and — virtue ſhould as 
be introduced — ry em _ ſhall only remark in this 
place, that ing obſervation of Ariſtotle, though 
it may be true in other . does cor hold in 2 
becauſe in the preſent caſe, though the perſons who fall 
into misfortune are of the moſt perfect and conſummate 
virtue, it is not to be conſidered as what may poſſibly 
be, but what actually is our own caſe; fince we are 
embarked with them on the ſame bottom, and muſt be 
partakers of their happineſs. or miſery, 

+ In this, and ſome other very few inſtances, Ariftotle's 
rules for epic poetry (which he had drawn from his 
reflections upon Hamer) cannot be ſuppoſed to quadrate 
exactly with the heroic poems which have been made 
ſince his time; fince it — * his rules would ſtill have 
been more perfect, could he have peruſed the ueid 
which was made ſome hundred years after his death. 

In my next, I ſhall go through other parts of Milton: 
poem; and hope that what I ſhall there advance, as well 
as what I have already written, will not only ſerve as 8 
comment upon Milian, but upon Ariftotle. | 


EDCLDYUYD SA[BAIUCLUIJCR 
Ne 274 Monday, January 14. 


Audire eft operæ pretium, procedere red? 
Qui mæcbis non vultis 

Her. Sat. 2. libs 1. ver. 37+ 
All you, who think the city ne'er can thrive, 


Till ev'ry cuckold-maker's flay'd alive, 
Attend. — Porr. 


Have upon ſeveral occaſions (that have occurred 

1 fince Lfirſt took into my thoughts the preſent ſtate of 
> fornication) weighed with myſelf in behalf of guilty 
females, the impulſes of fleſh and blood, together _ 
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the arts and galantries of crafty men; and refle& with 
ſome ſcorn that — part — 2 we — 22 think: 
ay and polite, is nothing e an habit of indulgi 
2 proriency that way. It will coſt ſome labour tt 
bring peaple to ſa lively a ſenſe of this, as to recover the 
manly modeſty in the behaviour of my men readers, and 
the baſhful grace in the faces of my women; but in all 
caſes which come into debate, there are certain thin 
reviouſly to be done before we can have a true light 
into the ſubject matter; therefore it will, in the firſt 
place, be neceſſary. to conſider the impotent wenchers 
and induſtrious hags, who are ſupplied with, and are 
conſtantly ſupplying, new ſacrifices to the devil of luſt, 
You are to know then, if you.are ſo happy as not to 
know it already, that the great havock which is made 
in the habitations of beauty and innocence, is committed 
by ſuch as can only lay waſte and not enjoy the ſoil. 
When you obſerve the preſent ſtate. of vice and virtue, 
the offenders are ſuch. as one would think ſhould have 
no impulſe to what they are purſuing; as in buſineſs, you 
ſee ſometimes. fools pretend to be knaves, fo in pleaſure, 
you will find, old men ſet up for wenchers. This latter 
ſort of men are the great baſis and fund of iniquity in 
the kind we are ſpeaking of : You ſhall have an old rich 
man often receive ſcrawls from the ſeveral quarters of 
the town, with deſcriptions of the new wares in their 
hands, if he will pleaſe to ſend word when he will be 
waited on, This interview is contrived, and the innocent 
is brought to ſuch indecencies as from time to time ba- 
niſh ſhame and raiſe defire. With theſe preparatives the 
hags break their wards by little and little, until they are 
brought to loſe all apprehenſions of what ſhall befal them 
in the poſſeſſion of younger men. It is a common poſt- 
ſcript of a hag to a young fellow whom ſhe-invites to a 
new 4 has, I afſure you, ſeen none but old Mi. 
duch. a-on⁰ο It pleaſes the old fellow that the — 19 
brought to him unadorned, and from his bounty ſhe is 
accommodated with enough to dreſs her for other lovers, 
This is the moſt ordinary method of bringing beauty 
and poverty into the pofſeſſian of the town; But the 
particular caſes of kind keepers, ſkilful pimps, and all 
ethers wha drive a ſeparate trade, and are not in the 
general 
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general ſociety or commerce of ſin, will require diſtin& 
conſideration, At the ſame time that we are thus ſevere 
on the abandoned, we are to repreſent the caſe of other 
with that mitigation as the circumſtances demand. Call. 
ing names does no good; to ſpeak worſe of any thing 
than it deſerves, does only take off from the credit of 
the accuſer, and has implicitly the force of an apology 
in the behalf of the perſon accuſed. We ſhall therefore, 
according as the circumſtances differ, vary our appella- 
tions of theſe criminals: Thoſe who offend only againſt 
themſelves, and are not ſcandalous to ſociety, but out of 
deference to the ſober part of the. world, have ſo much 

left in them as to be aſhamed, muſt not be huddled 
in the common word due to the worſt of women; but 
regard is to be had to their circumſtances when they fell, 
to the uneaſy perplexity under which they lived under 
ſenſeleſs and ſevere parents, to the importunity of po- 
verty, to the violence of a paſſion in its beginning well 
grounded, and all other alleviations which make unhappy 
women reſign the characteriſtic of their ſex, modeſty. 
To do otherwiſe than thus, would be to act like a pe- 
dantick ftoick, who thinks all crimes alike, and not like 
an impartial SPECTATOR, who looks upon them with 
all the circumſtances that diminiſh or enhance the guilt, 
] am in hopes, if this ſubje& be well purſued, women 
will hereafter from their infancy be treated with an eye 
to their future ſtate in the world; and not have their 
tempers made too untractabie from an improper ſourneſs 
or pride, or too complying from familiarity or forward- 
neſs contracted at their own houſes. After theſe hints 
on this ſubjeR, I ſhall end this paper with the following 
genuine letter; and deſire all who think they may be 
concerned in future ſpeculations on this ſubject, to ſend 
in what they have to ſay for themſelves for ſome inci- 
dents in their lives, in-order to have proper allowances 
made for their conduct. | 


Mr. SPECTATOR, Fan. 5, 1711. 
E HE ſubje& of your yeſterday's paper is of fo 
p great importance, and the thorough handling of 
©. it may be ſo very uſeful to the preſervation of many 
* an innocent young creature, that | think every one is 


* obliged 
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« obliged to furniſh you with what lights he can, to ex- 
* poſe the pernicious arts and practices of thoſe unnatural 
women called bawds. In order to this the incloſed is 
« ſent you, whichis verbatim the copy of a letter written 
by a bawd of figure in this town to a noble Lord. I 
have concealed the names of both, my intention being 
© not to expoſe the perſons but the thing. 


Tam, $ I X, 


your humble ſervant. 
My Lord, 

© Y Having a great eſteem for your henour, and a better 
I opinion of you than of any of the quality, makes 
me acquaint you of an affair that | hope will oblige 
* you to know. I have a niece that came to town about 
« a fortnight ago. Her parents being lately dead ſhe came 
© to me, expecting to a found me in ſo good a condition 
© as to a ſet her up in a milliner's ſhop. Her father gave 
« fourſcore pounds with her for five years: Her time is 
* out, and ſhe is not ſixteen: as pretty a black gentle- 
* woman as ever you ſaw, a little woman, which | knew 
your Lordſhip likes : well ſhaped, and as fine a com- 
* plexion for red and white as ever I ſaw ; I doubt not 
* but your Lordſhip will be of the ſame opinion. She 
* deſigns to go down about a month hence except I can 
* provide for her, which 1 cannot at preſent : Her father 
was one with whom all he had died with him, ſo there 
is four children left deſtitute; ſo if your Lordſhipthinks 
* fit to make an appointment where I ſhall wait on you 
* with my niece, by a line or two, I ſtay for your an- 
' ſwer ; for | have no place fitted up ſince I left my 
* houſe, fit to entertain Jour honour, I told her ſhe 
* ſhould go with me to ſee a Gentleman a very good 
friend of mine; ſo I deſire you to take no notice of 
my letter by reaſon ſhe is ignorant of the ways of the 
town. My Lord, I defire if you meet us to come 
alone; for upon my word and honour you are the firſt 
that ever l mentioned her to. Sol remain, 


your Lordfhip's 7 
1 moſt humble ſervant to command, 
I beg of you to burn it when you've read it. T 
Vol. IV. E EOF 


— 
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| m—tribus Anticyris caput inſanabile ——— _ Wr 
=_ g Hor, Ars Poet. ver. 300. the 
_ 77 
i A head, no Helebore can cure, 40 
4 | Was yeſterday engaged in an aſſembly of virtuoſos, W 4: 
"i where one of them produced many curious obſerva. the 
4 | tions which he had lately made in the anatomy of WM cor 
2 an human body. Another of the company communi. to 
* cated to us ſeveral wonderful diſcoveries, which he had wit 
ul alſo made on the ſame ſubje&, by the help of very fine be 
0 plaſſes. This gave birth to a great variety of uncommon 
a" remarks, and furniſhed diſcourſe for the remaining pan W wh 
_ of the day. 3 | | wit 
The different opinions which were ſtarted on this oc- ane 
—caſion, preſented to my imagination ſo many new ideas, cat 


that by mixing with thoſe which were already there, cel. 
they employed my fancy all the laſt night, and compoſed WE joir 
a very wild extravagant dream. | to 
I was invited, methought, to the diſſection of a Beans can 
Head and of a Coguette's Heart, which were both of them par 
laid on a table before us. An imaginary operator opened WM paſ 
the firſt-with a great deal of nicety, which, upon a cur- WE {on; 
ſory and ſuperficial view, appeared like the head of ſeve 
another man ; but upon applying our plaſſes to it, we 
made a very odd diſcovery, namely, that what we look- 
ed upon as brains, were not ſuch in reality, but an heap 
of ſtrange materials wound up in that ſhape and texture, 
and packed. together with wonderful art in the ſeveral 
cavities cf the ſcull. For, as Homer tells us, that the 
blood of the gods 1s not real blood, but only ſomething 
. Tike it: fo we found that the brain of a Beau is not real 
brain, but-only ſomething like it. 46s 
The Pineal Gland, which many of our modern phi- 
-loſophers ſuppoſe to be the ſeat of the ſoul, ſmelt very 
ſtrong of eſſence and orange- flower water, and Was en- 
compaſſed with a kind of horny ſubſtance, cut into 3 
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thouſand little faces or mirrours, which were impercep- 
tible to the naked eye, inſomuch that the ſoul, if there 
had been any here, muſt have been always taken up in 
contemplating her own beauties, 

We obſerved a long Antrum or cavity in the Sinciput, 
that was filled with ribbons, lace and embroidery, 
wrought 2 in a moſt curious piece of network, 
the parts of which were likewiſe imperceptible to the 
naked eye. Another of theſe Antrum or cavities was 
ſtuffed with inviſible billet-doux, love letters, pricked 
dances, and other trumpery of the ſame nature. In ano- 
ther we found a kind of powder, which ſet the whole 
company a ſneezing, and by the ſcent diſcovered itſelf 
to be right Spani/h, The ſeveral other cells were ſtored 
with commodities of the ſame kind, of which it would 
be tedious to give the reader an exact inventory, - 

There was a large cavity on each fide of the head, 
which I muſt not omit. 'That on the right fide was filled 
with fictions, flatteries, and falſhoods, vows, promiſes, 
and proteſtations; that on the left with oaths and impre- 
cations. There iſſued out a Dad from each of theſe 
cells, which ran into the root of the tongue, where both 
joined together, and paſſed forward in one common Duc 
to the tip of it. We diſcovered ſeveral little roads or 
canals running from the ear into the brain, and took 
particular care to trace them out through their ſeveral 
paſſages, One of them extended itſelf to a bundle of 
ſonnets and little muſical inſtruments. Others endedin 
ſeveral bladders which were filled either with wind or 
froth, But the latter canal entered into a great cavity 
of the ſkull, from whence there went another canal into 
the tongue. This great cavity was filled with a kind 
of ſpungy ſubſtance, which the French anatomiſts call 
Galimatias, and the Engliſb nonſenſe. 

The ſkins of the forehead were extremely tough and 
thick, and, what very much ſurpriſed us, had not in 
them any ſingle blood-veſſel that we were able to diſco- 
ver, either with or without our glaſſes ; from whence we 
concluded, that the party when alive muſt have been in- 
tirely deprived of the faculty of bluſhing. 

The Os Cribriforme was exceedingly ſtuffed, and in 
ſome places damaged with ſnuff, We could not but take 

E 2 notice 
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notice in particular of that ſmall muſcle which is not often 
diſcovered in diſſections, and draws the noſe upwards, 
when it expreſſes the contempt which the owner of it has, 
upon ſeeing any thing he does not like, or hearing any 
thing he does not underſtand. 1 need not tell my learned 
reader, this is that muſcle which performs the motion ſo 
often mentioned by the Latin poets, when they talk of a 
man's cocking his noſe, or playing the Rhinoceros, 

We did not find any thing very remarkable in the eye, 
ſaving only, that the Muſculi Amatorii, or as we may 
tranſlate it into Engliſh, the Ogling Muſcles, were very 
much worn and decayed with uſe; whereas on the con- 
trary, the Elewator, or the muſcle which turns the eye 
towards heaven, did not appear to have been uſed at all. 

I have only mentioned in this diſſection ſuch new diſ- 
coveries as we were able to make, and have not taken any 
notice of thoſe parts which are to be met with in com- 
mon heads. As for the ſkull, the face, and indeed the 
whole outward ſhape and figure of the head, we could 
not diſcover any difference from what we obſerve in the 
heads of other men. We were informed, that the per- 
ſon to whom this head belonged, had paſſed for a 2 
above five and thirty years; during which time he eat 
and drank like other people, dreſſed well, talked loud, 
laughed frequently, and on particular occaſions had ac- 
quitted himſelf tolerably at a ball or an aſſembly ; to 
which one of the company added, that a certain knot 
of ladies took him for a wit. He was cut off in the 
flower of his age by the blow of a paring-ſhovel, having 
been ſurpriſed by an eminent citizen, as he was tendring 
ſome civilities to his wife. 

When we had thoroughly examined this head with 
all its apartments, and its ſeveral kinds of furniture, we 
put up the brain, ſuch as it was, into its proper place, 
and laid it aſide under a broad piece of ſcarlet cloth, in 
order to be prepared, and kept in a great repoſitory of 
diſſections; our operator telling us cling the preparation 
would not be ſo difficult as that of another brain, for that 
he had obferved ſeveral of the little pipes and tubes 
which ran through the brain were already filled with a 
kind of mercurial ſubſtance, which he looked upon to 

be true quick-filver, | K 
he X 
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He applied himſelf in the next place to the copuerte's 
hart, which he likewiſe laid open with great dexterity. 
There occurred to us many particularities in this diſ- 
ſection; but being unwilling to burden my reader's 
memory too much, I ſhall reſerve this ſubject for the 
ſpeculation of another day. L 


Nee 
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Errori nomen virtus peſuiſſet honeſtum. 
Hor. Sat. 3. lib, 1. ver. 42. 


Miſconduct ſcreen'd behind a ſpecious name. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


Hope you have philoſophy enough to be capable 

of bearing the mention of your faults, Your pa- 

pers which regard the fallen part of the fair ſex, 
are, I think, written with an indelicacy which makes 
them. unworthy to be inſerted in the writings of a mo- 
raliſt who knows the world. I cannot allow that you 
are at liberty to obſerve upon the actions of mankind 
with the freedom which you ſeem to reſolve upon; at 
leait if you do ſo, you ſhould take along with you the 
diſtinction of manners of the world, according to the. 
quality and way of life of the perſons concerned. A 
mam of breeding ſpeaks of even misfortune among La- 
dies without giving it the molt terrible aſpect it can 
bear: And this tenderneſs towards them, is much 
more to be preſerved when you ſpeak of vices. All 
mankind are ſo far related, that care is to be taken, 
in things to which all are liable, you do not mention 
what concerns.one in terms which ſhall diſguſt ano- 
ther. Thus to tell a rich man of the indigence of a 
kinſman of his, or abruptly inform a vittuous woman 
of the lapſe of one who until then was in the ſame de- 
gree of eſteem with herſelf, is in a kind involving 
each of them in ſome participation of thoſe diſadvan- 
tages. It is therefore expected from every writer, 
* to treat his argument in ſuch a manner, as is moſt 
* proper to entertain the ſort of readers to whom his 
: K 3 diſ- 
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diſcourſe is directed. It is not neceſſary when you 
write to the tea-table, that you ſhould draw vice: 
which carry all the horror of ſhame and contempt: 
If you paint an 1mpertinent ſelf-love, an artful glance, 
an aſſumed complexion, you ſay all which you ought 
to ſuppcſe they can *poſſtbly be puilty of, W hen 
you talk with this limitation, you behave yourſelf ſo 
as that you may expect others in converſation may 
ſecond your rallery ; but when you do it in à ſtile 
which every body elfe forbears in reſpect to their 
quality, they have an eaſy remedy in forbearing to 
read you, and hearing no more of their faults. 4 
man that is now and then guilty of intemperance i 
not to be called a drunkard ; but the rule of po'ne 
rallery, is to ſpeak of a man's faults as if you Joved 
him. Of this nature is what was ſaid by Cafar: 
"When one was railing with an uncourily vehemence, 
and broke out, What muſt we call him who wa 
taken in an intrigue with another man's wife ? Cz/ar 
anſwered very gravely, A careleſs fellew. I his wa 
at once a reprimand for ſpeaking of a crime which 
in thoſe days had not the abhorrence attending it 2s it 
ought, as well as an intimation that all intemperate 
behaviour before ſuperiors loſes its aim, by accuſing 
in a method unfit for the audience, A word to the 
wiſe. All 1 mean here to ſay to you is, That the 
moſt free-perſon of 8 can go no further than 
being a kind woman; and you ſhould never ſay of a 
man of figure worſe, than that he Knows the world. 
Jan, SIR, 


your moſt humble ſervant, 
Francis Courtly. 
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Mr. SPECTATOR, SY 
Am a woman of an unſpotted reputation, and 
; 1 know _— I have ever done which ſhould en- 
courage ſuch inſolence; but here was one the other 
day, and he was dreſſed like a Gentleman too, who took 
* the liberty to name the words, Lufty fellow, in my pre- 


- * ſence, 1 doubt not but you will reſent it in behalf of, 
S 1 R, your humble ſervant, 
CELIA. 
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* 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


Y O lately put out a dreadful paper, wherein you 
promiſe a full account of the ſtate of criminal 
love; and call all the Fair who have tranſgreſſed in 
that kind by one very rude name which I do not care 
to repeat: But | defire to know of you whether I am 
or Jam not of thoſe ? My caſe is as follows. I am 
kept by an old bachelor, who took me ſo young, 
that l knew not how he came by me: He is a bencher 
of one of the inns of court, a very gay healthy old 
man; which is a very lucky thing for him, who has 
been, he tells me, a ſcowerer, a ſcamperer, a breaker 
of windows, and invader of conſtables, in the days of 
yore, when all dominion ended with the day, and 
males and females met helter ſkelter, and the ſcoyrers 
drove before them all who pretended to keep up order 
or rule to the interruption of love and honour. This 
is his way of talk, for he is very gay when he viſits 
me; but as his former knowledge of the town has 
alarmed him into an invincible jealouſy, he keeps me 
in a pair of ſlippers, neat bodice, warm petticoats, and 


my own hair woven in ringlets, after a manner, he 


ſays, he remembers, I am not miſtreſs of one farthing 
of money, but have all neceſſaries provided for me, 
under the guard of one who procured for him-while 
he had any defires to gratify. I know nothing of a 


wench's life, but the reputation of it: | have a natural 


voice, and a pretty untaught ſtep in dancing, His 
manner is to bring an old fellow who has been his ſer- 
vant from his youth, and is grey-headed : This man 
makes on the violin a certain jiggiſh noiſe to which I 
dance, and when that is over I ſing to him ſome looſe 
air that has more wantonneſs than muſick in it. You 
muſt have ſeen a ſtrange windowed houſe near Hide- 
Park, which is ſo built that no one can look out of any 
of the apartments; my rooms are after that manner, 


and I never ſee man, woman or child, but in company 


with the two perſons above-mentioned. He ſends me 
in all the books, pamphlets, plays, operas and ſongs 
that come out ; and his utmoſt delight in me as a wo- 
man, is to talk over all his old amours in my preſence, 
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| * to play with my neck, ſay the time was, give me a 
* kiſs, and bid me be ſure to follow the ditections of my 

* guardian, (the above mentioned Lady) and | ſhall never 

want. I he truth of my caſe is, I ſuppoſe, that I was 

* educated for a purpoſe he did not know he ſhould be 

* unfit for when k came to years, Now, Sir, what ! 

© aſk of you, as a caſuiſt, is to tell me how far in theſe 


| ns... 


'* circumſtances | am inngcent, though ſubmiſſive; he 
'* guilty, though impotent? MRO 
Ian, STR, _ 15 
| your conſtant reader. 
| a 
| PUCELLA MW |. 
| TK lt toc 
To the man called the SPECTATOR. | bal 
Friend, aft 
L Oraſmuch as at the birth of thy labour, thou didit ä 
: promiſe upon thy word, that letting alone the va- of 
* nities that do abound, thou wouldſt only endeavour to lar 
« ſtrengthen the crooked morals of this our Babylon, | wo 
gave credit to thy fair ſpeeches, and admitted one of 
thy papers, every day ſave Sunday, into my houſe ; for wh 
« the. edification of my daughter T abitha, and to the end cul 
that Su/arnah the wife of my boſom might profit there- no! 
by. hut alas! my friend, I find that thou art a liar, the 
and that the truth is not in thee ; elſe why didſt thou ſm; 
in a paper which thou didſt lately put forth, make as 
mention of thoſe vain coverings for the heads of our gre 
« females, which thou loveſt to liken unto live, and I a 
which are lately ſprung up among us? Nay why didit = 
; \ 


thou make mention of them in ſuch a ſeeming, as if 
« thou didſt approve the invention, inſomuch that my 
daughter Tabitha beginneth to wax wanton, and to luſt 
. « after theſe fooliſh vanities? Surely thou doſt ſee with 
..« the eyes of the fleſu. Verily therefore, unleſs thou doſt 
« ſpeedily amend and leave off following thine own ima- 
'« ginations, I will leave off thee. T 


T friend as hereafter thou deſt demean thyſelf, 


bY Hezekiah Broadbrim. 
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No 277 Thurſday, January 17. 


f 


. eft I& ab haſte doceri. Wo 
4 Ovid. Met. lib. 4. ver. 428. 


Receive inſtruction from an enemy. | 

Preſume I need not inform the polite part of my 
b readers, that before our correſpondence with France 
was unhappily interrupted by the war,, our Ladies 
had all their faſhions from thence ; which the milliners. 
took care to furniſh them with by means of a jointed - 
baby, that came regularly over once a month, habited. 
after the manner of the moſt eminent toaſts in Paris, 

I am credibly informed, that even in the hotteſt time: 
of the war, the ſex made ſeveral efforts, and raiſed 
large contributions towards the importation of this 
wooden Madamoi/elle. 

Whether the veſſel they ſet out was loſt or taken, or 
whether its cargo was ſeized on by the officers of the 
cuſtom-houſe as a piece of contraband goods, I have 
not yet been able to learn; it is, however, certain 
that their firſt attempts were without ſucceſs, to the no 
ſmall diſappointment of our whole female world; but 
as their conſtancy aud application, in à matter of ſo- 
great importance, can never be ſufficiently commended, 
I am glad to find, that in ſpite of all oppoſition, they 
have at length carried their point, of which I received. 
advice by the two following letters. 


. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, | 
Am ſo great a lover of whatever is French, that 
* I I lately diſcarded an humble admirer, becauſe he 
* neither ſpoke that tongue, nor drank claret. i have 
„long bewailed, in ſecret, the calamities of my ſex. 
during the war, in all which time we have laboured 
* under the inſupportable inventions of Exgliſhß tire- 
* women, who, though they ſometimes copy indifferently 
; wall can never compoſe with that goit they do in 

ranct. | 


E 5 | „ 4 
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I was almoſt in deſpair of ever more ſeeing a model 
from that dear country, when laſt Sunday I over-heard 
* a Lady in the next 2 to me whiſper another, that at 
the Seven Start in King-ftreet, Cowent- garden, there was 
. * a Madamoiſelle completely dreſſed juſt come from Paris. 

I was in the utmoſt impatience during the remain. 
ing part of the ſervice, and as ſoon as ever it was 
© over, heaving learnt the milliner's addreſe, I went di- 
© rectly to her houſe in King-/ffreer, but was told that 
the French Lady was at a perſon of quality's in Pall. 
* mall, and would not be back again until very late that 
* night. I was therefore _ to renew my viſit 
very early this 2 and had then a full view of 
the dear moppet from head to foot. 

* You cannot imagine, worthy Sir, how ridiculouſſy 
© I find we have all been truſſed up during the war, 
* and how infinitely the French dreſs excels ours. 

© The mantua has no leads in the ſleeves, and 'I 
© hope we are not lighter than the French Ladies, fo as 
© to want that kind of ballaſt; the petticoat has no 
© whalebone, but fits with an air altogether gallant and 
* degage: the Coiffure is inexpreſſibly pretty, and in 
* ſhort, the whole dreſs has a thouſand beauties in it, 
* which I would not have as yet made too publick. 

I thought ne —— to give this notice, that 
* you may not urpriſed at my appearing à la mois 
b Pari on the next birth-night. n a 

| Tam, & I R, your humble ſervant, 


| - Teramints 
Within an hour after I had read this letter; I re- 
ceived another from the owner of the puppet. 


I & "9 | 


0 CO Saturday laſt being the 12th. inftant, there ar- 
6 rived at my houſe in Xing: ffreet, Covent-Garder, 
* © a French baby for the year 1912. I have taken the ut- 
- * moſt care to have her dreſſed by the moſt celebrated 
_ * tire-women and mantua-makers in Paris, and do not 
find that have any reaſon to be ſorry for the 'expence 
© I have been at in her cloaths and importation; How- 


| * ever, as I Enow no perſon who is ſo good a Judge 
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dreſs as yourſelf, if you pleaſe to call at houſe in 
your way to the city, and take à view of her, I pro- 


miſe to amend whatever you ſhall difapprove in yoùr 


next paper, before I exhibit her as a pattern to the 
publick. | | een ls 


Tam, SI R, None hu 
| -- your moſt bumble admirer, 
and moſt obedient ſervant, 
Betty Croſs-ſtiteh. 
1 


As I am willing to do any thing in reaſon for the ſer- 
vice of my countrywomen, and had much rather pre- 
vent faults than find them, I went laſt night to the 
houſe of the above-mentioned Mrs, Croſs-fitch, As ſoon 
as I entered, the maidof the ſhop, who Lfuppoſe, was 
prepared for my coming, without aſking me any queſ- 
tions, introduced me to the little damſel, and ran away 
to call her miſtreſs. Ft | TRE, 

The puppet was dreſſed in'a cherry coloured gown 
and petticoat, with a ſhort working apron over it, which 
diſcovered her ſhape to the moſt advantage. Her hair 
was cut and divided very prettily, with ribbons 
ſtuck up and down in it. The milliner aſſured me, that 
her complexion was ſuch as was worn by all the Ladies 
of the beſt faſhion in Paris, Her head was extremely 
high, on which ſubje& having long ſince declared my 
ſentiments, I ſhall ſay nothing more to it at preſent, I 


was alſo offended at a ſmall patch ſhe wore on her breaſt, 


which I cannot ſuppoſe is placed there with any good 
deſign. - | ——— 
Her necklace was of an immoderate length, being 
tied befoxe in ſuch a manner, that the two ends hung 
down to her girdle ; but whether theſe ſupply the place 
of kiſſing- ſtrings in our enemy's country, and whether 
our Britiſb Ladies have any occaſion for them, I ſhall 
leave to their ſerious conſideration. 92 
After having obſerved the particulars of her dreſs, 
as | was taking a view of it altogether, the ſhop. maid, 


who is a pert wench, told me that Madamoi/elle had 
ſomething very curious = 28 tying of her garters; but 


woe 


7 
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as I pay a due reſpect even to a pair of ſticks when 
they are in petticoats, I did not examine into that par. 
| ticular. | : | = 
Upon the whole I was well enough pleaſed with the 
appearance of this gay Lady, and the more- ſo becauſe 
ſhe was not talkative, a quality very rarely to be met 
with in the reſt of her country-women, 

As I yas taking my leave the milliner farther in- 
formed me, that with the aſſiſtance of a watch-maker, 
who was her neighbour,” and the ingenious Mr, Poxel, 
ſhe had alſo-contrived another puppet, which by the 
help of ſeveral little ſprings to be wound up within it, 

could move all its limbs, and that ſhe had ſent it over 
. to her correſpondent in Paris to be taught the various 
leanings and bendings of the head, the riſing of the 
boſom, the curtſy and recovery, the genteel trip, and 
the agreeable jet, as they are now practiſed in the court 
of France, i 53 

She added that ſhe hoped ſhe might depend upon 
having my encouragement as ſoon as it arrived; but as 
this was a petition of too great importance to be an- 
ſwered extempore, | left her without reply, and made 
the beſt of my way to WILL Honeycous's lodgings, 

without whoſe advice I never communicate any thing 
to the public of this nature. | 


Ne 278 ,, Friday, January 18. 


—_ * 


—ermones ego mallem n 


Repentes per humum Hor, Ep. 1. lib. 2. ver. 250. 
I rather chooſe a low and creeping ſtile. 


Mr. SyECTAnoOR, 
3.1: N ä 
' OUR having done conſiderable ſervices in this 
great city, by rectifying the diſorders of fa- 


Sa: &a& 6 


advice and directions to thoſe of their huſbands, 
| | | em- 


milies, and ſeveral wives having preferred your 
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* 


Ne 278 THE SYECTATOR. 109 


emboldens me to apply to you at this time. I am a 
© ſhop-keeper and though but a young man, I find by 


experience that nothing but the utmoſt diligence 


both of huſband and wife (among trading people) 
© can keep affairs in any tolerable order. My wife at 
the beginning of our eſtabliſhment ſhewed herſelf 
very aſſiſting to me in my buſineſs as much as could 
© lie in her way, and I have reaſon to believe it was 
with her inclination ; but of late ſhe has got acquaint- 
© ed with a ſchoolman, who values himſelf for his 
« great knowledge in the Greek tongue, He. entertains 
© her frequently in the ſhop with diſcourſes of the 
« beauties and excellencies of that language 3 and re- 
« peats to her ſeveral aſſages out of the Greet poets, 
« wherein he tells her | oem 15 unſpeakable harmony and 
« agreeable ſounds that all other languages are wholl 
* unacquainted with. He has ſo infatuated her wi 
his jargon, that inſtead of * her former diligence 
in the ſhop, ſhe now neglects the affairs of the houſe; 
* and is wholly taken up with her tutor in learning by 
© heart ſcraps of Greet, which ſhe vents upon all occa- 


* ſions. She told me ſome days ago, that whereas I uſe 


* ſome Latin inſcriptions in my ſhop, ſhe adviſed me 
* with a great deal of concern to have them changed 
into Greet; it being a language leſs underſtood, would 
be more conformable to the myſtery of my profeſſion ; 
* that our good friend would be afliſting to us in this 
work; and that a certain faculty of Gentlemen 
* would find themſelves ſo much obliged to me, that 
they would infalibly make my fortune: In ſhort her 
frequent importunities upon this and other imperti- 
* nencies_ of the like nature makes me very uneaſy ; 
* and if your remonſtrances have no more effect upon 
* her than mine, I am afraid 1 ſhall be obliged to ruin 
* myſelf to procure her a ſettlement at Oxford with her 
* tutor, for ſhe is already too mad for Bed/am, Now, 
Sir, you ſee the danger my family is expoſed to, and 
* the likelihood of my wife's becoming both trouble. - 
* ſome and uſeleſs, unleſs her reading herſelf in your 
paper may make her reflect. She is ſo very learned 


that I-cannot pretend by word of mouth to argue 


* with her. She laughed out at your ending a paper in 
f * Greek, 


* 
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«Greek, and ſaid it was a hint to women of liters 
s ture, and very Civil not to tranſlate it to expoſe then 
to the vulgar. You ſee how it is with, 


8 1 B. your bumble ferwant 
Mr. SPECTATOR, *© at 


1 | bf you have that ww 167, and compaſſion in your 
nature that you take ſuch pains to make one 
think you have, you will not deny your advice to a 
© diftrefſed damſel, who intends to be determined by 
© your judgment in a matter of great importance to 
© her. You muſt know then, There is an agreeable 
'© young fellow, to whoſe perſon, wit, and humour 
no body makes any objection, that pretends to have 
© been long in love with me. Io this I muſt add 
'© whether it proceeds from the vanity of my nature, 
or the ſeeming fincerity of my lover, (I will not pre- 
tend to ſay) that I verily believe he has a real value 
© for me; which if true, you will allow may juſtly aug- 
© ment his merit with his miſtreſs. I ſhort, I ang ſo ſen- 
©* fible of his good qualities, and what I owe to his paſ- 
'© fon, that I think I could ſooner reſolve to give up my 
© liberty to him than any body elſe, were there not 
© an objection to be made to his fortunes, in regard 
they do not anſwer the utmoſt mine may expect, and 
are not ſufficient to ſecure me from undergoing the 
© reproachful phraſe ſo commonly uſed, That ſhe has 
"© played the fool. Now, though I am one of thoſe few 
© who heartily deſpiſe equipage, diamonds, and a cox- 
© comb, yet ſince ſuch oppoſite notions from mine pre- 
© yail-in the world, even amongſt the beſt, and ſuch a 
are eſteemed the moſt prudent people, I cannot find 
in my heart to reſolve upon incurring the cenſure 
© of thoſe wiſe folks, which I am conſcious I ſhall do 
« if when J enter into a married ſtate, I diſcover a 
oC 2 beyond that of equalling, if not advancing 
my fortunes. Under this difficulty 1 now labour, 


© not being in the leaſt determined whether 1 ſhall be go- 
' yerned by the vain world, and the frequent examples 
I meet with, or hearken to the voice of my lover, and 

© the motions I find in my heart in favour of * 
| | * Your 


- 
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* Your opinion and advice in this affair, is the dale 


* thing I know can turn the balance ; and which I ear- 


neſtly intreat I may receive ſoon ; for until I have your 
þ 
thoughts upon it, I am engaged not to give my 
* ſain a final diſcharge. . __ | 
« Beſides the particular obligation you will lay on me, 
« by giving this ſubject room in one of your papers, it 
« is poſſible it may be of uſe to ſome others of my ſex, 


who will be as grateful for the favour as, 


Sir, your humble ſervant, - 

| | Florinda, 
P. S. To tell you the truth I am married ts him n 

but pray Jay ſomething to jufify me. * 


Hr. SyECTATOR, 


a OU will forgive us Proſeſſors of Maſick if we 
e * make a ſecond application to you, in order to 
promote our defign of exhibiting entertainments of 
* muſick in York- Buildings. It is induſtriouſly inſinu- 


* ated that our intention 1s to deſtroy operas in gene- 


* ral, but we beg of you to inſert this plain explana- 


tion of ourſelves in your paper. Our purpoſe is only - 


* to improve our circumſtances, by improving the art 
which we profeſs. We fee it utterly deſtroyed at 


* preſent, and as we were the perſons-who introduced 


* operas, we think it a dleſs imputation that we 
* ſhould ſet up againſt the opera itſelf. What we pre- 
tend to aſſert is, That the ſongs of different authors. 
* injudiciouſly put together, and a foreign tone and 
* manner which are expected in every thing now per- 
* formed amongſt us, has — muſick itſelf to a ſtand; 
* inſomuch that the ears of the people cannot. now be 


* entertained with any thing but what has an imperti- 


nent gaiety, without any juſt ſpirit, or a languiſh- 
ment of notes, without any paſſion or pint, wr 


We hope thoſe perſons of. ſenſe and quality who have 


© done us the honour to ſubſcribe, will not be aſhamed 
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and behaviour which the author aſcribes to the perſons 


© of their. patronage towards us, and not receive im. 
* prefſions that patroniſing us is being for or againg 
the opera, but truly promoting their own diverſion, 
© in a_ more juſt and Ns manner than has been 
© hitherto performed. 

We are, Sir, <a 
your moſt humble ſervants, 


6 4 Thomas Clayton, 
$ Nicolino Haym, 
| Charles Dieupart. 
There will be no performances in York-buildings until 
after that of the ſubſcription, + ; T 


Reddere perſone ſeit convenientia cuique. 
Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 316, 


He knows what beſt befits each character. 


E have already taken a general ſurvey of the 
fable and characters in Milton's Paradiſe Loft. 


| The parts which remain to be conſidered, ac- 
cording to Ariftorle's method, are the Sentiments and the 
2 Before I enter upon the firſt of theſe, I muſt 
. advertiſe my reader, that it is my deſign as ſoon as | 
have finiſhed my general reflexions on theſe four ſeveral 
heads, to give particular inſtances out of the poem 
which is now before us of beauties and imperfections 
which may be obſerved under each of them, as alſo of 
ſuch other particulars as may not properly fall under 
any of them. This I thought fit ro premiſe, that the 
reader may not judge too haſtily of this piece of criti- 
ciſm, or look upon it as imperfect, before he has ſeen 
the whole extent of it. 

The ſentiments in an Epic poem are the 299 


whom he introduces, and are ju when they are con- 
- - formable to the characters of the ſeveral perſons. The 
* ſentiments 
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ſentiments have likewiſe à relation to things as well as 


r/ons, and are then perfect when they are ſuch as are 
en to the ſubject. If in either of theſe caſes the 
t endeavours to argue or explain, to magnify or di- 
miniſh, to raiſe love or hatred, pity or terror, or any 
other paſſion, we ought to conſider whether the ſenti- 
ments he makes uſe of are proper for thoſe ends. Homer 
is cenſured by the criticks far his defect as to this par- 
icular in ſeveral parts of the [Had and Odyſſey, though 
at the ſame time thoſe, who have treated this great poet 
with candour, have attributed this defect to the times 
in which he lived. It was the fault of the age, and not 
of Homer, if there wants that delicacy in ſome of his 
ſentiments, which now appears in the works of men of 
a much inferior genius. Beſides, if there are blemiſhes 


in any particular thoughts there is an infinite beauty in 


the greateſt part of them. In ſhort, if there are many 

ts who would not have fallen into the meanneſs of 
— of his ſentiments, there are none who could have 
riſen up to the greatneſs of others. Virgil has excelled 
all others in the propriety of his ſentiments. Milton 
ſhines likewiſe very much in this particular: Nor muſt 
we omit one conſideration which adds to his honour 
and reputation. Hamer and Virgil introduced perſons 
whoſe characters are commonly known among men, 
and ſuch are to be met with either in hiſtory, or in 
ordinary converſation. Milton's characters, moſt of them 
he out of nature, and were to be formed purely by. his 


own invention. It ſhews a greater genius in Shate/pear 


to have drawn his Calyban, than his Hotſpur, of Julius 
Cz/ar: The one was to be ſupplied out of his own 
imagination, whereas the other might have been formed 
upon tradition, hiſtory and obſervation. It was much 
eaſier therefore for Homer to find proper ſentiments for 
an aſſembly of Grecian Generals, than for Milton to 
diverſify his infernal council with proper characters, 
and inſpire them with a variety of ſentiments. The 
loves of Dido and AZ neas are only copies of what has 
paſſed between other perſons. Adam and Ewe, before 
the fall, are a different ſpecies from that of mankind, 


who are deſcended from them; and none but a * 
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of the moſt unbounded invention, and the moſt exqui. 
ſite judgment, could have filled their converſation and 
behaviour with ſo many apt circumſtances during their 
ſtate of innocence. N 

Nor is it ſufficient for an Epic poem to be filled with 
ſuch thoughts as are —. unleſs it abound alſo 
with ſuch as are ſublime. Virgil in this particular fall; 
ſhort of Homer. He has not indeed ſo many thoughts 
that are low and vulgar; but at the ſame time has 
not ſo many thoughts that are ſublime and noble. The 
truth of it is, Virgil ſeldom riſes into very aſtoniſhing 
ſentiments, where he is not fired by the Jliad, He 
every where charms and pleaſes us by the force of his 
own genius; but ſeldom elevates and tranſports us where 
he does not fetch his hints from Homer. 

Milton's chief talent, and indeed his diſtinguiſhing 
excellence, lies in the ſublimity of his thoughts, 
There are others of the moderns who rival him in 
every other part of poetry ; but in the greatneſs of his 
ſentiments he triumphs over all the poets both modern 
and ancient, Homer only excepted. It is impoſſible for 
the imagination of man to diſtend itſelf with greater 
ideas, than thoſe which he has laid together in his firſt, 
ſecond and fixth books. The ſeventh, which deſcribes 
the creation of the world, is likewiſe wonderfully ſub- 
lime, though not ſo apt to ſtir up emotion in the mind 

of the reader, nor conſequently fo perfect in the epic 
way of writing, becauſe it is filled with lefs action. 
Let the judicious reader compare what Longinus has ob- 
ſerved on ſeveral paſlages in Homer, aud he will find 
parallels for moſt of them in the Paradi/e Loft. -- 

From what has been ſaid we may infer, that as there 
are two kinds of ſentiments, the Natural and the Sub- 
lime, which are always to be purſued in an heroic 
poem, there are alſo two kinds of thoughts which are 
carefully to be avoided. The firſt are fach as are af- 
feed and unnatural ; the ſecond ſuch as are mean and 
vulgar. Ax for the firſt kind of thoughts, we meet 
with little or nothing that is like them in Virgil: He 
has none of thoſe trifling points and puerilities that are 
ſo often to be met with in Ovia, none of the ogra” 
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matick turns of Lucan, none of thoſe ſwelling ſenti- 
ments which are ſo frequen? in Statius and Claudian, 
none of thoſe mixed embelliſhments of Tafs. Every 
thing is juſt and natural. His ſentiments ſhew that he 
had a perfect inſight into human nature, and that he 
knewevery thing which was the moſt proper to affect it. 

Mr. Dryden has in ſome places, which I may here- 
after take notice of, miſrepreſented Virgil's way of 
thinking as to this particular, in the tranflation he has 
given us of the Aneid, I do not remember that Homer 
any where falls into the faults abovementioned, which 
were indeed the falſe refinements of later ages. Milton 
it muſt be confeſt, has ſometimes erred in this reſpect, 
as | ſhall ſhow more at large in another paper; thou 
conſidering how all the poets of the age in which bh 
writ were infected with this wrong way of thinking, 
he is rather to be admired that he did not give more in- 
to it, than that he did ſometimes comply with the vicious 
taſte which ſtill prevails ſo much among modern writers. 

But ſince ſeveral thoughts may be natural which are 
low and groveling, an epic poet ſhould not only avoid 
ſuch ſentiments as are unnatural or affected, but alſo 
ſuch as are mean and vulgar, Homer has opened a great 
field of rallery to men of more delicacy than greatneſs 
of genius, by the homelineſs of ſome of his ſentiments, 
But, as I have before ſaid, theſe are rather to be im- 
puted to the ſimplicity of the age in which he lived, to 
which I may alſo add, of that which he deſcribed, 
than to any imperfection in that divine poet. Zozlus, 
among the ancients, and Monſieur Perrault, among 
the moderns, puſhed their ridicule very far upon him, 
on account of ſome ſuch ſentiments. There is no 
blemiſh-to be obſerved in Virgil under this head, and 
but a very few in Milton. | 

| ſhall give but one inftance of this impropriety of 
thought in Homer, and at the ſame time compare it 
with an inſtance of the ſame nature, both in Virgil and 
Milion. Sentiments, which raiſe laughter, can very 
ſeldom be admitted with any decency into an heroic 
poem, whoſe buſineſs it is to excite paſſions of a much 
nobler nature. Homer, however, in his characters of 
Vulcan and Therfater, in his tory of Mars and PO a 
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his behaviour of Jrus, and in other paſſages, has been 
obſerved to have lapſed into the burleſque charatter, 


and to have departed from that ſerious air which ſeem; 


eſſential to the magnificence of an epic poem. I re- 
member but one laugh in the whole neid, which riſes 
in the fifth book, upon Monetes, where he is repre- 
ſented as thrown overboard, and drying himſelf upon 
a rock. But this piece of mirth is ſo well timed that 
the ſevereſt critick can have nothing to ſay againſt it; 
for it 1s in the book of games and diverſions, where 
the reader's mind may be ſuppoſed to be ſofficientiy 
relaxed for ſuch an entertainment, The only piece of 
pleaſantry in Paradiſe Loft, is where the evil ſpirits are 
deſcribed as rallying the angels upon the fucceſs of 
their new-invented artillery, This paſſage I look upon 
to be the moſt exceptionable in the whole poem, as 
being nothing elſe bat a ſtring of puns, and thoſe too 
very indifferent ones, | 


Catan beheld their plight, 
And to his mates thus in derifen calÞd. 

O friends, why come not on thoſe victors proud ? 
Ere-while they fierce were coming, and when we, 
To entertain them fair with open front, 
And breaft (what could we more ? propeunded terms 
Of Compoſition, fraight they chang'd their minds, 
Flew of, and into ſtrange wagaries fell 
As they would dance : yet for a dance they ſtem d 
Somewhat extravagant, and wild ; perhaps 
For joy of offer'd peace; but I ſuppoſe 
Four propoſals once ag in were heard, 
Ne ſhould compel them to a quick reſult. 

To whom thus Belial in like gameſome mood : 
Leader, the terms we ſent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urged home; 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them all, ? 
And ſtumbled many : who receives them right, 


Had need from head to foot well underſtand ; 


Not underſtood, this gift they have beſides, 
They ſhew us when our foes walk not upright. 


Thus they among themſetyes in pleaſant vein 


| Stood ſeoffing ———— L 


N 280 THE SPECTATOR 117 


PL LL ede 
No 280 Monday, January 21. 


* 4 
1 


Principibus placuiſſe viris non ultima laus et. | 
OO Hor, Ep. 17. lib. ver. 35. 
To pleaſe the great is not the ſmalleſt praiſe, Ca Exc. 


T* E defireof pleaſing makes a man agreeable or 


unwelcome to thoſe with whom he converſes, 
according to the motive from which that incli- 
nation appears to flow. If your concern for pleaſin 
others ariſes from an innate benevolence, it never fails 
of ſucceſs ; if from a vanity to excel, its diſappointment 
is no leſs certain, What we call an agreeable man, 
is he who is endowed with the natural bent to do ac- 
ceptable things from a delight he takes in them merely 
as ſuch; and the affectation of that character is what 
conſtitutes a fop. Under theſe leaders one may draw 
up all thoſe who make any manner of figure, except 
in dumb ſhow. A rational and ſelect converſation is 
compoſed of perſons, who have the talent of 8 
with delicacy of ſentiments flowing from habitu 
chaſtity of thought; but mixed company is frequently 
made up of pretenders to mirth, and is uſually peſtered 
with conſtrained, obſcene and painful witticiſms. Now 
and then you meet with a man, ſo exactly formed for 
pleaſing, that it is no matter what he is doing or ſaying, 
that is to ſay, that there need no manner of impor- 
tance in it, to make him gain upon every body who 
hears or beholds him. This felicity is not the gift 
of nature only, but muſt be attended with happy cir- 
cumſtances, which add a dignity to the familiar beha- 
viour which diſtinguiſhes him whom we call an agree- 
able man. It is from this that every body loves and 
eſteems Polycarpus, He is in the vigour of his age and 
the gaiety of life, but has paſſed through very conſpi- 
; cuous ſcenes in it; though no ſoldier, he has ſhared the 
danger, 
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danger, and acted with great galantry and generoſity 
on a deciſive day of battle. To have thoſe qualities 
which only make other men conſpicuous in the world as 
it were ſupernumerary to him, is a circumſtance which 
m_ weight to his moſt indifferent actions; for as x 
nown credit is ready caſh to a trader, ſo is acknoy. 
ledged merit immediate diſtinction, and ſerves in the 
place of equipage to a gentleman. This renders Po. 
carpus graceful in mirth, important in buſineſs, and re- 
garded with love, in every ordinary occurrence. But 
not to dwell upon characters which have ſuch particular 
recommendations to our hearts, let us turn our thoughts 
rather to the methods of pleaſing which muſt carry men 
through the world who cannot pretend to ſuch advan- 
tages. Falling in with the particular humour or manner 
of one above you, abſtracted from the general rules of 
behaviour, is the life of a ſlave. A paraſite differs 
in nothing from the meaneſt ſervant, but that the foot: 
man hires himſelf for bodily labour, ſubjected to go and 
come at'the will of his maſter, but the other gives up 
his very ſoul: he is proſtituted to ſpeak, and profeſſes 
to think after the mode of him whom he courts. This 
ſervitude to a patron, in an honeſt nature, would be 
more grievous than that of wearing his livery; there- 
fore we will ſpeak oi thoſe methods only, which are 
worthy and ingenuous, | 
The happy talent of — either thoſe above you 
or below you, ſeems to be wholly owing to the opinion 
they have of your ſincerity. This quality is to attend 
the agreeable man in all the actions of his life; and | 
think there need no more be ſaid in honour of it, than 
that it is what forces the approbation even of your op- 
ponents. The guilty man has an honour for the judge 
who with juſtice pronounces againſt him the ſentence of 
death itſelf. The author of the ſentence at the head of 
this paper, was an excellent judge of human life, and 
paſſed his own in company the moſt agreeable that ever 
was in the world. Auguſtus lived amongſt his friends 
as if he-had his fortune to make in his own court : Can- 
dour and affability, accompanied with as much power 
as ever mortal was veſted with, were what made him in 
the utmoſt manner agreeable among a ſet of admirable 
men, 


200 N*-:2% THE SPECTATOR. 119 


men, who had thoughts too high for ambition, and 
views too large to be pratified by what he could give 
them in the diſpoſal of an empire, without the pleaſures 
of their mutual converfation. A certain unanimity of 
taſte and judgement, which is natural to all of the ſame 
order in the ſpecies, was the band of this ſociety; and 
the emperor aſſumed no figure in it, but what he thought 
was his due from his private talents and qualification 
as they contributed to advance the pleaſures and ſentts 
ments of the company. 8 

Cunning people, hypocrites, all who are but half 
rirtuous, or half wiſe, or incapable of taſting the re- 
fined pleaſure of ſuch an equal company as could wholly 
exclude the regard of fortune in their converſations. 
Horace, in the diſcourſe from whence I take the hint of 
the preſent ſpeculation, lays down excellent rules for 
conduct in converſation with men of power; but he 
ſpeaks it with an air of one who had no need of. ſuch an 
application for any thing which related to himſelf. It 
ſhews he underſtood what it was to be a ſkilful courtier, 
by juſt admonitions againſt importunity, and ſhewing 
how forcible it was to ſpeak modeſtly of your own 
wants, There 1s indeed ſomethin ſhameleſs 'in 
taking all opportunities to ſpeak of your own affairs, 
that he who is guilty of it towards him on he 
depends, fares hke the beggar, who expoſes his ſores, 
which inſtead of moving compaſſion makes the man he 
begs of turn away from the olyeR. Wc = 

I cannot tell what is become of him, but I remember 
about ſixteen years ago an honeſt fellow, who ſo juſtly 
underſtood how diſagreeable the mention or appearance 
of his wants would make him, that I have -often re- 
flected upon him as a counterpart of rus, whom I have 
formerly mentioned. This man, whom I have miſſed 
for ſome years in my walks, and have heard was ſome 
way employed about the army, made it a maxim, That - 
good wigs, delicate linen, and a chearful air, were to a 
poor dependant the ſame that working tools are to a 
poor artificer. It was no ſmall entertainment to me, 
who knew his circumſtances, to ſee him,'who had faſted 
two days, attribute the thinneſs they told him of to the 
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violence of ſome galantries he had lately been guilty of 
The ſkilful diflembler carried this on with the utmot 
addreſs ; and if any ſuſpected his affairs were narroy, 
it was attributed to indulging himſelf in ſome faſhion. 
able vice rather than an irreproachable poverty, which 
ſaved his credit with thoſe on whom he depended. 
The main art 1s to be as little troubleſom as you 
can, and make all you hope for come rather as a favour 
from your patron than claim from you. But I am here 
prating of what is the method of pleaſing ſo as to ſuc 
ceed in the world, when there are crowds who have, 
in city, town, court, and country, arrived to conſider- 
able acquiſitions, and yet ſeem incapable of acting in 
any conſtant tenour of life, but have gone on from one 
| Jucceſsful error to another: Therefore I think 1 may 
ſhorten this inquiry after the method of pleaſing ; and 
as the old beau ſaid to his ſon, once for all, Pray, Jack, 
be a fine gentleman, ſo may I, to my reader, abridge m 
8 and finiſh the art of pleaſing, in a — 
Be rich, 
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Peckoribus inhians ſpirantia conſulit exta. 
Virg. En. 4. ver. 64. 
Anxious the reeking entrails he conſults, 


H G already given an account of the diſ- 


» —— 


ſection of a Beau, Head, with the ſeveral diſco- 
veries made on that occaſion; I ſhall here, ac- 
cording to my promiſe, enter upon the diſſection of a 
Coguette's heart, and communicate to the publick ſuch 


particularities as we obſerved in that curious piece of 


anatomy. 
I ſhould perhaps have waved his undertaking, had 


not I been put in mind of my promiſe by ſeveral of 


my unknown correſpondents, who are very importunate 

with me to make an example of the coquette, as | have 

already done of the beau. It is therefore in hn 
. wi 
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ty of MI with the requeſt of friends, that I have looked over the 
tmot minutes of my former dream, in order to give the pub- 
row, lick an exact relation of it, which 1 ſhall enter upon 
tion. without farther preface. — (ec . | 
hich Oar operator, before he engaged in this viſionary diſ- 
ſection, told us, that there was nothing in his art more 
you dificult than to lay open the heart of a coquette, by 
vour WI reaſon of the mo! labyrinths and receſſes which are to 
her be ſound in it, and which do not appear in the heart of 
ſuc. any other animal. | * * 
lave He deſired us firſt of all to obſerve the Pericardium. 
der. or outward; cIſe of the heart, which we did very at- 
> in tentively; and by the help of our glaſſes diſcerned in it 
"one millions of little ſcars, which ſeemed to have been oc- 
may cafioned by the points of innumerable darts and arrows, 
and chat from time to time had glanced upon the outward 


coat; though we could not diſcover ſmalleſt ori- 
kce, by which any of them had entered and pierced the 
inward ſubſtance. . | ap 
Every ſmatterer in anatomy knows that this Pericardi. 
um, or caſe of the heart, contains in it a thin reddiſh 
liquor, ' ſuppoſed to be bred from the vapours which 
exhale out of the heart, and, ant ſtopt here, are con- 
denſed into this watry ſubſtance. Upon examining this 
liquor, we found that it had in it all the qualities of 
that ſpirit which is made _ uſe of in the thermometer, . 
to ſhew the change of weather. | 


Nor muſt I here omit an experiment one of the com- 


60 pany aſſured us he himſelf had made with this liquor, 
: which he found in great quantity about the heart of a 
diſ coquette whom he had formerly diſſected. He aftirmed 
co- to us, that he had actually incloſed it in a ſmall tube 
ac - made after the manner of a weather glaſs; but that in- 
f a ſtead of acquainti him with the variations of the at- 
ich moſphere, it ewes him the qualities of thoſe perſons 
of who entered the room where it ſtood. He affirmed 

alſo, that it roſe at the approach of a plume of fea- 
ad thers, an embroidered coat, or a pair of fringed gloves; 
of Wl and thatit fell as ſoon as an ill- periwig, a clumſy 


ate ir of ſhoes, or an unfaſhionable coat came into his 
we uſe: Nay,-he proceeded fo far as to aſſure us, that 
ce upon his laughing aloud when he ſtood by it, the li- 
th Vor. IV. | F M 85 quor 
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quor mounted very ſenſibly, and immediately ſunk agai 
kj his looking ſerious. In ſhort, he old us, — 
knew very well by this invention whenever he had a man 
of ſenſe or a coxcomb in his room. 270 
Having cleared away the Pericardium, or the caſe and 
liquor above-mentioned, we came to the heart itſelf. The 
outward ſurface of it was extremely ſlippery; and the 
Mucro, or point, ſo very cold withal, that, upon endes. 
vouring to take hold of it, it glided through the finger, 
like a ſmooth piece of ice. rf. 15 
The fibres were turned and twiſted in a more intri. 
cate and perplexed manner than they are uſually found 
in other hearts; inſomuch that the whole heart was 
wound up together in a Gordian knot, and muſt have 
had very irregular and unequal motions, whilſt it was 
employed in its vital function. ei HOT « 
One thing we thought very obſervable, namely, that, 
upon examining all the veſſels which came into it or 
faced out of it, we could not diſcover any communica- 
tion that it had with the tongue. £ 
We could not but take notice likewiſe, that ſeveral of 
thoſe little nerves in the heart which are affected by the 
ſentiments of love, hatred, and other paſſions, did not de- 
ſcend to this before us from the brain, but from the 
muſcles which lie about the eye. 
. Upon a. the heart 'in my hand, I found it 
to be extremely light, and conſequently: very hollow, 
which | did not wonder at, when, upon looking into the 
infide of it, 1 ſaw multitudes of cells and cavities run- 
ning one within another, as our hiſtorians deſcribe the 
apartments of Ro/amond's bower. Several of theſe little 
hollows were Ruffed with innumerable forts of trifles, 
which I ſhall forbear giving any particular account of, 
and ſhall therefore only take notice of what lay firſt and 
uppermoſt, which, upon our unfolding it and applying 
aur microſcopes to it, appeared to be a flame colou 
hood. | 
"We wert informed that the lady of this heart, when 
living, received the addreſſes of ſeveral who made love 
to her, and did not only give each of them encourage- 
ment, but made every one ſhe converſed with believe 
chat ſhe regarded him with an eye of kindneſs; for _ 
| reaſon 


Ne 28 THE SPECTATOR. 1323 


reaſon we expected to have ſeen the ĩmpreſſion of multi- 
tudes of faces among the ſeveral plaits and foldings of the 
heart; but to our great ſurpriſe not a ſingle print of this 
nature diſcovered itſelf until we came into the very core 
and center of it. We there obſerved a littte figure, 
which, upon applying our glaſſes to it, appeared dreſſed 
in a very fantaſtick manner. The more I looked upon it, 
the more | thought [ had ſeen the face before, but cauld 
not poſſibly recollect either the place or time; when, at 
length, one of the company, who had examined this 
figure more nicely than the reſt, ſhewed us 2 by the 
make of his face, and the ſeveral turns of its features, 
that the little idol which was thus lodged in the very 
middle of the heart was the deceaſed beau, whoſe head 
I gave ſome account of in my laſt Tugſday's paper. 

As ſoon as we had finiſhed our diſſection, we reſolved 
to make an experiment of the heart, not being able to 
determine among ourſelves the nature of its ſubſtance, 
which differed in ſo many particulars from that of the 
heart in other females. Accordingly we laid it into a 
pan of burning coals, when we obſerved in it a certain 
ſalamandrine quality, that made it capable of living 
in the midſt of fire and flame, without being conſumed, 
or ſo much as ſinged. | « 4455104 "22208 

As we were admiring this ſtrange Phnomen, and 
ſtanding round the heart in a circle, it gave a moſt 
digious ſigh or rather crack, and diſperſed all at ones in 
ſmoke A. vapour. This imaginary noiſe, which me- 
thought was louder than the burſt of a cannon, produced 
ſuch a violent ſhake in my brain, that it diſſipated the 
—_ of ſleep, and left me in an inſtant broad awake. 

= | 1 


1 


= — — — 
— — . 
ET” SLOT _ 6. - — — 


. „„ * 


— — — IC r 2 — — 


No 28, 


124 THE SPECTATOR, 


S eee e eee 
Ne 282 Wedneſday, January 23. 


— 


mn. 


e incerta futuri. Virg. En. 8. ver. 580, 
Hopes and fears in equal balance laid. 


Dzropex, 


T is a lamentable thing that every man is full of com- 

| 1 plaints, and conſtantly uttering ſentences againſt the 
fickleneſs of fortune, when people generally brin 
upon themſelves all the calamities they fall into, and 
are conſtantly * matter for their own ſorrow 
and diſappointment. That which produces the greateſ 
part of the deluſions of mankind, is a falſe hope which 
people indulge with ſo ſanguine a flattery to themſelves, 
that their hearts are bent upon fantaſtical advantages 
which they had no reaſon to believe ſhould ever have 
arrived to them. By this unjuſt meaſure of calculat- 
ing their happineſs, they often mourn with real afflic- 
tion for imaginary loſſes. : When | am talking of this 
unhappy way of accounting for ourſelves, I cannot but 
reflect upon a particular ſet of people, who, in their 
own favour, reſolve every thing that is poſlible into 
what is probable, and then reckon on that probability 
as on what muſt certainly happen. WIII Ho Ex- 
£0 MB, upon my obſerving his looking on a Lady with 
ſome particular attention, gave me an account of the 
reat diſtreſſes which had laid waſte that her very fine 
ace, and had given an air of melancholy to a very 
agreeable perſon. That Lady, and a couple of fiſters 
of hers, were, ſaid WII I, fourteen years ago, the greateſt 
fortunes about town; but without having any loſs by 
bad tenants, by bad-ſecurities, or any damage by ſea 
or land, are reduced to very narrow circumſtances. They 
were at · that time the moſt inacceſſible haughty beau- 
ties in town; and their pretenſions to take upon them 
at that unmerciful rate, were raiſed upon the 23 
| cheme, 
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ſcheme, according to which all their lovers were an- 
ſwered. 

Our father is a youngiſh man, but then our mo- 
© ther is ſomewhat older, and not likely to have any 
children: His eſtate being 80o/. per Annum, at 20 
* years purchaſe, is worth 16,000/, Our uncle, who 
© is above 50, has 4001. per Aunum, which at the afore- 
« ſaid rate, is 8000/, There is a widow aunt, who 
© has io, oc J. at her own diſpoſal left by her huſband, 
and an old maiden aunt, who has 6000/. Then our 
© father's mother has gool. per Annum, which is worth 
18, ooo. and 100 J. each of us has of her own, which 
* cannot be taken from us. Theſe ſummed up toge- 
ther ſtand thus, 


This equally divided 

Father's 8$c0—16,000 between us three a- 
Uncle's 400-8000 mounts — 9 J. 

10,000 each; an allowance be- 

a . 6000 —16,c00 ing given for enlarge» 
Grandmother go0——18,000 ment upon common 
Own 1000 each 3000 fame, we may lawful- 
| paſs for 30,000 J. 

Total 61,00 fortunes. 


In proſpeR of this, and the knowledge of their own 
perſonal merit, every one was contemptible in their eyes, 
and they refuſed thoſe offers which had been frequently 
made them. But mark the end: The mother dies, the 
father is married again, and has a ſon, on him was en- 
tailed the father's, uncle's, and grand-mother's eſtate. 
This cut off 43,000/, The maiden aunt married a tall 
Iriſman, and with her went the 6000. The widow died, 
and left but enough to pay her debts and bury her; ſo 
that there remained for theſe three girls but their own 
1000/, They had by this time paſſed their prime, 
and got on the wrong fide of thirty; and mult paſs the 
remainder of their days, upbraiding mankind that they 
mind nothing but money, and bewailing that virtue, , 
ſenſe and modeſty, are had at preſent in no manner of 
eſtimation. 
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I mention this caſe of Ladies before any other, be. 
cauſe it is the moſt irreparable: For though youth is the 
time leſs capable of reflexion, it is in that ſex the only 
ſeaſon in which they can advance their fortunes. But 
if we turn our thoughts to the men, we ſee ſuch crouds 
of unhappy from no other reaſon, but an ill-grounded 
hope, that it 1s hard to ſay which they rather deſerve, 
our pity or contempt. It is not unpleaſant to fee a fel. 
. ow, after grown old in attendance, and after having 
paſſe half a life in ſervitude, call himſelf the unhappiett 
of all men, and pretend to be diſappointed becauſe 3 
courtier broke his word. He that promiſes himſelf any 
thing but what may naturally ariſe from his own pro- 
perty or liberty, and goes beyond the deſire of poſſeſſing 
above two parts in three even of that, lays up for him- 
felf an increaſing heap of afflictions and diſappointments, 
There are but two meansin the world of gaining by other 
men, and theſe are by being either agreeable or conſi- 
derable. The generality of mankind do all things for 
their own ſakes; and when you hope any thing from 
perſons above you, if you cannot ſay, I can be thus 
agreeable or thus ferviceable, it is ridiculous to pre- 
tend to the dignity of being unfortunate when they 
leave you; you were injudicious, in hoping for any 
other than to be neglected for ſuch as can come within 
theſe deſcriptions of being capable to pleaſe or ſerve 
your patron, when his humour or intereſts call for their 
capacity either way. | 
It would not methinks be an uſeleſs compariſon be- 1 
tw /een the condition of a man who ſhuns all the pleaſures 
of life, and of one who makes it his buſineſs to purſue 
them. Hope in the recluſe makes his auſterities com- 
fortzble, while the luxurious man gains nothing but 
uneaſineſs from his enjoyments. V- hat is the difference 
in the happineſs of him who is macerated by abſtinence 
and his who is ſurfeited with exceſs ? He who reſigns the 
world, has no temptation to envy, hatred, malice, anger, 
" bur is in gonſtant poſſeſſion of a ſerene mind; he who 
follows the pleaſures of it, which are in their very nature 
. diſappointing, is in conſtant ſearch of care, ſolicitude, 
remorſe, and confuſion, TW Me. 
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Mr, SPECTATOR, January the 14th, 1712. 
I Am a young woman and have my fortune to make, 
c 1 for which reaſon I come conſtantly to church to hear 
divine ſervice, and make conqueſts; But one great hin- 
drance in this my deſign, is that our clerk, who was once 
* a gardener, has this Chriftmas fo over-deckt the church 
* with greens, that he has quite ſpoilt my proſpect, inſo- 
much that I have ſcarce ſeen the young baronet ] dreſs 
© at theſe three weeks, though we have both been very 
conſtant at our devotions, - and do not fit above three 
© pews off. The church, as it is now equipt, looks more 
© like a green houſe than a place of worſhip: The mid- 
dle iſle is a very pretty ſhady walk, and the pews look 
like ſo many arbours of each fide of it. I he pulpit 
© itſelf has ſach cluſters of ivy, holly, and roſemary about 
* it, that a light fellow in our pew took occaſion to ſay, 
that the congregation heard thewordoutof a buſh, like 
© Moſes. Sir Anthony Lowe's pew in particular is ſo well 
* hedged, that all my batteries have no effect. I am 
© obliged to ſhoot at random zmong the boughs, with- 
© out taking any manner of aim, Mr. SPECTATOR, 


+ © unleſs you will give orders for removing theſe ns, 


© [ ſhall grow a very aukward creature at church, and 


© ſoon have little elſe to do there but to ſay my prayers. 


Jam in haſte, 5 
| | Dear SIR, 
your moſt obedient ſervant, 


T Jenny Simpes. 
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Magifter artis & largitor ingeni 
Venter — | ; Perſ. Prolog. ver. 10. 

. Neceſlity is the mother of invention. 
| | Engliſh Proverb, 


Ucian rallies the philoſophers in his time, who 
could not agree whether they ſhould admit Richer 
into the number of real goods; the profeſſors of 

the ſeverer ſects threw. them quite out, while others as 
reſolutely inſerted them. | N | 

I am apt to believe, that as the world grew more po- 
lite, the rigid doctrines of the firſt were wholly diſcard- 
ed; and [ do not find any one ſo hardy at preſent as to 
deny that there are very great advantages in the enjoy- 
ment of a plentiful fortune. Indeed the beſt and wiſeſt 
of men, though they may poſlibly deſpiſe a good part of 


+ thoſe things which the world calls pleaſures, can, I think, 
hardly be inſenſible of that weight and dignity which a 


moderate ſhare of wealth adds to their characters, coun- 
ſels, and actions. | 

We find it a general complaint in profeſſions and 
trades, that the richeſt members of them are chiefly en- 
couraged, and this is falſely imputed to the ill- nature of 
mankind, who are ever beſtowing their favours on ſuch 
as leaſt want them. Whereas if we fairly conſider their 
proceedings in this caſe, we ſhall find them founded on 
— reaſon: Since ſuppofing both equal in their 
natural integrity, I ought, in common prudence, to fear 
foul play from an indigent perſon, rather than from one 
whole circumſtances ſeem to have placed him above the 
bare temptation of money. 

This reaſon alſo makes the commonwealth regard her 
richeſt ſubjects, as thoſe who are moſt concerned for her 
quiet and intereſt, and conſequently fitteſt to be intruſted 
with her higheſt employments, On the contrary, -_ 

int's 
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line's ſaying to thoſe men of deſperate fortunes, who 
applied themſelves to him, and of whom he afterwards 
compoſed his army, that they had nothing to hope for but 
a civil war, was too true not to make the impreſſions 
he deſired, , 

believe I need not fear but that what I have ſaid in 
praiſe of money, will be more than ſufficient with moſt 
of my readers to excuſe the ſubje& of my preſent paper, 
which I intend as an eſſay on The aways to raiſe a man's 
fortune, or, The art of growing rich. 

The firſt and moſt infallible method towards the at- 
taining of this end is Thrift: All men are not equally 
qualified for getting money, but it is in the power 
of every one alike to practiſe this virtue, and I be- 
lieve there are very few perſons, who, if they pleaſe 
to reflect on their paſt lives, will not find that had 
they ſaved all thoſe little fums which they have ſpent 
unneceſſarily, they might at preſent have been maſters 
of a competent fortune. Diligence juſtly claims the next 
place to Thrift: | find both theſe excellently well re- 
commended to common ule in the three following Ja- 
lian proverbs. | 


Never do that by proxy which you can do yourſelf. 
Never defer that till to-morrow which you can do to- day. 
Newer negle& ſmall matters and expences. | 


A third inſtrument in growing rich, is Method in Bu- 
fineſs, which as well as the two former, is alſo attain» 
ably by perſons of the meaneſt capacities. 

The famous De Wit, one of the greateſt ſtateſmen 
of the age in which he lived, being aſked by a friend, 
How he was able to diſpatch that multitude of affairs in 
which he was engaged ? replyed, That his whole art 
conſiſted in doing one thing at once. If, ſays he, I have 
ns neceſſary diſpatches to make, I think of nothing 
elſe until thoſe are finiſhed: If any domeſtic affairs 
require my attention, I give myſelf up wholly to them 
until they are ſet in order. 

In ſhort, we often ſee men of dull and phlegmatick 
tempers, arriving to great eſtates, by making a regular 
and orderly diſpoſition - their buſineſs, and that with- 

5 out 
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out it the greateſt parts and moſt lively imaginationz 
+a; pirnaſe their affairs, than bring them to an happy 

ue. 
From what has been ſaid, I think I may lay it dow 
as a maxim, that every man of good common ſenſe may, 
if he pleaſes, in his particular ſtation of life moſt certain. 
ly be rich. The reaſon why we ſometimes ſee that men 
of the greateſt capacities are not ſo, is either becauſe 
they deſpiſe wealth in compariſon of ſomething elſe; 
or at leaſt are not content to be getting an eſtate, unleſ 
they may do it their own way, and at the ſame time 
enjoy all the pleaſures and gratifications of life, 

But beſides theſe ordinary forms of growing rich, it 
mult be allowed that there is room for genius as well in 
this as in all other circumſtances of life, 

Though the ways of getting money were long fince 
very numerous; and though ſo many new ones have been 
found out of late years, there is certainly ſtill remaining 
ſo large a field for invention, that a man of an indifferent 
head might eaſily fit down and draw up ſuch a plan for 
the conduct and ſupport of his life, as was never yet 
once thought of. 

We daily ſee methods put in practice by hungry and 
ingenious men, which demonſtrate the power of inven- 
tion in this particular. 

It is reported of Scaramouche, the firſt famous Italian 
comedian, that being at Paris and in great want, he be- 
thought himſelf of conſtantly plying near the door of a 
noted perfumer in that city, and when any one came 
out who had been buying ſnuff, never failed to deſire a 
taſte of them: when he had by this means got . 
a quantity made up of ſeveral different ſorts, he ſold it 
again at a Jower rate to the ſame perfumer, who finding 
out the trick, called it Tobac de mille fleurs, or ſnuff of 
a thouſand fiewers, I he ſtory farther tells us, that by 
this means he got a very comfortable ſubſiſtence, until 

making too much haſle to grow rich, he one day took 
"ſuch an unreaſonable pinch out of the box of a S 
officer, 3s engaged him in a quarrel, and obliged him to 
quit this ingenious way of lite. 

Nor can in this place omit doing juſtice to a youth 
ef my own country, who, though he is ſcarce — 
wm 98 twelve 
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twelve years old, has with great induſtry and applica- 
tion attained to the art of beating the grenadiers march 
on his chin, 1 am credibly informed that by this means 
he does not only maintain himſelf and his mother, but 
that he is laying up money every day, with a deſign, 
if the war continues, to purchaſe a drum at leaſt, if not 
2 pair of colours. 

I ſhall conclude theſe inſtances with the device of the 
famous Rabelais, when he was at à great diſtance from 
Paris, and without money to bear his expences thither, 
This ingenious author being thus ſharp ſet, got together 
a convenient quantity of brick-duſt, and having diſpoſed 
of it into ſeveral papers, writ upon one Poiſes for Mon- 


fieur, upon a ſecond, Poiſon for the Dauphin, and on a 


third, Poi/on for the King. Having made this proviſion 
rance, he laid his papers fo 
that this landlord, who was an inquiſitive man, and 
good ſubject, might get a fight of them. | 
The plot ſucceeded as he deſired: The hoſt gave im- 
mediate intelligence to the ſecretary of ſtate. Ihe ſe- 


cretary preſently ſent down a ſpecial meſſenger, who 


brought up the traitor to court, and provided him at the 
King's expence with proper accommodations on the 
road, As ſoon as he appeared he was known to be 
the celebrated Rabelais, and his powder upon examina- 
tion being found very innocent, the jeſt was only laughed 
at; for which a leſs eminent Droll would have been tent 
to the gallies, 

Trade and commerce might doubtleſs be till varied 
a thouſand ways, out of which would ariſe ſuch branches 
as have not yet been touched, The famous Doily is ſtill 
freſh in every one's memory, who raiſed a fortune by. 
finding out materials for ſuch ſtuffs as might at once 
be cheap and genteel. I have heard it athrmed, that 
had not he diſcovered this frugal method of gratfyan 
our pride, we ſhould hardly have been able to cartyivn 
the laſt war. % 

| regard trade not only as bighly advantageous to the 
commonwealth in general ; but as the molt natural agd 
likely method of making a m-n's fortune, haying ob- 
ſerved, fince my being a Spr&ator in the world, greater 
eſtates gotabout Change, _ at Whitebell ar St. . 
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] believe | may alſo add, that the firſt acquiſitions are 
generally attended with more ſa isfaQtion,, and as good 
a conſcience. 

I muſt not however clofe this eſſay, without obſerving 
that what has been ſaid is only intended for perſons in 
the common ways of thriving, and is not deſigned for 
thoſe men who from low beginnings puſh themſelves 
up to the top of ſtates, and the moſt conſiderable figures 
in life. My maxim of Saving is not deſigned for ſuch 
as theſe, ſince nothing is more uſual than for £hrif? to 
difappoint the ends of Ambition; it being almoſt im- 
poſſible that the mind ſhould be intent upon rifles, 
while it is at the ſame time forming ſome great deſign, 

I may therefore compare thefe men to a great poet, 
who, as Longines ſays, while he is full of the moſt mag- 
nificent ideas, is not always at leiſure to mind the little 
beauties and niceties of his art. 

would however have all my readers take great care 
how they miſtake themſelves for uncommon Genius, 
and men above rule, fince it is very eaſy for them to be 
deceived in this particular, X 
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Poſthabui tamen illorum mea ſeria tudo. 

| Virg. Ecl. 7. Ver, 17. 

Their mirth to ſhare, I bid my buſineſs wait. 
N unaffected behaviour is without queſtion a very 
A great charm; but under the notion of being un- 
conſtrained and diſengaged, ay them 
to be unconcerned in any duty of life. A general neg: 
{gence is what they aſſume upon all occaſions, and ſet 
up for an averſion to all manner of buſineſs and atten- 
tion. I am the careleſſeſt creature in the world, 1 have 
certainly the worſt memcry of any man living, are frequent 
expreſlions in the mouth of a pretender of this ſort. It 
is a profeſſed maxim with theſe people never to think ; 
there is ſomething ſo ſolemn in reflection, they, forſooch, 
can 
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can never give themſelves time for ſuch a way of employ - 
ing themſelves. It happens often that this ſort of man is 
heavy enough in his nature to be a good proficient in 
ſuch matters as are attainable by induſtry; but alas! he 
has ſuch an ardent deſire to be what he is not, to be too 
volatile, to have the faults of a perſon of ſpirit, that he 
profeſſes himſelf the moſt unfit man living for any man- 
ner of application, When this humour enters into the 
head of a female, ſhe generaly profeſſes ſickneſs upon all 
occaſions, and acts all things with an indiſpoſed air: She 
is offended, but her mind is too lazy to raiſe her to an- 
r, therefore ſhe lives only as actuated by a violent 
pleen and gentle ſcorn. She has hardly curioſity to 
liten to ſcandal of her acquaintance, and has never 
attention enough to hear them commended, This affec- 
tation in both ſexes makes them vain of being uſeleſs, 

and take a certain pride their infignificancy. | 
Oppoſite to this folly is another no leſs unreaſonable, 
and that is the impertinence of being always in a hurry. 
There are thoſe who viſit Ladies, and beg 1 
fore they are well ſeated in their chairs, that they juſt 
called in, but are obliged to attend buſineſs of impor- 
tance elſewhere the very next moment: Thus they run 
from place to _ profeſſing that they are obliged to 
be ſtill in another company than that which they are in. 
Theſe perſons who are juſt a going ſomewhere elſe ſhould 
never be detained; let all the world allow that buſineſs 
is to be minded, and their affairs will be at an end. 
Their vanity is to be importuned, and compliance with 
their multiplicity of affairs would effectually  difpatch 
them. The travelling Ladies, who have half the town to 
ſec in an afternoon, may be pardoned for being in con- 
ſtant hurry; but it is inexcuſable in men to come where 
they have no buſineſs, to | args they abſent themſelves 
where they have. It has been remarked by ſome nice 
obſervers and criticks, that there is nothing f Froxert: the 
true temper of a perſon ſo much as his letters. I have by 
me two epiſtles, which are written by two people of the 
different humours above-mentioned. It is wonderful that 
a man cannot obſerve upon himſelf when he fits down 
to write, but that he will gravely commit himſelf to 
paper the ſame man that he is in the freedom of con- 
c verſation. 
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verſation. I have hardly ſeen a line from any of theſe 
Gentlemen, but ſpoke them as abſent from- what they 
were doing, as they profeſs they are when they come 
into company. For the folly is, that they have perſuaded 
themſelves they really are buſy. Thus their whole time 
is ſpent in ſuſpenſe of the preſent moment to the next, 
and then from the next to the ſucceeding, which to the 
end of life, is to paſs away with pretence to many things, 
and execution of nothing. | 


„ © TP | 


9 17 E poſt is juſt going out, and I have many other 
N letters of very great importance to write this 
evening, but I could not omit making my compli- 
ments to you for your civilities to me when I was laſt 
in town. It is my misfortune to be full of buſineſs, 
that I cannot tell) ou a thouſaud things which I have 
to ſay to you. I muſt deſire you to communicate the 
© contents.of this to no one living; but believe me to 
© be, with the greateſt fidelity, | 
| SIR, | 
- your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 
Stephen Courier, 
Madam, 
8 1 Hate writing, of all things in the world; however, 
I though I have drank the waters, and am told [ 
* ought not to uſe my eyes ſo much, I cannot forbear 
* writing to Ter, to tell you 1 have been to the laſt de- 
gree hipped ſince 1 ſaw you. How could you entertain 
© ſuch a thought, as that I ſhould hear of that filly fel- 
low with patience? Take my word for it, there is no- 
* thing in 1t; and you may believe it when ſo lazy a 
creature as am undergo the pains to aſſure you of it 
* by taking pen, ink, — paper in my hand. Forgive 
* this, you Know I ſhall not often offend in this kind. 
* I am, very much | : 
? : Your ſervant, 
S Eridget Eitherdown, 
T te fellow is of your country, prigthee ſend me word how- 
ver whether he has fo great an eſlate. oF 
Faint A r; 
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Mr. SPECTATOR, , Jan. 24, 1712. 


I Am clerk of the pariſh from whence Mrs. Simper 
I ſends her complaint, in your yeſterday's SpeZatcr, 
« | muſt beg of you to publiſh this as a publick ad- 
« monition to the aforeſaid Mrs. —_— otherwiſe all 
my honeſt care in the diſpoſition of the greens in the 
church will have no effect: I ſhall therefore with 
« your leave lay before you the whole matter. I was 
formerly, as the charges me, for ſeveral years a gar- 
diner in the county of Kent: But I muſt abſolutely 
deny, that it is out of any affection I retain for my 
old employment that I have placed my greens ſo libe- 
rally about the church, but out of a particular ſpleen 1 
* conceived againſt Mrs. Simper (and others of the ſame 
ſiſterhood) ſometime ago, As to herſelf, I had one 
day ſet the hundredth P/alm, and was ſinging the firſt 
line in order to put the congregation into the tune, 
ſhe was all the while curtſying to Sir Anthony, in fo 
affected and indecent a manner, that the indignation 
] conceived at it made me forget myſelf io far, as 
from the tune of that P/a/m to wander into Sowth- 
well tune, and from thence into Wind/or tune, ſtill 
unable to recover myſelf, until I had with the ut- 
moſt confuſion ſet a new one. Nay, I have often 
ſeen her riſe up and ſmile, and curtſy to one at the 
lower end of the church in the midſt of a Gloria Pa- 
tri; and when | have ſpoke the aſſent to a prayer 
with a long Amen, uttered with decent gravity, ſhe 
has been rolling her eyes around about in ſuch a man- 
ner, as plainly ſhewed, however ſhe was moved, it 
was not towards an heavenly object. In fine, ſhe 
extended her conqueſts ſo far over the males, and 
raiſed ſuch envy in the females, that what between love 
of thoſe, and the jealouſy of theſe, I was almoſt the 
only perſon that looked in a prayer-book all church- 
time. I had ſeveral projects in my head to put a ſtop 
to this growing miſchief; but as I have long lived 
in Kent, and there often heard how the Kentzs/o men 
evaded the conqueror, by carrying green boughs over 
their heads, it put me in mind of practiſing this device 
ks againſt 
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* againſt Mrs, Simper. I find I have preſerved many a 
* young man from her eye-ſhot by this means: there- 
* fore humbly pray the boughs may be fixed, until ſhe where 
* ſhall give ſecurity for her peaceable intentions, 


Your humble ſervant, | | 
T |; Francis Sternhold, And 
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ing 
8 . in t 
— that 
Ne, guicungue Deus, quicunque adhibebitur heros, the! 
Regali conſpectus in auro nuper & oftro, whe 
Migret in obſcuras humili ſermone tabernas : Ho! 
Aut, dum vitat humum, nubes & inania captet. w_ 
Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 227. — 
But then they did not wrong themſelves ſo much, for 
To make a God, a Hero, or a King th 
(Stript of his golden crown, and purple robe) pu 
Deſcend to a mechanick dialeQ ; W. 
Nor (to avoid ſuch meanneſs) ſoaring high, be 
With empty ſound, and airy notions, fly. 
Roscommon, 7 
| 
| _— already treated of the fable, the characters B 
H and ſentiments in the Paradiſe Left, we are in the a 
laſt place to conſider the Language; and as the © 
learned world is very much divided upon Milton as to K 
this point, | hope they will excuſe me if 1 appear par- F 
ticular in any of my opinions, and incline to thoſe who a 


judge the moſt advantageouſly of the author. 

It js requiſite that the language of an heroic poem 
ſhould be both perſpicuous and ſublime. In proportion 
as either of-theſe two qualities are wanting, the lan- 
guage is imperfect. Perſpicuity is the firſt and moſt ne- 
ceſſary qualification; inſomuch that a good-natured rea- 
der ſometimes overlooks a little ſlip even in the gram- 

. mar 


Ne 285 THE SPECTATOR 137 
mar or Syntax, where it is impoſſible for him to miſtake 
the poet's ſenſe. © Of this kind is that paſſage in Milton, 
wherein he ſpeaks. of Satan; Hats 


. and bis Son except, | 
Created thing nought valu'd he nor ſhunn'd. 


And that in which he deſcribes Adam and Eve. 


Adam the goodlieft man of men fince born | 
His ſons, the faireſt of her daughters Eve. 


It is plain, thatin the former of theſe paſſages accord- 
ing to the natural Syntax, the divine perſons mentioned 
in the firſt line are repreſented as created beings; and 
that, in the other, Adam and Ewe are confornded with 
their ſons and daughters, Such little blemiſhes as theſe, 
when the thought 1s great and natural, we ſhould with 
Horace, impute to a pardonable inadvertency, or to the 
weakneſs of human nature, which cannot attend to each 
minute particular, and give thelaſt finiſhing to every cir- 
cumſtance in ſo long a work, Theancient criticks there- 
fore, who were ated by a fpirit of candour, rather than 
that of cavilling, invented certain figures of ſpeech, on 
purpoſe to palhate little errors of this nature in the 
writings of thoſe authors who had ſo many greater 
beauties to atone for them. | 

If clearneſs and perfpicuity were only to be conſult- 
ed, the poet would have nothing elſe to do but to clothe 
his thoughts in the moſt plain and natural expreſſions, 
But ſince it often happens that the moſt obvious phraſes, 
and thoſe which are uſed in ordinary converſation, be- 
come to familiar to the ear, and contract a kind of mean- 
neſs by paſſing through - the mouths of the vulgar; a 

t ſhould take particular care to guard himſelf againſt 
idiomatic ways of ſpeaking. Ovid and Lucan have 
many poorneſſes of expreſſion upon this account, as tak- 
ing up with the firſt phraſes that offered, without put- 
ting themſelves to the trouble of looking after ſuch as 
would not only have been natural, but alſo elevated and 
ſublime. Milton has but few failings in this kind, of 
which, however, you may meet with ſome inſtances, as 
in the following paſſages. | 

| Embrios 


— 
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Emibrios and idiats, eremitas and Frier, 

. White, black, asd gray, i au rb crumpery 
Here pilgrims roam gs | 
- A while diſcourſe they bold, 

No fear leſt dinner. cool ; when thas began 

Our Author 
Who of all ages to ſucceed, but rel 

The evil on 255 2 07 7 by me, * 
My head, ill fare our anceſtor impure, 
For this we may thank Adam. 


The great maſters in compoſition, knew very well 
that many an elegant phraſe becomes improper for a 
poet or an orator, when it has been debaſed by common 
uſe. For this reaſon the works of ancient authors, which 
are written in dead languages, bave a great advantage 
over thoſe which are written in languages that are now 
ſpoken. Were there any mean 1 es or idioms in 

irgil and Homer, they would not bock the ear of the 
moit delicate modern reader, fo much as they would 
have done that of an old Greek or Roman, becauſe we 
never. hear them pronounced 1 in our kreets, 010 ordi- 

converſation. 

t ãs not therefore fullicient, that the languag ge of an 
epic poem be penſpicuous, unleſs it be alſo lie, To 
this end it ought to deviate, from the common forms 
and ordinary phraſes of ſpeech. The judgment of a 
poet very much diſcovers itſelf in ſhunning the common 
roads of expreſſion, without falling into ſuch ways of 
ſpeech as may ſeem ſtiff and unnatural; he muſt not 
ſwell into a falſe ſublime, by endeavouring to avoid the 
other extreme. Among the Greets, Aſchylus, and ſome- 
times Sepbocles, were guilty of this fault; among the 
Latins, Claudian and Statius; and among our own coun+ 
trymen, Shattſpear and Lee. In theſe authors the affecta- 
tion of greatneſs often hurts the perſpicuity of the ſtile, 
as in many others the endeavour after perſpicuity preju- 
dices i its greatneſs. 

Ariſtotle, has obſerved, that the idiomatick ſtile may 
be av vided, — the ſublime formed, by the following 
methods. Firſt, by the uſe of metaphors ; ſuch are thoſe 


of Milton. 
Imparadiſed 
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Imparadiſed in one another's arms.” | 
J — Aud in his hand a reed TD EOS140% 
oP | Stced avaving tipt with fire,mo— 1 5. 
The graſſy clods now calv d. 
Spangled with eyes 


In theſe and innumerable other inftances, the meta- 
phors are very bold but juſt; | muſt however obfervethat 
the metaphors are not ſo thick ſown in Milton, which al- 
ways ſavours too much of wit; that they never claſh with 
one another, which, as Ariſfotle obſerves, turns a ſen- 
tence into a kind of an enigma or riddle; and that he 
ſeldom has recourſe to them where the proper and natu- 
ral words will do as well. 

Another way of raiſing the language, and giving it a 
poetical turn, is to make uſe of the idioms of other 
tongues. Virgil is full of the Greek forms of ſpeech, 
which the criticks call Helleni/ms, as Horace in his odes 
abounds with them much more than Virgil. I need not 
mention the ſeveral dialects which Homer has made uſe 
of for this end. Milton, in conformity with the practice 
of the ancient poets, and with Ariforle's rule, has infuſed 
a great _ Latini/ms, as well as —_— and ſome- 
times Hebrai/ms, into the la his poem; as to- 
wards the beginning of it. 3 F 3721 


Nor did they not perceive the evil pli 

In which t — or the fierce _ not feek. 

Jer to their gen ral's voice they ſoon obey\d—— 
— Who ſhall tempt with wand'ring feet 

The dark unbottom'd infinite aby/s, | 

And through the palpable obſcure find out 

His uncouth way, or ſpread his airy fight 

Upborn with indefatigable wings 

Over the vaſt abrupt! 


So both aſcend 
In the viſions of God——— Book 2, 


Under this head may be reckoned the' placing the 
adjective after the ſubſtantive, the tranſpoſition of words, 
the turning the adjective into a ſubſtantive, with ſeveral 


other foreign modes of ſpeech which this poet has na- 
turalized 
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turalized to gue his verſe the greater ſound, and throw 
it out of proſe. | 

The third method mentioned by Ari/ftotle is what 
agrees with the genias of the Greek language more than 
with that of any other tongue, and is therefore more uſed 
by Homer than by any other poet. I mean the length- 
ning of a phraſe by the addition of words, which may 
either be inſerted or omitted, as alſo by the extending or 
contracting of particular words by the inſertion or omil. 
ſion of certain ſyllables. Milton has put in practice this 
method of raiſing his language, as far as the nature of 
our tongue will permit, as in the paſſage above men · 
tioned, Eremite, for what is hermite, in common diſcourſe, 
If you obſerve the meaſure of his verſe, he has with 
great judgment ſuppreſſed a ſyllable in ſeveral words, 
and ſhortned thoſe of two ſyllables into one, by which 
method, beſides the above mentioned advantage, he has 
given a greater variety to his numbers. But this practice 
15 more particularly remarkable in the names of per- 
ſons and of countries, as Beslxebub, Heſſebon, and in 
many other particulars, wherein he has either chan 
the name, or made uſe of that which is not the moſt 
commonly known, that he might the better depart from 
the languagy,c*the vulgar. | 

The ſame\Zaſon recommended to him ſeveral old 


words, which alſo makes his poem appear the more ve- 


nerable, and pives it a greater air of antiquity. 

I muſt likewiſe take notice, that there are in Millon 
ſeveral words of his own coining,-as cerberean, miſcreated, 
Hell-doom'd, Embryon atoms, and many others. If the 
reader is offended at this liberty in our Engl poet, [ 
would recommend him to a diſcourſe in Plutarch, which 
ſhews us how frequently Homer has made uſe of the ſame 
liberty. 

Milton, by the above- mentioned helps, and by the 
choice of the nobleſt words and phraſes which our tongue 
would afford him, has carried our language to a greater 
height than any of the Engliſh poets have ever done be- 
fore. or after him, and made the ſublimity of his ftile 
equal to that of his ſentiments. a 

have been the more particular in theſe obſervations 
on Milton's Stile, becauſe it is in that part of him in 2 


222 
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he appears the moſt ſingular, The remarks I have here 
aw upon the practice of other poets, with my obſerva- 
tions out of Ariſtotle, will perhaps alleviate the prejudice 
which ſome have taken to his poem this account; 
though after all, I muſt confeſs that | think his ſtile, 
though admirable in general, is in ſome places too much 
ſtiffened and obſcured by the frequent uſe of thoſe me- 
thods, which Ariſtotle has — for the raiſing of it. 

This redundancy of thoſe ſeveral ways of ſpeech, which 
Ariftatle calls foreign language, and with which Milton has 
ſo very much enriched, and in ſome places darkned the 
language of his poem, was the more proper for his uſe, 
becauſe his poem is written in blank verſe. Rhyme 
without any other aſſiſtance, throws the language o 
from proſe, and very often makes an indifferent phraſe 
paſs unre arded; but where the yerſe is not built upon 
rhymes, there pomp of ſound and energy of expreſſion, 
are indiſpenſibly neceſſary to ſupport the ſtyle, and keep 
it from talling into the flatneſs of proſe, 

Thoſe who have not a taſte for this elevation of ſtile, 
and are apt to ridicule a poet when he departs from the 
common — of expreſſion, would do well to ſee how 
Ariſtotle has treated an ancient author called Exclid, for 


. his infipid mirth upon this occaſion, Mr. Dryden uſed 


to call theſe fort of men his proſe criticks. 
| ſhould, under this head of the language, conſider Mi. 


ton's numbers, in which he has made uſe of ſeveral 


eliſions, which are not cuſtomary among other Zxg/iþ 
poets, as many be particularly obſerved in his cutting off 
the letter T, when it precedes a vowel. This, and ſome 
other innovation in the meaſure of his verſe, has varied 
his numbers in ſuch a manner, as makes them incapable 
of ſatiating the car, and cloying the reader, which the 
ſame uniform meaſure would certainly have done, and 
which the perpetual returns of rhyme never fail to do 
in long narative poems, I ſhall cloſe theſe reflections 
upon t 

Milton has copied after Homer rather than Virgil in the 
length of his periods, the copiouſneſs of his phraſes, 
and the running of his verſes into one another, L 


CY 


e language of Paradi/e Loft, with obſerving that 
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Nemina honeſta prætenduntur witits | 
: * ö Tacit. Ann. 1. 14. C. 21, 


Specious names are lent to cover vices. 


Mr. SyECTATOR, York, Tan. 18, 1712, 


I Pretend not to inform a Gentleman of ſo juſt a 
2 1 taſte, whenever he pleaſes to uſe it; but it may not 
© be amiſs to inform your readers, that there is. a falſe 
© delicacy as well as a true one. True delicacy, as l 
take it, conſiſts in exactneſs of judgment and dignity 
© of ſentiment, or if you will, purity of affection, as 
this is oppoſed to corruption and groſineſs. There 
are pedants in breeding as well as in learning. 1 he 
eye that cannot bear the light is not delicate but 
© ſore, A good conſtitution appears in the ſoundneſs 
and vigour of the parts, not in the ſqueamiſhneſs of 
the ſtomach; and a falſe delicacy is affectation, not 
© politeneſs. What then can be the ſtandard of delicacy 
C — truth and virtue? Virtue, which, as the ſatiriſt 
* long ſince obſerved, is real honour ; whereas the other 
diſtinctions among mankind are merely titular. Judg- 
ing by that rule in my opinion, and in that of many of 
your virtuous female readers, you are ſo far from de- 
«ſerving Mr. Cowurtly's accuſation, that you ſeem tos 
gentle, and to allow too many excuſes for an enor- 
* mous crime, which is the reproach of the age, and is 
in all its branches and degrees expreſly forbidden by 
© that religion we pretend to profeſs; and whoſe laws, 
in a nation that calls itſelf chriſtian, one would think 
. * ſhould take place of thoſe rules which men of corrupt 
* minds, and. thoſe of weak underſtandings, follow. | 
* know not any thing more pernicious to good manners, 
than the giving fair names to foul actions: for this 


© confounds vice and virtue, and takes off that natural 
| © horror 
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« horror we have to evil. An innocent ereature, who 
would ſtart at the name of ſtrumpet, may think it 
pretty to be called a miſtrefs, efpecially if her ſeducer 
« has taken care to inform her, that a union of hearts is 
« the principal matter in the fight of heaven, and that 
« the buſineſs at church is a mere idle ceremony. Who 
knows not that the difference between obſcene and 
« modeſt words expreſſing the ſame action, conſiſts only 
in the acceſſary idea, for there is nothing immodeſt in 
letters and ſyllables. Fornication and adultery are mo- 
« deft words; becauſe they expreſs an evil action as 
criminal, and ſo as to excite horror and averſion : 
« Whereas words repreſenting the pleaſure rather than 
« the fn, are for this reaſon indecent and diſhoneſt. Your 
« papers would be chargeable with ſomething worſe than 
« 1ndelicacy, they would be immoral, did you treat the 
deteſtable fins of unclea«neſs in the ſame manner as 
you rally animpertinentſelf-love, and an artful glange; 
« as thoſe laws would be very unjuſt, that ſhould chaſ- 
« tiſe, murder and petty larceny with the ſame puniſh. 
ment. Even dehcacy requires that the pity ſhewn 
to diftreſſed indigent wickedneſs, firſt betrayed into 
« and then expelled the harbours of the brothel, ſhould 
be changed to deteſtation, when we conſider 'pam- 
« pered vice in the habitations of the wealthy: The 
« moſt free perſon of quality, in Mr. Courtly's phraſe, 
« that is, to ſpeak properly, a woman of figure who 
has forgot her birth and breeding, diſhonoured her re- 
« lations and herſelf, abandoned her virtue and reputa- 
tion, together with the natural modeſty of her ſex, 
© and rrked her very ſoul, is fo far from deſerving to 
© be treated with no worle character than that of a kind 
© woman, (Which is doubtleſs Mr. Courtly's meaning, 
© if he has any) that one can ſcarce be too ſevere on 
her, in as much as ſhe fins againſt greater reſtraints, 
is leſs expoſed, and liable to fewer temptations, than 
© beauty in poverty and diftreſs. |t is hoped there- 
fore, Sir, wht you will not lay afide your generous 
* deſign of Expoſing that monſtrous wickedneſs of the 
town, whereby a multitude of innocents are ſacrificed 
* in a more barbarqus manner than thoſe who 1 — 
; 1 C301 . 4 oy s 
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c fered to Maloch. The unchaſte are provoked. to ( 
* their vice expoſed, and the. chaſte cannot rake inte 
* ſuch filth without danger of defilement, but à mer: 
* SPECTATOR may look into the bottom, and come 
off without _—_ in the guilt. The doing ſo wil 
* convince us you purſue publick good, and not merely 
* your own advantage: But if your zeal flackens, hoy 
can one help thinking that Mr, Courtly's letter is but 
* feint'to get off from a ſubject, in which either your 
open, or the private and baſe ends of others to whon 
* you are partial, or thoſe of whom you are afraid, would 
© not endure a reformation ? 


Jam, Sir, your humble ſervant and admirer, /o lig 
2 you tread in the paths of truth, virtue, and bo- 
nour. 


Mr. Srrecraroa, 


Trin. Coll. Cantab. Jan. 12, 1711-12. 


* YT is my fortune to have a chamber- fellow, with 
hom, though agree very well in many ſentiments, 
vet there is one in which we are as contrary as light 
* and darkneſs, We are both in love: His miſtreſs is 
* a lovely fair, and mine a lovely brown. Now as the 
* praiſe of our miſtreſſes beauty employs much of our 
time, we have frequent quarrels in entring upon that 
* ſubjeR, while each ſays all he can to defend his choice, 
For my own part, | have racked my fancy to the ut- 
* moſt; and ſometimes, with the greateſt warmth of 

imagination, have told bim, That night was made 
before day, and many more fine things, though with- 

out any elhact: Nay, laſt night | could not forbear ſay - 
ing with more heat than judgment, that the devilought 
* to be painted white, Now my deſire is, Sir, that 
vou would be pleaſed to give us in black and white 
« your opinion in the matter of diſpute between us; 
* which will either furniſh me with freſh and prevailing 
arguments to maintain my own taſte, or make me with 
„leis repining allow that of my chamber-fellow, 1 

© know very well that | have Jack Cleveland and Bond's 


"Sa «a" 


Horace on my ſide; but when he has ſuch a band of 


. * rhymers and romance-writers, with which he op- 


* poſes me, and is ſo continually chiming to the tune of 
, golden 


+ 
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golden treſſes, yellowlocks, milk, marble, ivory, ſilver, 
c ——— — doves, and the Lord knows what; 
« which he is always ſounding with ſo much vehemence 
in my ears, that he often puts me into a brown ſtudy 
© how to anſwer him; and I find that I am in a fair 
« way to be quite confounded, without your timely aſſiſ- 
* tance afforded to, 
'& i 
Your humble ſervant, 


7, Philobrune. 


REA ZR ERERERER 
No 287 Tueſday, January 29. 


N garn Yn unrep, ws T2149, pi 20 
Toi; voy E208 Hina — Menand. 


Dear native land, how do the good and wiſe 
Thy happy elime and countleſs bleſſings prize! 


Look upon it as a peculiar happineſs, that were I to 
| chooſe of what religion | would be, and under what 
government I would live, I ſhould moſt certainly give 
the preference to that form of religion and government 
which is eſtabliſned in my own country. In this point l 
think I am determined by reaſon and conviction; but 
if I ſhall be told that I am acted by prejudice, I am ſure 
it is an honeſt prejudice, it is a prejudice that ariſes from 
the love of my country, and therefore ſuch an one as I 
will always indulge. | have in ſeveral papers endeavour- 
ed to expreſs my duty and eſteem for the church of Zxg- 
land, and deſign this as an eſſay upon the civil part of our 
conſlitution, having often entertained myſelf with re- 
fexions on this ſubject, which I have not met with in 
other writers. | 
That form of government appears to me the moſt rea- 
ſonable, which is moſt conformable to the equality that 
we find in human nature, provided it be conſiſtent with 
Vor. IV, G public 


— 


146 THE SPECTATOR, Ne 5, 


publick peace and tranquillity. This is what may pro. 
perly be called liberty, which exempts one man from 
ſubjection to another ſo far as the order and C2conomy 
of government will permit. 8 

Liberty ſhould reach every individual of a people, a 
they all ſhare one common nature; if it only ſpread; 

among particular branches, there had better be none at 
all, ſince ſuch a liberty only aggravates the misfortune 
of thoſe who are deprived of it, by ſetting before then 
a diſagreeable ſubje& of compariſon, 

This liberty is beſt preſerved, where the legiſlative 
power is lodged 1n ſeveral perſons, eſpecially if thoſeper- 
ſons are of different ranks and intereſts; for where they 
are of the ſame rank, and conſequently have an intereſt to 
manage peculiar to that rank, it differs but little from a 
deſpotical government in a ſingle perſon. But the great 
eſt ſecurity a people can have for their liberty, is when 
the legiſlative power is in the hands of perſons ſo happily 
diſtinguiſhed, that by providing for the particular intereſt; 
of their ſeveral ranks, they are providing for the whole 
body of the people; or in other words, when there is no 
part of the people that has not a common intereſt with 
at leaft one part of the legiſlators. 

If there be but one bode of legiſlators, it 1s no better 
than a tyranny; if there are only two, there will want a 
caſting voice, and one of them muſt at length be ſwallow- 
ed up by diſputes and contentions that will neceſſarilyariſe 
between them. Four would have the ſame inconveni- 
ence as two, and a greater number would cauſe too much 
confuſion. | could never read a paſſage in Polybius, and 
another in Cicero, to this purpoſe, without a ſecret plea- 
ſare in applying it to the Zng/if conſtitution, which it 
ſuits much better than the Roman. Both theſe great au- 
thors give the pre-eminence to a mixt government, con- 
fiſting of three branches, the regal, he noble, and the 
popular. | hey had doubtleſs in their thoughts the 

, conſtitution of the Reman commonwealth, in which the 
Conſul repreſented the King, the ſenate the nobles, and 
the tribunes the people. This diviſion of the three 
: ers in the Roman conſtitution was by no means ſo 
diſtinct and natural, as it is in the Exgliſb form of govern- 
ment. Among ſeveral objections that might be mad 
| «11.542 
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to it, | think the chief are thoſe that affect the conſular 
power, which had only the ornaments withoat the force 
of the regal authority. Their number had not a caſting 


voice init; for which reaſon, if one did not chance to be 


employed abroad, while the other fat at home, the pub- 
lick buſineſs was ſometimes at a ſtand, while the conſuls 
pulled two different ways in it, Beſides, I do not find that 
the conſuls had ever a negative voice in the paſſing of a 
law, or decree of ſenate, ſo that indeed they were rather 
the chief body of the nobility, or the firſt miniſters of 
fate, than a diſtinct branch of the ſovereignty, in which 
none can be looked upon as a part, whoare not a part of 
the legiſlature. Had the conſuls been inveſted with the 
regal authority to as great a degree as our Monarchs, 
there would never have been any occaſions for a dicta- 
torſhip, which had in it the power of all the three orders, 
and ended in the ſubverſion of the whole conſtitution, 
Such an hiſtory as that of Suetonius, which gives us a 
ſucceſſion of abſolute princes, is to me an unanſwerable 
argument againſt deſpotick power. Where the Prince is 
a man of wiſdom and virtue, it is indeed happy for his 
people that he is abſolute; but ſince in the common run 
of mankind, for one that is wiſe and good you find ten 
of a contrary character, it is very dangerous for a nation 
to ſtand to its chance, or to have its public happineſs or 
miſery depend on the virtues or vices of a ſingle perſon. 
Look into the hiſtory I have mentioned, or into any ſeries 
of abſolute Princes, how many tyrants muſt you read 
through, before you come to an Emperor that is ſupport- 
able, But this 1s not all; an honeſt private man often 
grows cruel and abandoned, when converted into an 
abſolute Prince. Give a man power of doing what he 
pleaſes with impunity, you extinguiſh his fear, and con - 
ſequently overturn in him one of the great pillars of mo- 
rality. This too we find confirmed by matter of fact. 
How many hopeful heirs-apparent to grand Empires, when 
in the poſſeſſion of them, have become ſuch monſters of 
luſt and cruelty as are a reproach to human nature, 
Some tell us we ought to make our governments on 
earth like that in heaven, which, ſay they, is altogether 
monarchical and unlimited. Was man like his Creator in 
goodneſs and juſtice, I ſhould be for following this great 
G 2 model; 
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model; but where goodneſs and juſtice are not eſſential 
to the ruler, I would by no means put myſelf into his 
hands to be diſpoſed of according to his particular will 
and pleaſure. 

It is odd to conſider the connexion between deſpotic 
government and barbarity, and how the making of one 
perſon more than man, makes the reſt. leſs. About nine 
parts of the world in ten are in the loweſt ſtate of ſlavery, 
and conſequently ſunk in the moſt groſs and brutal igno- 
rance. European ſlavery is indeed a ſtate of liberty, if 
compared with that which prevails in the other three di- 
viſions of the world; and therefore it is no wonder that 
thoſe who grovel under it have many tracks of light 
among them, of which the others are wholly deſtitute, 

Riches and plenty are the natural fruits of liberty, and 
where thoſe abound, learning and all the liberal arts will 
immediately liſt up their heads and flouriſh. As a man 
mult have no laviſh fears and apprehenſions hanging up- 
on his mind, who will indulge the flights of fancy or ſpe- 
culation, and puſh his reſearches into all the abſtruſe 
corners of truth, ſo it is neceſſary for him to have about 
him a competency of all the conveniences of life. 

The firſt thing every one looks after, is to provide him- 
ſelf with neceſſaries. This point will ingroſs our thoughts 
until it be ſatisfied. If this is taken care of to our hands, 
ve look out for pleaſures and amuſements; and among a 

reat number of idle people, there will be many whoſe 
pleaſures will lie in reading and contemplation. Theſe 
are the two great ſources of knowledge, and as men grow 
wiſe they naturally love to communicate their diſcoveries; 
and others ſeeing the happineſs of ſuch a learned life, 
and improving by their converſation, emulate, imitate, 
and ſurpaſs one another, until a nation is filled with races 
of wiſe and underſtanding perſons. Eaſe and plenty are 
therefore the great cheriſhers of knowledge: And as moſt 
of the deſpotic governments of the world have neither of 
them, they are naturally over-run with ignorance and 
barbarity. In Europe, indeed, notwithſtanding ſeveral of 
its Princes are abſolute, there are men famous for know- 
ledge and learning; but the reaſon is becauſe the ſub- 
ſects are many of them rich and wealthy, the Prince not 
Thinking fit to exert himſelf in his full tyranny. like the 

| | Princes 
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Princes of the eaſtern nations, leſt his ſubje&s ſhould be 


invited to new- mould the conſtitution, having ſo many 


proſpects of liberty within their view. But in all deſpo- 


tic governments, though a particular Prince may favour 
arts and letters, there 1s a naturaldegeneracy of mankind, 
as you may obſerve from Augu/?us's reign, how the Romans 
lot themſelves by degrees until they fell to an equality 
with the moſt barbarous nations that ſurrounded them. 
Look upon Greece under its free ſtates, and you would 
think its inhabitants lived in different climates, and un - 
der different heavens, from thoſe at preſent; ſo different 
are the genius's which are formed under Turtiſb ſlavery, 
and Grecian liberty. | | 
Beſides poverty and want, there are other reaſons that 
debaſe the minds of men, who live under ſlavery, though 
I look on this as the principal. This natural tendency 
of deſpotic power to ignorance and barbarity, though 
not inſiſted upon by others, is, I think, an unanſwerabte 
argument againſt that form of government, as it ſhews 
how repugnant it is to the good of mankind, and the 
perfection of human nature, which ought to be the 
great ends of all civil inſtitutions, L 
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Both fear alike. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


you then promiſed to be very impartial, and 

not to ſpare even your own ſex, ſhould any of 

their ſecret or open faults come under your cogni- 
ſance; which has given me encouragement to deſcribe 
a certain ſpecies of mankind under the denomination 
of Male Jilts. They are Gentlemen who do not deſign 
to marry, yet, that they may appear to have ſome ſenſe 
of galantry, think they muſt pay their deworrs to one 
particular fair; in order to which they ſingle out from 
amongſt the herd of females her to whom they deſign 
to make their fruitleſs addreſſes. This done, they firſt 
take every opportunity of being in her company, and 
then never fail upon all occaſions to be particular to 
her, laying themſelves at her feet, proteſting the reali- 
ty of their paſſion with a thoufand oaths, ſoliciting a 
return, and ſaying as many fine things as their ſtock 
of wit will allow; and if they are not deficient that 
way, generally ſpeak ſo as to admit of a double inter- 
retation; which the credulous fair is apt to turn to 
er own advantage, ſince it frequently happens to be 
a raw, innocent, young creature, who thinks all the 
world as ſincere as herfelf, and ſo her unwary heart 
becomes an eaſy prey to thoſe deceitful monſters, who 
no ſooner perceive it, but immediately they grow cool, 
and ſhun her whom they before ſeemed ſo much to ad- 
mire, and proceed to act the ſame com mon- place villany 
towards another. A coxcomb fluſhed with many of 


W HEN you ſpoke of the jilts and coquettes, 


.< theſe infamous victories ſhall ſay he is ſorry for the poor 


fools, proteſt and vow he yever thought of matrimo- 


ny, and wander talking civiily can be fo ſtrangely mil- 


« interpreted. 
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© interpreted. Now, Mr. SpecTaTor, you that are a 
profeſſed friend to love, will, I hope, obſerve upon 
© thoſe who abuſe that noble paſſion, and raiſe it in in- 
© nocent minds by a deceitful affectation of it, after 


* which they deſert the enamoured. Pray beſtow a lit- 


* tle of your counſel to thoſe fond believing females 
* who already have or are in danger of broken hearts; 
in which you will oblige a great part of this town, but 
in a particular manner, 


S 1R, your (yet heart-whele) admirer, 
and devoted humble ſervant, 
MELAINIA. 


| —_ | 
Melainia's complaint is oceaſioned by ſo general a fol- 
ly, that it is wonderful one could fo long overlacłk it. 
But this falſe galantry proceeds from an impotence of 
mind, which makes thoſe who are guilty of it incapa- 
ble of purſuing what they themſelves approve. Many 
a man wiſhes a woman his wife whom he dares not take 
for ſuch. Though no one has power over his inclinations 
or fortunes, he is a flave to common fame, For this 
reaſon I think Meſainia gives them too ſoſt a name in 
that of Male Coquets. I know not why irreſolution of 
mind ſhould not be more £ontemptible than impotencs 
of body; and theſe frivolaus admirers would be but ten- 
derly uſed, in being only included in the ſame term with 
the inſafficient wh, fey way. 'They whom my correſpon- 
dent calls Male Coquets, ſhould hereafter be called Frib- 
ters. A Fribbler is one who profeſſes rapture and admi- 
ration for the woman to whom he addreſſes, and dreads 
nothing ſo much as her conſent. His heart can flutter 
by the force of imagination, but cannot fix from the 
force of judgment. It is not uncommon for the pareuts 
of young women of moderate fortune to wink at the ad- 
dreſſes of Fribblers, and expoſe their children to the 
ambiguous behaviour which Melainia complains of, un- 
til by the fondneſs to one they are to loſe, they be- 
come incapable of love towards others, and by conſe- 
quence in their future marriage lead a joyleſs or a mi- 
ſerable Hfe. As therefore I ſhall in the ſpeculations 
which regard Love be as ſevere as. I ought on jilts and 
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Iibertine women, ſo will I be as little merciful to inſigni. 
ficant and miſchievous men. In order to this, all viſitants 
who frequent families wherein there are young females, 
are forthwith required to declare themſelves, or abſent 
from places where their preſence baniſhes ſuch as would 
paſs their time more to the advantage of thoſe whom 
they viſit. It 1s a matter of too great moment to be 
dallied with; and I ſhall, expect from all my young 
people a ſatisfactory account of appearances. Strephon 
has from the publication hereof ſeven days to explain 
the riddle he preſented to Eudamia; and Chloris an hour 
after this comes to her hand; to declare whether ſhe 
will have Philalas, whom a woman of no leſs merit than 
herſelf, and of ſuperior fortune, languiſhes to call her 
own. 


To the SPECTATOR, 
BB & -* 


Ince ſo many dealers turn authors, and write quaint 
« ) advertiſements in praiſe of their wares, one who 
from an author turned dealer may be allowed for the 
advancement of trade to turn author again. I will not 
however ſet up like ſome of them, for ſelling cheaper 
than the moſt able honeſt tradeſmen can; nor do | ſend 
this to be better known for choice and cheapneſs of 
China and Japan wares, tea, fans, muſlins, pictures, 
arrack, and other Indian goods. Placed as I am in 
Leadenhall-ftreet, near the India-Company, and the cen- 
tre of that trade, thanks to my fair cuſtomers, my 
warehouſe is graced as well as the benefit days of my 
plays and operas; and the foreign goods I fell ſeem no 
leſs acceptable than the foreign books I tranſlated, 
Rahelais and Den Quixote I his the criticks allow me, 
and while they like my wares they may diſpraiſe my 
writing. But as it is not ſo well known yet that [ 
frequently croſs the ſeas of late, and ſpeaking Dutch 
and French, beſides other languages, I have the conve- 
niency of bnying and importing rich brocades, Dutch 
atlas's; with-gold and filver, or without, and other fo- 
reign ſilks of the neweſt modes and beſt fabricks, fine 


Flanders lace, linens and pictures, at the beſt ans 
: this 
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this my new way of trade I have fallen into I cannot 
© better publiſh than by an application to you, My 
« wares are fit only for ſuch as your readers; and I 


would beg of you to print this addreſs in your paper, 


that thoſe whoſe minds you adorn may take the orna- 
* ments for their perſons and houſes from me. This, 
« Sir, if I may preſume to beg it, will be the greater 
« favour, as I have lately received rich filks and fine lace 
to a conſiderable value, which will be ſold cheap for a 
quick return, and as I have alſo a large ſtock of other 


goods. Indian filks were formerly a great branch of 


© our trade; and ſince we muſt not ſell them, we muſt 
« ſeek amends by dealing in others. This I hope will 
* plead for one who would leſſen the number of teazers 
© of the muſes, and who, ſuiting his ſpirit to his circum- 
« ſtances, humbles the poet to exalt the citizen. Like a 
© true tradeſman, I hardly ever look into any books but 
* thoſe of accounts. To ſay the truth, I cannot, I think, 
give you a better idea of my being a downright man 
of traffick, than by acknowledging I oftener read the 
* advertiſements, than the matter of even your paper. 
] am under a great temptation to take this opportu- 
© nity of admoniſhing other writers to follow my exam- 
ple, and trouble the town no more; bat as it is my: 
* preſent buſineſs to increaſe the number of buyers ra- 
ther than ſellers, I haſten to tell you that | am, 


SIR, your moſt humble 
and moft obedient ſervant, 
T Peter. Motteux 
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Vite ſumma brevis pam nos vetat inchoare longam. 
| For. Od. 4. I. 1. ver. 15, 
Life's ſpan forbids us to extend our cares, 
And ſtretch our hopes beyond our years. 
Creech, 


PON taking my ſeat in a coffee-houſe Toften draw 

| | the eyes of the whole room upon me, when in the 
hotteſt ſeaſons of news, and at a time perhaps that 

the Dutch mail is juſt come in, they hear me aſk the 
coftee-man for his laſt week's bill of mortality : I find 
that J have been ſometimes taken on this occaſion for 
a pariſh ſexton, ſometimes for an undertaker, and ſome- 
times for a doctor of phyfick. In this, however, I am 
guided by the {; irit of a philoſopher, as I take oceaſion 
from hence to refle& upon the regular increaſe and dimi- 
nution of mankind, and conſider the ſeveral various ways 
through which we paſs from life to eternity. I am very 
well pleaſed with theſe weekly admoritions, that bring 
into my mind ſuch thoughts as ought to be the daily en- 
tertainment of every reaſonable creature; and can con- 
fider With pleaſure to myſelf, by which of thoſe delive- 
rances, or, as we commonly call them, diſtempers, I may 
poſſibiy make my eſcape out of this world of ſorrows, 
into that condition of exiſtence, wherein I hope to be 
happier than it is poſſible for me at preſent to conceive. 
but this is not all the uſe | make of the above-men- 
dioned weekly paper. A bill of mortality is in my opi- 
mon an unanſwerable argument for a Providence. How 
can we, without ſuppoſing ourſelves under the conſtant 
care of a fupzeme Being, give any poſſible account for 
that nice proportion, which we find in every great city, 
between the deaths and births of its inhabitants, and be- 
tween the number of males and that of females, who 
are brought into the world? M hat elſe could adjuſt - 
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ſo exact a manner the recruits of every nation to its 
loſſes, and divide theſe new ſupplies of people into ſuch 


equal bodies of both ſexes? Chance could never hold the 


balance with ſo ſteady a hand, Were we not counted 
out by an intelligent ſuperviſor, we ſhould ſometimes be 
over-charged with multitudes, and at others waſte away 
into a deſert: We ſhould be fometimes a populus wirorum,, 
as Florus elegantly expreſſes it, a generation of males, and 
at other a ſpecies of women. We may extend this con- 
ſideration to every ſpecies of living creatures, and conſi- 
der the whole animal world as an huge army made up of 
innumerable Corps, if I may uſe that term, whoſe quotas 
have been kept intire near five thouſand years, in ſo won- 
derful a manner, that there is not probably a ſingle ſpe- 
cies loſt during this long tract of time. Could we have 
general bills of mortality of every kind of animals, or 
articular ones of every ſpecies 1n each continent and 
iſland, I could almoſt ſay in every wood, marſh or moun - 
tain, what aſtontſhing inſtances. would they be of that 
providence which watches over all its works?” 
I have heard of a you man in the Romihh church, 
who upon reading thote words in the vth chapter of Gene- 
fir, And all the days that Adam lived ævere nine hundred 
and thirty years, and he died; and all the days of Seth, 
were nize hundred and twelve years, and he died; and alt 
the days of Methuſelah, were nine hundred and fixty nine 
years, and he died; immediately ſhut himſelf up in a 
convent, and retired from the world, as not thinking 
any thing in this life worth purſuing, which had not re- 
gard to another. 
The truth of it is, there is nothing in- hiſtory which is 
ſo improving to the reader as thoſe accounts which we 
meet with of the deaths of eminent perſons, and of their 


behaviour in that dreadful ſeaſon. I may alſo add, that 


there are no parts in hiſtory which affect and pleaſe the 
reader in fo ſenſible a manner. The reaſon | take to be 
this, becauſe there is no other ſipgle circumſtance in the 
Rory of any perſon, which can poſſibly be the caſe of every 
one who reads it. A battle or a triumph are conjunctures 
in which notone man in a million is likely to be engaged; 
but when we ſee a perſon at the Pohat of death, we cannot 
forbear being attentive to everygMing he ſays or does, be- 
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cauſe we are ſure that ſometime or other we ſhall ourſelve; 
be in the ſame melancholy circumſtances. The general, 
the ſtateſman, or the philoſopher, are perhaps character 
which we may never act in, but the dying man is one 
whom, ſooner or later, we ſhall certainly reſemble, 

It is, perhaps, for the ſame kind of reaſon that few 
books, written in Engliſb, have been ſo much peruſed as 
Dr. SherJoc#'s diſcourſe upon death; though at the ſame 
time I muſt own, that he who has not peruſed this excel. 
lent piece, has not perhaps read one of the ſtrongeſt per. 
ſuaſives to a religious lite that ever was written in any 
language. 5 

The conſideration, with which I ſhall cloſe this eſſay 
upon death, 1s one of the moſt ancient and-moſt beaten 
morals that has been recommended to mankind.. But its 
being ſo very common, and fo univerſally received, 
though it takes away from it the grace of novelty, adds 
very much to the weight of it, as it ſhews that it falls in 
with the general ſenſe of mankind. in fhort, I would 
have every one conſider that he is in this life nothing 
more than a paſſenger, and that he is not to ſet up his 
reſt here, but to keep an attentive eye upon that ſtate 
of Being to which he approaches every moment, and 
which will be for ever fixed and permanent, This ſingle 
conſideration would be ſufficient to extinguiſh the bit- 
terneſs of hatred, the thirſt of avarice, and the cruelty 

of ambition. - . 

I am very much pleaſed with the paſſage of Autiphanes, 
a very ancient poet, who lived near an hundred years be- 
fore Secrates, which repreſents the life of man under this 
view, as I have tranſlated it word for word. Be not 
grieved, ſays he, above meaſure for thy deceaſed friends. 
They are not dead, but have only finiſhed that journey which 
it is neceſſary for every one of us to tate: We ourſelves muſt 
go to that great place of reception in which they are all of 
them aſſembled, and in this general rendezwous of mankind, 
dre tigetber in another flate of Being. | 

[ think | have, in a former paper, taken notice of thoſe 
beautiful metaphors in ſcripture, where life is termed a 
pilgrimage, and thoſe who paſs through it are all called 
ſtrangers and ſojourners upon earth. I ſhall concludethis 
with a ſtory, which | kdve ſomewhere read in the 22 

; a | 0 
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of Sir John Chardin; that Gentleman after having told 
us, that the inns which receive the caravans in Pera, 
and the Eaſtern countries, are called by the name of 
Caravanſaries, gives us a relation to the following 
urpoſe. 
8 A Derviſe, travelling through Tartary, being arrived 
at the town of Ball, went into the King's palace by mi- 
ſtake, as thinking it to be a public Inn or Caravanſary. 
Having looked about him for ſometime, he entered into 
a long gallery, where he laid down his wallet, and ſpread 
his carpet, in order to repoſe himſelf upon it, after the 
manner of the Eaſtern nations. He had not been long 
in this poſture before he was diſcovered by ſome of the 
guards, who aſked him what was his buſineſs in that 
lace? The Derwi/e told them he intended to take up 
his night's lodging in that Caravanſary, The guards let, 
him know, in a very angry manner, that the houſe he 
was in was not a Caravanſary, but the King's palace. 
It happened that the King himſelf e through the 
gallery during this debate, and ſmiling at the miſtake 
ih, aſked him how he could poſlibly be fo 
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e dull as not to diſtinguiſh a palace from a Caravanſary? - 
d Sir, ſays the Der viſe, give me leave to aſk your Majeſty a 
e queſtion or two. Who were the perſons that lodged in 
- this houſe when it was firſt built? The Kang replied, 
/ His Anceſtors. And who, ſays the Dervi/e, was the laſt 


perſon that lodged here? The King replied, His Father. 
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! And who is it, ſays the Dervi/ſe, that lodges here at pre- 
. ſent? The King told him, that it was he himſelf. And 
. who, ſays the Derwiſe, will be here after you? The King 
, 


anſwered, The young Prince his ſon. , Ah, Sir, ſaid the 
* Derviſe, a houſe that changes its inhabitants ſo often, 
| * and receives ſuch a perpetual ſucceſlion of gueſts, 1s 
| not a palace but a Caravanſary. 
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— 


 Projicit ampullas & ſeſynipedalia verbs. 
Ds Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 97. 


Forgets his ſwelling and gigantick words, 
Ros couuox. 


HE players, who know I am very much their 

| friend, take all opportunities to expreſs a grati- 
tude to me for being ſo. They could not have 

a better occaſion of obliging me, than one which they 
lately took hold of. They deſired my friend W1Lz 
Honzycoms to bring me to the reading of a new 
tragedy; it is called The Diſtreſſed Mother. I muſt con- 
feſs, though ſome days are paſſed ſince I enjoyed that en- 
tertainment, the paſſions of the ſeveral characters dwell 
ſtrongly upon my imagination; and I congratulate to the 
age, that they are at laſt to ſee truth and human life 
repreſented in the incidents which concern heroes and 
heroines. The ſtile of the play is ſuch as becomes thoſe 
of the firſt education, and the ſentiments worthy thoſe 
of the higheſt figure. It was a moſt exquiſite pleaſure 
to me, to obſerve real tears drop from the eyes of thoſe 
who had long made it their profeſſion to diſſemble af- 
fliction; and the player, who read, frequently throw down 
the book, until he had given vent to the humanity which 
roſe in him at ſome irreſiſtible touches of the imagined 
ſorrow. We have ſeldom had any female diſtreſs on the 
ſtage, which did not, upon cool examination, appear to 
flow from the weakneſs rather than the misfortune of 
the perſon repreſented: But in this tragedy you are not 


entertained with the ungoverned paſſions of ſuch as are 


enamoured-of, each other, merely as they are men and 
women, but their regards are founded upon high con- 
.ceptions of each other's virtue and merit ; and the cha- 
racter which gives name to the play, is one who has 
behaved herſelf with heroic virtue in the moſt impor- 
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tant circumſtances of a female life, thoſe of a wife, a 
widow, and a mother. I there be thofe whoſe minds 
have been too attentive upon the affairs of life, to have 
any notion of the paſſion of love in fuch extremes as 
are known only to particular tempers, yet, in the above- 
mentioned conſiderations, the ſorrow of the heroine will 
move even the 1 of mankind. Domeſtick vir- 
tues concern all the world, and there is no one living 
who is not intereſted that Axdromache ſhould be an imi- 
table character. The generous affection to the memo- 
ry of her deceaſed huſband, that tender care for her ſon, 
which is ever heightened with the conſideration of his 
father, and theſe „ preſerved in ſpite of being 
tempted with the poſſeſſion of the higheſt greatneſs, are 
what cannot but be venerable even to ſuch an audi- 
ence as at preſent frequents the Engliſh theatre, My 
friend Witt HONEYcOus commended ſeveral ten- 
der things that were ſaid, and told me they were very 
genteel; but whiſpered me, that he feared the piece was 
not buſy enough for the preſent taſte, To ſupply this, 
he recommended to the players to be very careful in 
their ſcenes, and above all things, that _ part ſhould 
be perfectly new drefled. I was very gla 
they did not negle& my friend's admonition, becauſe 
there are a great many in this claſs of criticiſm who may 
be gained by it; but indeed the truth is, that as to the 
— itſelf, it is every where nature. The perſons are 
of the higheſt quality in life, even that of Princes; but 
their quality is not repreſented by the poet, with di- 
rection that guards and waiters ſhould follow them in 
every ſcene, but their grandeur appears in greatneſs of 
. ſentiments, flowing from minds worthy their condition. 
To make a character truly great, this author underſtands 
that it ſhould have its foundation in ſuperior thoughts 
and maxims of conduct. It is very certain, that many 
an honeſt woman would make no difficulty, though fie 
had been the wife of Hector, for the ſake of a king- 
dom, to marry the enemy of her huſband's family and 
country; and indeed who can deny but ſhe might be 
ſtill an honeſt woman, but no heroine? I hat may be 
defenſible, nay laudable in one character, which would 
bein the higheſt degree exceptionable in another, When 
Cata 


to find that 
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Cato Uticenſis killed himſelf, Cottius a Roman of ordi. 
nary quality and character did the ſame thing; upon 
which one ſaid, fmiling, * Cortius might have lived, 
though Cæſar has ſeized the Roman liberty. Cottiur) 
condition might have been the ſame, let things at the 
upper end, of the world paſs as they would. What is 
further very extraordinary in this work, is, that the per- 
ſons are all of them laudable, and their misfortunes ariſe 
rather from unguarded virtue than propenſity to vice, 
The town has an opportunity of doing itſelf juſtice in 
ſupporting the repreſentations of paſſion, ſorrow, indig- 
nation, even deſpair itſelf, within the rules of decency, 
honour and good-breeding; and ſince there is no one 
can flatter himſelf his life will be always fortunate, they — 
may here fee ſorrow as they would wiſh to bear it when- 7 
ever it arrives. a A 


Mr. SyECTATOR, 
, T Am appointed to act a part in the new tragedy - 
1 called The Diftrejed Mother: It is the celebrated 8 
grief of Oreſtes which | am to perſonate; but I ſhall 
* not att it as I ought, for I'ſhall feel it too intimately 
to be able to utter it. I was laſt night repeating a 
* paragraph to myſelf, which I took to be an expreſſion 
*-of rage, and in the middle of a ſentence there was a 
* ftroke of ſelf-pity which quite unmanned me. Be 


© pleaſed, Sir, to print this letter, that when [| am op- = 
«* preſſed in this manner at ſuch an interval, a certain = 
C — of the audience may not think | am out; and I W. 
hope with this allowance to do it to ſatisfaction. ha 


Jam, Sir, 


your moſt humble ſervant, 


| George Powell, P 

Mr. SPECTATOR, | pe 

* A* I was walking the other day in the Park, I ſaw * 

bo. a Gentleman with a very ſhort face; I defire to p1 
© know whether it was you. Pray inform me as ſoon as 

« you can, leſt ] become the moſt heroic Hecatiſſa's rival, la 

8 Tur humble ſervant to command, 7 


SOPHIA, 
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Dear Madam, 


* FT is not me you are in love with, for I was very ill 
p 1 and kept my chamber all that day. 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


T The SPECTATOR. 
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w— Ub; plura nitent in carmine, non ego paucts 
Offendor maculis, quas aut incuria fudit, 
Aut humana parum cavit natura 


For. Ars Poet. ver. 3815 


But in a poem elegantly writ, 

I will not quarrel with a ſlight miſtake, 

Such as our nature's frailty may excuſe. 
RosCOMMONs 


Have now conſidered Milton's Paradiſe Loft under thoſe 
four great heads of the fable, the characters, the ſen- 
timents, and the language; and have ſhewn that he 

excels, in general, under each of theſe heads. I hope 
that I have made ſeveral diſcoveries which may appear 
new, even to thoſe who are verſed in critical learning. 
Were I indeed to chooſe my readers, by whoſe judg- 
ment I would ſtand or fall, they ſhould not be ſuch as 
are acquainted only with the French and Italian criticks, 
but alſo with the antient and modern who have writ- 
ten in either of the learned languages. Above all, I 
would have them well verſed in the Gree&# and Latin 
poets, without which a man very often fancies that he 
underftands a critick, when in reality he does not com- 
prehend his meaning. 


t is in criticiſm, as in all other ſciences and ſpecu- 


lations; one who brings with him any implicit notions 
and obſervations, which he has made in his reading of 


the poets, will find his own reflections methodized and 
explained, 
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explained, and perhaps ſeveral little hints that had paſſe 
in his mind, perfected and improved in the works of: 

good critick; whereas one who has not theſe previou: 

lights is very often an utter ſtranger to what he reads 
and apt td put a wrong interpretation upon it. 

Nor 1s it ſufficient, that a man, who ſets up for a judge 
in criticiſm, ſhould have peruſed the authors above-men- 
tioned, unleſs he has alſo a clearand logical head. With. 
out this talent he is perpetually puzzled and perplexed 
amidſt his own blunders, miſtakes the ſenſe of thoſe he 
would confute, or, if he chances to think right, doe; 
not know how to convey his thoughts to another with 
clearneſs and perſpicuity. Axriſtotle, who was the bel 
critick, was alſo one of the beſt logicians that ever ay- 
peared in the world. 

Mr. / ocke's Eſſay on human underſtanding would be 
thought a very odd book for a man to make himſelf 
maſter of, who would get a reputation by critical \writ- 
ings; though at the ſame time it is very certaia that 
an author, who has not learned the art of diſtinguiſb- 
ing between words and things, and. of ranging his 
thoughts and ſetting them in proper lights, whatever 
notions he may have, will loſe himſelf in confuſion and 
obſcurity, I might further obſerve that there is not a 
Greek or Latin critick, who has not ſhewn, even in the 
ſtile of his criticiſms, that he was a maſter of all the 
elegance and delicacy of his native tongue. 

The truth of it is there is nothing more abſurd, than 
for à man to ſet up for a critick, without a good infight 
into all the parts of learning; whereas many of thoſe, 
who have endeavoured to ſignalize themſelves by works 
of this nature, among our Exgliſb writers, are not only 
defective in the above-mentioned particulars, but plain- 
Iy diſcover, by the phraſes which they make uſe of, and 

by their confuſed way of thinking, that they are not ac- 
quainted with the moſt common and ordinary ſyſtems of 
arts and ſciences. * A few general rules extracted out of 
the Frexch authors, with a certain cant of words, has 
ſometimes ſet up an illiterate heavy writer for a mol: 
judicious and formidable eritick. 

One great mark, by which you may diſcover a critick 
Who has neither taſte nor learning, is this, that he ſeldom 

ventures 
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ventures to praiſe any paSage in an author which hasnot 
been before received and applauded by the publick, and 
that his criticiſm turns wholly upon little faults and er- 
rors: This part of a critick is ſo very eaſy to ſucceed in, 
that we find every ordinary reader, upon the publiſhing 
of a new poem, has wit and ill-nature enough to turn 
ſeveral paſſages of it into ridicule, and very often in the 
night place, This Mr. Dryden has very agreeably re- 
marked in thoſe two celebrated, lines; 


Errors, like flraws, upon the ſurface flow; 
He who would ſearch for pearl, muſt dive below. 


A true critick ought to dwell rather upon excellencies 
than imperfections, to diſcover the concealed beauties of 
a writer, and communicate to the world ſuch things as 
are worth their obſervation, ] he moſt exquiſite words 
and fineſt ſtrokes of an author are thoſe which very often 
appear the moſt doubtful and exceptionable to a man 
who wants a rehſh for polite learning; and they are 
theſe, which a ſour diſtinguiſhing critick generally at- 
tacks with the greateſt violence. Tw/ly odferves, that 
is very eaſy to brand or fix a mark what he calls 
Verbum ardens, or, as it may be rendered into Engliſh, a 
glowing bold expreſſion, and to turn it into ridicule by a 
cold ill- natured criticiſm. A little wit 1s equally capa- 
ble of expoſing a beauty, and of aggravating a fault; 
and though ſuch a treatment of an author naturally pro- 
duces indignation in the mind of an underſtanding rea- 
der, it has however its effect among the generality of 
thoſe whoſe hands it falls into, the rabble of mankind 
being very apt to think that every thang which is laugh- 
ed at, with any mixture of wit, is ridiculous in itſelf. 

Such a mirth as this is always unſeaſonable in a cri- 
tick, as it rather prejudices the reader than convinces 
him, and is capable of making a beauty, as well as a 
blemiſh, the ſubje& of deriſion. A man, who cannot 
write with wit on a proper ſubject, is dull and ſtupid; 
but one, who ſhews it in an improper place, is as imper- 
tinent and abſurd, Beſides, a man who has the vile of 
ridicule is apt to find fault with any thing that gives him 
an opportunity of exerting his beloved talent, and very 
olten cenſures a paſſage, not becauſe there is any fault 
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in it, but becauſe he can be merry upon it. Such kin, .-.->.- 
of pleaſantry are very unfair and diſingenuous in work; 
of criticiſm, in which the greateſt maiters, both ancien 
and modern, have always appeared with a ſerious and 
inſtructive air. — 

As I intend in my next paper to ſhew the defects in 
Milton's Paradiſe Lo/?, | thought fit to premiſe theſe fey 
particulars, to the end that the reader may know I ente: 
upon it, as on a very ungrateful work, and that I ſhall 
Juſt point at the imperfections without endeavouring to 
inflame them with ridicule. I muſt alſo obſerve with 
Longinus, that the productions of a great genius, with 
many lapſes and inadvertencies, are infinitely preferable 
to the works of an inferior kind of author, which are 
ſcrupulouſly exact and conformable to all the rules of 
correct writing. 

I ſhall conclude my paper with a ſtory out of Boccalini, 
which ſufficiently ſhews us the opinion that judicious au- 
thor entertained of the ſort of criticks I have been here 
mentioning. A famous critick, ſays he, having gathered 
together all the faults of an eminent poet, made a pre- 
ſent of them to Apollo, who received them very graci- 
ouſly, and reſolved to make the author a ſuitable return 
for the trouble he had been at in collecting them. In 
order to this, he ſet before him a ſack of wheat, as it 
had been juſt thraſhed out of the ſheaf. He then bid 
him pick out the chaff from among the corn, and lay it 
aſide by itſelf. The critick applied himſelf to the tak 
with great induſtry and pleaſure, and, after having made 
the due ſeparation, was preſented by Apollo with the 
chaff for his pains, TEEN TS 
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N 292 Monday, February 4. 
— Illam, gquicguid agit, gquogu) weſtigia flectit, 
RY Componit furtim, ſubſequiturgue decor. 
enter : 
ſhall Tibull. Eleg. 2. I. 4. ver. 8. 
19 to Whate'er ſhe does, where'er her ſteps ſhe bends, 
with Grace on each action filently attends, 
— S no one can be ſaid to enjoy health, who is only 
e A not ſick, without he feel within himſelf a lightſom 
s of and invigorating principle, which will not ſuffer 
him to remain idle, but ſtill ſpurs him on to action; ſo 
lin; in the practice of every virtue, there is ſome additio- 
20. nal grace required, to give a claim of excelling in this or 
here chat particular action. A diamond may want poliſhing, 
res though the value may be intrinſically the ſame; and the 
pre. teme good may be done with different degrees of luſtre. 
aci. No man ſhould be contented with himſelf that he barely 
urn does well, but he ſhould perform every thing in the beſt 
In Wand moſt becoming manner that he is able. 
s it Tully tells us he wrote his book of Offices, becauſe there 
bid vas no time of liſe in which ſome correſpondent duty 
y it WI night not be practiſed; nor is there a duty without a cer- 
ak lain decency accompanying it, by which every virtue it 
ade 15 joined to will ſeem to be doubled. Another may do 
the the ſame thing, and yet the action want that air and 


beauty which diſtinguiſh it from others; like that inimi- 
table-ſunſhine T7tian is ſaid to have diffuſed over his 
landſcips; which denotes them his, and has been always 
unequalled by any other perſon, 

There is no one action in which this quality I am 
ſpeaking of will be more ſenſibly perceived, than in 
granting a requeſt or doing an office of kindneſs. Mam- 
nix, by his way of conſenting to a benefaction, ſhall 
make it loſe its name; while Carus doubles the kindneſs 
and the obligation: From the firſt the deſired requeſt 
Crops indeed at laſt, but from ſo doubtful a brow, that 
the obliged has almoſt as much reaſon to reſent the man- 
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ner of beſtowing it, as to be thankful for the favour ir. 
ſelf. Carus invites with a pleaſing air, to give him ano 
portunity of doing an. act of humanity, meets the ye. 
titioa half way, and conſents to a requeſt with a coun. 
tenance which proclaims the ſatisfaction of his mind in 
aſſiſting the diſtreſſed. | 

The decency then that is to be obſerved in liberality 
ſeems to conſiſt in its being performed with ſuch chen. 
fulneſs, as may expreſs the Godlike pleaſure is to be met 
with in obliging one's fellow- creatures; that may ſhey 
good- nature and benevolence overflowed, and do not, a 
in ſome men, run upon the tilt, and taſte of the ſediment; 
of a grutching uncommunicative diſpoſition, 

Since I have intimated that the greateſt decorum is to 
be preſerved/in the beftowing our good offices, I will 
illuſtrate it a little by an example drawn from private 
life, which carries with it ſuch a profuſion of liberality, 
that it can be exceeded by nothing but the humanity 
and good-nature which accompanies it, It is a letter of 
Pliny's, which I ſhall here tranſlate, becauſe the action 
will beſt appear in its firſt dreſs of thought, without any 
foreign or ambitious ornaments. | 


PLINY w 2QUINTILIAN. 


8 Hough I am fully acquainted with the content- 
I ment and juſt moderation of your mind, and the 
© conformity the education you have given your daughter 
© bears to your own character; yet fince ſhe is ſuddenly 
to be married to a perſon of diſtinction, whoſe figure 
in the world makes it neceſſary for her to be at a more 
than ordinary expence in clothes and equipage ſuitable 
to her huſband's quality; by which, though her intrin- 
fick worth be not augmented, yet will it receive both 
* ornament and luſtre: And knowing your eſtate to be 
as moderate as the riches of your mind are abundant, 
1 mult challenge to myſelf ſome part of the burden; 
and as.a parent of your child, I preſent her with twelve 
hundred and fifty Crowns towards theſe expences; 
* which ſum had been much larger, had I not feared the 
© ſmallneſs of it would be the greateſt inducement with 
« yau to accept of it. Farewel.” 5 
v3 
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Thus ſhould a benefaQtion be done with a good grace, 
and ſhine in the ſtrongeſt point of light; it ſhou d not 
only anſwer all the hopes and exigencies of the receiver, 
bat even out- run his wiſhes: It is this happy manner of 
behaviour which adds new charms to it, and/ſoftens thoſe 
gifts of art and nature, which otherwiſe would be rather 
diſtaſteful than agreeable. Without it, valour would de- 
generate into brutality, learning into pedantry, and the 
genteeleſt demeanour into affectation. Even religion it- 
ſelf, unleſs decency be the handmaid which waits upon 
her, is apt to make people appear guilty of ſourneſs and 
ill humour: but this ſhews virtue in her firſt original 
form, adds a comelineſs to religion, and gives its pro- 
ſeflors the juſteſt title to the beauty of holineſs. A man 
fully inſtructed in this art, may aſſume a thouſand ſhapes, 
and pleaſe in all: he may do a thouſand aRions ſhall 
become none other but himſelf; not that the things 
themſelves are different, but the manner of doing them. 

If you examine each feature by itſelf, Aglaura and 
Caliiclea are equally handſom; but take them in the 
whole, and you cannot ſuffer the compariſpn: The one 
is full of numberleſs nameleſs graces, the other of as 
many nameleſs faults, 

he comelineſs of perſon, and the decency of behavi- 
our, add infinite weight to what is pronounced by any 
one. It is the want of this that often makes the rebukes 
and advice of old rigid perſons of no effect, and leave a 
diſpleafure in the minds of thoſe they are directed to: 
But youth and beauty, if accompanied with a 2 
and becoming ſeverity, is of mighty force to raiſe, even 
in the moſt profligate, a ſenſe of ſhame. In Milton, the 

devil is never deſcribed aſhamed but once, and that at 
the rebuke of a beauteous angel. 


So ſpake the cherub, and his grave rebuke, 

Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 

Invincible: Abaſh'd the devil ſtood, 

Aud felt hcau awful goodneſs is, and Jaw, 

Virtue in her own ſhape how lovely ! Jaw and pin'd 
His I. 


The 
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The care of doing nothing unbecoming has accom. 
panied the greateſt minds to their laſt moments. They 
avoided even an indecent poſture in the very article of 
death. Thus Cæſar gathered his robe about him, that 
he might not fall in a manner unbecoming of himſelf; 
and the greateſt concern that appeared in the behaviour 
of Lucretia, when ſhe ſtabbed herſelf, was, that her body 
ſhould lie in an attitude worthy the mind which had in- 


# 


habited it. | | 


Ne non procumbat honeſt?, 
Extrema hac etiam cura cadentis erat. 


. Ovid. Faſt. I. 3. ver. 833, 
. *T'was her laſt thought, how decently to fall. 


r. SPECTATOR, 


M 

c I Am a young woman without a fortune; but cf a 
very high mind: That is, good Sir, I am to the laſt 
degree proud and vain. I am ever railing at the rich, 
for doing things, which upon ſearch into my heart, [ 
© find I am only angry becauſe I cannot do the ſame 
« myſelf. I wear the hooped petticoat, and I am all in 
_ © calicoes when the fineſt are in ſilks. It is a dreadful 

© thing to be poor and proud; therefore if you pleaſe, a 
lecture on that ſubject for the ſatisfaction of 


| your uneaſy humble ſerwant, 
2 JEZEBEL, 


= 
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llaru yap wvapmar: οον“¾ ri xu. 
Frag. Vet. Poet, 
The prudent ſtill have fortune on their ſide. 


lays down maxims for a man's advancing himſelf 
A at court, adviſes his reader to aſſociate himſelf 
with the fortunate, and to ſhun the company of the un- 
fortunate ; which, notwithſtanding the baſeneſs of the 
precept to an honeſt mind, may have ſometlung uſeful in 
it for thoſe who puſh their intereſt in the world. It is 
certain a great part 6f what we call good or ill fortune, 
riſes out of right or wrong meaſures and ſchemes of life, 
When I hear a man complain of his being unfortunate 
in all his undertakings, I ſhrewdly ſuipe&t him for a 
very weak man in his affairs. In conformity with this 
way of thinking, cardinal Richlieu uſed to ſay, that un- 
fortunate and imprudent were but two words for the 
ſame thing. As the cardinal himſelf had a great ſhare 
both of prudence and good fortune, his famous antago- 
niſt, the Count 4 Olivarex, was diſgraced at the court 
of Madrid, becauſe it was alledged againſt him that he 
had never any ſucceſs in his undertakings. This, ſays 
an eminent author, was i#dire#ly accuſing him of im- 
prudence, 

Cicero recommended Pompey to the Romans for their Ge- 
neral upon three accounts, as he was a man of courage, 
conduct, and good fortune. It was, perhaps, for the rea- 
ſon above-mentioned, namely that a ſeries of good for- 
tune ſuppoſes a prudent management in the perſon whom 
it befalls, that not only Sy//a the dictator, but ſeveral of 
the Roman Emperors, as is ſtill to be ſeen upon their 
medals, among their other titles, gave themſelves that of 
Felix or fortunate. The henthens, indeed, ſeem to have 
valued a man more for þis good fortune than for any 

Yor. IV. H other 


* famous Gratian, in his little book wherein he 
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ther quality, which I think is very natural for thoſe wh 


et 
have not a ſtrong belief of another world. For how ca = 
I conceive a mancrowned with many diſtinguiſhing ble, hap 
ſings, that has not ſome extraordinary fund of mer; Wi that 
and perfection in him, which lies open to the ſuprem like 
eye, though perhaps it is not diſcovered by my obſeryz you! 
tion? What is the reaſon H:zer's and Virgil's heroes d U 
not form a reſolution, or ſtrike a blow, without the con. Wi ture 
duct and direction of fome deity ? Doubtleſs, becauſe the vari 
poets eſteemed it the greateſt honour to be favoured by Wil oth: 
the Gods, and thought the beſt way of praiſing a ma vet 
was to recount thole favours which naturally implied {uct 
an extraordinary merit in the perſon on whom they dire 
deſcended. | | 
TT hoſe who believe a future ſtate of rewards and puniſh- our 
ments act very abſurdly, if they form their opinions of any 
man's merit from his ſucceſſes. But certainly, if | thought the 
the whole circle of our being was concluded between ple: 
our births and deaths, I ſhould think a man's good for: gal 
tune the meaſure and ſtandard of his real merit, ſince to] 
providence would have no opportunity of rewarding his it 1 
virtue and perfections, but in the preſent life. A virtuous wel 
unbeliever, who lies under the preſſure of misfortunes, her 
has reaſon to cry out, as they ſay Brutus did a little be- vio 
fore his death: O virtue, I have worſhipped thee as a ſub- the 
fantial good, but I find thou art an empty name, thi 
But to return to our firſt point: t hough prudence ſuc 
does undoubtedly in a great meaſure produce our good the 
or ill fortune in the world, it is certain there are ma- ſen 


ny unforeſeen accidents and occurrences which very often 
pervert the hnelt ſchemes that can be laid by human wik De 
dom. The race is not always to the ſwiſt, nor the battle 


abe 
to the ſtrong. Nothing leſs than infinite wiſdom can | 
have an abſolute command over fortune; the highel: na 
degree of it, which man can poſſeſs, is by no means equal pa 
to fortuitous events, and to ſuch contingencies as may hi: 
riſe in the proſecution of our affairs, Nay, it very oſten ſe\ 
happens, that prudence, which has always in it a great Al 
mixture of caution, hinders a man from being ſo for. pe 
tunàte as he might poſſibly have been without it. 

perſon who only, aims at what is likely to ſucceed, and ar 
tollows cloſely the dictates of human prudence, never tu 
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meets with thoſe great and unforeſeen ſucceſſes, which 
are often the effect of a ſanguine temper, or a more 
happy raſhneſs ; and this perhaps may be the reaſon, 
that, according to the common obſervation, fortune, 
like other females, delights rather in favouring the 
young than the old. 3 

Upon the whole, fince man is ſo ſhort-ſighted a crea- 
ture, and the accidents which may happen to him ſo 
various, I cannot but be of Dr. Tllotſon's opinion in an- 
other caſe, that were there any doubt of a Frovidence, 
yet it certainly would be very deſirable there ſhould be 
ſuch a Being of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, on whoſe 
direction we might rely in the conduct of human life, 

t is a great preſumption to aſcribe our ſucceſſes to 
our own management, and not to eſteem ourſelves upon 
any bleſſing, rather as it is the bounty of heaven, than 
the acquiſition of our own” prudence. I am very well 
pleaſed with a Medal which was ſtruck by Queen Ei- 
zabeth, a little after the defeat of the iny.ncible armada, 
to perpetuate the memory of that extraordinary event, 
it is well known how the King of Spain, and others who 
were the enemies of that great Princeſs, to derogate from 
her glory, aſcribed the ruin of their fleet rather to the 
violence of florms and tempeſts, than to the bravery of 
the Englih. Queen Elizabeth, inſtead of looking upon 
this as a diminution of her honour, valued herſelf upon 
ſuch a fignal favour of Providence, and accordingly, in 
the reverſe of the medal above-mentioned, has repre- 
ſented a fleet beaten by a tempeſt, and falling foul upon 
one another, with that religious inſcription, Mavit 
Deus, & diſipantur. He blew with his wind, and they 
avere ſcattered. 

t is remarkable of a famous Grecian general, whoſe 
name I cannot at preſent recolle&, and who had been a 
particular favourite of fortune, that, upon recounting 
his victories among his friends, he added at the end of 
ſevera! great actions, And in this fortune had no ſhare. 
After which it is obſerved in hiſtory, that he never proſ- 
pered in any thing he undertook. 

As arrogance and a conceitedneſs of our own abilities 
are very ſhocking and offenſive to men of ſenſe and vir. 
tue, we may be ſure they are highly diſpleaſing to that 

Hz Being 


ws * 
— 
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Peing who delights in an humble mind, and by ſever! 
of his diſpenſations ſeems purpoſely to ſhew us, that 


our own ſchemes or prudence have no ſhare in our ad. 


vancements. | N 
Since on this ſubje I have already admitted ſever] 

quotations which have occurred to my memory upon hk 
writing this paper, | will conclude it with a little Per. Dis 
fian fable. A drop of water fell out of a cloud into the fe 
ſea, and finding itfelf loſt in ſuch an immenſity of fluid 

matter, broke out into the following reflexion : * Alas! Te 
What an inſignificant creature am I in this prodigiou 8 


* ocean of waters; my exiſtence is of no concern to the 
* univerſe, I am reduced to a kind of nothing, and an 
* leſs than the leaſt of the works of God.“ It ſo hap- 
pened that an oiſter, which lay in the neighbourhood 
of this drop, chanced to gape and ſwallow it up in the _ 
midit of this its humble ſoliloquy. The drop, ſays the lor! 
fable, lay a great while hardening in the ſhell, until . 
by degrees it was ripened into a pearl, which falling an 
into the hands of a diver, after a long ſeries of adven- ya 
tures, is at preſent that famous pearl which is fixed on FY 
the top of the Per/ran diadem. T a 


. 
* e: 
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Digcile eff glurim m virtutem revereri qui ſemper ſe undd 


fertum 2. fit uſus. Tull. ad Herennium. 


The man who is always fortunate, cannot eaſily have a 
great reverence for viztue, 


apt to rail at; and yet there 1s one reſpect in which 
almoſt all men living are guilty of it, and that is 
in the caſe of laying a greater value upon the giſts of 
fortune than we ought. It is here in Eugland come 
into our very language, as a propriety of diſtindion, 
to ſay, when we would ſpeak of perſons to their ad- 
vantage, They are people of condition, There is no 
doubt but the proper uſe of riches implies that a man 
ſhould exert all the good qualities imagiuable z and if we 
mean by a man of condition or quality, one who, ac- 
cording to the wealth he is maſter of, ſhews himſelf juſt, 
beneſicent, and charitable, that term ought very de- 
ſervedly to be had in the higheſt veneration ; but when 
wealth is uſed only as it is the ſupport of pomp and 
luxury, to be rich is very far from being a recommen- 
dation to honour and reſpect. It is indeed the greateſt 
inſolence imaginable, in a creature who would feel the 
extremes of thirſt and hunger, if he did not prevent his 
appetites before they call upon him, to be ſo forgetful 
of the common neceſſity of human nature, as never to 
caſt an eye upon the poor and needy. Ihe fellow who 
eſcared from a ſhip which ſtruck upon a rock in the 
weſt, and joined with the country-people to deſtroy his 
brother ſailors, and make her a wreck, was thought a 
moſt execrable creature; but does not every man who 
enjoys the poſſeſſion of what he naturally wants, and 1s 
unmindful of the unſupplied diftrefs of other men, betray 
the ſame- temper of mind ? When a man looks about 
him, and with regard to riches and poverty beholds ſome 
g H 3 drawn 


Firs: is the crime of all others which every man is 
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drawn in pomp and equipage, and they and their very 
ſervants with an air of fcorn and triumph overlooking 
the multitude that paſs by them ; and, in the ſame ſtreet, 
a creature of the ſame make crying out in the name 
of all that is good and ſacred to behold his miſery and 
give him ſome ſupply againſt hunger and nakedneſs; 
who would believe theſe two Beings were of the fam 
ſpecies ? But ſo it is, that the confideration of fortune 
has taken up all our minds, and, as I have often com- 
plained, poverty and riches ſtand in our imaginations in 
the places of guilt and innocence. But in «tl ſeaſons 
there will be ſome inſtances of perſons who have ſouls 
too large to be taken with popular prejudices, and while 
the reit of mankind are contending for ſuperiority in 
power and wealth, have their thoughts bent upon thy 
neceſſities of thoſe below them. The charity ſchools, 
which have been erected of late years, are the greateſt 
inſtances of publick ſpirit the age has produced: But 
indeed when we conſider how long this ſort of bencf- 
cence has been on foot, it is rather from good manage» 
ment of thoſe inſtitutions,” than from the number or 
value of the benefactions to them, that they make ſo 
great a figure, One would think it impofiible that in 
the ſpace of fourteen years there ſhould not have been 
five thouſand pounds beſtowed in gifts this way, nor ſix- 
teen-hundred children, including males and females, put 
out to methods of induſtry. It is not allowed me to 
ſpeak of luxury and folly with the ſevere ſpirit they 
deſerve ; I ſhall only therefore ſay, I ſhall very readily 
compound with any Lady in a hoop-petticoat, if ſhe 
g ves the price of one half-yard of the filk towards 
clothing, feeding and inſtructing an innocent helpleſs 
creature of her own ſex in one of theſe ſchools, [he 
conſciouſneſs of ſuch an action will give her features 2 
nobler life on this illuſtrious day, than all the jewels 
that can hang in her hair, or can be cluſtered in her bo- 
fom. It would be uncourtly to ſpeak in harſher words to 
the Fair; but to men one may take a little more free- 
dom. It is monſtrous how a man can live with ſo little 
reflexion as to fancy he is not in a condition very unjuſt 
and diſproportioned to the reſt of mankind, while hegn- 
Joys wealth, and exerts no benevolence or __ 
| | | | others. 
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others. As for this particular occaſion of thoſe ſchools, 
there cannot any offer more worthy a generous mind. 
would you do an handſome thing without return? do it 
for an infant that is not ſenſible ot the obligation : Would: 
you do it for publick good ? do it for one who will be 
an honeſt artificer ; Would you do it for the fake of 
heaven? give it to one who ſhall be inſtructed in the 
worhip of him for whoſe ſake you give it. It is me- 
thinks a moſt laudable inftitution this, if it were of no 
other expectation than that of producing a race of good 
and uſeful ſervants, who will have more than a liberal, 
a religious education. What would not a man do, in 
common prudence, to lay out in purchaſe of one about 
him, who would add to all his orders he gave the 
weight of the commandments to enforce an obedience to 
them? for one who would conſider his maſter as his 
father, his friend, and benefactor, upen the eaſy terms, 
and in expectation of no other return but moderate 
wages and gentle uſage? It is the common vice of chil- 
dren to run too much among the ſervants ; from ſuch 
as are educated in theſe places they would ſee nothing 
but lowlineſs in the ſervant, which would not be diftn- 
genuous in the child. All the ill offices and defama- 
tory whiſpers, which take their birth from domeſticks, 
would be prevented, if this charity could be made uni- 
verſal ; and a good man might have a knowledge of the 
whole life of the perſons he dehgns to take into his 
houſe for his own ſervice, or that of his family or chil» 
dren, long before they were admitted. I his would create 
endearing dependencies: And the obligation would have 
a paternal air in the maſter, who would be relieved 
from much care and anxiety from the gratitude and dili- 
gence of an humble friend attending him as his ſervant, 
fall into this difcourſe from a letter ſent to me, to 
give me notice that fifty boys would be clothed, and take 
their ſeats (at the charge of ſome generous benefactots) 
in St. Bride's church on Suxday next. I wiſh | could 
promiſe to myſelf any thing which my correſpondent 


- ſeems to expect from a publication of it in this paper; 
: for there can be nothing added to what ſo many excel- 
x lent and learned men have ſaid on this occaſion : ut 
g that there may be ſomething here which would move a 


H 4 generous 
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generous mind, like that of him who writ to me, [ ſhall 
tranſcribe an handſome paragraph of Dr. Snape d ſermon 
on theſe charities, which my correſpondent incloſed 
with this letter. : 

T he wiſe Providence has amply compenſated the diſad. 
vantages of the poor and indigent, in wanting many of the 
conveniencies of this life, by a more abundant prov. ſion for 


their happineſs in the next. Had they been higher born er 


more richly endowed, they would have wanted this manner © he 
of education, of which thoſe only enjoy the benefit who art * bo 
:w enough to ſubmit to it; where they have ſuch ad van- * ed 
lat without money, and without price, as the rich cannot 1 
purchaſe with it. T he learning awhich is given, is generaliy * ſo 
more edifying to them, than that which is ſold to others : m 
Thus dothey become more exalted in goodneſs, by being depreſ- 7 
Jed in fortune, aud their poverty is, in reality, their pre- * he 
ferment, T ; ſv 
. x ta 

- ( 12 
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Prediga non ſentit pereumtem famina cenſum : 0 
At velut exhauſt: redivivas pullulet arcã 2 


Nummus, & 2? pleno ſemper tollatur aceruo, 
Non unquam reputat, quanti fibi gaudia conſtant, 
Juv. Sat. 6. ver 361, 


But womankind, that never knows a mean, 

Down to the dregs their ſinking fortunes drain: 

Hourly they give, and ſpend," and waſte, and wear, 

And think no pleaſure can be bought too dear. 
Dzaypzn: 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


Am turned of my great climaQeric, and am na- : 
* | turallya man of a meek temper. About a dozen ei 
0 1 | ; 

years ago I was married, for my ſins, to a young mM 
* woman of a good family, and of an high ſpirit , but 5 


* could not bring her to cloſe with me, before I had par 
. | 4 ter 
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« tered into a treaty with her longer than that of the 
grand alliance. Among other articles, it was there- 
in ſtipulated, that ſhe ſhould have 400 J. a year for Pin- 
noney, which I obliged myſelf to pay quarterly into 
the hands of one who acted as her plenipotenitary in 
that affair, I have ever fince religiouſly obſerved my 
part in this ſolemn agreement. Now, Sir, ſo it is. 
that the Lady has had ſeveral children fince I married 
« her; to which, if | ſhould credit our malicious neigh- 
« bours, her Pin money has not a little contributed. Ihe 
education of theſe my children, who, contrary to my 
« expecation, are born to me every year, ſtraitens me 
* ſo much, that I have begged their mother to free 
© me from the obligation of the above-mentioned Pir- 
money, that it may go towards making a proviſion for 
« her family. This propoſal makes her noble blood 
« ſxell in her veins, inſomuch that finding me a little 
© tardy in her laſt quarter's payment, the threatens me 
« every day to arreſt me; and proceeds ſo far as to tell 
me, that if I do not do her juſtice, I ſhall die in a 
© jail, To this ſhe adds, when her paſſion will let her 
argue calmly, that ſhe has ſeveral play-debts on her 
© hand, which muſt be diſcharged very ſuddenly, and 
that ſhe cannot loſe her money as becomes a woman 
* of her faſhion, if ſhe makes me any abatements in this 
article. I hope, Sir, you will take an occaſion from 
* hence to give your opinion . a ſubject which you 
have not yet touched, and inform us if there are any 
precedents for this uſage, among our anceſtors; or 
* whether you find any mention of Pia-moncy in Grotius, 
* Puffenderf, or any other of the civilians. 


Jam ever the humble/t of your admirers, 
Joſiah Fribble, E/. 


As there is no man living who is a more profeſſed 
advocate for the Fair-ſex than myſelf, ſo there is none 
that would be more unwilling to invade any of their an- 
cient rights-· and privileges; but as the doctrine of Pin- 
money ĩs of a very late date, unknown to our great grand- 


mothers, and net yet received by many of our modern 


E 
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Ladies, I think it is for the intereſt of both ſexes to keep 


it from ſpreading. ä 3 

Mr, Fr:ibble may not, perhaps, be much miffaken where 
he intimates, that the — A a man's with Pin. 
money, is furniſhing her with arms againſt himſelf, and in 
a manner becoming acceſſary to his own diſhonour, We 
may, indeed, generally obſerve, that in proportion as a 
woman is more or leſg-beautiful, and her huſband ad- 
vanced in years, ſhe ſtands in need of a greater or leſs 
number of Pins, and apon a treaty of marriage, riſes or 
falls in her demands accordingly. It muſt likewiſe be 
owned, that high quality in a miſtreſs does very much 
inflame this article in the marriage-reckoning. 

But where the ageand circumſtances of both parties are 
pretty much upon a level, I cannot but think the inſiſting 
upon Pin- money is very extraordinary; and yet we find 
ſeveral matches broken off upon this very head. What 
would a foreigner, or one who is a ſtranger to this prac- 
tice, think of a lover that forſakes his miſtreſs, becauſe he 
is not willing to keep her in Pins; but what would he 
think of the mifireſs, ſhould he be informed that ſhe aſks 
five or fix hundred pounds a year for this uſe ? Should a 
man unacquaintedwithour cuſtoms be told the ſums which 
are allowed in Great-Britain, under the title of Pin- monq, 
what a prodigious conſumption of Pins would he think 
there was in this iſland ? a Pix a Day, ſays our frugal pro- 
verb, is a groat @ year, ſo that, according to this calcula- 
tion, my friend Fribble's wife muſt every year make uſe 
of eight millions ſix hundred and forty thouſand v 
Pint. | 

I am not ignorant that our Britiſb Ladies alledge they 
comprehend. under this general term ſeveral other con- 
veniencies of life; | could therefore wiſh, for the honour 
of my country-women, that they had rather called it 
Needle-money, which might have implied ſomething of 
' good-houſewifery, and not have. given the malicious 
world occaſion to think, that dreſs and trifle have always 
the uppermoſt place in a woman's thoughts. 

I know ſeveral of my fair readers urge, in- defence of 
this practice, that it is but aneceſſary proviſion they make 
for themſelves, in cafe their huſband proves a churl ori 
miſery ſo that they conſider this allowance as od kind of 

/ _ aizmony, 


* 
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alimony, which they may lay their claim to- yithout ae- 


keep tually ſeparating from their huſbands. But with ſub- - 
miffion, I think a woman who will give up herſelf to a 

where man in marriage, where there is the leaſt room for ſuch 

| Pin. an apprehenſion, and truſt her perſon to one whom ſhe 

nd in will not rely on for the common neceſſaries of life, may 


We very properly be accuſed (in the phraſe of an homely 
1 as 2 proverb) of being penny wiſe and pound fooliſh, 


d ad- t is obſerved of over- cautious generals, that they never 
r leſs engage in a battle without ſecuring a retreat, in caſe the 
es or event ſhould not anſwer their expectations; on the other 
ſe be hand, the greateſt conquerors have burnt their ſhips, or 
nuch broke down the bridges behind them, as being determined 
either to ſucceed or die in the engagement. in the ſame 
s are manuer I ſhould very much ſuſpect a woman who takes 
ſting ſuch precautions for her retreat, and contrives methods 
find how ſhe may live happily, without the affection of one 
V hat to whom ſhe joins herſelf for life. Separate purſes between 
Yrac- man and wife are, in my opinion, as unnatural as ſepa- 
ri = rate beds. A marriage cannot be happy, where the plea- 


ſures, inclinations, and intereſts of both parties are not the 


aſks ſame. There is no greater incitement to love in the mind 
id a of man, than the ſenſe of a perion's depending upon 
hich him for her eaſe and happineſs; as a woman uſes all her 
ney, endeavours to pleaſe the perſon whom ſhe looks upon 
unk as her honour, her comfort, and her ſupport. 

pro- For this reaſon | am not very much ſurpriſed at the be- 
= haviour of a rough country ſquire, who, being nota little 

u 


ſhocked at the proceeding of a young widow that would 
not recede from her demands of Pia-money, was fo enraged 
at her mercenary temper, that he told her in great wrath, 
* As much as ſhe thought him her ſlave, he would ſhew 
all the world he did not care a pin for her.“ Upon which 


our he flew out of the room, and never ſaw her more, 

| 11 Socrates, in Plato's Alcibiades, ſays, he yas informed " 
; of one who had travelled through Pera, that as he paſſe 
o 


over a great tract of lands, and inquired what the name 
of the place was, they told him it was the Queen's Girdle; 
to which he adds, that another wide field, which lay by 
it, was called the Queen Veil; and that in the fame man- 
ner therewas a large portion * 2 aſide for every 


pars 
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part of her majeſty's dreſs, Theſe lands might not be © be 
1nproperly called the Queen of Perfia's Pin- money. a thi 
I remember my friend Sir Roc Rx, who | dare ſay 66 
never read this paſſage in Plato, told me ſometime ſince, «la 
that upon his courting the perverſe widow (of whom! « re 
have given an account in former papers) he had diſpoſed e © 
of an hundred acres in a diamond-ring, which he would 6 
have preſented her with, had ſhe thought fit to accept it; 0 t 
and that upon her wedding- day ſhe ſhould have carried on «b 
her head fifty of the talleſt oaks upon his eſtate, He fur. 6 þ 
ther informed me that he would have given her a coal-pit t 
to keep her in clean linen, that he would have allowed «| 
her the profits of a windmill for her fans, and have pre- 6 ] 
ſented her once in three years with the ſhearing of his 6 { 
ſheep for her under-petticoats, To which the Knight al- $1 
ways adds, that though he did not care for fine clothes 6 | 
himſelf, there ſnould not have been a woman in the coun- 
try better dreſſed than my Lady Cowerley. Sir Roo Ex, 
perhaps, may in this, as well as in many other of his 
devices, appear ſomething odd and ſingular; but if tho þ 
humour of Pin money prevails, I think it would be very al 
proper for every Gentleman of an eſtate to mark out ſo 
many acres of it under the title of The Pins, L 
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Mi addere pondus, Hor. Ep. 19. lib. 1. ver. 42s 
Add weight to trifles, 


Dear Spe c, 


Aving lately converſed much withthe Fair ſexon 
the ſubjet of your ſpeculations, (which, ſince their 
appearance in publick, have been the chief exer- 
ciſe of the female loquacious faculty) 1 found the Fair 
ones poſſeſſed with a diſſatisfaction at your prefixing 
Gre:&,mottoes to the frontiſpiece of your late papers; 
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Fand, as a man of galantry, | thought it a duty incum- 
15 ä = bent 
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bent on me to impart it to you, in hopes of a reſorma- 
tion, which is only to be effected by a reſtoration of the 
« [Latin to the uſual dignity in your papers, which, of 
late, the Greek, to the great diſpleaſure of your female 
© readers, has uſurped ; for though the Latin has the re; 
© commendation of being as unintelligible to them as the 
Greed, yet being written of the ſame character with 
their mother- tongue, by the aſhſtance of a fpelling- 
book it is legible; which quality the Greet wants: 
And fince the introduction of operas into this nation, 
the Ladies are fo charmed with ſounds abſtracted from 
their ideas, that they adore and honour the ſound of 
© Latin as it is old [talian. I ama ſolicitor for the Fair 
* ſex, and therefore think myſelf in that character more 
© likely to be prevalent in this requeſt, than if I ſhould 
* ſubſcribe myſelf by my proper name. 

J. M. 


I defire you may inſert this in one of your Speculations, to 
Hero my zeal for removing the diſſatisfaction of the Fair-ſex, 
and reſtoring you to their favour, 


SIX, 


© F Was ſome time ſince in company with a young of- 
* | ficer, who entertained us with the conqueſt he had 
made over a female neighbour of his; when a Gentle- 
* man who ſtood by, as I ſuppoſe, 1 the captain's 
good fortune, aſked him what reaſon he had to believe 
* the Lady adfnired him? Why, ſays he, my lodgings are 


© oppoſite to hers, and ſhe is continually at her window , 


© either at work, reading, taking ſnuff, or putting her- 
* ſelf in ſome toying poſture on purpoſe to draw my eyes 
that way, The confeſſion of this vain ſoldier made me 
reflect on ſome of my own actions; for you muſt know, *' 
* Sir, Jam often at a window which frontsthe apartments 
© of ſeveral Gentlemen, who I doubt not have the ſame 
opinion of me. I muſt own [ love to look at them all, 
* one for being well dreſſed, a ſecond for his fine eye, and 
* one particular one, becauſe he is the.leaſt man | ever 
* ſaw; but there is ſomething ſo eaſy and pleaſant in the 
* manner of my little man, that I obſerve he is a favourite 
* of all kis acquaintance. , I could go on to tell you of 

4 many 
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many others, that I believe think I have encouraged 
them from my window: But pray let me have your opi- 
* nion of the uſe of the window in a beautiful Lady; and 
how often ſhe may look out at the ſame man, without 
© being ſuppoſed to have a mind to jump out to him. 
ours, 
Aurelia Careleſs, 
Twice, 


Mr. SyECTATOR,, IF 


21 Have for ſome time made love to a Lady, who re- 
I ceived it with all the kind returns I ought to expect: 
gut without any provocation that know of, ſhe has of 
late ſhunned me with the utmoſt abhorrence, inſomuch 
that ſhe went out of church laſt Sunday in the midſt of 
divine ſervice, upon my coming into the fame pew. 
Pray, Sir, what muſt 1 do in this buſineſs ? 


your ſervant, 


Let her alone tem days. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, York, Tan. 20, 1711-12, 


: WV have in this town a ſort of people who pre- 
7 tend to vit, and write lampoons: I have lately 
been the ſubject of one of them. The ſcribbler had not 
« genius enough in verſe to turn my age, as indeed I am 
an old maid, into rallery, for affecting a youthier turn 
than is confiftent with my time of day; and therefore 
© he makes the title of his Madrigal, the character of Mrs, 
Juditb Lovebane, born in the year 1680. What [ 
* defire of you is, that you diſallow that a coxcomb, 
* who pretends to write verſe, ſhould put the molt ma- 
* licious thing he can ſay in proſe. This | humbly con- 
* ceive will diſable our country wits, who indeed take 
* a great deal of pains to ſay any thing in rhyme, though 
they ſay it very ill. 
| # Tem, SIX. 
your humble ſervant, | 
| Suſagna Lovebane, 
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Mr. SPECTATOR, 
« E are ſeveral of us, Gentlemen and Ladies, who 
p board in the ſame houſe, and after dinner one 
« of our company (an agreeable man enough otherwiſe} 
ſtands up and reads your paper to us all, We are the 
© cjvileſt people in the world to one another, and therefore 
« [ am forced to this way of deſiring our reader, when he 
« is doing this office, not to ſtand afore the fire. This 
vill be a general good to our family this cold weather. 
He will, 1 know, take it to be our common requeſt 


' © when he comes totheſewords, Pray, Sir, fit down; Which 


* ] deſire you to inſert, and you will particularly oblige, 
your daily reader, 
Charity Froſt» 
SIX. l 

Am a great lover of dancing, but cannot perform ſo 
c I well as ſome others; however, by my out-of-the-way 
* capers, andfome original 3233 Ido not fail to divert 
* the company, particularly the Ladies, who laugh im- 
* moderately all the time. Some, who pretend to be m 
friends. tell me they do it in deriſion, and would advi 
me to leave it off, withal that | make myſelf ridiculous. 
© I do not know what to do in this affair, but I am re- 
* ſolved not to give over upon any account, until I have 
the opinion of the SPECTATOR, 


your humble ſervant, 
John. Troty, 


F Mr. Trott is not aukward out of time, he has a right 

to dance let who will laugh: But if he has no ear he 
will interruptothers; and lamof opinion heſhould fit ſtill, 
Given under my hand this fifth of February, 171112. 
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Egregio inſper/os reprendas corpore næ vos. 
'- Hor. Sat. 6. lib. 1, ver. 66, 


As perfect beauties often have a mole, Creech, ; : 

in 
Fter what I have ſaid in my laſt Saturday's paper, ſeve 
J | ſhall enter on the ſubject of this without further the 
preface, and remark the ſeveral defects which ap- tur 
2 in the fable, the characters, the ſentiments, and the a b 
anguage of Milton's Paradiſe Loft ; not doubting but the vil 
reader will pardon me, ifT alledge at the ſame time what- {ps 
ever may be ſaid for the extenuation of ſuch defects. The lic 


firſt imperfection which I ſhall obſerve in the fable is, 
that the event of it is unhappy. 

The fable of every poem is, according to Ariftetle's 
diviſion, either Simple or Implex. It is called ſimple when 
there is no change of fortune in it; Implex, when the ſor- 
tune of the chief actor changes from bad to good, or from 
good to bad. The Implex fable is thought the moſt per- 
tet ; I ſuppoſe, becauſe it is more proper to ſtir up the 
paſſions of the reader, and to — him with a greater 
variety of accidents. 

The Implex fable is therefore of two kinds; in the firſt 
the chief actor makes his way through a long ſeries of dan- 
gers and difficulties, until he arrives at honour and pro- 
ſperity, as we ſee in the ſtory of Uly/zs. In the ſecond, 
the chief actor in the _ falls from ſome eminent pitch 
of - honour and, proſperity, into miſery and diſgrace. 
Thus we ſee Adam and Eve ſinking from a ſtate of inno- 
cence and happineſs, into the moſt abje& condition of 
fin and ſorrow. 

The moſt taking tragedies among the ancients, were 

built on this laſt ſort of implex fable, particularly the tra- 

edy of OEdipus, which proceeds upon a ſtory, if we may 

elieve Ariſtotle, the moſt proper for tragedy that could be 
| invente 
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invented by the wit of man. I have taken ſome pains in 
a former paper to ſhew, that this kind of |mplex fable, 
wherein the event is unhappy, is more apt to affect an 
audience than that of the firſt kind; notwithſtanding ma- 
ny excellent pieces among the ancients, as well as moſt” 
of thoſe which have been written of late years in our own 
country, are raiſed upon contrary plans, I muſt however 
own, that 1 think this kind of fable, which is the moſt 
66, perfect in tragedy, is not ſo proper for an heroic poem. 
CH, Miltcx ſeems to have been ſenſible of this imperfeQtion 
in his fable, and has therefore endeavoured to cure it by 
feveralexpedients ; particularly by the mortification whick 
the great adverſary of mankind meets with upon his re- 
turn to the aſſembly ofinfernal ſpirits, as it is deſeribed n 
a beautiful paſſage of the tenth book; and likewiſe by the 
viſion wherein Adam at the cloſe of the poem ſees his off- 
ſpring triumphing over his great enemy, and himſelf re- 


he ſcored to a happier Paradiſe than that from which he fell. 
is, There is another objection againſt Milton's fable whick 
is indeed almoſt the ſame with the former, though placed 
5 in a different light, namely, That the hero in che Para- 
n d;ſe Loft is unſucceſsful, and by no means a match for his 
2 enemies. This gave occaſion to Mr. Dryden's reflexion, 
n that the devil was in reality Miltoa's hero. I think have 
- obviated this objection in my firſt paper. The Paradi/e 
e Lot is an epic or a narrative poem, and he that looks for 
r an hero in it, ſearches for that which Milton never in- 


tended ; but if he will needs fix the name of an hero upon 
any perſon in it, it is certainly the Me//ijab who is the. 
hero, both in the principalaction, and in the chiefepiſodes. 
Paganiſm could not furniſh out a real action for a fable 
greater than that of the Iiad or A neid, and therefore an 
heathen could not form a higher notion of a poem than 
one of that kind, which they call an heroic. Whether 
Milton's is not of a ſublime nature I will not preſume to 
determine ; It isſufficient that I ſhew there is in the Para- 
diſe Left all the greatneſs of plan, regularity of deſign, and 
maſterly beauties which we diſcover in Homer and Virgil. 
| muſt in the next place obſerve, that Millan has inter- 
woven 1n the texture of his fable ſome particulars which 
do not ſeem to haveprobability enough for an epic poem, 
particularly in the actions which he aſcribes to Sie and 
| 6% | Death 
- 
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« Death, and the picture which he draws of the Limbs of 


Fanity, with other paſſages in the ſecond bogk. Such 
allegories rather ſavour of the ſpirit of Spen/er and 
Arieſto, than of Homer and Virgil. 

In the ſtructure of his Poem he has likewite admitted 
too many digreſſions. It is finally obſerved by Arifetl, 
that the — of an heroic poem ſhould ſeldom ſpeak 
himſelf, but throw as much of his work as he can into 
the mouths of thoſe who are his principal actors. Ariſ. 
rolle has given no reaſon for this precept ; but I preſume 
it is becauſe the mind of the reader is more awed and 
elevated when he hears Areas or Achilles ſpeak, than 
when Virgil or Homer talk in their own perſons, Beſides 
that aſſuming the character of an eminent man is apt to 
fire the imagination, and raiſe the ideas of the author. 
Tully tells us, mentioning his dialogue of old age, in which 
Cato is the chief ſpeaker, that upon a review of it he was 
agreeably impoſed upon, and fanciedthat it was Cato, and 
not he himſelf, who uttered his thoughts on that ſubjed. 

I the reader would be at the pains te ſee how the ſtory 
of the Jliad and the AÆneid is delivered by thoſe perſons 
who act in it, he will be ſurpriſed to find how little in 
either of theſe poems proceeds from the authors. Milton 
has, in the general diſpoſition of his fable, very finely 

obſerved this great rule; inſomuch, that there is ſcarcs 

a third part of it which comes from the pott; the reſt is 

ſpoken either by Adam and Eve, or by ſome good or evil 

* who is engaged either in their deſtruction or de- 

nce. : 

From what has been here obſerved it appears, that di- 
greſſions are by no means to be allowed of in an epic 
poem. If the poet, even in the ordinary courſe of his 
narration, ſhould ſpeak as little as poſſible, he ſhould cer- 
tainly never let his narration fleep for the ſake of any re- 
flexions of his own. I have often obſerved, with a ſecret 
admiration, that the longeſt reflexion in the reid is in 
that paſſage of the tenth book, where Turnus is repre- 
ented as Treſlin himſelf in the ſpoils of Pallas, whom he 
had ſlain, Virgil here lets his ſable ſtand ſtill for the ſake 
of the following remark. Hew is the mind of man ignorant 
of futurity, and unable to bearprof erous fortune with modt- 
ration! T he time will come when Turnus, all wiſh that 


E 
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bad left the body of Pallas untouched, and curſe the day on 
«vhich he dreſſed himſelf in theje ſpoils. As the great event 


of the #neid, and the death of Turnus, whom Zneas flew 


becauſe he ſaw him adorned with the ſpoils of Pallas, 
turns upon this incident, Virgil went out of his way to 
make this reflexion upon it, without which ſo ſmall a 
circumſtance might poſſibly have ſlipt out of his reader's 
memory. Lucan who was an 1njudicious poet, lets drop 
his tary very frequently for the ſake of his unneteſiary 
dicrefions, or his Diverticula, as Scaliger calls them. If 
he gives us an account of the prodigies which preceded 
the civil war, he declaims upon the occaſion, and ſhews 
how much happier it would be for man, it he did not 
feel his evil fortune before it comes to paſs ; and ſuffer 
not only by its real weight, but by the apprehenſion of it. 
Milton's complaint for his blindneſs, his panegyrick*on 
marriage, his reflexions on Adam and Eve's going naked, 
of the angels eating, and ſeveral other paſſages in his 
m, are liable to the ſame exception, though I mul 
confeſs there is ſo great a beauty in theſe very digreſſions, 
that I would not wiſh them out of his poem. 
I have, in a former paper, ſpoken of the CHaracters of 
Milton's Paradiſe Lof?, and declared my opinion, as to 
the allegorical perſons who are introduced in it. | 
If we look into the Sentiments, | think they are ſome- 
times deſective under the following. heads; firſt, as there 
are ſeveral of them too much pointed, and ſome that de- 
generate even into puns. Of this lait kind 1 am afraid in 


that in the firſt book, where, ſpcaking of the pygmies, 
he calls them, 8 


—— he ſmall Infantry 
Warr'd on by cranes 


—— —— 


Another blemiſh that appears in ſome of his thoughts, 
is his frequent alluſion to heathen fables, which are not 
certainly of a piece with the divine ſubject of which he 
trears, | do not find fault with theſe alluſions, where the 
poet himſelf repreſents them as fabulous, as he does in 
ſome places, but where he mentions them as truths and 
matters of fact. The limits of my paper will not give 
me leave to be particular in inſtances of this kind; the 
reader will eaſily remark them in his peruſal of the poem. 

A 


188 THE SHECTATOR. Nez 


A third fault in his ſentiments, is an unneceſſary often. 
tation of learning, which likewiſe occurs very frequently, 
It is certain that both Homer and Virgil were maſters of || 
the learning of their times, but it ſhews itſelf in their 
works after an indirect and concealed manner, Milli 
ſeems ambitious of letting us know, by his excurſionson 
free-will and predeſtination, and his many glances upon 
hiſtory, aſtronomy, geography, and the like, as well as by 
the terms and phraſes he ſometimes makes uſe of, that he 
was acquainted with the whole cirelc of art and ſciences, 

If in the laſt place we conſider the Language of this 

great poet, we muſt allow what I have hinted in a former 
paper, that it is often too much laboured, and ſometimes 
obſcured by old words, tranſpoſitions, and foreign idioms, 
Seneca's objection to the ſtile of a great author, Riget ejus 
oratio, nihil in ed placidum, nihil lene, is what many criticks 
make to Milton: As I cannot wholly refute it, ſo l have al- 
ready apologized for it in another paper: To which | may 
further add, that Milton's ſentiments and ideas were {0 
wonderfully ſublime, that it would have been impoſlible 
for him to have repreſeated them in their full ſtrength 
and beauty, without having recourſe to theſe foreign aſ- 
ſiſtances. Our language ſunk under him, and was un- 
equal to that greatneſs of ſoul, which furniſhed him with 
ſuch glorious conceptions. | 

A ſecond fault in his language is that he often affect 
a kind of jingle in his words, as in the following pat» 
ſages, and many others: 


Ad brought into the World a World of woe, 
Begirt th Almighty throne 

Beſeeching or beſieging 
This tempted our attempt 
At one. flight bound high overleapt all bound. 


I know there are figures of this kind of ſpeech, that 
ſome of the greateſt ancients have been guilty of it, and 
that Ariſtotle himſelf has given it a place in his rhetorick 


among the beauties of that art. But as it is in itſelf 


r and trifling, it is I think at preſent univerſally ex- 
" Plcded by all the maſters of polite writing. The 


* 
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The laſt fault which I ſhall take notice of in Milton's 
tile, is the frequent uſe of what the learned call Technical 
Words, or terms of art. It is one of the greateſt beauties 
of poetry, to make hard things N and to deliver 
what is abſtruſe of itſelf in ſuch eaſy language as may 
be underſtood by ordinary readers: Beſides, that the 
knowledge of a poet ſhould rather ſeem born with him, 
or inſpired, than drawn from books and ſyſtems. I 
have often wondered how Mr. Dryden could tranſlate a 
paſſage out of Virgil after the following manner, 


Tack to the larboard, and land off to ſea, 
Veer ſtarboard ſea and land. 


Milion makes uſe of Larboard in the ſame manner. 
When he is upon building he mentions Deric Pillars, 
Pilaſters, Cornice, Freeze, Architrave, When he talks 
of heavenly bodies, you meet with Zcliptic and Eccentric, 
the trepidation, flars dropping from the zenith, rays cul- 
minating from the "equator: 'To which might be added 
many inſtances of the like kind in ſeveral other arts 
and ſciences. | 

| ſhall in my next papers give an account of the many 
particular beauties in Milton, which would have been 
too long to inſert under thoſe general heads I have al- 
ready treated of, and with which I intend to conclude 
this piece of criticiſm. . L 
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late promiſe, your full, your impartial authority, on this 


e © reforming them when married? Strike home, Sir, then, 


© harmleſs names, for ever forfeit our eſteem, Nor 
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Nuſquam tuta fide —— Virg. En. 4. v. 373. 
Honour is no where ſafe, 

: X | . © wa 
Mr. SyECTATOR, London, Feb. 9. 1711-12, © lex 
I Am a virgin, and in no caſe deſpicable; but yet * thi 
© | ſuchas 1 am I muſt remain, or elſe become, it isto * bu 
be feared, leſs happy; for I find not the leaſt good W. 
effect from the juſt correction you ſome time ſince gare * C0 
that too free, that looſer part ofour ſex which ſpoils the in 
1 
© men; the ſame connivance at the vices, the ſame eaſy * 
* admittance of addreſſes, the ſame vitiated reliſh of the *tl 
* converſation of the greateſt of rakes (or in a more fa- *W 
« ſhionable way of expreſſing one's ſelf, of ſuch as have © Cc 
© ſeen the world moſt) {till abounds, increaſes, multiplies. "A 
The humble petition therefore of many of the moſ *l» 
ſtrictly virtuous, and of myſelf, is, That you wilt once 'a 
© more exert your authority, and that according to your th 


* fillier branch of our kind; for why ſhould they be the 
* uncontrolable miſtreſſes of our fate ? Why ſhould they 
with impunity indulge the males in licentiouſneſs whill 
* fingle, and we have the diſmal hazard and plague of 


and ſpare not, or all our maiden hopes, our gilded 
* hopes of nuptial felicity are fruſtrated, are vaniſhed, and 
vou yourſelf, as well as Mr. Court, will, by ſmooth: 
ing over immodeſt practices with the gloſs of ſoft and 


© think that lam herein more ſevere than need be: If 

have not reaſon more than enough, do you and the 

world judge from this enſuing account, which, |[ 
think, will prove the evil to be univerſal. - 

* You muſt know then, that ſince your peprehenſion of 

® this female degeneracy came out, I have had a tender of 

| | © reſpect 
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reſpects from no leſs than five 2 of tolerable figure 
too as times go: Hut the misfortune 1s, that four of the 
« five are profeſſed followers of the mode. They would 
© face me down, that all women of good ſenſe ever were, 
and ever will be, latitudinarians in wedlock ; and al- 
« ways did, and will, give and take what they profanely 
© term conjugal liberty and conſcience, | 

The two firſt of them, a captain and a merchant, to 
© frengthen their argument, pretend to repeat after a cou- 
ple, a brace of Ladies of quality and wit, 1hat Venus 
was always kind to Mars; and what ſoul, that has the 
« leaſt ſpark of generoſity, can deny a man of brayery any 
thing? And how pitiful a trader that, whom no woman 
but his own wife will have correſpondence and dealings 
with? Thus theſe ; whilſt the third, the country ſquire, 
© confeſſed, Thatindeed he was ſurpriſed into good-breed- 
© ing, and entered into the knowledge of the world una- 
© wares; That dining the other day ata entleman's houſe, 
© the perſon who entertained was obliged to leave him 
© with his wiſe and nieces; where they ſpoke with ſo much 
* contempt of an abſent Gentlemau for being ſo flow at 
© a hint, that he reſolved never to be drouſy, unmanner- 
ly, or ſtupid, for the future at a friend's houſe ; and on 
© a hunting morning, not to purſue the game either with 
© the huſband abroad, or with the wife at home. 

* The next that came was a tradeſman, no leſs full of 
the age than the former; for he had the galaitry to tell 
* me, that at a late junketwhich he was invited to, the 
motion being made, and the queſtion being put, it was 
by maid, wife and widow reſolved, netuine contradicente, 
That a young ſprightly journeyman is abſolutely neceſ- 
* fary in their way of buſineſs: To which they had the 
* afſent and concurrence of their huſbands preſent. I 
dropped him a curtſy, and gave him to underſtand that 
* was his audience of leave. 

] am reckoned pretty, and have had very many ad- 
* vances beſides theſe ; but have been very averſe to hear 
any of them, from my obſervation on theſe above-men- 
* tioned, until I hoped ſome good from the character of 
* my preſent admirer, a clergyman. Put | find even 
* among{t them there are indirect practices in relation to 
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love, and our treaty is at preſent a little in ſuſpence 


© until ſome circumſtances are cleared, There is a charge 
* againſt him among the women, and the caſe is this; | 


is alledged, That a certain endowed female would hate 


«* appropriated herſelf to and conſolidated herſelf with 
© church which my divine nowenjoys ; (or, which is the 


_ * ſame thing, did proſtitute herſelf to her friend's doing 


* this for her:) That my eccleſiaſtick, to obtain the one, 


did engage himſelf to take off the other that lay on 


© hand ; but that on his ſucceſs in the ſpiritual, he agan 
© renounced the carnal, 
* | put this cloſely to him, and taxed him with difn. 


th. genuity- He to clear himſelf made the ſubſequent de. 
= 


ence, and that in the moſt ſolemn manner poſſible. That 


he was applied to and inſtigated to accept of a benefce: 
That a conditional offer thereof was indeed made hin 

© at firſt, but with diſdain, by him rejected: That when 
"© nothing (as they eaſily perceived) of this nature coull 
bring him to their purpoſe, aſſurance of his being in- 
© tirely unengaged beforehand, and ſafe from all their 
after - expectations (the only ſtratagem left to draw him 
in) was given him: That purſuant to this the donation 


* itſelf was without delay, before ſeveral reputable wit- 
© neſles, tendered to him gratis, with the open profeſſion 


of not the leaſt reſerve, or moſt minute condition; but 


© that yet immediately after induction, his inſiduous in- 
© troducer, (or her crafty procurer, which you will) in- 
© duſtriouſly ſpread the report which had reached my 
* ears, not only in the neighbourhood 6f that fait 
© church, but in London, in the univerſity, in. mine aud 


his own country, and wherever elſe it might probably 


© obviate his application to any other woman, and {0 


_ ©* confine him to this alone: And in a word, That as he 


© never did make any previous offer of his ſervice, or the 
* leaſt ſtep to her affection; ſo on his diſcovery of theſe 


- © deſigns thus laid to trick him, he could not but after- 


© wards, in juſlice to himſelf, vindicate both his inno- 


* cence and freedom by keeping his proper diſtance. 
©, This is his apology, and | think I ſhall be ſatisfed 


wich it. ButIcannotconclude my tedious epiſtle, without 
* recommending to you not only to reſume your former 


*chaſtiſemen!, 
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pence, WW: chaſtiſement, but to add to your criminals the fimonia- 
charge cal Ladies, who ſeduce the ſacred order into the diffi-- 
nis: l « culty of either breaking a mercenary troth made to them 
d have « whom they ought not todeceive, or by breaking orkeep- - 


with! « ing it offending ag; inſt him whom they cannot deceive. 
is the « Your aſſiſtance and labours of this ſort would be of great 
doing benefit, and your ſpeedy thoughts on this ſubje& would 
e one, « be very ſeaſonable to, ö 


lay a Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 
a © Chaſtity Loveworth. 
difn- > 
nt de- Oo Yo yg eo<m_v»>. gg g-z2 
That 1 1 
ee N' 299 Tueſday, February 12. 

when — 

could i 
g in- Malo wenuſmnam, quam te, Cornelia, mater 

chat Gracchorum, fi cum magnis virtutibus affers 
g Grande ſupercilium, & numtrat in dote triumphos, 
* Tolle tuum precor Annibalem, victumgue /yphacem 
> wit- In caftris ; & cum tota Carthagine migra. = 
>ffion | Juv.-Sat. 6. ver. 166, 
; but Some country-girl, ſcarce to a curtſy bred, 
15 in- Wou'd I much rather than Cornelia wed ; 
in- If ſupercilious, haughty, proud, and vain, 
my She brought her father's triumphs in her train. | 
ſail Away with all your Carthaginian fate ; 
eaud Let vanquiſh'd Hannibal without doors wait, 

ably 100 burly and too big to paſs my narrow gate. 

1d {0 DzxYDEN, 
as he | | | 

r the T is obſerved, that a man improves more by reading 
theſe ] the ſtory of a perſon eminent for prudence and virtue, 
frer- than by the fineſt rules and precepts of morality. In 
no- the ſame manner a repreſentation of thoſe calamities and 
misfortunes which a weak man ſuffers from wrong mea- 
sfied ſures, and ill-concerted ſchemes of life, is apt to make a 
hout deeperimpreflion upon our minds, than the wiſeſt maxima 
mer and inſtructions that can be given us, for avoiding the like 


jent, Vor. IV. 1 follies 
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follies and indiſcretions in our own private conduct. |; 
is for this reaſon that I lay before my reader the followin 
letter, and leave it with him to make his own uſe of it, 


without adding any reflections of my own upon the ſub. 
ject matter. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, - 


I Aving carefully peruſed a letter ſent you by Je 

c Fribble, Bſq; with yourſubſequent diſcourſe upon 

* Pin-money, | do preſume to trouble you with an ac. 

© count of my own caſe, which I look upon to be no 

« leſs deplorable than that of ſquire Fribble. I ama 

© perſon of no extraction, having begun the world with 

© a ſmall parcel of rufty iron, and was for ſome year, 

commonly known by the name of Jack Anvil. I have 

© naturally a very happy genius for getting money, in- 
ſomuch that by the age of five and twenty | had ſcraped 
together four thouſand two hundred pounds, five ſhil- 
© lings and a few odd pence, , I then lanched out into 
© conſiderable buſineſs, and became a bold trader both 
© by ſea and land, which in a few years raiſed me a very 
conſiderable fortune. For theſe my good ſervices I was 
* knighted in the thirty-fifth year of my age, and lived 
with great dignity among my city neighbours by the 
name of Sir John Anvil. Being in my temper very am- 
* bitious, I was now bent upon making a family, and 
«* accordingly reſolved that my decendents ſhould have a 
* daſh of good blood in their veins, In order to this! 
made love to the Lady Mary Oagly, an indigent young 
© woman of quality. Lo cut ſhort the marriage treaty, 
© I threw her a Charte Blancig.' as our news:papers call 
© it, deſiring her to writ* upon it her own terms. She 
* was very conciſe in her demands, iuliſtizg only that 
© the diſpoſal of my fortune and the regulation of my 
family ſhould be intirely in her hands, Her father and 
* © brothers appearedexceedingly averic to this match, and 
would not ſee me for ſome time; but at preſent are ſo 

© well reconciled, thit they dine ith me almoſt every 

© day, and have borrowed cohũderable ſums of me; which 
© my Lady Mary very often tut me with, when ſhe would 
* ſhew me how kind her rertions are to me, Sbe had 
k — | . S +» 4 n0 
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© no portion, as I told you before; but what ſhe wanted 
in fortune ſhe makes up in ſpirit. She at firſt changed 
my name to Sir Jahn Ervil, and at preſent writes her- 
© ſelf Mary Exville. I have had ſome children by her; 
* whom ſhe has chriſtened with the Sirnames of her fa« 
* mily, in order, as ſhe tells me, to wear out the homes 
© lineſs of their parentage by the father's ſide. Our eldeſt 
* ſon is the honourable Oddly Erville, Eſq; and our eldeſt 
daughter Harriot Exville, Upon her firſt coming into 
© my family, ſhe turned off a parcel of very careful ſer- 
© yvants, who had been long with me, and introduced in 
their ſtead a couple of black-a-moors, and three or four 
very genteel fellows in laced liveries, beſides her Frenchs 
* woman, who is perpetually making a noiſe in the houſe 
in a language which no body underſtands, except my 
Lady Mary. She next ſet herſelf to reform every room 
© of my houſe, having glazed all my chimney- pieces with 
looking glaſſes, and planted every corner with ſuch heaps 
* of China, that I am obliged to move about my own 
© houſe with the greateſt caution and circumſpection, for 
fear of hurting ſome of our brittle. furniture. She 
© makes an illumination once a week with wax candles 
in one of the largeſt rooms, in order, as ſhe phraſes it, 
© to ſee company. At which time ſhe always deſires 
me to be abroad, or to confine myſelf to the cock-loft, 
that I may not diſgrace her among her viſitants of quali- 
ty. Her footmen, as I told you before, are 1 
* that I do not much care for aſking them queſtions; 
* when I do, they anſwer me with a ſaucy frown, and fay 
that every thing, which I find fault with, was done 
by my Lady Mary's order. She tells me that ſhe intends 
they ſhall wear ſwords with their next liveries, having 
lately obſerved the footmen of two or three perſons of 
* quality hanging behind the coach with ſwords by their 
* tides. As ſoon as the firſt honey-moon was over, I re- 
* preſented to her the unreaſonableneſs of thoſe daily in- 
* novations which ſhe made in my family; but the told me 
* I was no longer to conſider myſelf as Sir Jabn Anvil, 
but as her huſband ; and added with a frown, that I 
did not ſeem to know who ſhe was. I was ſurpriſed to 
be treated thus, after ſuch familiarities as bad paſſed be. 

1 2 * tween 
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* tween us. But ſhe has ſince given me to know, that 
* whatever freedoms ſhe may ſometimes indulge me in, 
* ſhe expects in general to be treated with the reſped 
* that isdue toher birth and quality. Our children have 
been trained up from their infancy with ſo many ac. 
* counts of their mother's family, that they know the 
« ſtoriesof all the great men and women it has produced, 
Their mother tells them, that ſuch an one commanded 
* in ſuch a ſea-engagement, that their great grandfather 
had a horſe ſhot under him at Ege-hi/l, that their uncle 
* was at the fiege of Buda, and that her mother danced 
in a ball at court with the Duke of Monmouth ; with 
* abundance of fiddle-faddle of the ſame nature. I waz 
the other day a little out of countenance at a queſtion 


of my little daughter Harriot, who aſked me with a great 


deal of innocence, why I never told them of the gene- 
© rals and admirals that had been in my family. As for 
my eldeft ſon Oddly, he has been fo ſpirited up by his 
* mother, that if he does not mend his manners | ſhall 
go near to diſinherit him. He drew his ſword upon 
me before he was nine years old, and told me that he 
expected to be uſed like a Gentleman; upon my offer. 
ing to correct him for his inſolence, my Lady Mary ſtept 
in between us, and told me, that I ought to conſider 
there was ſome difference between his mother and mine. 
« She is perpetually finding out the features of her own 
relations in every one of my children, though by the 
* way | have a little chubfaced boy as like me as he can 
+ ſtare, if | durſt ſay fo ; but what moſt angers me, when 
* ſhe ſees me playing with any of them upon my knee, 
'* ſhe has begged me more than once ta converſe with the 
children as little as poſſible, that they may not learn 
any of my aukwar. tricks. 

- © You muſt farther know, ſince | am opening my heart 
to you, that ſhe thinks herſelf my ſuperior in ſenſe, as 


much as ſhe is in quality, and therefore treats me like 2 


plain well-meaning man, who does not know the world. 

She dictates to me in my own buſineſs, ſets me right 
in point of trade, and if I d ſagree wich her about any 

of my ſhips at ſea, wonders that | will diſpute with her, 
when | know very well that her great grandfather was 
a flag officer, | 1 
© To 
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To compleat ny ſufferings, ſhe has teiſed me for this - 
quarter of a year laſt paſt, to remove into one of the 
0 — at the other end of the town, promiſing for m 
© encouragement, that I ſhall have as good a cock-lo 
« as any Gentleman in the ſquare ; to which the ho- 
© nourable Oddly Enville, Eſq; always adds, like ajack-a- 
© napes as he is, that he hopes it will be as near the court 
as poſſible. | 

in ſhort, Mr. SytcTaTOR, I am fo much out of 
my natural element, that to recover my old way of hfe 
©] would be content to begin the world again, and be 
plain Fack Anvil; but alas! | am in for life, and am 
« — to ſubſcribe myſelf, with great ſorrow of heart, 


your humble ſervant, | 
; John Enville, Kt, 
SENDER NEE NBR. 


No 300 Wedneſday, February 13. 


— 


— Diverſum vitio vitium prope majun. 
Hor. Ep. 18. Iib. 1. ver. 5. 
—— Another failing of the mind, 
Greater than this, of a quite different kind. 
POOL v. 


Mr. Spe TAToOR, | 
: HEN you talk of the ſubje& of Love, and the 
y W relations ariſing from it, methinks you ſhould 
g take care to leave no fault unobſerved which 
concerns the ſtate of marriage. The great vexation 
* that I have obſerved in it, is that the wedded couple 
© ſezm to want opportunities of being often enough 
* alone together, and are forced to quarrel and be fond 
* before company. Mr. Hotſpur and his Lady, in a 
* room full of their friends, are ever ſaying ſomething 
| * ſo ſmart to each other, and that but juſt within rules, 
* that the whole company ſtand in the utmoſt anxiety 
* and ſuſpence for fear of their falling into extremities 
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* which they could not be preſent at. On the other fide, 
Lom Fe Aale and his pretty ſpouſe wherever they come 
are billing at fuch a rate, as they think muſt do our 
hearts good to behold them. Cannot you poſſibly pro- 
poſe a mean between being waſps and-doves in publick? 
* } ſhould think if you adviſed to hate or love fincerely 
it would be better: For if they would be ſo diſcreet :; 
to hate from the very bottom of their hearts, their 
averſion would be too ſtrong for little gibes every mo- 
ment; and if they loved with that calm and noble value 
£ which dwells in the heart, with a warmth like that of 
* life-blood, they would not be ſo impatient of their paſ- 
* fions as to fall into obſervable fondneſs. This method, 
in each caſe, would ſave appearances; but as thoſe who 
* offend on the fond fide are by much the fewer, | would 
have you begin with them, and go on to take notice of 


a a a molt impertinent licence married women take, not 


only to be very loving to their ſpouſes in publick, but 
* alſomake nauſeous alluſions to private familiarities, and 
the like. Lucina is a Lady-of the greateſt diſcretion, 
* you muſt know, in the world; and withal very much a 
* phyſician: Upon the ſtrength of theſe two qualitiesthere 
* 15 nothing ſhe will not ſpeak of before us virgins; and 
* ſhe everyday talks with a very grave air in ſuch a man- 
© ner, as is very improper ſo much as to be hinted at 


but to obviate the greateſt extremity. Thoſe whom 


© they call good bodies, notable*people, hearty neigh- 
* bours, and the pureſt goodeſt company in the world, 
are the great offenders in this kind. Here [ think | 
© have laid before you an open field for pleafantry ; and 
hope you will ſhew theſe people that at leaſt they, are 
* not witty: In which you will ſave from many a bluſh 
* a daily fufferer, who 1s very much 


your moſt humble ſervant, 
Suſannah Loveworth, 
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Mr. SP E CT A T. O R, 


« FN yours of Wedne/day the zoth paſt, you and your 
correſpondents are very ſevere on a ſort of men, 
* whom you call male . but without any other 
© reaſon, in my apprehenſion, than that of paying a ſhal- 
low compliment to the Fair ſex, by accuſing ſome men 
« of imaginary faults, that the women may not ſeem to 
© be the more faulty ſex ; * at the ſame time you 
* ſuppoſe there are ſome ſo weak as to be impoſed upon 
by tine things and falſe addreſſes. I cannot perſuade 
* myſelf that your deſign 1s to debar the ſexes the benefit 
of each other's converſation within the rules of honour; 
* nor will you, I dare ſay, recommend to them, or encou- 
© rage the common tea- table talk, much Jeſs that of poli- 
* ticks and matters of ſtate: And if theſe are forbidden 
ſubjects of diſcourſe, then, as long as there are any wo- 
men in the world who take a pleaſure in hearing them- 
© ſelves praiſed, and can bear the ſight of a man proſtrate 
* at their feet, ſo long | ſhall make no wonder that there 
© are thoſe of the other ſex who will pay them thoſe im- 
pertinent humiliations. We ſhould have few people 
4 fach fools as to practiſe flattery, if all were ſo wile as to 
deſpiſe it. 1 do not deny but you would do a meri- 
* torious act, if you could prevent all impoſitions on 
* the ſimplicity of young women; but 1 muſt confeſs I 
* do not apprehend you — laid the fault on the proper 
* perſon, and if | trouble you with my thoughts upon it, 
* | promiſe myſelf your pardon. Such of the ſex as are 
* raw and, innocent, and moſt expoſed to theſe attacks, 
© have, or their parents are much to blame if they have 
not, one to adviſe and guard them, and are obligedthem- 
* ſelves to take care of them; but if theie, who ought 30 
* hinder men from all opportunities of this ſort of con- 
* verſation, inſtead of that encourage and promote it, the 
* ſuſpicion is very juſt that there are ſome private reaſons 
* for it; and | will leave it to you todetermine on which 
* ſide a part is then acted. Some women there are who 
* are arrived at years of diſcretion, mean are got out of 
* the hands of their parents and governors, and areſet up 
for themſelves, who yet are liable to theſe attempts; but 
if theſe are prevailed upon, you muſt excuſe me if Lay 

I 4 > Wl 


200 THz SPECTATOR, N* % 


* the fault upon them, that their wiſdom is not grown 
with their years. My client Mr. Strephon, whom you 
* ſummoned to declare himſelf, gives you thanks hoy. 
ever for your warning, and begs the favour only to 
enlarge his time for a week, or to the laſt day of the 
term, and then he will appear gratis, and pray no 
* day over, 5 | 
y Hours, 4 
Philanthropa, 
Mr, SPECTATOR, | | 
* IF Was laſt night to viſit a Lady whom I much efteem, 
c I and always took for my friend; but met with ſo 
very different a reception from what | expected, that 
* cannot help applying myſelf to you on this occaſion, 
© In the room of that civility and familiarity I uſed to be 
treated with by her, an affected ſtrangeneſs in her 
looks, and coldneſs in her behaviour, plainly told me 
was not the welcomegueſt which the regard and tender. 
* neſs ſhe has often expreſſed for me gave me reaſon to 
« flatter myſelf to think I was. vir, this is certainly a 
great fault, and | aſſure you a very common one; there- 
a Ore [ hope you will think it a fit ſubject for ſome part 
of a Spectator. Be pleaſed to acquaint us how we muſt 
* behave ourſelves towards this valetudinary friendſhip, 
« ſubje& to ſo many heats and colds, and you will oblige, 
Sir, your zum fervant, 
Miranda, 
SIX, 
4 F forbear acknowledging the delight your late 
I Spectators on Saturdays have given me; for they are 
_* writin the honeſt ſpirit of criticiſm, and called to my 
© mind the following four lines I had read long ſince in 
* a prologue to a play called Julius Cæſar, which has de- 
« ſerved a better fate. The verſes are addreſſed to the 
* little criticks, 
Sbeau your ſmall talent, and let that ſuffice ye; 
But grow not vain upon it, I adviſe ye. 
For every fop can find out faults in plays : 
Youwll us er arrive at knowing when to praiſes 


. yours, D. G. 


No 
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Paſſint ut juvenes viſere fervidi 
Multo non fine riſu, 
Dilap/am in cineres facem, 
Hor. Od. 13.1. 4. ver. 26. 
That all may laugh to ſee that glaring light, 
Which lately ſhone fo fierce and bright, c 
End in a ſtink at laſt, and vaniſh into night. 1 
NON. 


E are generally ſo much pleaſed with any little 
accompliſhments, either of body ormind, which 
have once made us remarkable in the world, 

that we endeavour to perſuade ourſelves it is not in the 

wer oftime to rob us of them. We are eternally purſu- 
ing the ſame methods which firſt procured us ap- 
plauſes of mankind. It is from this notion that an author 
writes on, though he is come to dotage ; without ever 
conſidering that his memory is impaired, and that he hath 
loſt that life, and thoſe ſpirits, which formerly raiſed l is 
fancy, and fired his imagination. I] he ſamefolly hinders 

a man from ſubmitting his behaviour to his age, and 

makes Clodius, who was a celebrated dancer at five and 

twenty, ſtill love to hobble in a minuet, though he is 
paſt threeſcore. Jt is this, in a word, which fills the 
town with elderly fops, and ſuperannuated coquettes, 
Canidia, a Lady of this latter ſpecies, paſſed by me 
yeſterday in her coach. Canidia was an haughty beauty 
of the laſt age, and was followed by erouds of adorers, 
whoſe paſſions only pleaſed her, as they gave her oppor- 
tunitiesof playing the tyrant She then contracted that 
awful caſt of the eye and forbidding frown, which ſhe has 
not yet laid afide, and has ſtill all the inſolence of beauty 
without its charms, If ſhe. now attracts the eyes of any 
deholders, itisonly by — ; even 
TOY 5 her 
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her own ſex laugh at her affeQation ; and the men, why 
always enjoy an ill-natured pleaſure in ſeeing an in. 
perious beauty humbled and neglected, — her with 
the ſame ſatisfaction that a free nation ſees a ty rant in 
diſgrace. | | 
WILL Hoax Ou, who is a great admirer of 
the galantries in King Charles the Second's reign, lately 
communicated to me a letter written by a wit of that age 
to his miſtreſs, who it ſeems was a Lady of Canidia's hy. 
mour; and though I do not always approve of my friend 
W 1L.L'staſte, 1 liked this letter ſo well, that I took x 
copy of it, with which I ſhall here preſent my reader, 


To e 


MA DAM, 

78 Ince my waking thoughts have never been able to 
influence you in my favour, I am reſolved to try 
* whether my dreams can make any impreſſion on you, 
To this end | ſhall give you an account of a very odd 
one which my fancy preſented to me laſt night, within 

na few hours after | left you, | | 
© Methought I was unaccountably conveyed into the 
* moſt delicious place mine eyes ever beheld : It was a 
© large valley divided by ariver of the pureſt water | had 
© ever ſeen. The ground on each ſide of it roſe by an 
© eaſy-aſcent, and was covered with flowers of an infinite 
variety, which as they were reflected in the water dou- 
"© bled the beauties of the place, or rather formed an ima- 
* oinary ſcene. more beautiful than the real. On each 
* fide of the river was a range of lofty trees, whoſe 


* boughs were loaded with almoſt as many birds as leaves. 


© Every tree. was full of harmony. 

„ had not gone far in chis pleaſant valley. when ! 

© perceived that it was terminated by a moſt magnificent 

* temple, The ſtructure was ancient, and regular. On 

the top of it was figured the God Saturn, in the ſame 
* ſhape and dreſs that the poets uſually repreſent Time, 

As I was advancing to ſatisfy my curioſity by a nearer 

6 view,-I was ſtopped by an object far more beautiful than 

- * any I had before diſcovered in rhe whole place. I fancy, 
| « Madam 


* 
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© Madam, you will eaſily gueſs that this could hardly be 
any thing but yourſelf; in reality it was fo ; you lay. 
extended on the flowers by the fide. of the river, fo that 
« your hands, which were thrown in a negligent poſtuxe, 
« almoſt touched the water. Voureyes were cloſed; but 
if your ſleep deprived me of the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
them, it left me at leiſure to contemplate ſeveral other 
© charms, which NL your eyes are open. I 
could not but admire the tranquillity you flept in, eſ- 
« pecjally when I conſidered the uneaſineſs you produce 
in ſo many others. . | b 
While | was'wholly taken up in theſe reflexions, 
the doors of the temple flew open, with a very great 
* noiſe; and lifting up my eyes, I ſaw two figures, in 
human ſhape, coming into the valley. Upon a nearer 
* ſurvey, . | found them to be VournH andLove, The 
« firſt was jncircled witha kind of purple light, that ſpread 
a glory over all the place; the other held a flaming torch 
in his hand. could obſerve, that all the way as they 
* came towards us, the colours of the flowers appeared 
more lively, the trees ſhot out in bloſſoms, the birds 


' © threw themſelves'into pairs, and ſerenaded them as they 


* paſſed : Ihe whole of nature glowed with new 
* beauties. They were no ſooner arrived at the place 
* where you lay, when they ſeated themſelves on each 
* fide of you. On their approach methought I ſaw a new 
* bloom ariſe in your face, and new charms diffuſe them- 
* ſelves over your whole perſon. You appeared more 
than mortal; but, to my great ſurpriſe, continued faſt 
* aſleep, though the two deities made ſeveral gentle ef- 
* forts to awaken you. 

Aſter a ſhort time, YouTa (diſplaying a pair of 
wings, which I had noghefo:e taken notice of) flew off. 
Love ſtill remained, and Holding the torch which he 
had in his hand before your ſace, you ſtill appeared as 
beautiful as ever. The glaring of the light in your 
* eyes at length awakened you ; when, to my great ſur- 
* priſe, inſtead of acknowledging the favour of the deity, 
* you frowned upon him, and ſtruck the torch out of his 
, hand into the river. The God, after having regarded 
* you with a look that ſpoke at once his pity and diſplea- 

1 5 © ſare, 


/ 
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* ſure flew away. Immediately a kind of gloom over. 
* ſpread the whole place. At the ſame time I ſaw an 
© hideous ſpectre enter at one end of the valley, His 
© eyes were ſunk into his head, his face was pale and 
* withered, and his ſkin puckered up in wrinkles. As he 
* walked on the ſides of the bank the river froze, the 
flowers faded, the trees ſhed their bloſſoms, the bird; 
dropped from off the boughs, and fell dead at his feet, 
By theſe marks | knew him to be Or D-A E. You 
were ſeized with the utmoſt horror and amazement at 
his approach. You endeavoured to have fled, but the 
* phantom e you in his arms. You may eaſily 
* gueſs at the change you ſuffered in this embrace, For 
_ © my own part, though I am ſtill too full of the dreadful 
idea, I will not ſhock = with a deſcription of it, I 
was fo ſtartled at the fight that my ſleep immediately 
© left me, and I found myſelf awake, at leiſure to con- 
« ſider of a dream which ſeems too extraordinary to be 
* without a meaning. I am, Madam, with the greateſt 
© paſſion, 


your moſt obedient, 
X muſt humble ſir ant, &c. 


1 oa. as a a 
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cm — achrymeque decoræ, 

Gratior & pulchro weniens in carpore wirtus. | 
irg. En. 5. ver. 143. 

Becoming ſorrows, and a virtuous mind 

More lovely, in a beauteous form inſhrin'd. 


Read what I give for the entertainment of this d 

with a great deal of leaſure, and publiſh it juſt as it 

came to my hands. I ſhall be very glad to find there 
are many gueſſed at for Emilia. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 

+ FF this paperhas the good fortune to be honoured with 
p ] a place in your writings, I ſhallbe the morepleaſed, 
© becauſe the character of Emilia is not an imaginary but 
© a real one. Thave induſtriouſly obſcured the whole by 
the addition of one or two circumſtances of no conſe- 
© quence, that the perſon it 15 drawn from might ſtill be 
* concealed; and that the writer of it — not be in 
* the leaſt ſuſpected. and for ſome other reaſons, I chooſe 
not to give it the form of a letter: But if, beſides the 
© faults of the compoſition, there be any thing in it more 
proper for a gy ue} than the Sr ERECTATOR 
0 himſelf to write, | ſubmit 1t to your better judgment, 

to receive any other model you think fit, 

1 am, Sir, 

your very humble ſervant, 
There is nothing which gives one ſo pleaſing a pro- 
ſpect of human nature, as the contemplation of wiſdom 
and beauty: The latter is the peculiar portion of that ſex 
which is therefore called Fair; but the happy concurrence 
of both theſe excellencies in the ſame n, is a character 
too celeſtial to be frequently met with. Beauty is an 
over · weaning ſelf-ſufficient thing, careleſs of * g 
| tlelt 


200 THE-SPECTATOR. Ny. 


itſelf any more ſubſtantial ornaments ; nay ſo little does 
it conſult its own intereſts, that it too often defeats i. 
ſelf by betraying that innocence which renders it loyely 
and deſirable. ; As therefore virtue makes a -beautif! 
woman appear more beautiful, ſo beauty makes a virtyoy, 
woman really more virtuous. Whilſt am contidering 
theſe two perfections gloriouſſy united, in one perſon, | 
cannot help repreſenting to my mind the image of Zmili, 
Who ever beheld the charming Emilia, without feeling 
in his breaſt at once the glow of love and the tendernej 
of virtuous friendſhip? 'The unſtudied graces of her he. 
haviour, -and the pleafing accents of her tongue, inſen. 
ſibly draw you on to wiſh for a nęarer enjoyment of then; 
but even her ſmiles carry in them a ſilent reproof to the 
impulſes of licentious love. Thus, though the attractiye 
of her beauty play almoſt irreſiſtibly upon you and create 
defire, you immediately ſtand corrected not by the ſeverity 
but the decency of her virtue. That ſweetneſs and'pood. 
humour which is ſo viſible in her face, naturally diffuſes 
itſelf into every word and action: A man muſt be a fi. 
vage, who, at the fight of Emilia, is not more inclined to 
do her good than gratify himſelf. Her perſon, as it i 
thus ſtudiouſly embelliſhed by nature, thus adorned with 
unpremeditated graces, is a fit lodging for a mind 4 
fair and lovely; there dwell rational piety, modet 
hope, and chearful reſignation. - 
Many of the prevailing paſſions of mankind do un- 
deſervedly paſs under the name of religion; which is thus 
made to expreſs itſelf in action, according tothe naturecſ 
the conſtitution in which it reſides: So that were we to 
make a judgment from appearances, one would imagine 
religion in ſome is little better thanſullenneſsand reſerve, 
in many fear, in others the deſpondings of a melancholy 
complexion, in others the formality of inſignificant unaſ- 
fecting obſervances, in others ſeverity, in others oſtents- 
tion. In Emilia it is a principle founded in reaſon and en- 
. livened with hope; it does not break forth into irre- 
gular fits and allies of devotion, but is an uniform and 
conſiſtent, tenour of action: It is ſtrict without ſeverity, 
compaſſionate without weakneſs ;. it is the perfection of 
that good-humour which proceeds from the underſtand- 
ing, not the effect of an eaſy conſtitution. 
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By a generous ſympathy in nature, we feel ourſelves 
diſpoſed to mourn when any of our fellow-creatures are 


aAiced ; but injured innocence and beauty in diſtreſs, is 
an object that carries in it ſomething inexpreſſibly mov- 


ing: It ſoftens the moſt manly heart with the tendereſt 


ſenſations of love and compaſſion, until at length it con- 
ſeſſes its humanity, and flows out into tears. 

Were J to relate that part of Zmilia's life which has 

iven her an opportunity of exerting the heroiſm of chri- 

ſlianity, it would make too ſad, too tender a ſtory: But 
when J conſider her alone in the midſt of her diſtreſſes, 
looking beyond this gloomy vale of affliction and ſor- 
row into the joys of heaven and immortality, and when 
I ſee her in converſation thoughtleſs and eaſy as if ſhe 
were the moſt happy creature in the world, I am tran- 
ſported with admiration. - Surely never did ſuch a phi- 
loſophic ſoul inlrabit ſuch a beauteous form! For beau- 
ty is often made a privilege againſt thought and re- 
flexion ; it laughs at wiſdom, and will not abide the 
gravity of its inſtrudtions. 

Were | able to preſent Emilia's virtues in their proper 
colours and their due proportions, love or flattery might 
perhaps be thought to — drawn the picture larger than 
life ; but as this is but an imperfe& draught of ſo excel- 
lent a character, and as I cannot, will not hope to have 
any intereſt in her perſon, all that I can ſay of her is but 
impartial praiſe extorted from me by the prevailing 
brightneſs of her virtues. So rare a pattern of female 
excellence ought not to be concealed, but ſhould be ſet 
out to the view and imitation of the world; for how 
amiable does virtue appear thus as it were made viſible 
to us in ſo fair an example 

Honoria's diſpoſition is of a very different turn: Her 
thoughts are wholly bent upon conquelt and arbitrary 
power. That ſhe has ſome wit and beauty no body denies, 
and therefore has the eſteem of all her acquaintance as a 
woman of an agreeable perſon andconverſation; but (what- 
ever her huſband may thinkof it) that is not ſufficient for 


Henoria : She waves that title to reſpect as. a mean acquiſi- 


tion, and demands veneration in the right of an idol; for 
this reaſon her natural deſire of life is continually check- 
ed with an inconſiſtent fear of wrinkles and old age. 
Emilia 
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Emilia cannot be ſuppoſed ignorant of her x 
charms, though ſhe Nr. be ſo; but ſhe will E 
her happineſs upon fo precarious a tenure, whilſt he 
mind is adorned with beauties of a more exalted and laſ. 
ing nature. When in the full bloom of youth and beau. 
ty we ſaw her ſurrounded with a croud of adorers, ſje 
took no pleaſure in laughter and deſtruction, gave 10 
falfe deluding hopes which might increaſe the torments of 
her diſappointed Jovers ; but having for ſome time give 
to the decency of a virgin coyneſs, examined the merit 
of the ſeveral pretenſions, ſhe at length gratified her oun, 
by reſigning herſelf to the ardent paſſion of Bromiu, 
Bromius was then maſter of many good qualities and a 
moderate fortune, which was ſoon after unexpectedly in- 
creaſed to a plentiful eſtate. This for a good while proved 
his misfortune, asit furniſhed his unexperienced age with 
the opportunities of evil company and a ſenſual life, He 
might have longer wandered in the labyrinths ofvice and 
| folly, had not Emilia's prudent conduct won him over 
to the government of his reaſon. Her ingenuity has bee 
conſtantly employed in humanizing his paſſions and refin- 
ing his pleaſures. She has ſhewed him by her own ex 
ample, that virtue 1s confiſtent with decent freedoms and 

-humour, or rather, that it cannot ſubſiſt without 
them. Her good ſenſe readily inſtructed her, that a ſilent 
example and an eafy unrepining behaviour, will always be 
more perſuaſive than the ſeverity of lectures and admoni- 
tions; and that there is ſo much pride interwoven into 
the make of human nature, that an obſt nate man mul 
only take the hint from another, and then be left to adviſe 
and correct himſelf. Thus by an artful train of manage- 
ment and unſeen perſuaſions, having at firſt brought hin 
not todiſlike, and at length to be pleaſed with that which 
otherwiſe he would not have bore to hear of, ſhe then 
knew how to preſs and ſecure this advantage, by approv- 
ing it as his thought, and ſeconding it as his propoſal. 
By this means ſhe has gainedanintereſtin ſome of his lead- 
ing paſſions, and made them acceſſary to his reformation, 

There is another particular of Emilia's conduct which 
I cannot forbear mentioning : To ſome perhaps it may 
at frſt fight appear but a trifling — circum- 
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ſance; but for wy parts I think it highly worthy of ob- 
ſervation, and to be recommended to the conſideration of 
it he the Fair ſex. I have often thought wrapping gowns and 
id lat. dirty linen, with all that huddled ceconomy of dreſs which 
ben. paſſes under the general name of a mob, the bane of con- 


rs, the jugal love, and one of the readieſt means imaginable to 
ve no alienate the affection of an huſband, eſpecially a fond one. 
ents of I have heard ſome Ladies, who have been ſurpriſed by 
given I company in ſuch a deſhabille, apologize for it aſter this 
merit i manner; Truly J am aſhamed to be caught in this pickle ; 
On, Bl but my huſband and I were fitting all alone by ourſelves, 
te, I did not expect to fee ſuch good company This by 
and : the way is a fine compliment to the good man, which it 
ly in. i ten to one but he returns in dogged anſwers and a 
roved WF churliſm behaviour, without knowing what it is that 
with puts him out of humour. p 

He Emilia's obſervation teaches her, that as little inadver- 
e and tencies and neglects caſt a blemiſh upona great character; 
over Bl ſo the neglect of apparel, even among the moſt intimate 
— friends, does :nſenfibly leſſen their sto each other, 


by —— a familiarity too low and contemptible. She 


er underſtands the importance of thoſe things which the ge- 

> and nerality account trifles ; and conſiders every thing as a 
bout i matter ofconſequence, that has the leaſt tendency towards 
ilent keeping up or abating the affection of her huſband; him 
be the eſteems as a fit object to employ her ingenuity in 
on- pleaſing, becauſe he is to be pleaſed for life. 

— By the help of theſe, and a thouſand other nameleſs 
n 


arts, which it is eaſier for her to practice than for another 
to expreſs, by the obſtinacy of her goodneſs and un- 
ge provoked ſubmiſſion, in ſpite of all her afflictions and ill 


him ulage, Bromius is become a man of ſenſe and a kind 
ich haſband, and Emilia a happy wife. 
hen Ye guardian Angels, to whoſe care heaven has intruſted 


ov its dear Emilia, guide her till forward in the paths of 


fal. virtue, defend her from the inſolence and wrongs of this 

ad. undiſcerning world; at length when we muſt no more 

on. converſe with ſuch purity on earth, lead her gently hence 

ich innocent and unreprovable to a better place, where by an 

lay eaſy tranſition from what ſhe now is, ſhe may ſhine forth 

— an Angel of light. T 
' | 
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wvolet hec ſub luct wideri, | _ 

Fudicis argutum que non formidat acumen.” me 5 

| | Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 56; Nerd, 
— Some chooſe the cleareſt light, Gre, 1 
And boldly challenge the moſt piercing eye. furivu 

| - Roscomuocy, e c: 

| L 5 f nat 
Have ſcen, in the works of a modern philoſopher, ; . Th. 
map of the ſpots in the ſun. My laſt paper of the WM who i 
faults and blemiſhes in Milton's Paragi/e Loſt, may be derful 


conſidered as a piece of the ſame nature. To purſue the N envy 
alluſion: As it is obſerved, that among the bright pam Wl are al 
of the luminous body #bove-mentioned, there are ſome WM his fi 
which glow more intenſely, and dart a (ſtronger ligt WM whick 
than others; ſo nowithitanding 1 have * — Jhewa his {x 
Milton's poem to be very beautiful in general, I (hall WM enem 
now proceed to take notice of ſuch beauties as appear Wh very 
to me more exquiſite than the reſt. Milton has propoled Of ü 


the ſubje& of his poem in the following verſes. the f 
{ty 
Of man's firft diſobedience, and the fruit Fee: 


Of that forbidden tree, whoſe mortal taſte 
Brought death into the world and all our woes 
With loſs of Eden, till ane greater max 
Reftare us, and regain the el ſeat, 

Sing heavenly 11e 


'Theſe lines are perhaps as plain, ſimple and unadorned, 
as any of the whole poem, in which, particular the author 
has conformed himſelf to the example of Homer and tis 
precept of Horace. | 

His invocation to a work which turns in a great mes- 
ſure upon the creation of the world, is very properly mac 
to the muſe who inſpired Mo/es in thoſe books from whenc: 

our author drew his ſubject, and to the holy ſpirit _ 
, : ercll 
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herein repreſented as operating after a particular man- 
der in the firſt production of nature. This whole exor- 
dium riſes very happily into noble language and ſenti- 
ments, as I think the tranſition to the fable is exquiſite- 
ly beautiful and natural. 

The nine days aſtoniſhement, in which the angels lay 
entranced after their dreadful overthrow and fall from 
heaven. beiore they could recover either the uſe of 
tought or ſpeech, is a noble Circumſtance, and very 
fnely imagined, he diviſion of hell into the ſeas of 
fre, and into firm ground impregnate with the ſame 
furious element, with that particular circumſtance of 
the excluſion of Hope from theſe infernal regions, are 
inſtauces of the ſame great and fruitful invention. 
Thethonghts in the firſt ſpeech and deſcriptionof Satan, 


f tie N who is one of the principal actors in this poem, are won- 
ay be derfully proper to give us a full idea of him. His pride, 
ie the WY envy and revenge, obſtinacy, deſpair and impenitence, 


are all of. them very © artfully interwoven. In ſhort, 
his firſt ſpeech is a complication of all thoſe paſſions 
which diſcover themſelves ſeparately in ſeveral other of 
denn his ſpeeches in the poem. The whole part of this great 
ſhall enemy of mankind is filled with ſuch incidents as are 
pear very apt to raiſe and terrify the reader's imagination. 
oled BY Of this nature, in the book now before us, is his being 
the firſt that awakens out of the general trance, with his 
poſture on the burning lake, his riſing from it, and the 
deſcription of his ſhield and ſpear, | 


Thus Satan talking to his neareſt mate, 
With head up-lift above the ware, and eyes 
That ſparkling blax d, his other parts befde 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large, 
Loy floating many a rood — 


1ed, Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 
5 His might ſtature; on each hand the flames 


Drivn backward ſlope their pointing ſpires, and rolPd 

— billoxs, leave in th? midſt a horrid vale. | 
en with expanded wings he ſteers his flight 

Aloft incumbent on the duſty air 15 

That felt unuſual weight =—— _ 


— — His 


" 393 


Amid 
n other 
ntrodut 
dle of ( 
zoet h11 
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- His pend rous ſhield 
Ethereal temper, maſjy, large and round, 
Behind him caſt; the broad circumference 
Hung on his ſhoulders like the moon, whoſe orb 
T bro* optick glaſs the Tuſcan artiſts view 
At ewv*ning, from the top of Feſole, worth, 
Or in Valderno, to deſcry new lands, cribed 
Rivers, or mountains, on her ſpotted globe. ver pe! 
His ſpear (to equal which the talleſt pine and oth 
Heæun on Norwegian hills to be the maſt onfeſſe 
Of Jome great Ammiral, were but a wand) vas fort 
He wwalk'd with, to ſupport uneaſy ſtepa ould ſ 
Over the burning mar! — Nor 


To which we may add his call to the fallen angels thy | wy 
lay plunged and ſtupified in the ſea of fire. 


nd ru 
He call d fo loud, that all the hollow deep 


Of hell reſounded. 750 
But there is no ſingle paſſage in the whole poen —— 
worked up to a greater ſublimity, than that wherein hit Wit 
perſon is deſcribed in thoſe celebrated lines; Thr 
— FT pn abe the reft Tea 
In ſhape and geſture proudly eminent, Th 

{ 


*. 


Stood like a tower, &c. = 
10 it,: 


His ſentiments are every way anſwerable to his cha. great 
racter, and ſuitabl to a created Being of the moſt ex- were 
elted and moſt depraved nature. Such is that in which freque 


he takes poſſeſſion of his place of torments. kk 
. horrors ! hai! liſt of 
Infernal world ! and thou profoundeft bel! and / 
Receive thy new paſſeſſor, one who brings ſpeec 


A mind not to be chang d by place or time. 
And afterwards, 


w—— Here at leoft 

We ſhall be free; th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence: 
Here we may reign ſecure ; and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition, tho" in hell: 
Better to reign in hell, than ſerve in heav'n, 
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amidſt thoſe impieties which this enraged ſpirit utters 
n other places of the poem, the author has taken care to 
atroduce none that is not big with abſurdity, and incapa- 
le of ſhocking a religious reader; his words, as the 
poet himſelf deſcribes them, bearing only a Semblance of 
worth, not ſublance. He is likewiſe with great art de- 
cribed as owning his adverſary to be Almighty. What- 
ver perverſe interpretation he puts on the Juſtice, mercy, 
ind other attributes of the ſupreme Being, he frequently 
onfeſſes his Omnipotence, that being the perfection he 
vas forced to allow him, and the only conſideration which 
ould ſupport his pride under the ſhame of his defeat. 
Nor muſt ] here omit that beautiful circumſtance of 
his burſting out in tears, upon his ſurvey of thoſe innu- 

erable ſpirits whom he had involved in the ſame guilt. 
nd ruin with himſelf. | | 


He now prepared | 
To ſpeak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half incleſe him round 
n li With all his peers : Attention held them mute. 
Thrice be afjay'd, and thrice in ſpite of ſcorn 
Tears, ſuch as angels weep, burſt forth 


0 ze 


$ that 


The catalogue of evil ſpirits has abundance of learning 
in it, and a very agreeable turn of poetry, which riſes in 
great meaſure from its deſcribing the places where they 
were wor{hipped, by thoſe beautiful marks of rivers v 
frequent among the ancient poets. I he author had doubt- 
lels in this place Homer's catalogue of ſhips, and Virgil's 
liſt of warriors, in his view, The characters of M. loch 
and Belial prepare the reader's mind for their reſpective 
ſpeeches and behaviour in the ſecond and fixth book, 
Ihe account of Thammuzis f nely romantick, and ſuitable 
to what we read among the ancients of the worſhip which 
was paid to that idol. 


t ex- 


hich 


—Thammuz came next behind, 
Whſe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 
The dyrian dam/els to lament his fate, 

In am raus ditties all a ſummer i day, 

Fa While fmecth Adonis from his native rock 
1 


? 30 
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Ran purple to the ſea, ſuppord with blood 
Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love tale 
Infected dion's daughters with lite heat, 
Whoſe wanton paſſions in the ſacred porch 
Ezekiel /aw, when by the viſion led 
His eye jurvey'd the dark idolatrie 

/ alienated Tudah —— — 


pon | 
* 
vithſte 
racted 
üll pre 
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The reader will pardon me if I inſert as a note on th; 
beautiful paſſage, the account given us by the late ingen. 
ous Mr. Maundrell of this ancient piece of worſhip, aul 
probably the firſt occaſion of ſuch a ſuperſtition. t 
came to a fair large river doubtleſs the ancient rim 
Adonis, ſo famous for the 1dolatrous rites performed her 
* ir; lamentation of Adonis, We had the fortune to { 
© what may be ſuppoſed to be the occaſion of that opinion 
© which Lucian relates concerning this river, viz, Tha 
© this ſtream, at certain ſeaſons of the year, eſpecial 
about the feaſt of Adonis, is of a bloody colour; which 
© the heathens looked upon as proceeding from a kind d 
* ſympathy in the river for the death of Adonis, who wa 
© killed by a wild boar in the mountains, out of which 
this ſtream riſes. Something like this we ſaw actual) 
* come to paſs; for the water was ſtained to a ſurpriſing 
© redneſs ; and, as we obſerved in travelling, had di 
coloured the ſea a great way into a reddiſh hue, oc 
* fioned doubtleſs by a ſort of minium, or read earth, 
© waſhed into the river by the violence of the rain, and 
not by any ſtain from Adonis's blood. 

The paſſage in the catalogue, explaining the manne 
how ſpirits transform themſelves by contraction or et 
largement of their dimenſions, is introduced with great 
judgment, to make way for ſeveral ſurpriſing accidentst 
the ſequel of the poem. There follows one, at the ver 
end of the firſt book, which is what the French critict 
call Marvellous but at the ſame time probable by reaſon d 
the. paſſage laſt mentioned. As ſoon as the infernal pt 
lace is finiſhed, we are told the multitude and rabble d 
ſpirits immediately ſhrunk themſelves into a ſmall compab 
that there might be room for ſuch a numberleſs aſſemb! 
in this capacious hall. But it is the poet's "—_— 


— — ——— 
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pon this thought which I moſt admire, and which is 


adeed very noble in itfelf. For he tells us, that not- 
vithſtanding the vulgar, among the fallen ſpirits, con- 
:ated their forms, thoſe of the firſt rank and dignity 
ill preſerved their natural dimenſions, 


Thus incorporeal ſpirits to ſmalleſt forms 
Reduc'd their ſhapes immenſe, and were at large, 
Though without number, ſtill amidſt the hall 


7 


n thi Of that infernal court. But Find within, 
agen. Aud in their own dimenſions like themſelves, 
P, an The great ſeraphick lords and cherubim, 

J. Is cloſe receſs and ſecret concla ve ſat, 


tri  1hou/and Demi-God on golden ſeats, 
d hen Frequent and Full — 


to f 

n The character of Mammon, and the deſcription of the 
Tu Pandemonium, are full of beauties. 

cia 1 here are ſeveral other ſtrokes in the firſt book won- 
Which derſully poetical, and inſtances of that ſublime genius 


o peculiar to the author. Such is the deſcription of 
4zazel's ſtature, and the infernal ſtandard which he un- 


10 wa 
which MWfurls; as alſo of that ghaſtly light, by which the fiends 
tual ppear to one another in their place of torments. ; 
nilng Wl 7. at of deſolation, void of light, 


Save what the glimm'ring of thoſe livid flames 
Caſts pale and dreadful | | 
The ſhout of the whole hoſt of fallen angels when 
drawn up in battle-array 3 | 
——— The univer /al hoſt up ſent 

A Hout that tore helÞs concave, and beyond 

Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night, 


The review, which the leader makes of his infernal 


e Ver] rn” ; 

ritich He thro the armed files 

fond Darts his experienc'd eye, and foon traverſe 

al of The whole battalion views, their order due, 
ble ! beer vijag es aud Rlature as of Gods, 

_— Their 1»1mber laft be ſums ; and now his heart 


Diftends wvith pride, and Bard ning in his fireng1h 


Gar ies 7 


The 


by 


No ” 
Th: flaſh of light which appeared upon the dray; 
of their ſwords ; p on oP Po 


He pale; and to confirm his word out flew 
Millions of flaming ſwords, drawn from the thigh 
Of mighty Cherubim ; the ſudden blaze 
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Far round illumin'd hell, 


The ſudden production of the Pandemonium ; 


Anon out of tbe earth a fabrick huge 
Roſe like an exhalation, awith the ſound 
Of dulcet ſymphonies and voices ſaveet, 


The Artificial illumination made in it ; 


From the arched roof 
Pendent by ſubtle magick, many a row 
95 Harry lamps and blazing creſcents, fed 
ith Naphtha and Aſphaltus, yielded light 
A. from 4 — | 


There are alſo ſeveral noble fimilies and alluſions inthe 
firſt book of Paradi/e / off. And here I muſt obſerve, that 
when Milton alludes either to things or perſons, he naver 

quits his ſimile until it riſes to ſome very great idea, which 
is often foreign to the occaſion that gave birth to it. The 
reſemblance does not, perhaps, laſt above a line or two, 
but the poet runs on with the hint until he has raiſed out 
of it ſome glorious image or ſentiment, proper to inflame 
the mind of the reader, and to give it that ſublime kind 
of entertainment, which is ſuitable to the nature of an 
heroic poem. Thoſe, who are acquainted with Homer's 
and Virgil's way of writing, cannot but be pleaſed with 
this kind of ſtructure in Milton's ſimilitudes. I am the 
more particular on this head, becauſe ignorant readen, 
who have formed their taſte upon the quaint fimiles and 
little turns of wit, which are ſo much in vogue among 
modern poets, cannot reliſh theſe beauties which are of 
much higher nature, and are therefore apt to cenſure Mi- 
ton's compariſons in which they do not ſee any ſurpriſing 
points of likeneſs. Monſieur Perrault yas a man of this 
vitiated reliſh, and for that very reaſon hasendeavouredto 
turn into ridicule ſeveral of Homer's ſimilitudes, 1 


Vor 


) ” 


i 
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calls comparaiſons à longue queue, long - tail d compariſons, L 
ſhall e this paper * the ark book of Lale with 
the anſwer which Monſieur Boileau makes to Perrault on 
this occaſion: Compariſons, ſays he, in odes and epic 
poems, are not introduced only to illuſtrate and embel- 
« liſh the diſcourſe, but to amuſe and relax the mind of 
the reader, by frequently diſcngaging him from too 
painful an attention to the principal ſubject, and by 
 Jeading him into other agreeable images. Homer, ſays | 
© Ze, excelled in this particular, whoſe compariſons a- 
bound with ſuch images of nature as are proper to re- 
lieve and diverſify his ſubjects. He continually in- 
ſtructs the reader, and makes him take notice even in 
objects which are every day before his eyes, of ſuch 
* circumſtances as we ſhould not otherwiſe have obſerv- 
ged.“ To this he adds, as a maxim uniner/ally acknow- 
laged, That it is not neceſſary in poetry for the points 
of the compariſon to . with one another ex- 
actly, but tac a general reſemblance is ſufficient, and 
that too much nicety in this particular ſavours of the 
* rhetorician and epigrammatiſt. 

In ſhort if we look into the conduct of Homer, Virgil, 
and Milton, as the great fable is the ſoul of each poem, 
ſo, to give their works an agreeable variety, their epiſode 
are ſo many ſhort fables, and their fimiles ſo many ſhort 
epiſodes; to which you may add, if you pleaſe, that their 
metaphors are ſo many ſhort ſimiles. If the reader con- 
fiders the compariſons in the firſt book of Milton, of the 
ſun in an eclipſe, of the fleeping Leviathan, of the bees 
{warming about their hive, of the fairy dance, in the 
view wherein I have here placed them, he will eaſily 
diſcover the great beauties that are in each of thoſe 
paſſages. | 2 : L 


Vot. IV. K 
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4 ulnus alit wenis & caco carpirur igni. | 
| { Virg. En. 4. ver, 1, 
A latent fire preys on his fey'riſh veins. * 


T HE circumſtances of my correſpondent, whoſe let 
ter I nowinſert, are ſo frequent, that I cannot wait 
compaſſion ſo much as to forbear laying it befor 
the town. There is ſomething ſo mean and inhuman in 
a direct Smithfield bargain for children, that if this lover 
carries his point, and obſerves the rules he pretends u 
follow, I do not only wiſh him ſucceſs, but alſo tha 
it may animate others to follow his example. I knoy 
not one motive relating to this life which could produce 
ſo many honourable and worthy actions, as the hopes of Wl © me 
obtaining a woman of merit: There would ten thouſand WM ſur 
ways of induſtry and honeſt ambition be purſued by WM an 
young men, who believed that the perſons admired hal WM ist 
value enough for their paſlion to attend the event of WM her 
their good fortune in all their applications, in order to 
make their circumſtances fall in with the duties they owe 
to themſelves, their families and their country. All theſe 
relations a man ſhould think of who intends to go into 
the ſtate of marriage, and expects to make it a ſtate df 
Pleaſure and ſatisfaction. | 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


I Have for ſome years indulged a paſſion for a young 

e I Lady of age andquality ſuitable to my own but very 

© much ſuperior in fortune, It is the faſhion with parents 

© (how juſtly I leave you to judge) to make all regards 

© giye way to the article of wealth. From this one con- 

1 1 it is that [ have Concealed the ardent love! 

© have for her; but I am beholden to the force of m 

© love for many advantages which I reaped from it to- 
© wards the better conduct of my life. A certain com- 
| A © place 
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« placency to all the world, a ſtrong deſire to oblige 
« where-ever it lay in my power, and a circumſpect be- 

« haviourin all my words and actions, have rendered me 
more particularly acceptable to all my friends and ac- 
« quaintance. Love has had the ſame good effect upon 
« my fortune; and I have increaſed in riches in propor- 
« tion to my advancement in thoſe arts which make a 
man agreeable and amiable, There is a certain ſym- 
pathy which will tell my miſtreſs from taeſe circum- 
« jtances, that it is I who writ this for her reading, if 
« you will pleaſe to inſert it. There is not a downright 
« enmity, but a great coldneſs between our parents; ſo 
that if either of us declared any kind ſentiments for 
each other, her friends would be very backward to lay 
an obligation upon our family, and mine to receive 
« it from hers. Under theſe delicate circumſtances it 
is no eaſy matter to act with ſafety. I have no reaſon 
to fancy my miſtreſs has any regard for me, but from 
« a very diſintereſted . value which I have for her. If 
from any hint in any future paper of yours ſhe gives 
me the leaſt encouragement, I deubt not but I thall 
* {urmount all other difficulties ; and inſpired by ſo noble 
* a motive for the care of my fortune, as the belief ſhe 
is to be concerned in it, | will not deſpair of receiving 
her one day from her father's own hand, | 


Tam, SIR, | 
Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Clytander, 


To his worſhip the SPECT.,ATOR. 


The humble petition of Anthony Title- Page, ſtationer, in 
the centre of Lincolr's-Ixn-Ficlds, 


Sheaweth, 


: 1 HAT your petitioner and his fore-fatkers have 
p been ſellers of books for time immemorial: That 
your petitioner's anceſtor, Creuch-back Title-Page, was 
the firſt of that vocation in Britain; who keeping his 
* ſtation (in fair weather) at the corner of Letbbury, was 
* by way of eminency called The Stationer, a name which 


# K 2 trem 


me 
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from him all ſucceeding bookſellers have affected to bea: 
That the ſtation of your petitioner and his father hy 
been in the = of his preſent ſettlement ever ſing 


been built: That your petitioner hy 
formerly had the honour of your worſhip's cuſtom, ani 
hopes you never had reaſon to complain of your peny 
worths; that particularly he fold you your firſt Lilly, 

mar, and at the ſame time a Hits Commonweal!) 
almoſt as good as new: Moreover that your firſt rudi. 


mental eſſays in ſpeQtatorſhip were made in your pet; 


tioner's ſhop, where you often practiſed for hours toge. 
ther, ſometimes on his books upon the rails, ſometime 


on the little hieroglyphics either gilt, ſilvered, or plain, 


which the Zgyptian women, on the other ſide of the ſhoy, 
had wrought in ginger-bread, and ſometimes on the 
agli Youth, who in ſundry places there were exer- 
cĩſing themſelves in the traditional ſports of the field. 
From theſe conſiderations it is, that your petitioner 
encouraged. to apply himſelf to you, and to proceed 
humbly. to acquaint your worſhip, That he has certain 


Intelligence that you receive great numbers of defams- 


tory letters deſigned by their authors to be — 
which you throw afide and totally neglect: Your pet 
tioner therefore prays, that you will pleaſe to beſtoy 
on him thoſe e letters, and he hopes by printing 
them to get a more plentiful proviſion for his family; or 
at the worſt, — ood allowed 15 ſell them by 1 
und weight to his cuſtomers the paſtry-coo 
— auf eie. 


And your petitioner ſhall ever pray, ke. 


To 
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To the SPECTATOR. 


he humble petition of Bartholomew Ladylove, of Round. 
Court in the pariſh of St. Martin's in the Fields, in 
behalf of himſelf and neighbours, | 


beweth, 


HAT your petitioners have with t induſtry 
T and app licarion arrived at the moſt exact art of 


invitation or — That by a beſeeching air and per- 
toge. Wi ſuaſive addreſs, they have for many years laſt paſt peace- 
time: ably drawn in every teath paſſenger, whether they in- 
Plain, WW tended or not to call at their ſhaps, to come in and buy; 
ſhop, WW and from that ſoftneſs of behaviour, have arrived among 
n the BW tradeſmen at the gentle appellation of —— Fawncrs. 
Exer- That there have of late ſet up amongſt us certain pe 
Id. ſons of Monmonth-freet and Lonę-lane, who by the — | 
— of re — and — of their throats, — _ 
regard of all paſſen rom your ſaid petitioners; from 
rin WW which — diſtinguiſhed by the name of 


hed, That while your petitioners ſtand ready to receive 
pet. paſſengers with a ſubmiſſive bow, and repeat with a 
ſtow gentle voice, Ladies, what do you want ? pray look in here 
ting Wi the Worriers reach out their hands at piltol-ſhot, and 
r {eize the cuſtomers at arms length. - 
the That whiſe the Fawners ſtrain and relax the — 
;s of of their faces in making diſtinction between "the 
in a coloured ſcarf and an handmaßo tt 2 
Worriers uſe the ſame 1-15 to both, and prevail up- 
&c, on the eaſineſs of tb - patiengers, to the impoveriſhment 
of your petit: rs. 
Your petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray, that the 
Worriers may not be permitred to inhabit the politer 
parts of the town; an A that Round Court may remain a 


receptacle for buyers of a more ſoft education. 


And your petitioners, & e. 
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T he petition of the New-Exchange, concerning the ar; 
of buying and ſelling, and particularly waluing-goods by the 
complexion of the ſeller, will be conſidered on another c. 
cafion. 5 T 
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Non tali auxilio, nec defenſoribus iftis 
Tempus eget Virg. En. 2. ver. 521, 
. Theſe times want other aids. Dryvpen, 


UR late news- papers being full of the project noy 

on foot in the court of France, for eſtabliſhing a 

political academy, and myſelf having received 
letters from ſeveral virtuoſos among my foreign correſ- 
pondents, which give ſome light into that affair, I in- 
tend to make it the ſubject of this day's ſpeculation, 
A general account of this project may be met with in 
the Daily Courant of laſt F. day in the following words, 
tranſlated from the gazette of Amfterdam.. 


Paris, February 12. It is confirmed that the King 
has reſolved to eſtabliſh a new academy for politicks, 
«of qach the Marquis de Torcy, Miniſter and Secretary 
5 de ee. Io vrotector. Six academicians are to 
. holen ENGOWEU wil, oroper talents, for beginning 

to form this academy, intò r; 5 to de 
« ; ich no perſon is to 

2dmitted under twenty-five y 
3 | | They muſt 
likewiſe have each an eſtate of two livres a 
year, either in poſſeſſion, or to come to them by in- 
© keritance. The King will allow to each a penſion of 
a thouſand livres. They are likewiſe to have able 


* mailers to teach them the neceſſary ſciences, and to in- 


&7 


* © {iruct them in all the treaties of peace, alliance, and 


others, which. have been made in ſeveral ages paſt 
* Theſe members are to meet twice a week at · the 
* Louvre, From this ſeminary are to be choſen ſecre- 
* taries to ambaſſies, who by degrees may advance to 
* higher employments., 4 Fo) | 

: 1 * Cardinal 
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Cardinal Richelieu's politicks made France the terror 
of Europe. The ſtateſmen Who have appeared in that 
nation of late years have on the contrary rendered it 
eicher the pity or contempt of its neighbours. The car- 
dinal erected that famous academy which has carried all 
the parts of polite learning to the greateſt height. His 
chief deſign in that inſtitution was to divert the men of 
genius from meddling with politicks, a province in 
which he did not care to have any one elſe interfere ' 
with him. On the contrary, the Marquis % Torcy ſeems 
reſolved to make ſeveral young men in France as wile 
as himſelf, and is therefore taken up at preſent in eſta- 
bliſhing a _ of ſtateſmen, 

Some private letters add, that there will alſo be erect- 
ed a ſeminary of petticoat politicians, who are to be 
brought up at the feet of Madam de Maintenon, and to 
be diſpatched into foreign courts upon any emergencies 
of ſtate; but as the news of this laſt project has not been 
yet confirmed, I ſhall take no farther notice of it. | 

Several of my readers may doubtleſs remember that 
upon the concluſion of the laſt war, which had been car- 
ried on ſo ſucceſsfully by the enemy, their Generals were 
many of them transformed into ambaſſadors: But the con- 
duct of thoſe who have commanded in the preſent war, 
has, it ſeems, brought ſo little honour and advantage to 
their great Monarch, that he is reſolved to truſt his af- 
fairs no longer in the hands of thoſe military Gentlemen, 

The regulations of this new academy very much de- 
ſerve our attention. Ihe ſtudents are to have in poſſeſ- 
hon, or reverſion, an eſtate of two thouſand French livres 
fer Annum, whach, as the preſent exchange runs, will 
amount to at leaſt one hundred and twenty-ſix pounds 
Englifbp. This, with the Royal allowance of a thouſand 
livres, will enable them to find themſelves in coffee arid - 
inuff; not to mention news-papers, pens and ink, wax 
and wafers, with the like neceſſaries for politicians. 

A man mult be at leaſt five and twenty before he can 
be initiated into the myſteries of this academy, though 
there is no queſtion, but many grave perſons of a much. 
more advanced age, who have been conſtant readers of 
the Paris gazette, will be glad to begin the world anew,» 
and enter themſelves upon this liſt of politicians, .- © » 

K 4 The 


224 THE SPECTATOR, Nx; 


The ſociety of theſe hopeful young Gentlemen is » 
be under the direction of tix proſeſſors, who, it ſeems, 
are to be ſpeculative ſtateſmen, and drawn out of the 
body of the royal academy. Theſe 11x wiſe maſters, ac. 
cording to my private letters, are to have the following 
paits allotted to them. 

Ihe firſt is to inſtruct the ſtudents in State Legerdmais 
as how to take off the impreſſion of a ſeal, to ſplita wafer, 
to open a letter, to fold it up again, with other the like 
ingenious feats of dexterity and art. When the ſtudent 


have accompliſhed themſelves in this part of their profel. 


ſion, they are to be delivered into the hands of their ſe. 
cond inſtructor, who is a kind of Pofture-Mafeer. 

T his artiſt is to teach them how to nod judiciouſly, u 
ſhrug up their ſhoulders in a dubious caſe, to connive 
with either eye, and in a word, the whole practice of 
Political Grimace, © . 

The third is a fort of Language-Mafter, who is to in- 
ſtruct them in the ſtile proper for a miniſter in his ordi- 
nary diſcourſe, And to the end that this college of 
ſtateſmen may be thoroughly practiſed in the political 
tile, they are to make uſe of it in their common conves- 
ſations, before they are employed either in foreign or 
domeſtick affairs. If one of them aſks another, what 
o'clock it 1s, the other is to anſwer him indirectly, and, 
if poſſible, to turn off the queſtion. If he is deſired ta 
change a Louis or, he muſt beg time to couſider of it, 
If it be enquired of him, whether the King is at Fer- 

Jailles or Marly, he muſt anſwer in a whiſper. If he be 

| aſked the news of the late Gazerze, or the ſubjeR of a 
clamation, he is to reply, that he has not yet read 
it; or if he does not care for explaining himſelf ſo far, 
he needs only draw his brow up in wrinkles, or ele- 
vate the left ſhoulder. : 

The fourth profeſſors to teach the whole art of poli- 
tical characters and hieroglyphics; and to the end that 
they may be perfe alſo in this practice, they are not to 
ſend a note to one another (though it be hut to borrow a 
Tacitus or a Machiavel) which is not written in cypher. 

Their fifth profeſſor, it is thought, will bechoſen out 
of the ſociety of Jeſuits, and is to be well read in the 
controverſies of probable-doctrines, mental — 
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and the rights of Princes. This learned man is to in- 


agruct them in the grammar, ſyntax, and conſtruing part 


of Treaty Latin; how to diſtinguiſh between the ſpirit 
and the letter, and hkewiſe demonſtrate how the ſame 
form of words may lay an obligation upon any Prince 
in Europe, different from that which it lays upon His moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty. He is likewiſe to teach them the art 
of finding flaws, Joop-hales, and evaſions, in the moſt 
ſolemn compacts, and particularly a great Rebrmnical.Se- 
cret, revived of late years by the fraternity of Jeſuics, 
namely, that contradii tions of the ſame 
article may both of them be true and valid. 

When our ſtateſmen are ſuficiently improved by theſe 
ſeveral inftruRors, they are to receive their laſt poliſhing 
from one who is to act among them as Mafter of the cere- 
noni s, This Gentleman is to give them lectures upon 
the important points of the -E/boww Chair, and the:Stair- 
Head, to inſtruct them in the different ſituatians of the 
right-hand, and to furniſh them with bows and inclina- 
tions of all ſizes, meaſures and proportions. In ſhort, 
this profeſſor is to give the ſociety their Sti ., and 
infab into their manners that — — ſtarch, 
which may qualify them for levees, rences, Viſits, 
and make them ſhine in what vulgar. minds are apt ts 


Jook upon as trifles. 


| have not yet heard any further particulars, which 
are to be obſerved in this ſociety of unfledped ſtateſmen; 
dut I muſt confeſs, had La fon of five twenty, that 
ſhonld take it into his head at that age to ſet up ſor a 
politician, I think I ſhould go near to diſinkerithim for 
à blockhead, Beſides, I ſhould be apprehenſive leſt the 
fame arts which are to enable him to ate between 
potentates might a litthe ãnfect is ordinary behaviour 
detween man and man. There is no queſtion but theſe 
young Machiawels will, in a little time, turn their col- 
lege upſide-down with plots and ſtratagems, and lay. as 
many ſchemes to circumvent one another in. a frog ora 
Aalad, as they may hereafter put in practice to quer- 

reach a neighbouring Prince or ſtate. 
We are told, that the Spartans, though they punifhed 
4heft in their young men When it was diſcovered, Yooked 
4X5 pen 
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upon it as honourable if it ſucceeded, Provided the con. 
veyance was clean and unſuſpected, a Youth might after. 
wards boaſt of it. This, ſays the hiſtorians, was to keep 
them ſharp, and to hinder them from being impoſed 
upon, either in their publick or private negotiations, 
Whether any ſuch relaxations of morality, ſuch little 
Jeux d ęſprit, ought not to be allowed in this intended 
ſeminary of politicians, I ſhall leave to the wiſdom of 
their founder. e 
In the mean time we have fair warning given us by 
this doughty body of ſtateſmen: and as Sylla ſaw many 
Marius's in Ce/ar, ſo I think we may diſcover many 
-Torcy's in this college of Academicians. Whatever we 
think of ourſelves, 1 am afraid neither our Smyrna or 
St. Tames's will be a mateh for it. Our coffee-houſes 
are, indeed, very good inflitutions,, but whether or no 

theſe our Brit:/þ ſchools of politicks may furniſh out as 

able envoys and ſecretaries as an academy that is ſet 
apart for that purpoſe, will deſerve our ſerious conſide- 
ration, eſpecially if we remember that our country is 
more famous for producing men of integrity than ſtateſ- 
men: And that on the contrary, French truth and Britiſo 
policy make a conſpicuous figure in Nor HN; as the 
earl of Rocheſter has very well obſerved in his admi- 
rable poem upon that barren ſubjeQ, L. 
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| Quæ forma, ut ſe tibi ſemper 
Imputet ? * Juv. Sat. 6. ver. 177» 
What beauty, or what chaſtity, can bear '. 
So great a price, if ſtately and ſevere. 1 
She ſtill inſults? | DRYDEN. 


7. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


© Write this to communicate to you a misfortune 
0 | which frequently happens, and therefore deſerves a 
4 conſolatory diſcourſe on the ſubject. I was within 
this half year in the poſſeſſion of as much beauty and as 
many lovers as any young Lady in England, But my ad- 
* mirers have left me, and I cannot complain of their be- 
* haviour, I have within that time had the ſmall-pox 

and this face, which (according to many amorous 
* epiſtles which I have by me) was the ſeat of all that 
is beautiful in woman, is now disfigured with ſcars. 
* It goes to the very ſoul of me to ſpeak what I really 
think of my face; and though I think I did not over- 
* rate my beauty while I had it, it has extremely ad- 
* yanced, in its value with me now it is loſt, There is 
* one circumſtance which makes my caſe very particu- 
* lar; the uglieſt fellow that ever pretended to me, was 
and is moſt in my favour, and he treats me at preſent 
* the moſt unreaſonably. If you could make him re- 
turn an obligation which he owes me, in liking a per- 
* ſon that is not amiable :—But there is, I fear, no poſ- 
* ſibility of making paſſion move by the rules of reaſon 
and gratitude, But ſay what you can to one who has 
* ſurvived herſelf, and knows not how to act in a new 
* Being, My lovers are at the feet of my 'rivals, my 
* rivals are every day bewailing me, and I cannot en- 
joy what | am, by reaſon of the diftratting reflexion 
* upon what I was. Contider the woman I was did not 
die of old age, but I was taken off in the prime of my 
2 a K6 * youth, 


— 
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youth, and according to the courſe of nature mzy 


© have forty years after-life to come. | have nothing « wh 
* of myſelf left, which I like, but that la 
Jam, $1 R, Tom 


Partheniſſi. 


When Leis of France had loſt the battle of Ramilir, 
the addreſſes to him at that time were full of his forti- 
tude, and they turn'd his misfortune to his glory; in 
that, during his proſperity, he could never have mani. 
feſted his heroic conſtancy under diſtreſſes, and fo the _ 
world had loſt the moſt eminent part of his charactes » 


Hartheniſſa's condition gives her the ſame opportunity; — 
And to reſign conqueſts is a taſk as difficult in a beauty a 


as an hero. In the very entrance u this work ſhe * 
muſt burn all her love- letters; or wa ſhe is ſo can: 

did as not to call her lovers who follow her no longer 
unfaithful, it would be a very good beginning of a ney ki 

life from that of a beauty, to fend them back to thoſe L 
who writ them, with this honeſt inſcription, Articles of he 
4 Marriage Treaty broken off by the. fmall-pex. I have 


known but one inſtance where a matter of this king N 
went on after a like misfortune, where the Lady, why 8 
Was a woman of ſpirit, writ ths-billet'to her lover. T 
$78, : 
by FF you flattered me before I had this terrible malad ; 
*.& pray come and ſee me now: If you. ſincerely : 
liked me, ſtay away; for Lam not the ſame « 


Cori Na. 


"The lover thought there was ſomething ſo ſprightly 
in her behaviour, that he anſwered; 
Madam, 
* I Am not obliged, ſince you are not the fame woman, 
I to et you know: whether I-flattered. you or not; 
but l aſſure you | do not, when I tell you I now-like 
** you: aboveall. your ſex, and hope you Ons 
| 3 1. 
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may befal me, when we are both one, as well as you do 
« what happens to yourſelf now you axe ſingle; therefore 
i [am ready to take ſuck a ſpirit for my companion as 
< ſoon as you pleaſe, 


If Partheniſſz can now poſſeſs her own mind, and think 
as little of her beauty as ſhe ought to have done when ſhe 
had it, there will be no great diminption of her charms; 
and if ſhe was formerly too much affected with them, 
eaſy behaviour will more than make up for the Joſs of 
them. Take the whole ſex together, and you find thoſe 
who have the ſtrongeſt poſſeſſien of men's hearts are not 
eminent for their beauty: You ſee it often happen chat 
thoſe who engage men to the greateſt violence, are ſack 
as thoſe who are ſtrangers to them would take to be re- 
markably deſective for that end. The fondeſt lover I 
know, ſaid-to me one day in a croud of women at an en- 
tertainment of muſick, Vou have often heard me talk of 
my beloved: That womar'there, continued he, 'fmilin 
when he had fixed my eye, is her very picture. T 
Lady he ſhewed me was by much 11 
for beauty of any in the whole aſſembly; but having 
'euriofity extremely raiſed, I could not keep my eyes 
her. Her eyes at laſt met mine, and with a ſudden ſur» 
priſe ſne looked round her to ſee ho near her {was re- 
markably handſom that l was gazing at. This little act 
explained the ſecret: She did not: underſtand herſelf for 
the object of love, and therefore ſhe was ſo. The Lover 
is a very honeſt plain man; and what charmed him was 
A 1 that goes along with him in the cares and joys 
of life, not taken up with herſelf, but fincerely attentive 
with a ready and chearfil 
'either, 

I can tell Rar/henifa for her comfort, That the beau» 
ties, generally ſpeaking, are the moſt impertinent ani 
diſagreeable of women. An apparent deſire of admi- 
tration, a reflexion upon their own+merit, and a preciſe 
behaviour in their general conduct, are almoſt inſepar- 
able accidents in beauty. All you obtain of them, is 
Sranted to importunity and -ſolicitation-for what did 


mind, to aceompany him in 


not 


— 
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not deſerve ſo much of your time, and you recover from 
the poſſeſſion of it, as out of a dream. Ry 
You are aſhamed of the vagaries of fancy which @- 
ſtrangely miſled you, and your admiration of a beauty, 
merely as ſuch, is inconſiſtent with a tolerable reflexion 
upon yourſelf: The chearful good humoured creatures, 
into whoſe heads it never entered that they could make 
any. man unhappy, are the perſons formed for making 
men happy. I here is Miſs Liday can dance a jig, raiſe 
paſte, write a good hand, keep an account, give a rea- 
Enable anſwer, and do as ſhe is bid; while her elder ſiſter 0 
Madam Martha is out of humour, has the ſpleen, learus N 
by reports of people of higher quality now ways of being 
uneaſy and diſpleaſed. And this happens for no reaſon 
in-the world, but that poor Liddy knows ſhe has no ſuch 
thing as a certain n that is ſo becoming, that there 
is not I know not what in her air: And that if ſhe talks 
like a fool, there is no one will ſay, Well! I know not 
what it is, but every thing pleaſes when ſhe ſpeaks it. 
Aſk any of the huſbands of your great beauties, and 
they will tell you that they hate their wives nine hours of 
every day they paſs together. There is ſuch a particula- 
rity for ever affe ded by them, that they are incumbred 
with their charms in all they ſay or do. They pray at 
publick devotions as they are beauties. They converſe 
on ordinary occaſions as they are beauties, Aſk Belinda 
what it is o'clock, and ſhe is at a ſtand whether ſo great 
a beauty ſhould anſwer you. In a word | think, inſtead 
of offering to adminiſter conſolation to Partheniſa, | 
ſhould congratulate her metamorphoſis; and however 
ſhe thinks ſhe was not the leaſt inſolent in the proſpe- 
rity of her charms, ſhe was enough ſo to find ſhe may 
make herſelf a much more agreeable creature in her 
preſent adverſity. The endeavour to pleaſe is highly 
promoted by a conſciouſneſs that the approbation of the 
perſon you would be agreeable to, is a favour you do 
not deſerve; for in this caſe aſſurance of ſucceſs is the 
moſt certain way to diſappointment, Good nature will 
always ſupply the abſence of beauty, but beauty cannot 
long fapply the abſence of good - nature. | 


wy 
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Have yours of this day, wherein you twice bid me 
not diſoblige you, but you muſt explain yourſelf 


, þ before I know what to do, 
ar mf humble ſervant, 
T | The SyecTaroR, 
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Verſate diu, quid ferre ez = 
Quid waleant humeri——- For. Ars Poet, ver. 39. 


Often try what weight you can ſupport, . 
* what your ſhoulders are too weak to bear. 
Ros cou uo. 


o 


Am ſo well pleaſed with the following letter, that I 
am in hopes it will not be a diſagreeable preſent ta 
the publick. | — 
SIX, | : 
: 1 believe none of your readers more ad- 
mire your agreeable manner of working up 
* trifles than myſelf, yet as your ſpeculations are now 
* ſwelling into volumes, and will in all probability paſs 
* down to future ages, methinks I would have no fingle 
ſubje& in them, wherein the general good of — 
js concern'd, left unfiniſhed. 

* I have a long time expected with great impatience 
* that you would enlarge upon the ordinary miſtakes 
* which are committed in the education of our children, 
* I the more eaſily flattered myſelf that you would one 
* time or other reſume this conſideration, becauſe you 
* tell us that your 168th paper was only compoſed of a 
* few broken hints; but finding myſelf hitherto diſap- 
pointed, I have ventured to ſend you my own thoughts 

* on this ſubject. | | 
7 oy 8 1 
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I remember Pericles, in his famous oration at the 
funeral of thoſe Athenian young men who periſhed in 
the Samien expedition, has a thought very much cele. 
* brated by ſeveral ancient oriticks, namely, That the 
© loſs which the commonwealth ſuffered by the deſtruc- 
tion of its youth, was like the loſs which the year would 
'* ſuffer by the deſtruction of the fpring. The prejudice 
* whach the publick fuſtains from. a wrong education of 

children, is an evil of che ſame nature, as it in a man- 
© ner. ſtarves poſterity, and doſrauds our country of thoſe 
'© perſons who, with duc care, + Ao an eminent 
figure in therrweſpeRive poſts of life, : 
have ſeen a book — Juan Huartes a Spanifp 
_s —— = Examen de-Ingenios, wherein he lays 
it down as oneof his firſt. poſitions, that nothing but na- 
ture can qualify a man for learning; and that without 
* a proper temperament for the particular art or ſcience 
* which he ſtudies, his utmoſt pains aad application, al- 
'< ſiſted by the ableſt maſters, will be to no purpoſe, 

Fe illuſtrates this by the example of Twhy's ſon 
Marcus. 

Cicero, in order to accompliſh his ſon in that ſort of 
learning which he defigned him for, ſent him to Atbens, 
the moit celebrated academy at that time in the world, 

© and where a vaſt concourſe, out of the. moſt polite na- 
tions, could not but furniſh the young Gentleman with 
*< a multitude of great examples and accidents that might 
'< inſenfibly have inſtructed him in his · deſigned ſtudies: 
He placed him under the care of 'Craijppus, who was 
ode of the greateſt philoſophers of the age, and, as if all 
© the books which were at that time written had not been 
*« ſufficient for his uſe, he compoſes others on purpoſe for 
him: Notwithſtanding all this, hiſtory 4aforms us, that 
-< :\Marcay proved amere bloekhead, and that nature, (who 
jt ſeems was even with the ſon for her igality to the 
father), rendered him incapableof improving by alt 
i the pules of eloquence, the precepts of philoſophy, his 
*6. own endeavours and the moſt refined converſation in 
+. Athens. This author therefore propoſes, that there 
* ſhould — triers or —— A : — by 
tha ſtate to inſpect the genius of every particular boy, 
and to allot him the * — that is moſt ſuitable to his 
. natural talents, H lan 
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« Plats in one of his di tells us, that Socrates, 
« who was the ſon of a midwiſe, uſed to ſay, that as his 
mother, though ſhe was very fkilful in her profeſſion, 
could not deliver a woman, unleſs ſhe was firſt with 
child, ſo neither could he himſelf raiſe knowlege out 
« of a mind, where nature had nat planted it. | 

* the method this —— took, of 
iaſtructing his ſcholars by ſeveral interrogatories or 
« queſtions, was only helping the birth, and bringing 
© their own thoughts to light. 

The Spanifa doctor above-mentioned, as his ſpecu- 
© lations grow more refined, aſſerts that every kind of 
* wit has a paxticular ſcience correſponding to it, and in 
* which won - can — — As to thoſe 
* genius's, which may to have an equal aptitude 
« fo ſeveral things, he regards them as ſo many unfi- - 
* niſhed pietes of nature wrought of in haſte. 

© There are indeed but very few to whom nature has 
been ſo unkiad, that they are not capable of ſhining in 
r wind. which may be duragthenes 
* know in every mind, which may 
and improved by proper applications. 

* The tory of Claviat is very well known; he was 
entered in à college of Jeſuits, and after having been 
tried at, (everal parts of learning, was upon the point 
* of being diſmiſſed as an hopeles blockhead, until one 
© of the fathers took it inte his head to make an eſfay 
© of his parts in geometry, which it ſeems hit his genius 
* io luckily, that he afterwards became one of the 
* greateſt mathematicians of the age. It is commonly 
< — that the ſagaeity of the fathers, in diſcover- 
ing the talent of a young ſtudent, has not a little 
* contributed to the figure which their order has made 
* in the world. 

How different fromm this manner of education is that 
© which prevails in our own country? Where nothing is 
more uſual than to ſee forty or fifty boys of feverat 
* ages, tempers and inclinations, ranged together in the 
* ſame claſs, employed upon the ſame authors, and en- 
joined the ſame taſks ? Whatever their natural genius 
may be, they are all to be made poets, hiſtorians, and 

: Orators. 
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. *.orators alike. They are all obliged to have the ſame 
capacity, to bring in the ſame tale of verſe, and to 
* furniſh out the ſame portion of proſe. Every boy i 
bound to have as good a memory as the captain of 
the form. To be brief, inſtead of adapting ſtudies to 
the particular genius of a youth, we expect from the © his 
© young man, that he ſhould adapt his genius to his ſu- to 


dies. This, I muſt confeſs, is not ſo much to be im. vs 
© puted-to the inſtructor, as to the parent, who will « wh 
© never be brought to believe, that his ſon is not capa- tha 
dle of performing as much as his neighbour's, and « far 
© that he'may not make him whatever he has a mind to, his 
If the preſent age is more laudable than thoſe which the 
have gone before it in any ſingle particular, it is in © ed 
©: that generous care which ſeveral well-diſpoſed perſons' Wl th 
- have taken in the education of poor children; and as in © th 
© theſe charity- ſchools there 1s no place left for the over- *th 
<: weening fondneſs of a parent, the directors of them * ta 


* would make them beneficial to the publick, if they d 
© conſidered the precept which I have been thus long 
_ ©. inculcating. They might eaſily, by well 3 

© the parts of thoſe under their inſpection, make a juſt 
© diſtribution of them into r claſſes and diviſions, 
© and allot to them this or that particular ſtudy, as their 
genius qualifies. them for profeſſions,” "trades, handi-' 
© crafts, or ſervice by ſea or land. „ 

How is this kind of regulation wanting in the three 
©, great profeſſions ! ' 

Dr. South complaining of perſons who took upon 
© them holy orders, though altogether unqualified for 
©. the ſacred function, ſays ſomewhere, that many a man 
© runs his head againſt a pulpit, who might have done 
© his country excellent ſervice at the plough tail. | 

* In like manner many a lawyer who makes but an' 
indifferent figure at the bar, might have made a very 
© elegant waterman, and have ſhined at the Temple ſtairs, 
though he can get no buſineſs in the houſe. | 

I have known a corn-cutter, who with a right edu · 
cation would have made an excellent phyſician. 

- * Todeſcend lower, are not our ſtreets Fea with ſaga- 
* cious draymen, and politicians in liveries? — — 
55 * © 1ev 
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© ſeveral tailors of ſix foot high, and meet with many a 
broad pair of ſhoulders that are thrown away upon a 
barber, when perhaps at the ſame time we ſee a pigmy 
* porter reeling under a burden, who might have ma- 
© naged aneedle with much dexterity, or have ſnapped 
© his fingers with great eaſe to himſelf and advantage 
* to the publick. 
The Spartans, though they afted with the ſpirit 
« which I am here ſpeaking of, carried it much farther 
than what I propoſe : Among them it was not lawful 
« far the father himſelf to bring up his children after 
© his own fancy. As ſoon as they were ſeven years old 
they were all lifted in ſeveral companies and diſciplin- 
© ed by the publick. The old men were ſpectators of 
© their performances, who often raiſed quarrels amopg 
them, and ſet them at ſtrife with one another, that by 
© thoſe early diſcoveries they might ſee how their ſeveral 
© talents lay, and without any regard to their quliy,, 
* diſpoſe of them accordingly for the ſerviceof the com- 
© monwealth. By this means Sparta ſoon became the 
© miſtreſs of Greece, and famous through the whole world - 
© for her civil and military diſcipline, * 
* If you think this letter deſerves a ru among your, 


* ſpeculations, I may perhaps trouble you with ſome 

other thoughts on the ſame ſubjeQ, . - 55 

: | Tam, a. 
1 Way #4 7% x. r 
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| — Yam 4 ene 
Fronte petet Lalage maritum. 
47 Her, Od. 5. lib. 2. ver. 15, 
. Lalage will ſoon proclaim 
Her Love, nor bluſh to own her flame. 
CaREECK, 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 

- | Give you this trouble in order to propoſe myſelfto 
you as an afliftant in the weighty cares which you 
| have thought fit to undergo for the publick good. 
Iam a very great loverof women, that is to ſayhoneſtly, 
and as it is natural to ſtudy what one likes, I have in- 
/ duſtriouſly applied myſelf to underſtand them. The 
* preſent circumſtance relating to them, is that I think 

4 
there wants under you, as SPECTATOR, a perſon to 
* be diſtinguiſhed and veſted in the power and quality of 
* a cenfor on marriages. I lodge at the Temple, and 
* know, by ſeeing women came hither, and afterwards 
* obſerving them conducted by their counſel to judges 
* chambers, that there is a cuſtom in caſe of making 
* conveyance of a wife's eſtate, that ſhe is carried to a 
Judge's apartment and left alone with him, to be ex. 
* amined in private whether ſhe has not been frightened 
* or ſweetned by her { into the act ſhe is going to 
* do, or whether it is of ker own free will. Now if this 
de a method founded upon reaſon and equity, why 
* ſhould there not be alſo a proper officer for examining 
'* ſuch as are entering into the ſtate of matrimony whe- 
© ther they are forced by parents on one fide, or moved 
by intereſt only on the other, to come together, and 
bring forth ſuch aukward heirs as are the product of 
half love and conſtrained compliances? There is no 


* body, thaugh [ ſay it myſelf, would be fitter for thi 
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office than I am: For I am an ugly fellow of great wit 
and ſagacity. My father was an hale country-ſquire, 
my mother a witty beagty of no fortune: The match 
« was made by conſent of my mother's parents againſt 
« her own, and | am the child of the rape on the wed- 
« ding-night; fo that I am as healthy and as homely 
as my father, but as ſprightly and agreeable as ny 
mother. It would be of great eaſe to you if you 
* would uſe me under you, that matches might be bet- 
ter regulated for the future, and we might have no 


* more children of ſquabbles. I ſhall not reveal all my 


+ pretenſions until I receive your anſwer; and am 
8 7 R, 
your moft humble fer want, 
Males Palfrey. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


I Am one of thoſe unfortunate men within the city- 
1 walls, who am married to a woman of quality, but 
© her temper is ſomething different from that of 

* Anvil, My Lady's whole time and thoughts are ſpent 
in keeping up to the mode both in apparel and furni- 
© ture, AU the goods in my houſe have been changed 


three times in ſeven years, I have had feven children 


by her: and by our marriage articles ſhe was to have 
her apartment new furniſhed as often as ſhe lay in. 
Nothing in ourhouſe N but = = is fafſhgon= 
* able; my er holds out general a year, 

plate a — chairs are not fit to fel 
that were made two years ſince, nor beds fit for any 
* thing but to ſleep in that have ſtood up above that time. 
* My is of opinion that an old-faſhioned grate con- 
* ſumes coals, but gives no heat: If ſhe drinks out of 
* glaſſes of laſt year, ſhe cannot diſtinguiſn wine from 
I Oh, dear Sir, you may gueſs all the reſt. 


Tour:. 


P. S. I could bear even all this, if I were not obliged 

* alſo to eat faßbionably. I have a plain ſtomach, and 
* have a conftant loathing of whatever comes to my own = 
table; for which reafon I dine at the Chophonfe — 
days 


— 
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© days in a week: Where the good company wonder 
they never ſee you of late. I am ſure by your unpre. 
© judiced diſcourſes you love broth better than ſoup, 


Mr. SPECTATOR, Will's, Feb. ng, 


0 * OU may believe you are a perſon as much talke; 
G of as any man in town, 1 am one of your bei 
friends in this houſe, and have laid a wager you are ſo 
* candid a man and ſo honeſt a fellow, thatyouwill print 
© this letter, though it is in recommendation of a ney 
paper called The Hiforian. I have read it carefully, and 
find 1t written with ſkill, good ſenſe, modeſty and fire, 
* You muſt allow the town is kinder to you than you de. 
© ſerve; and I doubt not but you have ſo much ſenſe of 
the world, change of humour, and inſtability of all hu- 
© man things, as to underſtand, that the only way to 
© preſerve favour is to communicate it to others with 
good nature and judgment. You are ſo generally read, 
that what you ſpeak of will be read. This with men 
of ſenſe and taſte is all that is wanting to recommend 
s The Hiftorian. 


Jam, Sir, 
your daily Advocate, . 
Reader Gentle, 


- I was. very much ſurpriſed this morning, that any one 
ſhould find out my lodging, and know it ſo well, as to 
come directly to mycloſet-door, and knock at it, to give 
me the following letter. When I came out I opened 
it, and ſaw by a very ſtrong pair of ſhoes and a warn 
coat the bearer had on, that he walked all the way to 
bring it me, though dated from York. My misfortune 
is that I cannot talk, and | found the meſſenger had ſo 
much of me, that he could think better than ſpeak. He 
had, I obſerved, a polite diſcerning hid under a ſhrewd 
ruſticity: He delivered the paper with a YTor4/hire tone 
and a town leer. 
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Mr: SPECTATOR, | 
s F E privilege you have indulged John Trot has 
. proved of very bad conſequence to our illuſtrious 
* aſſembly, which, beſides the many excellent maxims i 
2 J : 15 


— _ 


a 
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« is founded upon, is remarkable for the extraordin 

« decorum always obſerved in it. One inſtance of whi 
« is that the Carders, (who are always of the firſt quality) 
never begin to play until the French-Dances are Knick 

ed, and the country-dances begin: But Johr Trot hav- 
ing now got your commiſſion in his pocket, (which 
every one here has a profound reſpect for) has the aſ- 
« ſurance to ſet up for a minuet-dancer. Not only ſo, 
but he haz, brought down upon us the whole body of 
« the Trots, which are very numerous, with their auxi- 
« liaries the hoblers and the ſkipers, by which means 
« the time is ſo much waſted, that unleſs we break all 
rules of government, it muſt redound to the utter fub- 
« verſion of the Brag Table, the diſcreet members of 
which value time, as Fribb/e's wife does her pin-money. 
We are pretty well aſſured that your indulgence to 
« Trat was only in relation to country-dances; however, 
« we have deferred iſſuing an order of council upon the 
« premiſes, hoping to get you to join with us, that Troe, 
nor any of his clan, preſume for the future to dance 
« any but country-dances, unleſs a hornpipe upon a 
« feltival-day, - If you will do this you will oblige a 
« great many Ladies, and particularly C3 | 


your moſt humble: ſervant, 
Vert, Feb. 16. Eliz. Sweepſtakes. 


* meant any other than that Mr. Trot ſhould 
confine himſelf to country-dances. And I further 
direct, that he ſhall take out none but his own relations 
according to their nearneſs of blood, but any Gentle- 
woman may take out him, 


Londen, Feb. 21. The SPECTATOR, 


SSS 


February 23. 


4 e th 


* 


FY 
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Di, quibus imperium eff animarum, umbreque filent 
#t =—_ & * l loca node filentia 2 1 | 
Sit mihi fas audita loqui! fit numine veſtro 
Pandere res alta terra & caligine mer/as; 
Virg. En. 6. ver. 26, 


Ye realms, yet unreveal'd to human fight, 

Ye Gods who rule the regions of the night, 

Ye gliding ghoſts; permit me to relate 

The myſtic wonders of your filent ſtate, Dxvyoey, 


Have before obſerved in general, that the perſon 
whom Miltos introduces into his poem always diſco- 
ver ſuch ſentiments and behaviour as are in a peci- 
har manner conformable to their reſpective charafters, 
Every circumſtance in their fpeeches and actions is with 
| or: juſtneſs and delicacy adapted to the perſons who 
peak and aft. As the poet very much excels in thi 
conſiſtency of his characters, I ſhall beg leave to con- 
der ſeveral paſſages of the ſecond book in this light, 
That ſuperior greatneſs and mock-majeſty, which is ab 
cribed to the 1 —— of the fallen angels, is admirably 
preferved in the beginning of this book, His opening 
and clofing the debate: Hts taking on himfelf that great 
— at the thought of which the whole infernal af- 
ſembly trembled: His encountring the hideous phantom 
who guarded the gates of hell, and appeared to him in 
all his terrors; are inſtances of that proud and daring 
mind which could not brook ſubmiſſion even to Omar 
potence. 


Satan wwas wow at hand, and from his ſeat 

. The monſter moving on*ward came as faſt 
With horrid ftrides, hell trembled as he ftrodt ; 
Th' undaunted fiend what this might be admir'd, 
Aamir 4, not fear'd — 


The 
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The ſame boldneſs and tntrepidity of behaviour diſ- 
oyers itſelf in the ſeveraladventares which he meets with 
juring his p_ through the regions of unformed mat- 
er, and particularly in his addreſs to thoſe tremendous 
,owers who are deſcribed as preſiding over it. 

The part of Moloch is likewiſe in all its circumſtances 
all of that fire and fury which diſtinguiſh this ſpirit from 
he reſt of the fallen angels. He is deſcribed in the firſt 
book as beſmeared with the blood of human ſacrifices, 
and delighted with the tears of parents and the cries of*<; 
hildren. in the ſecond book he is marked out as th 
kerceſt ſpirit that fought in heaven: And if we confi 
he figure which he makes in the ſixth book, where: 
battle of the angels is deſcnibed, we find it every way att» 
werable to the ſame furious enraged character. . 


lere the might of Gabriel fougbt, 
And with fierce enfigns pierc'd the arep array 
Of Moloc, furious rs 4 who him defy'd, | 
And at his chariot-æubeelt to dri bim bound 
Threaten'd, nor from the holy one of bea v 
Refrain'd his tongue blaſphemous ; but anon 
Dawn cloven to the waſte, with ſhatter'd arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing, 


It may be worth while to obſerve, that Miſtos has re- 
reſented this violent impetuous ſpirit, who is hurried on 


is aby ſuch precipitate paſſions, as the firf that riſes in that 
rably Wſembly, to give his opinion upon theirpreſent poſture of 
ening fairs. Accordingly he declares himſelf abruptly for war, 
great Wand appears incenſedathis companions, forloting ſo much 


ime as even to deliberate upon it. All his ſentiments 
raſh, audacious, and deſperate. Such is that ofarm- 
ng themſelves with their tortures, and turning their 
puniſaments upon him who inflited them. 


—— No, let us rather chooſe, 
Arm'd with. hell flames and fury, all at once 
O'er heavens high tow'rs to force reſiſtlgſi way, 
urning our tortures into horrid arms _. 
Againſt the tort rer; when to meet the noiſe 
Of his almighty engine he ſhall bear 
Vol. IV. L | Infernal 


The 


— 
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Infernal thunder, and for lightning ſae 
Black fire and herror ſhot with equal ra 
Among his angels; and his throne it/el, 


Mixt with | artarean Sulphur, and 'ffrange Are, « h 
His own invented torments : b 
ni 
His preferring annihilation to ſhame or miſery, is gl C 
Nan ſuitable to his character; as the comfort he dan N 
rom their diſturbing the peace of heaven, that if it be u 4 
victory is revenge, is a ſentiment truly diabolical, , 1 
becoming the bitterneſs of this implacable ſpirit. Wi 
Belial is deſcribed in the firſt book, as the idol of th No! 
lewd and luxurious. He is in the ſecond book purſum i 1 
to that deſcription, characteriſed as timorous and {lothfal; Br 
and if we look in the ſixth book, we find him celebrats . 
in the battle of angels for nothing but that ſcofig It o. 
ſpeech which he makes to Satan, on their ſuppoſed ad 3 
tage over the enemy. As his n is uniform, al... .. 
of a piece, in theſe three ſeveral views, we find his ſen ¶Nian 
ments in the infernal aſſembly every way conformabley =P 
his character. Such are his apprehenſions of a ſecond ba-WWſ..... 
tle, his horrors of annihilation, his preferring to kW ..:. 
miſerable rather than vf te be. I need not obſerve, HCA 
the contraſt of thought in this ſpeech, and that wh 
precedes, gives an agreeable variety to the debate, Shs 


Mammon s character is ſo fully drawn in the firſt book 

that the poet adds nothing to it in the ſecond, We ue 5, 
before told, that he was the firſt who taught mankind u 74. 
ranſack the earth for gold and filver, and that he was te 7»: 
architect of Pandemonium, or the infernal palace w ] 4 
the evil ſpirits were to meet in council. His ſpeech u 
this book is every way ſuitable to fo depraved a charadia 
How proper is that reflexion, of their being unablen 
taſte the happineſs of heaven were they actually ther, 
in the mouth of one, who, while he was in heaven, ! 
ſaid to have had his mind dazzled with theoutward pon 
and glories of the place, and to have been more inten 
on the richesof the pavement. than on the beatifick vibo 
I thall alſo leave the reader to judge how agreeable it 
following ſentiments are to the ſame — 


— 1 * 
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Full counſel muſt mature : 
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Of darkneſs do wwe dread ! How oft amidſt 
hick clouds and dark doth brav all- ruling fire 

Chooſe to refede, his glory unobſeured, 

And with the majeſty of darkneſs round 

Covers his throne ; from whence deep thunders roar 

Muftering their rage, and heav'n reſembles bell ? 

As he our darkneſs, cannot wwe his light 

Initate when we pleaſe? This deſert ſoil 

Wants not her hidden luftre, gems and gold; 

Nor want wwe ſtill or art, from whence to raiſe 

Magnificence ; and what can heav'n ſhew more ? 


Beelzebub, who is reckoned the ſecond in dignity that 
ll, and is in the firſt book, the ſecond that awakens 


ut of the trance, and confers with Satan upon the ſitua- 
jon of their affairs, maintains his rank in the book now 
defore us. There is a wonderful majeſty deſcribed in his 
iſing up to ſpeak. He acts as a kind of moderator be- 
ween the two oppoſite parties, and propoſes a third un- 
lertaking. which the whole aſſembly gives into. The 
notion he makes of detaching one of their body in ſearch 
ff a new world is grounded upon a project deviſed by 
Latan, and curſorily propoſed by him in the following 
ines of the firſt book, | 


Space roduce new worlds, whereof fo ri 
There —_ a fame in heav'n, that be _ 
Intended to create, and therein plant 

A generation, <uvhom his choice regard 

Should favour equal to the fons of head n; 
Thither, if but to pry, ſhall be perhaps 

Our firft eruption, thither or eſſeaubers: 

For this inferzal pit ſpall never hold 

Celeſtial ſpirits in bondage, nor th aby/z 

Long under darkneſs cover. But theſe thaughts 


[tis on this project that Bee/zebub grounds his propoſal. 


What if we find 

Some eafier enterpriſe * There is a place 

{If ancient and — fame in heaw'n 
2 


Err 
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T hat ſhook heav'n s whole circumference, confirm d. 


th 


The reader may obſerve how juſt it was not to omitin 


No 0 

Err not) anther world, the happy feat 

of ſome new race call d Max, about this time 
o be created like to us, though le/s 

In power and excellence, but favour'd more 

Cf him who rules above ; fo was his will 

Pronoanc'd among the Gods, and by an oath, 


e firſt book the project upon which the whole pon ll" 


turns: As alſo that the prince of the fallen angels wu Wl 
the only proper perſon to give it birth, and that the nen 


to 


fu 


him in dignity was the fitteſt to ſecond and ſupport it 
1 here is beſides, I think, ſomething wonderfully beauti. 


ancient prophecy or report in heaven, concerning the 
creation of man. Nothing could ſhew more the dipniy 
of the ſpecies, than this tradition which ran of them be- 
fore their exiſlence. They are repreſ-nted to have been ¶ bit: 
the talk of heaven before they were created. Virgil, in Wl the 
compliment to the Rowan commonwealth, makes the Wl nat 
heroes of it appear in their ſtate of pre-exiſtence ; bu WM 6:1 


P 
l. and very apt to affect the reader's imagination in this : 
0 
: 


Milton does a far _ honour to mankind in genera, ed. 
as he gives us a glimpſe of them even before they are it | 
being. | We | 
The riſing of this great aſſembly is deſcribed in a ver! ce 
ſublime and poetical manner. pit 
T heir riſing all at once was as the ſound 
Of thunder heard remote — - 
The diverſions of the fallen angels, with the particulu WW Þ« 
account of their place of habitation, are deſcribed with hc 
great pregnancy of thought, and copiouſneſs of invention, Al 


T 


he diverſions are every way ſuit.ble to beings who hal ai 


nothing left them but ſtrength and knowledge milay WF ©! 


plied. Such are their contention at the race, and in feat L 
of arms with their entertainment in the following lines. 5 


„ 


Or bers with vaſt Typhæan rage more l! 
Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 
{a whirkwind, bell ſcarce holds the wild uproar, 
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Their muſick is employed in celebrating their own 
criminal exploits, and their diſcourſe in ſounding the un- 
fathomable depths of fate, free-will, and foreknowledge. 

The ſeveral circumſtances in the deſcription of hell are 
fnely imagined; as the four rivers which diſgorge them- 
ſelves into the ſea of fire, the extremes of cold and heat, 
and the river of oblivion. The monſtrous animals pro- 
duced in that infernal world are repreſented by a ſingle 
line, which gives us a more horrid idea of them, than a 
much longer deſcription would have done, 


— Nature breeds, 
Perverſe, all monſtrous, and prodigious things, 
Abominable, initterable, all worſe © 

Than fables yet-have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd, 
Gergons and hydra's, and chimera's dire, 


This epiſode of the fallen ſpirits, and their place of ha- 
bitation, comes in very happily to unbend the mind of 
the reader from its attention to the debate. An ordi- 
nary poet would indeed-have ſpun out ſo many circum- 
ſtances to a great length, and by that means have weaken. 
ed, inſtead of illuſtrated, the principal fable. 

Theflightof Satan to the gates ofhell is finely imagined, 

] have already declared my opinion of the allegory con- 
cerning Sin and Death, which is however a very finiſhed 
piece in its kind, when it ĩs not conſidered as a part of an 
epic poem. The genealogy of the ſeveral perſons is con- 
trived with great delicacy. Sin is the daughterof Satan, 
and Death the offspring of Sin. he inceſtuous mixture 
between Six and Death produces thoſe monſters and hell- 
hounds which from time to time enter into their mother, 
and tear the bowels of her who gave them birth. I heſe 
are the terrors of an evil conſcience, and the proper fruits 
of Lin, which naturally riſe from the apprehenſions of 
Death, This laſt beautiful moral is, 1 think, clearly 
intimated in the ſpeech of Sin, where complaining of 
this her dreadful iſſue, ſhe adds, 


Before mines eyes in oppoſition fits 
Grim Death my ſon and foe, who ſets them on, 
And me bis parent would fall ſoon devour 
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a confederacy together, and how properly Sin is made t 


| Imaginary perſons deſcribed, as reſiding in that imme 


in a poet which has not life and manners aſcribed to! 
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For avant of other prey, but that he kniws 
His end with mine involy'd 


T need not mention to the reader the beautiful cirem 
ſtance inthe laſt part of this quotation, He will likes 
obſerve how naturally the threeperſons concerned inth 
allegory are tempted by one common intereſt to enterim 


portreſs of hell, and the only being that can open ty 


gates to that world of tortures. 7 
The deſcriptive part of this allegory is likewiſe v 
ſtrong, and full of ſublime ideas. The figure of Def 1 
the regal crown upon his head, his menace of Satan: H the 
advancing to the combat, the outcry at his birth, are dh of t 
cumſtances too noble to be paſt over in ſilence, and , full 


tremely ſuitable to this King of Terrors. I need not mer 
tion the juſtneſs of thought which is obſerved in the ge 
neration of theſe ſeveral ſymbolical perſons; that Sir wy 
produced upon the firſt revoltof Satan, that Death appes 
ed ſoon after he was caſt into hell, and that the terron 
conſcience were conceived at the gate of this placed 


torments. The deſcription of the gates is very poetic, © 
as the opening of them is full of Milton's ſpirit. 
— Ona ſudden open fly 
With impetuous recoil and jarring found 
TH infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harſh thunder, that the loweſt bottom 6 
Of Erebus, She open d, but to ſput 4 
xcell'd her pow'r ; the gates wide open flood, 6 
That with extended wings a banner d hoſt 6 
4 


Under fpread enfigns marching might paſs through 
With horſe and chariots rank'd in looſe array; 

So wide they flood, and like a furnace mouth 
Caſt forth redounding /mote and ruddy flame. 


In Satan's voyage through the Chaos there are ſeven 


waſte of matter. This may perhaps be conformable # 
the taſte of thoſe criticks who are pleaſed with nothit 


but for my own part, I am pleaſed moſt with thoſe fi 
ſages in this deſcription which carry in them a Lies 
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meaſure of probability, and are ſuch as might poſſibly have 
happened. Of this kind is his firſt mounting in the ſmoke 
that riſes from the infernal pit, his falling into a cloud of 
nitre, and the like combuſtible materials, that by their 
II like exploſion ſtill hurried him forward to his voyage; his 
| ſpringing upward like a pyramid of fire, with his labo- 
enter wi nous paſſage through that confuſion of elements which 
Mace til the poet calls 


open th 
1 The womb of Nature, and perhaps her grave. 
We yer | 
of Dau The glimmering light which ſhot into the Chaos from 


tant Hy the utmoſt verge of the creation, with the diſtant diſcovery 
are ch of the earth that hung cloſe by the moon, are wonder- 
and e fully beautiful and poetical. | L 
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Connubio jungam ſtabili— Virg. En. 1. ver. 77. 
Pll tie th' indiſſoluble marriage-knot. 


Mr. SyzCTATOR, 4 


* T Ama certain young woman that love a certain young 
© | man very heartily ; and my father and mother were 
for it a great while, but now they ſay I can do bet- 
* ter, but 1 think I cannot. They bid me love him, and 
* I cannot unlove him. What muſt i do? ſpeak — 

Biddy Doau- babe. 


Dear 8e, . Feb. 19, 712. 


y 1 Have loved a Lady entirely for this year and half, 
* 4 though for a great part of the time (which has con- 
* tributed not a little to my pain 1 have been debarred 
the liberty of converſing with her. | he grounds of our 
* difference was this ; that when we had inquired into 
each other's circumſtances, we found that at our firſt ſet- 
L 4 * ting 
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ting out into the world, we ſhould owe five hundre 
pounds more than her fortune would pay off. My eſlat 
is ſeven hundred pounds a year, beſides the benefit ofti 
* mines. Now, dear Sy E c, upon this ſtate of the cafe 
and the Lady's poſitive declaration that there is {till ng 
© other objection, I beg you will not fail to inſert this, 
* with your opinion as ſoon as poſſible, whether this ought 
© to be eſteemed a juſt cauſe or impediment why we ſhould 
not be joined, and you will for ever oblige 


yours fincerely, 
Dick Lovefick, 


P. S. Sir, if I marry this _ by the aſſiſtance of 
© your opinion, you may expeR a favour for it. 


Mr. Sy ECTATOR, 


I Have the misfortune to be one of thoſe unhappy 
men who are diſtinguiſhed by the name of diſcarded 
lovers; but | am the leſs mortified at my diſgrace, be- 
«* cauſe the young Lady is one of thoſe creatures who ſet 
up for negligence of men, are forſooth the moſt rigid! 

virtuou in the world, and yet their nicety will permit 
them at the command of parents to go to bed to the moſt 
atter ſtranger that can be propoſed to them. As tome my- 
* ſelf, I was introduced by the father of my miſtreſs; but 
find I owe my being at firſt received to a compariſon of 
my eſtate with thatof a former lover, and that [am now 
in like manner turned off to give way to an humble ſer- 
* vant ſtill richer than | am. What makes this treatment 
the more extravagant is, that the ne nc ( is in the 
management of this way of fraud, and obeys her father's 
* orders on thoſe occaſions without any manner of reluc- 
© tance, but does it with the ſame air that one of your 
men of the world would ſignify the neceſſity of affairs 
* ſor turning another out of office. When I came home 
* laſt night, I found this letter from my miſtreſs, 


SIR, 


66 I Hope you will not think it is any manner of dit 
«« | reſpe& to your perſon or merit, that the intended 
„ nuptials 
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« nuptials between us are interrupted. My father ſays 
© he has a much better offer for me than you can make, 
« and has ordered me to break off the treaty between 
« us, If it had proceeded, I ſhould have behaved myſclf 
« with all ſuitable regard to you, but as it 1s, 1 beg we 
« may be ſtrangers for the future, Adieu. 

| LYDIA. 


eng © 


© This great indifference on this ſubject, and the mer- 
© cenary motives for making alliances, is what I think 
( lies naturally before you, and | beg of you to give me 
your thoughts upon it. My anſwer to Lydia was as fol- 
© lows, which I hope you will approve ; for you are to 
know the woman's family affect a wonderful eaſe on 
« theſe occaſions, though they expect it ſhould be pain- 
i fully received on the man's fide. 


MaDAM, 


« F Have received yours, and knew the prudence of 


6 I your houſe ſo well, that I always took care to be 
«i y 


to obey your commands, though they ſhould be 
"to ſee er no more. Pray give my ſervice to all the 
a 


2 mily. c 
** . \ Adieu. 
« The opera ſubſcrip- 


Clitophon, 
* tion is full. . 
Memorandum. The cenſor of marriage to conſider this ' 

letter, and report the common uſages on ſuch treaties, with 

bow many pounds or acres are generally eſteemed ſufficient 
reaſon for preferring a new to an old pretender ; with his 

— what is proper to be determined in. ſuch cafes for tus 

uture, | > 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


1 RE is an elderly perſon lately left off bufinefs 
and ſettled in our town, in order, as he thinks, to 
* retire from the world; but he has brought with him 
* ſuchan inclination to tale bearing, that he diſturbs both 
himſelf and all our * RREIDs Notwithſtanding 

. 5 * this 


5 
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* this frailty the honeſt Gentleman is ſo happy as to hare 
no enemy: At the ſame time he has not one friend why 
will venture to acquaint him with his weakneſs, It i; 
not to be doubted but if this failing were ſet in a proper 
© light, he would quickly perceive the indecency and evil 
0 conſequences of it. Now, Sir, this being an infirmity 
* which | hope may be corrected, and knowing thathepayz 
much deference to JoÞ, beg that when you are at lei. 
* ſure, to give us a ſpeculation on goſſiping, you would 
think of my neighbour: You will hereby oblige ſeveral 
* who will be glad to find a reformation in their gray. 
* haired friend: And how becoming will it be for hin 
« inſtead of pouring forth words at all adventures, to ſet 
a watch before the door of his mouth, to refrain hi, 
* Tongue, to check its impetuoſity, and guard againf 
the ſallies of that little pert, forward, buſy perſon; which, 
* under a ſober conduct, might prove a uſeful member 
© of a ſociety. In compliance with thoſe intimations, [ 
* have taken the liberty to make this addreſs to you, 


Jan Sir, 
your moſt obſcure ſervant, 
* Philanthropos 
Mr. SPECTATOR, Feb. 16, 1712, 


6 1 is to petition you in behalf of myſelf and 
a many more of your gentle readers, that at any 
« time when you may have private reaſons againlt letting 
* us know what you think yourſelf, you would be pleaſed 
to pardon us ſuch letters of your correſpondents as ſeen 
to be of no uſe but to the printer. 

© It is further our humble requeſt, that you would ſub- 
« ſtitute advertiſements in the r of ſuch epiſtles; aud 
that · in order hereunto Mr. Buckizy may be authoriſed 


Atto take up of your zealous friend Mr. Charles Lilli, 


any quantity of words he ſhall from time to time have 
0 2 for. 


* The many uſeful parts of knowledge which may be 

* communicated to the publick this way, will, we hope, 
de a conſideration in favour of your petitioners, 

and your petitioners, xt. 

Nitt, 
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Note, That particular regard be had to this petition 
and the papers marked letter R may be carefully exa- 
mined for the future. 1 
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Nec weneris pharetris macer eft, aut lampade forwet : 
Inde faces ardent, veniunt à dote ſagitte. 
Juv. Sat. 6. ver. 137. 


He ſighs, adores, and courts her ev'ry hour: 
Who wou'd not do as much for ſuch a dow'r ? 


DayDpiNn. 


* T Am amazed that among all the variety of characters, 
* |} with which you have enriched your ſpeculations, 
* * you have never given us a picture of thoſe audacious 
young fellows among us, who commonly go by the 
name of Fortune-Stealers, You muſt know, Sir, I am 
* one who live in a continual apprehenſion of this ſort of 
people that lie in wait, day and night, for our children, 
and may be conſidered as a kind of kidnappers within 
the law. | am the father of a young heireſs, whom I 
© beginto look upon as marriageable, and who has looked 
* upon herſelf as ſuch for above theſe ſix years. She is 
now in the eighteenth year of her age. The fortune» 
© hunters have already caſt their eyes upon her, and take 
care to plant themſelves in her view whenever ſhe ap- 
* pears in any publick aſſembly. I have myſelf caught a 
young jackanapes with a pair of ſilver fringed gloves in 
the very fact. You muſt know, Sir, I have kept her ag 
* a priſoner of ſtate ever ſince ſhe was in her teens. Her 
* chamber-windows are croſs-barred ; ſhe is not permit- 
ted to go out of the houſe but with her keeper, who is 
© a ſtayed relation of my own ; | have likewiſe forbid her 
the ufe of pen and =, for this twelve- month laſt paſt, 

* and 
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© and do not ſuffer a band - box to be carried into her room 
* before it has been ſearched. Notwithſtanding theſe 
precautions, I am at my wits end for fear of any ſudden 
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* ſurpriſe. There were, two or three nights ago, ſome 
© fiddles heard in the ſtreet, which l am afraid portend 
© me no good; not to mention a tall Iriſpman, that has 
© been ſeen walking before my houſe more than once this 
winter. My kinſwoman likewiſe informs me, that the 
girl has talked to her twice or thrice of a Gentleman in 
* fair wig, and that ſhe loves to go to church more than 
* ever ſhe did in her life, She gave me the lip about a 
* week ago, upon which my whole houſe was in alarm, 
© I immediately diſpatched a hue and cry after her ta the 
change, to her mantua-maker, and to the young Ladies 
© that viſit her; but after above an hour's ſearch ſhe're. 
turned of herſelf, having been taking a walk, as ſhe told 

© me, by Ro/amond"s pend. I have hereupon turned off 
her woman; doubled her guards, and given new inftruc- 
tions to my relation, who, to give her her due, keeps 
watchful eye over all her motions, This, Sir, keeps 
* me in a perpetual anxiety, and makes me very often 
watch when my daughter ſleeps, as I am afraid ſhe is 
© even with me in her turn. Now, Sir, what | would de- 
© fire of you is, to repreſent to this fluttering tribe of 
© young fellows, who are for making their fortunes by 
* theſe indireR means, that ſtealing a man's daughter for 
© the ſake of her portion, is but a kind of a tolerated rob- 
bery; and that they make but a poor amends to the 
father, whom they plunder after this manner, by going 
to bed with his child. Dear Sir, be ſpeedy in your 
thoughts on ahis ſubjeR, that, if poſſible, they may ap- 
* pear before the diſbanding of the army. 
J am, Sir, 
your moſt bumble ſervant, + 
. | } IF Tim. Watchwell. 
. Themiflockes, the great Athenian General, being aſked 
whether he would chooſe to marry his daughter to an 

* Indigent man of merit, or to a worthlefs man of an eſtate, 

replied, That he ſhould prefer a man without an eſtate, 

to an eſtate without a man. The work of it is, our -_ 


"» 
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gern fortune-hunters are thoſe. who turn their heads that 
way, becauſe they are good for nothing elſe. If a young 
fellow finds he can make nothing of Cote and Littleton, 
he provides himſelf with a ladder of ropes, and by that 
means very often enters upon the premiſes. | 

The ſame art of ſcaling has likewiſe been practiſed 
with good ſucceſs by many military ingineers, Strata- 

ms of this nature make parts and induſtry ſuperfluous, 
and cut ſhort the way to riches, | 

Nor is vanity a leſs motive than idleneſs to this kind of 
mercenary purſuit. A fop, whoadmires his perfon in a 

laſs, ſoon enters into a reſolution of making his fortune 

y it, not queſtioning but every woman that falls in his 
way will do him as much juſtice as be does himſelf. When 
an heireſs ſees a man throwing particular graces into his 
ogle, or talking loud within her hearing, ſhe ought to 
look to herſelf ; but if withal ſhe obſerves a pair of red 
heels, a patch, or any other particularity in his dreſs, ſhe 
cannot take too much care of her perſon. Theſe are 
baits nottobetrifled with, charms that have done a world 
of execution, and made their way into hearts which have 
been thought impregnable. The force of a man with 
theſe qualifications is ſo well known, that I am credibly 
informed there are ſeveral female undertakers about the 
change, who upon the arrival of a likely man out of a 
neighbouring kingdom, will furniſh him with proper 
dreſs from head to foot, to be paid for at a double price 
on the day of — 

We muſt however diſtinguiſh between fortune-hunters 
and fortune-ſtealers. Ihe firſt are thoſe aſſiduous Gentle- 
men who employ their whole lives in the chace, without 
ever coming at the quarry. Suffenus has combed and 
powdered at the Ladies for thirty years together, and 
taken his ſtand in a fide box, until he is grown wrinkled 
under their eyes. He is now laying the ſame ſnares for 
the preſent generation of beauties, which he practiſed on 
their mothers. Cottilus, after having made his applica- 
tions to more than you meet with in Mr. Cowley's ballad 
of miſtreſſes, was atlaſt ſmitten withacity Lady of 200004, 
Sterling ; but died of old age before he could bring mat- 
ters to bear. Nor muſt I here omit my worthy 3 


254 TAT SyrcCTATOR Ny 


Mr. Hox EY OUR, who has often told us in the club 
that for twenty years ſucceflively, upon the death of: 
childleſs rich man, he immediately drew on his boots, 
called for his horſe, and made up to the widow. When 
he is rallied upon his ſucceſs, 3 L L, with his uſud 
gaiety tells us, that he always found her pre- engaged. 
Widows are indeed the great game of your fortune. 
hunters, There is ſcarce a young fellow in the town of 
ſix foot high, that has not paſſed in review before ons 
or other of theſe wealthy relicts. Hudibras's Cupid, who 


— bis ftand 
. Upon @ widows jointure land, 


is daily employed in throwing darts, and kindling flame, 
But as for widows, they are ſuch a ſubtle generation of 
people, that they may be left to their own conduct; or if 
they make a falſe ſtep in it, they are anſwerable for it to 
no body but themſelves. The young innocent creatures 
who have no knowledge and experience of the world, are 
thoſe whoſe ſafety I would principally conſult in this ſpe- 
culation. The ſtealing of ſuch an one ſhould in my opini- 
on, be as puniſhable as a rape, Where there is no judg- 
ment there is no choice ; and why the inveigling a wo- 
man before ſhe 1s come to years of diſcretion, ſhould not 
be as criminal as the ſeducing of her before ſhe is ten 
years old, I am at a loſs to comprehend. L 
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Nuod huic officium, que laus, quod decus erit tanti, quod 
adipiſci cum dolore corporis welit, qui dolorem ſurmmum 
malum fibi perſunſerit * Quam porrò quis ignominian, 
quam turpitudinem non pertulerit, at Nei, dolorem, ſi 
id ſummum malum eſſè derreverit? * 

4 


What duty will a man perform, what praiſe, what honour 
will he think worth purchafing at the expence of his 
eaſe, who is perſuaded that — is the greateſtoſ evils? 
And what ignominy, what baſeneſs will he not ſabmit 
to, in order to avoid pain, if he has determined it to 
be the work of misfortunes ? 


ſo weak, that it is abſolutely neceſſary for them to 
know ſorrow and pain to be in their right ſenſes. Pro- 
ſperous people (for happy there are none) are hurried away 
with a fond ſenſe of their preſent condition, and thought- 
leſs of the mutability of fortune : Fortune is a term which 
we muſt uſe in ſuch diſcourſes as theſe, for what is 
wrought by the unſeen hand of the diſpoſer of all things, 
But methinks the diſpofitionofamind whichis truly great, 
is that which makes misfortunes and ſorrows little when 
they befal ourſelves, great and lamentable when they be- 
fal other men, The moſt unpardonable malefactor in the 
world going to his death and bearing it with compoſure, 
would win the pity of thoſe who ſhould behold him ; 
and this not becauſe his calamity 1s deplorable, but be- 
cauſe he ſeems himſelf not to deplore it: We ſuffer for 
him who is leſs ſenſible of his own miſery, and are in- 
clined to deſpiſe him who ſinks under the weight of his 
diſtreſſes. On the other hand, without any touch ofenvy, 
a temperate and well-governed mind looks down on fach 
as are exalted with ſucceſs, with a certain ſhame for the 
imbecillity 


1 is a very melancholy reflexion, that men are 
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imbecillity of human nature, that can ſo far forget how 
liable it 1s to calamity, as to grow giddy with only the ſuf. 
pence of ſorrow which is the portion of all men, He 
therefore who turns his face from the unhappy man, who 
will not look again when his eye is caſt upon modeſt or. 
row, who ſhuns affliction like a contagion, does but pam. 
per himſelf up for a ſacrifice, and contract in himſelf x 
reater aptitude to miſery by attempting to eſcape it. A 
entleman, where I happened to be laſt night, fell into 

a diſcourſe which I thought ſhewed a good diſcerning in 
him : He took notice that whenever men have looked in- 
to their heart for the idea of true excellency in human na- 
ture, they have found it to conſiſt in ſuffering aftera right 
manner and with a good grace. Heroes are always drawn 
bearing ſorrows, ſtruggling with adverſities, undergoing 
all kinds of hardſhips, and having in the ſervice of man- 
kind a kind of appetite to difficulties and dangers, The 
Gentleman went on to obſerve, that ir is from this ſecret 
ſenſe of the high merit which there is in patience under 
calamities, that the writers of romances, when they at- 
tempt to furniſh out characters of the higheſt excellence, 
— nature for things terrible ; they raiſe a new crea- 


tion of monſters, dragons, and giants; where the danger 


ends, the hero ceaſes ; when he won an empire, or gained 
his miſtreſs, the reſt of his ſtory is not worth relating. My 
friend carned his diſcourſe fo far asto ſay, that it was for 
higher Beings than men to join happineſs and greatneſs 
in the ſame idea; but that in our condition we have no 
conception of ſuperlative excellence, or heroiſm, but as 
it is ſurrounded with a ſhade of diſtreſs. 

It is certainly the proper education we ſhould giygour- 
ſelves, to be prepared for the ill events and 00 | we 
are to meet with in a life ſentenced to be a ſcene of ſor- 
row: But inſtead of this expectation, we ſoften ourſelves 
with proſpects ofconſtantdelight, anddeſtroyinour minds 
the ſeeds of fortitude and virtue, which ſhould ſapport us 
in hours of anguiſh. The conftant purſuit of pleaſure 
has in it ſomething inſolent and improper for our Being. 
- 'There is a pretty ſober livelineſs in the ode of Herace to 
Delius, where he tells him, loud mirth, or immoderate 

forrow, inequality of behaviour either in proſperity or 
adverlity, 


Ne 317 


adverſit 
Moder: 
minds 
health, 
liable ti 
them v 
their v: 
certain 
this the 
ſeen ev 
proſpe! 
the wo 
not age 
upbra1 
Pompe) 
ner th. 
allevia 
philoſe 
curioſi 
fndin! 
that he. 
may, 
the pe 
evil. 
from 
be as 


never 


No 312 THE SPEETATOR, 257 


adverſity, are alike ungraceful in man that is born to die. 
Moderation in both circumſtances is peculiar to generous 
minds: Men of that ſort ever taſte the gratifications of 
}Lalth, and all other advantages of life, as if they were 
liable to part with them, and when bereft of them, reſign 
them with a greatneſs of mind which ſhews they know 
their value and duration. The contempt of pleaſure is a 
certain preparatory for the contempt of pain : Without 
this the mind is as it were taken ſuddenly by an unfore- 
ſeen event ; but he that has always, during health and 
proſperity, been abſtinent in his ſatisfactions, enjoys, in 
the worſt of difficulties, the reflexion, that his anguiſh is 
not aggravated with the compariſon of paſt pleaſures which 
upbraid his preſent condition. Tully tells us a ſtory after 
Pompey, which gives us a good taſte of the pleaſant man- 
ner the men of wit and philoſophy had in old times of 
alleviating the diſtreſſes of life by the force of reaſon and 
philoſophy. Pompey, when he came to Rhodes, had a 
curioſity to viſit the famous philoſopher Pofidenius ; but 
finding him in his ſick bed, he bewailed the misfortune 
that he ſhould not hear a diſcourſe from him : But you 
may, anſwered Pofidonius ; and immediately entered into 
the point of ſtoical philoſophy, which ſays pain is not an 
evil. During the diſcourſe, upon every puncture he felt 
from his diſtemper, he ſmiled and cried out, Pain, Pain, 
be as impertinent and troubleſome as you pleaſe, I ſhall 
never own that thou art an evil, 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


He ſeen in ſeveral of your papers, a concern 
of the honour of theclergy, and their doingevery 


' thing as becomes their character, and particularly per- 
forming the publick ſervice with a due zeal and devo- 
tion; 1 am the more encouraged to lay before them, by 
your means, ſeveral expreſſions uſed by ſome of them in 
their prayers before ſermon, which I am not well ſatis- 
' fied in: As their giving ſome titles and epithets to great 
men, which are indeed due to them in their ſeveral 
'ranks and tations, but not properly uſed, I think, in 
* our prayers, Is it not contradiction to ſay, Illuſtrious 
' right reverend, and right honourable poor ſinners ? 


c 


« Theſe 


— 
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* Theſe diſtinctions are ſuĩted only to our ſtate here, and 
* have no place in heaven: We ſee they are omitted in 
* the liturgy ; which I think the clergy ſhould take for 
their pattern in their own forms of devotion, Then 
© is another expreſſion which I would not mention, but 
© that I have heard it ſeveral times before a learned con. 
« oregation, to bring in the laſt petition of the prayer in 
4 The e words, O let not the Lord be angry and I will pra E 
« but this once; as if there was no difference between U 
* Abraham's interceding for Sodom, for which he had no 

* warrant as we can find, and our aſking thoſe thingy B 
* which we are required to pray for; they would therefore 7 
have much more reaſon to fear his anger if they did not 7 
make ſuch petitions to him. There is another pretty 1 
© fancy: When a young man has a mind to let us knoy 

who gave him his ſcarf, he ſpeaks a parentheſis to the 


Almi , Bleſs, as 1 am in dur to pray, the right 
— 2 + 


© hono the Counteſs; is not that as much as to (ay, 
6 Bleſs her, for thou knoweſt 1 am her chaplain ? 

your humble ſervant, 
” J. O 
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n 2 * — 


—  — 


Exigite ut mores teneros ceu pollice ducat, 
Ut fi quis cera vultum facit. . 
Juv. Sat. 7. ver. 237. 


Bid him beſides his daily pains employ, 

To form the tender manners of the boy, 

And work him, like a waxen babe, with art, 
To perfect ſymmetry in ev'ry part. | 
Cu, DRxror x. 


Shall give the following letter no other recommenda- 
tion, than by telling my readers that it comes from 
the ſame hand wich that of Iaſt 7hur/day. 


SIR, 


I ſend you, according to promiſe, ſome farther 
' [ thoughts on the — of youth, in which I 
© intend to diſcuſs that famous queſtion, Whether the edu- 
* cation at a publick ſchool, or under @ private tutor, is to 
* be preferred ? 

* As ſome of the greateſt men in moſt ages have been 
* of very different opinions in this matter, | ſhall give a 
* ſhort account of what | think may be beſt urged on 
both ſides, and afterwards leave every perſon to de- 
* termine for himſelf, 

© It is certain from Suetonius, that the Romans thought 
the education of their children a buſineſs properly be- 
* longing to the parents themſelves; and Plutarch, in the 
life of ; ts at, tells us, that as ſoon as his ſon was 
capable of learning, Cate would ſuffer no body to teach 
him but himſelf, though he had a ſervant named Chilo, 
* who was an excellent grammarian, and who taught a 
* great, many other youths, 

On the contrary, the Greeks ſeemed more inclined to 
* publick ſchools aud ſeminaries. 8 
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A priyate education promiſes in the firſt place vir. 
tue and good-breeding ; a publick ſchool manly af. 
* ſurance, and an early knowledge in the ways of the 
world. 

* Mr. Locle, in his celebrated treatiſe of education, con. 
feſſes that there are inconveniencies to be feared on 
both ſides; J, ſays he, I keep my /on at home, bt it is 
* danger of becoming my young maſter ; If I jend him abroad, 
* it is ſcarce poſſible to keep bim from the reigning contagion 
© of rudeneſs and vice. He will 2 be more innocent at 
* home, but more ignorant of the world, and more fbethiſþ 
© when he comes Ln However as this learned author 
* afſerts, That virtue is much more difficult to be at. 
* tained than knowledge of the world, and that vice 
is a more ftubborn, as well as a more dangerous fault 
© than ſheepiſhneſs, he is altogether for a private educa- 
tion; and the more ſo, becauſe he does not ſee why a 
, * youth, with right management, might not attain the 
* ſame aſſurance in his father's houſe, as at a publick 
* ſchool. To this end he adviſes parents to accuſtom 
© their ſons to whatever ſtrange faces come to the houſe; 
* to take them with them when they viſit their neigh- 
* bours, and to engage them in converſation with men 
* of parts and —— ; 

. i may be objected to this method, that converſation 
is not the only thing neceſſary, but that unleſs it be a 
© converſatioh with ſuch as av2 in ſome meaſure their 
© equals in parts and years, there can be no room for 
emulation, contention, and ſeveral of the moſt lively 
* paſſions of the mind; which, without being ſometimes 
moved by theſe means may poſſibly contract a dulneſs 
and inſenſibility. | 

One of the greateſt writers our nation ever produced 
* obſerves, That a boy who forms parties, and makes 
© himſelf popular in a ſchool or a college, would act the 
_ * ſame part with equaleaſe in a ſenate or a privy-· council; 

and Mr. Oftorne, ſpeaking like a man verſed in the 
* ways of the world, affirms that the well-laying and carry- 
ing on of a deſign to rob an orchard, trains up a youth 
£ inſenfibly to caution, ſecrecy, and circumſpection, 
and fits him for matters of greater importance. 5 
| 8 n 


N*;3i3 THE SPECTATOR 261 


In ſhort, a private education ſeems the moſt na- 

e vir. WW « tural method for the forming of a virtuqus man; a 
ly af i + public education for making a man of buſineſs, The 
ft the WW frſt would furniſh out a good ſubject for Plato's re- 
public, the latter a member for a community over- 


con. run with artifice and corruption. 

ed an alt muſt however be confeſſed, that a perſon at the 
f 11 in il + head of a publick ſchool has ſometimes ſo many boys 
road, under his direction, that it is impoſſible he ſhould ex- 
agi tend a due proportion of his care to each of them. 
ent ot WM + This is, however, in reality, the fault of the age, in 


wei WM © which we often ſee twenty parents, who, though each 
uthor © expects his ſon ſhould be made a ſcholar, are not con- 
e at» Wi © tented all together to make it worth while for any 
vice man of a liberal education to take upon him the care 
fault of their inſtruction. 
luca. © In our great ſchools indeed this fault has been of 
hy a © late years rectified, ſo that we have at preſent not 
1 the only ingenious men for the chief maſters, but ſuch as 
lick © have proper uſhers and aſſiſtants under them. LI 
ſtom © muſt nevertheleſs own, that for want of the ſame en- 
uſe; * couragement in the country, we have many a pro- 
1gh- miſing genius ſpoiled and abuſed ia thoſe little ſemi- 
men 0 naries. ; | 
] am the more inclinedto this opinion, having my- 


tion © ſelf experienced the uſage of two rural maſters, each of 
— * them very unfit for the truſt they took upon them to 
1 


* diſcharge. The firſt impoſed much more upon methan 


Ann * my parts, though none of the weakeſt, could endure 
— and uſed me barbarouſly for not performing impoſſibi- 


* lities, | he latter was of quite another temper; and a 
boy, who would run upon his errands, waſh his cof- 
fee - pot, or ring the bell, might have as little conver- 
* ſation with any of the claſſicks as he thought fit. I 
* have known a lad of this place excuſed his exerciſe 
* for aſſiſting the cook-maid : and remember a neigh- 
* bouring Gentleman's ſon was among us five years, 
* moſt of which time he employed in airing and water- 
* ing our maſter's gray pad. | ſcorned to compound 
for my faults, by doing any of theſe elegant offices, 
* and was accordingly the beſt ſcholar, and the worſt 
* uſed of any boy in the-ſchool, | 31 
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© I ſhall conelude this diſcourſe with an advantage 
© mentioned by Qxintilian, as accompanying a publick 
* way of education, which 1 have not yet taken hotice 
of; namely, That we very often contract ſuch friend. 
| © ſhips at ſchool, as are a ſervice to us all the following 
parts of our lives. | 

© | ſhall give you, under this head, a ſtory very well 
©* knbwn to ſeveral perſons, and which you may depend 
upon as real truth. 

Every one, who is acquainted with Weſtminſter. 
© ſchool, knows that there is a curtain which uſed to be 
drawn acroſs the room, to ſeparate the upper ſchool 
from the lower. A youth happened, by ſome miſ- 
chance, to tear the above mentioned curtain : The 
© ſeverity of the maſter was too well known for the 
criminal to expect any pardon for ſuch a fault; ſo 
* that the boy, who was of a meek temper, was terri- 
© fied to death at the thoughts of his appearance, 
© when his friend, who fat next to him, bade him be 
© of good cheer, for that he would take the fault on 
© himſelf, He kept his word accordingly. As ſoon as 
© they were grown up to be men, the civil war broke 
© out, in which our two friends took the oppoſite fides, 
© one of them followed the Parliament, the other the 
© Royal party. 

As their tempers were different, the youth, who 
© had torn the curtain, —— to raiſe himſelf on 
© the civil liſt, and the other, who had borne the blame 
of it, on the military: The firſt ſucceeded ſo well, that 
* he was ina ſhort time made a Judge under the Pro- 
© tetor, The other was engaged in the unhappy en- 
6 iſe of Penraddock and Grove in the Weſt, I ſup- 
4 „Sir, I need not acquaint you with the event of 
© that undertaking. Every one knows that the Royal 
Party was routed, and all the heads of them, amorg 
whom was the curtain champion, impri ſoned at Zxeter. 
© It happened to be his friend s lot at that time to go 
the Weſtern cireuit: The trial of the rebels, as they 
© were then called, was very ſhort, and nothing now re- 
. mained but to paſs ſentence on them; when the judge 
© hearing the name of his old friend, and obſerving his 
face more attentively, which he had not ſeen for 


4 many 
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tage many years, aked him, if he was not formerly a N- 
lick Wl © -2in/er-ſcholar; by the anſwer, he was ſoon convinced 
tice chat it was his former generous friend ; and, without 
nd. WI © ſaying any — more at that time, made the beſt of 
ing bis way to London, where employing all his power and 
* intereſt with r he ſaved his friend from 
well the fate of his unhappy aſſociates. 
end * The Gentleman, whoſe life was thus preſerved by 
the gratitude of his ſchool-fellow, was afterwards the 
father of a fon, whom he lived to ſee promoted in the 
church, and whonitill deſervedly fills one of the higheſt 
« ſtations in It. X 
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re define matrem 
empeſtiva /equi viro. 
Hor. Od. 23. lib. 1. ver. 11, 
Attend thy mother's heels no more, 
Now grown mature for man, and ripe for joy. . 
b CREECH, 
tho | | 
on Mr. SPECTATOR, + Feb. 7, 1711-12, 
= I Am a young man about eighteen years of age, and 
- I have been in love with a young woman of the ſame 


age about chis half year. 4 go to ſee her ſix 
4 * days in the week, but never could have the happi- 
7 * neſs of being with her alone. If any of her friends 
* are at home ſhe will ſee me in their company; but if 
they be not in the way, the flies to her chamber, I 
78 can diſcover no ſigns of her averſion; but either a 
fear of falling into the toils of matrimony, or a childith 
50 timidity, deprives us of an interview apart, and drives 
vid us u the difficulty of languiſhing out our lives in 
” * fruitieſs oxpectation. Now Mr. SP£ CTATOR,f you 
55 think as ripe for αοn my, perſuade the dear creature, 
* that to pine away into barrenneſs and deformity _ 
4 | 


— 
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© a mother's ſhade, is not ſo honourable, nor does ſhe 
© appear ſo amiable, as ſhe would in full bloom, 


[T here is @ great. deal lift aut before he concludes.) 
| Mr. SyrECTATOR, 


your humble ſervant, 
Bob Barmlef, 


th T. this Gentleman be really no more than eighteen, | 

muſt do him the juſtice to ſay he is the moſt know. 
ing infant I have yet met with. He does not, I fear, 
yet underſtand, that all he thinks of is another woman ; 
therefore, until Re has given a further account of him- 
ſelf, the young Lady is hereby directed to keep cloſe to 
her mother. 


The SPECTATOR 


I cannot comply with the requeſt in Mr. Trot's letter; 
but let it go juſt as it came to my hands for being ſo fami- 
liar with the old Gentleman, as rough as he is to him, 
Since Mr. Trot has an ambition to make him his father- 
in-law, he ought to treat him with more reſpect; beſides 

his tile to me might have been more diſtant than he has 
thought fit to afford me: Moreover, his miſtreſs ſhall 
continue in her- confinement, until he has found out 
which word in his letter is not rightly ſpelt. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 


Shall ever own myſelf your obliged humble ſer- 
; vant for the advice you gave me concerning m 

© dancing; which unluckily came too late: For, as | ſaid, 
© I would not leave off capering until | had your opinion 
© of the matter; was at our famous aſſembly the day 
© before | received your papers, and there was obſerved 
© by an old Gentleman, who was informed I had a re- 
* © ſpect for his daughter; told me I was an inſignificant 
© little fellow, and ſaid that for the future he would take 
© care of his child; ſo that he did not doubt but tecrols 
© my amorous inclinations. The Lady is confined to her 


chamber, and for my part I am ready to hang myſelf 


out of 


© with the thoughts that 1 have danced my ſe 
* . * fayour 


fav 
tro 


© pul 
© obt 
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« favour with her father. I hope 2 will pardon the 
trouble I give ; but ſhall take it 
« if you will give me a little more of your advice to 


or a mighty favour. 


put me in a right way to cheat the old dragon and 
« obtain my miſtreſs, I am once more, 


S 1 R, | 
York, Feb. 23, your ob.iged humble ſervant, 


171 11 2. 
John Trot. 


— 


Let me defire you to make what alterations you 
« pleaſe, and inſert this as ſoon as poſſible, Pardon 
© miſtakes by haſte. x 


] Never do pardon miſtakes by haf e. 
The SPECTATOR, 


8; | Feb. 27, 1911-12, 


© DRAY be fo kind as to let rhe know what you 
J eſteemto be the chief qualification of a good poet, 
 eſpecia!ly of one who writes plays; and you will very 


much oblige, 
" © STR, your very humb'e ſervant, 
| r 80 N. . 
1 888 a very well bred man. 3 
Thi SPkCFATORY 


Mr. SPECTATO@R, ; 

OU are to know that I am naturally brave, and 
| love fighting as well as any man in Zrgland, 
* This gallant temper of mine makes me extremely de- 
' lighted with battles on the ' ſtage. I give you this 
trouble to complain to you, that Nicolixi refuſed to 
' gratify me in that part of the opera for which I have 
' moſt talte. I obſerve it is become a cuſtom, 
' whenever any gentlemen are particularly pleaſed with 
' a ſong, at their crying out Excore or Altre Volts, the 
performer. is ſo obliging as tq ſing it over again. 
was at the opera the laſt time Hydaſpes was performed. 
At that part of it where the hero eagages with the 

Vor. IV. M ö 


* — 
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lion, the ,graceful manner with which he put that 
terrible, monſter to death, gave me fo great a pleaſure, 
and at the ſame time ſo juſt a ſenſe of that Gentleman 
intrepidity and conduct, that I could not forbear de. 
firing a repetition of it, by crying out Altre Volt, 
in a very audible voice; and my friends flatter me, 
that I pronounced thoſe words with a tolerable good 
accent, conſidering that was but the third opera I had 
ever ſeen in my life. Yet, notwithſtanding all this, 
there was ſo little regard had to me, that the lion 
was carried off, and went to bed, without being kil- 
led any more that night. Now, Sir, pray conſider 
that I did nor underſtand a word of what Mr. Nicelini 
{aid to this cruel creature; beſides J have na ear for 
muſic; ſo that during the long diſpute between them, 
the whole entertainment I had was from my eyes; 
Why then, have not I as much right to have grace- 
ful action repeated as another has a pleaſing — 
ſince. he only hears as 1 only ſee, and we neither of 
us know that there is any reaſonable thing a doing! 
Pray, Sir, ſettle the buſineſs of this claim in the au- 
dience, and let us know when we may cry Altre Volto 


Axnplicè, again, again, for the future. I am an Er- 


glifkman, and. expect ſome reaſon or other to be gi- 
ven me, and perhaps an ordinary one may ſerve; but 
1 expect your anſwer. | 


Tam, SIR, 


your moſt humble ſervant, 
Toby Rentfree. 
Mr. SPECTATOR, Nov. 29. 


O muſt give me leave, among the reſt of your 

female correſpondents, to addreſs you about an 
affair which has already given you many a ſpecula- 
tion; and which, I know, I need not tell you have 
had x very happy influence over the adult part of our 
ſex: But as many of us are either: too old to learn, or 
too obſtibate in the purſuit of the vanities, which 


have been bred up with us from our infaney, and all 


of us quittiag:the tage whilſt you are prompting us 
. ; | > ta ” NK. 10 


3 


— 
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© to act our part well; you ought, methinks, rather to 
turn your inſtructions for the benefit of that part of 
our ſex who are yet in their native innocence, and ig- 
* norant of the vices and that variety of uhhappinelcs 
that reign amongſt ns. 3 
* | mutt tell you, Mr. StrR TATOor, that it is as 
much a part of your office to overſee the education 
of the female part of the nation, as well as of the 
male; and to convince the world you are not partial, 
may proceed to detect the male- adminiſtration of go- 
verneſſes as ſucceſsfully as you have expoſed that of 
pedagogues; and reſcue our ſex from the prejudice 
and tyrariny of education as well as that of your own, 
who without your ſeaſonable interpoſition are like to 
improve upon the vices that are now in vogue, 

1 who know the dignity of your poſt, as Sera. 
TOR, and the authority a ſkilful eye ought to bear in 
the female world, could not forbear conſulting you, 
and beg your advice in fo critical a point, as is that. 
of the education of young gentlewemen.  Havin 
already provided myſelf with a very convenient houſe 
in a good air, Lam not without hope but that you 
will promote this generous deſign. I muſt farther 
tell you, Sir, that all who ſhall be commutted to my 
3 beſides the uſual accompliſhments of the 
needle, dancing, and the French tongue, ſhall not 
fail to be your conſtant readers. It is therefore my 
humble petition, that you will entertain the town in 
this ĩmportant ſubject, and ſo far oblige a ſtranger, 
as to raiſe a curioſity and inquiry in my behalf, by 
publiſhing the following abvertiſement, 


I am, SIX, 
your conſtant admirer, 
| NI. W. 
ADVERTISEMEN T. 
The boatding-ſchool for young gentlewomen, which was 
fermerly Rept on Mile-End-Green, being laid down, hei 
is now oe /et uf alnict oppifite to it at the two Golden- 


Balls, and hac, wofe chnben ent in every hebt; . 
| My. a. Te, de 
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befide the commen inflruftions given to young gentle wus- 
mem, they will be taught the whole art of pafiry and pre. 
ferving. with whatever may render them accompliſhed, 
T hoſe who plenſe to make trial of the wigilance and ability 
of the perſons concerned, may enquire at the two Golden Ball; 
en Mile-End-(:recn gear Stepney, where they will receive 
further ſatisfacbioan. AY 
This ts to give notice, that the SpeECTa TOR has taken 
upon him to be wifitant of all boarding jebools, where young 
avomen are educated ; and de/igns to proceed in the ſaid office 
after the ſame manner that wiſitants of colleges do in, the 
tabs fameus univerſities of this land, © 2 
Al! levers who write to the SPECTATOR, are defired to 
ferbear one expreſſion which is in n of the letters to him, 
either cut of /azine/s or avant of invention, and is true of not 
above two thouſand women in the whole aworld ; wiz. She 
has in her all that is valuable in woman. T 
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| Nec deus interfit, nift dignus vindice nodus 
Inciderit n— 
; Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 194. 
Never preſume to make a God appear, 


But for a Bufineſs worthy of a God. 
| 4 Roscommon, 


% 


ORACE adviſes a poet to conſider thoroughly 
H the nature and force of his genius. Milton 
ſeems to have known perfectly well, wherein his 
Krength lay, and has therefore choſen a ſubject intirely 
conformable to thoſe talents, of which he was maſter. 


As his genius was wonderfully turned to the ſublime, 


his ſubject is the nobleſt that could have entered into 


the thoughts of man. kvery thing that is . | 


Ms 
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and aſtoniſhing. has a place in it. I he whole ſyſtem 
of the intellectual world; the Chas, and the creation; 
heaven, earth, and hell; enter into the conſtitution of 
his poem. 3 

Having in the firſt and ſecond books repr>ſented the 
infernal world with all its horrors, the thread of his 
fable naturally leads him into the oppoſite regions of 
bliſs and glory. 

if Miltcn's majeſty forſakes him any where, it is in 
thoſe parts of his poem, where the divine perſons are 
introduced à ſpeakers, One may, I think, oblerve, 
that the author proceeds with a kind of fear and trem- 
bling, whilit he deſcribes the ſentiments of the Al- 
mighty. tie-dares not give his imagination its full 
play, but chuſes to confine himſelf to ſuch thoughts 
as are drawn from the books of the moſt orthodox di- 
vines, and.to ſuch expreſſions as may be met with in 
{cripture. The beauties, therefore, which we are to 
look for in theſe ſpeeches, are not of a poetical nature, 
nor ſo proper to fill the mind with ſentiments of gran- 
deur, as with thoughts of devotion. The paſſions, 
which they are deſigned to raiſe, are a divine love and 
religious fear, The particular beauty of the ſpeeches 
in the third book, conliſls in that ſhortneſs and perſpi- 
cuity of flile, in which the poet has couched the great- 
eſt myſteri-s of chrittiaaity, and drawn together, in a 
regular ſcheme, the whole diſpenſation of Proyidence 
with reſpect to man. He has repreſented all the ab- 


{ruſe doctrines of predeſtination, free-will and grace, 


as alſo the great points of incarnation and redemption, 
(which naturally grow up in a poem that treats.of the 
fall of man) with great energy of expreflion, and in 
a clearer and ftronger light than | ever met with in 
any other writer. As theſe points are dry in them- 
ſelves to the generality of readers, the concite and cleas 


manner in which he has treated them, is very much to 


be admired, as is likewiſe that particular art which he 
has made uſe of in the interſperſing of all thoſe graces 

of poetry, which the ſubje& was capable of receiving. 
The ſurvey of the whole creation, and of every 
thing that is tranſacted in it is a proſpe& worthy of 
Umniſcience; and as much above that, in which /:rg:/ 
Is M 3 has 


— 


9590 Tyr SPRCTATOR. Ne zg ff x* 


has drawn his Jupiter, as the Chriſtian Idea of the Su- 
preme Being is more rational and ſublime than that of 
the heathens. The particular objects on which he is 
deſcribed to have caſt his eye, are repreſented in the 


moſt beautiful and lively manner. , 
Now had th) Almighty Father from above —— 
(From the pure Emiyrean where he ſits to 
High thren'd above all hight) bent down his eye, Div 
His own works and their works at once to view, low 
About him all the ſanctities of heavn cal, 
Stocd thick as lars, and from his fight receiv'd ſagi 


Reatitude paſt uttrance: On his right 

T he radiant image of his glory ſat, 

His only ſon. On earth he firft beheld 

Our tauo firſt parents, yet the only two 

Of mankind, in the happy garden plat'd, 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love; 
Uninterrupted joy, unrival'd love, 

In bliſsful falitude. He then ſurvey'd 

Hell and the gulph between, and Satan there 
Coaſting the wall of heav'n on this ſide night, 
In the dun air ſublime; and ready now 

To ſſcop with wearied wings, and willing feet 
On the bare outfide of this world, that ſeem' d 
Firm land imboſom'd without firmament ; 
Urcertain which, in ocean or in air. 

Him God beholding from his praſpect high, 
Wherein paſt, preſent, future he beholds, 
Thus to his enly ſon fore/eein# ſpake. 


Sataw's approach to the confines of the creation is 


finely imaged in the beginning of the ſpeech which 
immediately follows. The effects of this ſpeech in the q 
bleſſed ſpirits, and in the divine perſon to whom it was 
addreſſed, cannot but fill the mind of the reader with a 8 
ſecret pleaſure and complacency. 4 
Thas while God ſpake, ambrofial fragrance fill d 2 
All heaw'n, and in the bleſſed ſpirits elect 
Senſe of new joy ineffable diffus'd. X 


Beyond compare the Son of God was ſeen 
. Moſt glorious; in him all his Father ſhone | | 
| - Sutflantially 
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Subſtantially expre/i'd ; and in his face 
Divine compaſſion vifibly appear d, 
Love without end, and without meaſure grace. 


I need not point out the beauty of that circumſtance, 
wherein the whole hoſt of angels are repreſented as 
ſtanding mute; nor ſhew how proper the occaſion was 
to 4 ſuch a ſilence in heaven. The cloſe of this 
Divine colloquy, with the hymn of angels that fol- 
lows upon it, are ſo wonderfully beautiful and poeti- 
cal, that I ſhould not forbear inſerting the whole paſ- 
ſage, if the bounds of my paper would give me leave. 


No ſooner had th' Almighty ceaſed, but all 

The multitude of angels with a ſhout ! y 
(Loud as from numbers without number, ſweet 
As from bleft voices] utt'ring joy, heaw'n rung 
With jubilee, and loud Hoſannas fill'd 

7 eternal regions; &c. &c. 


Satan's walk upon the outſide of the univerſe, whick 
at a diſtance appeared to him of a globular form, but, 
upon his nearer approach, looked like an unbounded 

lain, is natural and noble: As his roaming upon the 
— 2 of the creation between that maſs of, matter, 
which was wrought into a world, and that ſhapeleſs un- 
formed heap of materials, which ſtill lay in chaos and 
confuſion, ſtrikes the imagination with ſomething aſto- 
niſhingly great and wild. I have before ſpoken of the 
Linbo of vanity, which the poet places upon this outer- 
moſt ſurface of the univerſe, and ſhall here explain my- 
ſelf more at large on that, and other parts of the poem, 
which are of the ſame ſhadowy nature. has but 

Ariſtotle obſerves, that the fable of an epic poem 
ſhould abound in circumſtances that are both credible: 
and aſtoniſhing; or as the French criticks chooſe to 
phraſe it, the fable ſhould be filled with the probable 
and the marvellous. This rule is as fine juſt as 
any in Ariflotle's whole art of poetry. a 

If the fable is only probable, it differs nothing from 
a true hiſtory; if it is only matvellous, it is no better 
than a romance The great ſecret therefore of heroic 
poetry is to relate ſuch — as may produce 
| 4 in 
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in the reader at the ſame time both belief and aſtoniſh- 
ment, 'T his is brought to paſs in a well choſen fable, by 
the account of ſuch things as have really happened, or 
at leaſt of ſuch things as have happened according to 
the received opinions of mankind. Milton's fable is a 
maſter-piece of this nature; as the war in heaven, the 
eondition of the fallen angels, the ſtate of innocence, 
the tempeation of the ſerpent, and the fall of man, 
though they are very aſtoniſhing in themſelves, are not 
* credible. but actual points of faith, 
The next method of reconciling miracles with cre- 
dibility, is by a happy invention cf the poet; as in par- 
ticular, when he introduces agents of a ſuperior nature, 
who are capable of effecting what is wonderful, and 
what is not to be met with in the ordinary courſe of 
things Ulyfesr's ſhip being turned into a- rock, and 


£Aneas's fleet into a ſhoal of Water-nymphs, though 


they are very ſurpriſing accidents, are nevertheleſs pro- 
bable when we are tcld that they were the gods who 
thus transformed them, It is this kind of machine 
which fills the poems both of Hemer and Virgil with ſuc 
circumſtances as are wonderful but not impoſſible, and 
fo frequently produce in the reader the moſt pleaſing 
paſſ. on that can riſe in the mind of man, which is ad- 
miration If there be any inftance in the Zneid liable 
to exception upon this account, it is in the beginning of 
the third book, where £ncas is repreſented as tearing 
vp the mystle that dropped blood. To qualify this 
wonderful circumſtance, Polydorus tells a ſtory from the 
root of the myrtle, that the barbarous inhabitants of 
the country having pierced him with ſpears and arrows, 
the wood which was left in his body took root in his 
wounds, and gave birth to that bleeding tree. This 
exrcumſtance ſeems to have the marvellous without the 
probable, becauſe it is repreſented as proceeding from 
natural cauſes, without the interpoſition of any God, or 
ether ſupernatural power capable of producing it. 
" The ſpears and arrows grow of themſelves without ſo 
much as the modern help of an inchantment. If we 
look into the fiction of Milton's fable, though we find 
it fall of ſurpriſing incidents, they are generally ſuited 


to our notions of the thirgs and perſcns Nay 
n 
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and tempered with a due meaſure of probability. I 
muſt only make an exception to the Limbo of vanity, 
with his epiſode of Sin and Death, and ſome of his ima- 
ginary perſons in his Chaos, Theſe paſſages are aſto- 
niſhing, but not credible; the reader cannot fo far im- 
po'e upon himſelf as to fee a poſlibility in them; they 
are the deſcription of dreams and ſhadows, not of things 
or perſons. | know that many criticks look upon the 
ſtories of Circe, Polypheme, the Sirens, nay the whole 
Odvſſty and Iliad, to be allegories; but allowing this to 
be true, they are fables, which conſidering the opinions 
of mankind that prevailed in the age of the poet, might 
poſſibly have been according to the letter. I he per- 
jons are ſuch as might have acted what is aſcribed to 
them, as the circumſtances in which they are repreſent - 
ed, might poſſibly have been traths and realities. *I his 
aypcarance of probability is ſo abſolutely requiſite in 
the greater kinds of poetry, that Ariſtorle obſerves the 
ancient tragic Writers made uſe of the names of ſuch 
great men as had actually lived in the world, though 
the tragedy proceeded upon adventures they were 
never engaged in, on purpoſe to make the ſubject more 
credible. n a word, beſides the hidden meaning of an 
epic alicgory, the plain literal ſenſe ought to appear. 
probable. The ftory ſhould be ſuch as an ordinary 
reader may acquieſce 1n, whatever natural, moral or 
political truth may be diſcovered in it by men of greater 
penetration. | N 

Satan, aſter having long wandered upon the ſurface, 
or outmoſt wall of the univei ſe, diſcovers at laſt a vide 
gap in it, which led into the creation, and is deſcribed 
as the opening through which the angels paſs to and 
fro into the lower world, upon their errands to man- 
kind. His fitting apon the brink of this paſſage and 
taking a ſurvey of the whole face of nature that ap- 
pzared ro him new and freſh in all its 'beanties, with 
the ſimile illuſtrating tkis circumflanice, fills the mind of 
the reader with as farpiiling and glorious an idea as 
any that ariſes in the whole poem. He looks dawn 
into chat vait hollow of the univerſe with the cye, 
or (as Milton calls it in his firſt book) with the ken of 
an angel. He ſurveys all the woudezs in this immenſe: 

| 3 anphithsatre 
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ampitheatrethat lie between both the poles of heaven, and 
takes in at one view the whole round of the creation. 
His flight between the ſeyeral worlds that ſhined on 
every ſide of him, with the particular deſcription of the 
ſun, are ſet forth in all the wantonneſs of a luxuriant 
imagination. His ſhape, ſpeech and behaviour upon his 
transforming himſelf into an angel of light, are touched 
with exquiſite beauty. I he poet's thought of directing 
Satan to the ſun, which in the yulgar opinion of man- 
kind is the moſt conſpicuous part of the creation, 
the placing in it an angel, is a circumſtance very 
finely gontrived, and the more adjuſted to a poetical 
probability, as it was a received doctrine among the 
moſt famous philoſophers, that every orb had its Ixtelli- 
grnce; and as an apoſtle in ſacred writ is ſaid to have 
ſeen ſuch an angel in the ſun. In the anſwer which this 
angel returns to the diſguiſed evil ſpirit, there is ſuch a 
becoming majeſty as is altogether ſuitable to a ſuperior 
Being, I he part of it in which he repreſents. himſelf as 
preſent at the creation, 1s very noble in itſelf, and not 
only proper where it 1s introduced, but requiſite to pre- 
pare the reader for what follows in the ſeventh book, 


T ſaw when at his word the formleſs maſs, 

T his world's material mould, came to a heap : 

Confufton beard his voice, and wild uproar 

Stcod rul d, flood vaſt infinitude confin d; 
71 at his ſecond bidding darkneſs fled, 

Light ſhine, &c. 


In the following part of the ſpeech he points out 
the earth with ſuch circumſtances, that the reader can 
ſcarce forbear fancying himſelf employed on the ſame 
diitant view of it. | 

Look downward on the globe whoſe hither fide 
With light from hence, the“ but reflected, ſhines ; 
That 1 is earth, the ſeat of man, that light. 


I muſt not conclude my reflexions upon this third 


book of Paradije Loft, without ARE notice of that ce- 
lebrated complaint of Milton with which it opens, and 

which certainly Celervcs all the praiſes that have been 
LEFT SS ; given 
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given it; though..as I have before hinted, it may rather 
be looked on as an excreſcence, than as an eſſential 
part of the poem. The ſame obſervation might be ap- 


' plied to that beautiful digreſſion upon bypocriſy in my 


fame book. " 
No 316 1 Monday, March 3. 


— 


Libertas; gquæ ſera tamen reſpexit inertem. 
* Virg. Ecl. 1. ver. 29. 


Freedom, which came at length, tho” ſlow. to come. 
| en a DarpEx. 


Mr. SPECTATOR; 
IF you ever read a letter which is ſent with the 
*. | more pleaſure for the reality of its complaints, 


. this may have reaſon to hope for a favourable ac- 


ceptance; and if time be the moſt irretrievable loſs, 
© the regrets which follow will be thought, I hope, the 
* moſt juſtifiable; The regaining of my liberty from a 
long ſtate of indolence and inactivity, and the deſire 
of reſiſting the farther incroachment of idleneſs, make 
me apply to you; and the uneaſineſs with which J 
recollect the paſt years, and the apprehenſions with 
© which I expect the future ſoon determined me to it. 
© Idleneſs is ſo general a diſtemper, that I cannot but 
imagine a ſpeculation on this ſabje& will be of 
© univerſal uſe. There is hardly any one perſon without 
© ſome allay of it; and thouſands beſides myſelf ſpend: 
more time in an idle uncertainty which to begin firſt 
© of two affairs, than would have been ſuffictent to have 
ended them both. The occaſion of this ſeems to be 
the want of ſome neceſſary employment, to put the 
* ſpirits in motion, and awaken them out of their le- 
* thargy: If I had leſs leiſure, I ſhould, have more; 
for | ſhould then find my time diſtinguiſhed into por- 
tions, ſome for buſineſs and others for the indulging 
of pleaſures; But now one face of indolence - over- 
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* ſpreads the whole, and] have no land-mark to dire 
* myſelt by. Were cne'stime a little ſtraĩtned by buſi. 
«* nefs, like water incloſed in its banks, it would have 
ſome detern. ined courſe; but unleſs it be put into 
* ſome channel it has no current, but becomes a de- 
* luge w.thcut either uſe or motion. 


When Scanderleg Prince of Epirus was dead, the 


* Turks x ho had but too often felt the force of his arm 
in the battles ke had won from them, imagined that 
* by wearing a piece of his bones near their heart, they 
ſhould be animated with a vigour and force like w 
that which inſpiied him when living. As am like 
to be but of little uſe whilſt live, © am reſolved to 
do what god | can after my deceaſe; and have ac- 
* cordingly ordered my bones to be diſpoſed of in this 
* m2nner for the good of my countrymen, who are 
* troubled with ioo exorbitant a degree of fire, Al 
* fox-hunters, upon wearing me, would in a ſhorttime 
be brought te endure their beds in a morning, and 
perhaps even quit them with regret at teu: nſtead of 
* hwrrying away to teae a poor animal, and run away 
from their own thoughts, a chair or a charict would 
be thought the moſt deſirable means of performing a 
remove from one place to another. | ſhould be a cure 
for the unnatural deſire of Jen Tret for dancing, aud 
« a ſpecifick to leſſen the inclination Mrs. Fidget has io 
motion, and cauſe her always to give her approbation 
to the prefent” place ſhe is in. In fine, no Zgyprian 
* mummy was ever half ſo uſeful in phyſick, as I iwould 
be to theſe teveriih conititutions, to repreſs the vio- 
ent ſallies of youth, and give each action its proper 
weight and repoſe. . | | 

can ſtifle auy violent inclination, and oppoſe a 
torrent of ar ger, or the ſolicitations of :1evenge, with 
ſutceis. But indolence is a ſtream which flows ſlou ly 
on, but yct udermines the foundation of every vir- 

_  « -tue. à vice ef a nore lively nature were a more de- 
. * kirable tyrant than this ruſt of the mind, which gives 

© a tin&ure of is nature to every action of one's life, 

It / Were as little hazard to be toſt in a florm, as to lie 
thus perpetually becalmed: And it is to no purpole uo 
* have within one the ſceds of a chouſand zoed, qu. lities, 
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« if we want the vigour and reſolution neceſſary for 


the exerting them. Death brings all perſons back 
to an equality; and this image of it, this lumber of 
the mind, leaves no difference between the greateſt 
genius and the meaneſt underſtanding: A faculty of 
doing things remarkably praife-worthy thus conceal- 
* ed, is of no more uſe to the owner, than a heap of 
gold to the man who dares not uſe it. - 

* To-morrow is ſtill the fatal time when all is to be 
rectiſied: To-morrow comes, it goes. and flill I pleaſe 
* myſeif with the ſhadow, whilſt 1 loſe the reality; un- 
« mindtul that the preſent time alone js ours, the fu- 
* ture is yet unborn, and the puſt is dead, and can only 
live (as parents in their children) in the actions it 
has produced. . * ä 

* 1he time we live ought not to be computed by the 
* number of years, but by the uſe has been made of it ; 
thus it is not the extent of ground, but the yearly 
Arent which gives the value to the eſtate, Wretched 
* and thoughtleſs creatures, ne only place where 
* covetouſneſs were a virtue we turn prodigals! No- 
thing lies upon our hands with ſuch uneaſineſs, nor 
* has there been ſo many devices for any one thing, as 
© to make it ſlide away imperceptibly and to no pur- 
* poſe. A ſhilling ſhall be hoarded up with care, whilſt 
thae which is above the price of an eſtate is flung 
away with diſregard and contempt, There is nothing 
* now-a-days ſo much avoided, as a ſolicitous improve- 
ment of every part of time; it is a report muſt be 
* thunned as one tenders the name of a wit and a fine 
genius, and as one fears the dreadful character of a 
* laborious plodder: But notwithſtanding this, the 
* greateſt wits any age has aced thought far other- 
* wiſe; for who can think either Socrates or Demoſthenes 
© loſt any reputation, by their continual pains both in 
* overcoming the deſects and improving the gifts of 
nature. All are acquainted with the labour and aſſi- 
© duity with Which Tully acquired his eloquence. Seneca 
in his letters to Lucelius aſſures him, there was not a 
day in wy he did not either write ſomething, or read 
* and epitomize fome good autbor; and I remember 
* Pliny in one ef his letters, where he gives an _— 

0 
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© of the various methods he uſed to pill up every va. 
* cancy of time, after ſeveral employments Which he GN 
* enumerates; ſometimes, ſays he, I hunt; but even 
then I carry with me a pocket book, that whilſt my we 
* ſervants are buſied in diſpoling of the nets and other N 
* matters | may be employed in ſomething that may 
be uſeful to me in my ſtudies; and that if I miſs of 
my game, I may at the leaſt bring home ſome of my 
5 own thoughts with me, and not have the mortifica- 
tion of having caught nothing all day. _ 
Thus, Sir, you ſee; how many examples I recal to 
mind, and what arguments I uſe with myſelf, to re- 
gain my liberty; But as | am afraid it is no ordinary 
* perſuaſion that will be of ſervice, I thall expect your 
thoughts on this ſubject, with the greateſt impatience, 
© eſpecially ſince the good will not be confined to me 
alone, but will be of univerſal-uſe, For there is no 
hopes of amendment where men are pleaſed with 
their ruin, and whilſt they think lazineſs is a defirable 
© eharacter: Whether it be that they like the ſtate itſelf, 
or that they think it gives them a new luſtre when 
they do exert themſelves,. ſeemingly to be able to do. 
that without labour and application, which others, 
- attain to but with the greateſt diligence, 


Fam, SIX, 
your moſt obliged bumble ſervant, 
Thomas Slack. 


CLYTANDER # CLEONE. 


Map AM, a 
* DErmiflion to love you is. all that I defire, to con- 
0 quer all the, difficulties thoſe about you place 
in my way, to ſurmount and acquire all thoſe quali- 
* fications you expect in him who pretends to the ho- 
* nour of being, 0 x 
Madam, 
f Four meſt humble ſerwant, 
2 TILT Cr ranDuR. 


a 


, 


N. S Tueſday, March 4. 


Ne 317 THE SPECTATOR. 279 


— ——— 


— — . — a 


A Fruges conſumere nati. 


a Hor. Ep. 2. Iib. 1. ver. 27. 
—o—Born to drink and eat. - Cartcn. 


his friends, who ſtood about him, if they 

thought he had ated his part well; and upon 
receividg ſuch an anſwer as was due to his extraordinary 
merit, 2 me then, ſays he, go off the flage with your 
applauſe; uſing the expreſſion with which the Reman 
actors made their Exit at the concluſion of a dramatick 
piece. I could wiſh that men, while they are in health, 
would conſider well the nature of the part they are en- 
gaged in, and what figure it will make in the minds of 
thoſe they leave behind them: Whether it was worth 
coming into the world for; whether it be ſuitable to a 
reaſonable Being; in ſhort, whether it appears graceful 
in this life, or will turn to an advantage in the next. 
Let the ſycophant, or buffoon, the ſatiriit, or the good 
companion, conſider with himſelf, when his body 
hall be laid in the grave, and has ſoul paſs into another 
ſtate of exiſtence, how much it would redound to his 
praiſe to have it ſaid of him, that no man in England 
eat better, that he had an admirable talent at turning 
his friends into ridicule, that no body out-did him at 
an ill-natured jeſt, or that he never went to bed before 
he had diſpatched his third bottle. Theſe are, however, 
very common funeral orations, and elogiums on decea- 
ſed perſons who have ated among mankind with ſome 
figure and reputation. 

But if we look into the bulk of our ſpecies, they 
are ſuch as are not likely to be remembred a moment 
aſter their diſappearance. They leave behind them no 
traces of their exiſtence, but are forgotten as though 
they had never been. They are neither wanted by the 

| x poor, 


\ Uguſtus, a few moments before his death, aſked 


— 
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poor, regretted by the rich, nor celebrated by the 
learned. They are neither miſſed ia the commonwealth, 
nor lamented by private perſons Their actions are of 
no fignificancy to mankind, and might have been per- 
formed by creatures of much leſs Laie than thoſe 
who are — by the faculty of reaſon. An 
eminent French author ſpeaks ſomewhere to the fol. 
lowing purpoſe; I have often ſeen from my chamber. 
window two noble creatures, both of them of an ere& 
countenance and endowed with reaſon. I heſe two 
intellectual Beings are employed from morning to night, 
in rubbing two ſmooth ſlones one upon another; that 
is, as the vulgar phraſe is, in poliſhing marble, 

My friend, Sir Ax UR EN HNEETORT, as we were 
ſitting in the club laſt night, gave 1s an account of a 
ſober citizen, who died a iew days ſince, his honeſt 
man being of greater conſequence in his own thoughts, 
than in the eye of the world, had for {ume years pait 
kept a journal of his life. vir A 7 ſhewed us one 
week of it. Since the occurrences ſet down in it mark 
out ſuch a road of action as that | have been ſpeaking 
of, | ſhall preſent my reader with a faithful copy of 
it; after having firſt informed him, that the deceaſed 

rſon had in his youth been bred to trade, but finding 
11mſelf not fo well turned for buiineſs, he h d for ſe- 
veral years laſt paſt lived altogether upon a moderate 


Annuny. | 


; Monvay, Zight o'clock. I put on my clothes, and 
walked into the parlour. 


Nine o'clock ditto, Tied my knee-ſtrings, and waſhed 


my hands. | 

Hours ten, eleven, and twelve, Smoked three pipes 
of Virginia. Read the Supplement and Daily Courant. 
Things go ill in the north. Mr. NY ys opinion there- 


n. | pk 
Von o'clock in vhe afternoon. Chid Ralph for miſlaying 
my tobacco box. | 
Jas v check. Sat down to dinnexs, Dem, Too many 
plumbs and no ſuet. 
From three to four. Took my aſternoon's nap. 


From 
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From four to fin. Walked into the fields. Wind, 
8. S . 
From fix to ten. At the club. Ma. Niſey's opinion 


about the peace. 
Ten o cloct. Went to bed, ſlept ſound. 


TuesDbAx, BEING HOLIDAY, Eight o'clock. 
Roſe as uſual, 

Nine o'clock, Waſhed hands and face, ſhaved, put 
on my double-ſoaled ſhoes, 

Ten, eleven, twelve. Took a walk to Iflington. 

One. Took a pot of mother Cob's mild. 
Between tauo and three, Returned, dined on a knuc- 
kle of veal and bacon. Mem. Sprouts wanting. 

Three, Nap as uſaal. 

From four to fix. Coffee-houſe. Read the news. A 
diſh of twiſt, Grand Viſier ſtrangled. | 

From fix to ten. At the club. Mr, Nifoy's account 
of the Great l urk. 

Ten, Dream of the Grand Vider. Broken ſleep. 


| Wepn'nsDAY, Eight check. Teague of my 
ſhoe-buckle broke. Hands but not face. 

Nire. aid off the butcher's bill. Mea. To be * 
lowed for the laſt leg of mutton. 

Ten, eleven. At the coffee-houſe. More oth the 
north. Stranger in a black wig 2 me how ſtocks 
went. 

From twelve ro one. Walked in the helds. Wind 
to the ſouth, _. 

| Framiens #6 '1ewe. ': Smoked a pipe and an half. 

Two, D ned as uſual. Stomach good. 

Three, Nap broke by the falling of a pewter diſh, 
Mem. Cook-maid in love, and grown careleſs. 

Frem four to fix. At the coſſee- houſe. Advice from 
Smyrna that the Grand Viſier was firſt of all ſtrangled, 
and afterwards beheaded, | 

Six o'clock in the evening. M as "Ralf an hour in the 
club before-any body elſe came. Mr. Nifby of opinion 
that the Grand Viſier was not led the ſixth inſtant. | 

Ten at night, Went to bed. Slept without waking 
ante] nine next moi ning. = et 

Tu v RSDAY, 
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Tnussbax, Nixe o'clock. Staid within until two 
o'clock for Sir Timothy ; who did not bring me my an- 
nuity according to his promiſe. - 
Wo in the afternoon. Sat down to dinner. 
appetite. Small-beer ſour. Beef over-corned. 
Three. Could not take my nap. 
Four and Five. Gave Ralph a box on the ear. Turn- 


Loſs of 


ed off my cook-maid. Sent a meſſenger to Sir Timothy, 


Mem. I did not go to the club to-night. Went to bed 
at nine o'clock. 


FrivDay, Paſſed the morning in meditation upon Sir 
Timothy, who was with me a quarter before twelve. 

Twelve o'clock. Bought a new head to my cane, and 
a tongue to my buckle. Drank a glaſs of purl to re- 


cover appetite, 

Two and three, Dined, and flept well. 

From four to fix, Went to the coffee-houſe. Met 
Mr. My there. Smoked ſeveral pipes. Mr. Ny of 
opinion that laced coffee is bad for the head. 

Six &*clock. At the club as ſteward. Sat late. 

Twelve o'clock. Went to bed, dreamt that 1 drank 
ſmall-beer with the Grand Viſier. 


SATURDAY, Waked at eleven, walked in the fields, 
wind N. KE. | 

Twelve. Caught in a ſhower. | | 

One in the afternoon. Returned home, and dryed my- 


Two, Mr. Ni dined with me. Firſt courſe, mar- 
row-bones; ſecond, ox-cheek, with a bottle of Brut: 
and Heller, | 

Three o'clock. Overſlept myſelf. 
Six. Went to the club. Like to have fallen into 4 
gutter. Grand Viſier certainly dead. ES 


I queſtion not but the reader will be ſurprized to find 
the 9 journaliſt tak ing ſo much care of a 
life that. was filled with ſuch inconſiderable actions, and 
. received ſo very ſmall improvements; and yet, if we look 
into the behaviour of many, whom we daily converſe 
with, we ſhall find that molt of our hours are taken 


up 
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up in thoſe three important articles of eating, drinking, 
and ſleeping. I do not ſuppoſe that a man loſes his 
time, who is not engaged in publick affairs, or in an 
illuſtrious courſe of action. On the contrary, I believe 
our hours may very often be more profitably laid out in 
ſuch tranſactions as make no figure in the world, than 
in ſuch as are apt to draw upon them the attention of 
mankind. One may become wiſer ang better by ſeveral 
methods of employing one's ſelf in ſecrecy and filence, 
and do what is laudable without noiſe or oſtentation. 
. I would, however, recommend to every one of my 
readers, the keeping a journal of their lives for one 
week, and ſetting down punQually their whole ſeries 
ind of employments during that ſpace of time. This kind 
re- of ſelf. examination would give them a true ſtate of 
themſelves, and incline them to conſider ſeriouſly what 
they are about. One day would rectify the omiffions of 
ſet another, and make a man weigh all thoſe indifferent 
of actions, which, though they are eaſily forgotten, ny 
ceriainly be accounted for. 


PPC 
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Yo non omnia ie M amnet. 
Virg. Ecl. 8. ver. 63. 
4 With different talents form'd we variouſly exeel. 
Mr. SpPECTATOR,. 
4 


4 Certain vice which you have lately attacked, 
| has not yet been confdered by you as growing 
ſo deep in the heart of man, that the affecta- 
| tion outlives the practice of it. You mult have ob- 
' leryed that men who have been bred in arms preſerve 
to the moſt extreme and feeble old age a certain dar- 
ing in their aſpect: In like manner, they who have 
paſſed their time in galantry and adventure, keep up, 
well as they can, the appearance of 1 it, and carry a 


Petu- 
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- petulant inclination to their laſt moments. Let this 
* ferve for a preface to a relation | am going to give 
you of an old beau in town, that has not only been 
amorous and a follower of women in general, but 
alſo, in ſpite of the admonition of gray hairs, been 
from his fixty-third year to his preſent ſeventieth, in 
an actual purſuit of a young Lady, the wife of his 
friend, and a man of merit. The gay old E/calu 
has wit, good health, and is perfectly well-bred ; but 
from the faſhion and manners of the court when he 
was in his bloom, has ſuch a natural tendency to 
amorous adventure, that he thought' it would be an 
endlefs reproach to him to make no uſe of a familia- 
rity he was allowed at a Gentleman's houſe, whoſe 
good-humour and confidence expoſed his wife to the 
add reſſes of any who ſhould take it in their head 10 
do him the good office, It is not impoſſble that 
Efcalus might alſo reſent that the huſband was parti- 
cularly negligent of him; and though he gave many 
intimations of a paſſion towards the wife, the huſband 
either did not ſee them, or put him to the contempt 
of overlooking them. In the mean time {/abella, for 
ſo we ſhall call our. heroine, ſaw his paſſion, and re- 
joiced in it as a foundation for much diverſion, and an 
opportunity of indulging herſelf in the dear delight 
of being admircd, addreſſed to, and flattered, with no 
ill conſequence to her reputation. This Lady 1s of a 
free and diſengaged behaviour, ever in good-humour, 
ſuch as is the image of innocence with thoſe who are 
innocent, and an encouragement to vice with thoſe 
who are abandoned. From this kind of carriage, 
and an apparent approbation of his galantry, Z/calus 
* had frequent opportunities of laying amorous epiſtles 
© in her way, of fixing his eyes attentively upon her 
action, of performing a thouſand little offices which 
© are neglected by the unconcerned, but are ſo man 
approaches towards happineſs with the enamoure 
© ]t was now, as is above hinted, almoſt the end of 
© the ſeventh year of his paſſion, when Eſcalus from ge- 
- © neral terms, and the ambiguous reſpect which crimi- 
© nal lovers retain in their addreſſes, began to bewail 
* that his paſſion grew too violent for him to * any 
| onger 
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longer for his behaviour towards her, and that he 
© hoped ſhe would have conſideration for his long and 


patient reſpect, to excuſe the motions of a heart now 


no longer under the direction of the unhappy owner 
of it. Such for ſome months had been the language 
© of Eſcalus both in his talk and his letters to Lade BD 
© who returned all the profuſion of kind things which 
had been the collection of fifty years with I muſt not 
© bear you you will make me forget that you are a Gentle- 
nan; I would not willingly he you as a friend; and the 
like expreſſions. which the ſkilful interpret to their 
* own advantage, as well knowing that a feeble denial 
© is a modeſt aſſent. I ſhould have told you, that 
Jabella, during the whole 2 of his amour, 
* communicated it to her huſband; and that an ac- 
count of Eſcalu's love was their uſual entertainment 
* after half a day's abſence: 1/abe/la therefore, upon 
her lover's late more open aſſaults, with a ſmile told 
her huſband ſhe could hold out no longer, but that 
* his fate was now come to a crifis, After ſhe had ex- 
' plained herſelf a little farther, with her huſband's 
* approbation ſhe proceeded in the following manner. 
The next time that Z/calus was alone with her, and 
© repeated his imp -rtunity, the crafty Jabella looked 
* on her fan with an air of great attention, as confider- 
ing of what importance ſuch a ſecret was to her; and 
upon the repetition of a warm expreſſion, ſhe looked 
at him with an eye of fondneſs, and told him he was 
* paſt that time of life which could make her fear he 
* would boaſt of a Lady's favour; then turned away her 
head, with a very well ated confuſion, which fa- 
voured the eſcape of the aged E/calus. This adven- 
ture was matter of great pleaſantry to Jabella and her 
* ſpouſe; and they had enjoyed it two days before EX 
* calas could recollect hĩimſelf enough to form the fol- 
* lowing letter. 9 

MabAu, * | pies 
3 W happened the other day, gives me a 
F lively image of the inconſiſtency of human 
paſſions and inclinations. We parſue what we are 
denied, and place our affections on what is abſent, 

F ** though 


« 
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though we neglected it when preſent. As long as you 
« refuſed my love, your refuſal did ſo ſtrongly excite 
« my paſſion, that | had not once the leiſure to think of 
recalling my reaſon to aid me againſt the deſign'upon 
« your virtue. But when that virtue began to comply 
„ in my favour, my reaſon made an effort over my 
lobe, and let me ſee the baſeneſs of my behaviour in 
„attempting a woman of honour, I own fo you, it 
% was not without the moſt violent ſtruggle, that l 
* gained this victory over myſelf; nay, I will confeſ- 
„ my thaine, and acknowledge I could not have pre- 
„ yailed but by flight. However, Madam, | beg that 
you will beheve a moment's weakneſs has not de- 
„ ſtroyed the eſteem 1 had for ' you, which was con- 
„ frmed by ſo many years of obſtitiate virtue You 
«© have reaſon to rejoice that this did not happen with- 
in the obſervation of one of the young fellows, who 
& would have expoſed your weakneſs, and gloried in 
his own brutiſh inclinations, | 
| 2 am, Madam, 1 

Four moſt dewoted humble ſervant. 

* I/abella, with the help of her huſband, returned the 

© following anſwer. 


SIX, 
« Cannot but account _— a very happy wo- 
« man, in having a man for a lover that can write 
«. {6 well, and give ſo good a turn to a diſappdintment. 
«© Another excellence you have above all other preten- 
« ders I ever heard of; on occafions where the molt 
« reaſonable men loſe all their reaſon, you' habe yours 
% moſt powerful. We have each of us to thank bur 
genius that the paſſion of one abated in proportion 
« that of the other grew violent. Does it not yet 
% come into your head to imagine, that I Knew my 
compliance was the greateſt cruelty I could'be guilty 
« of towards you? In return for your long and faithful 
1 paſſion, I muſt let you know that you are old enough 
« to become à little more gravity; but if you will 
leave me and coquet it any where elſe, may your inif- 


. treſs yield. 
1 7k TSABELLA, 


* 
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Quo teneam wultus mutantem Protea nodo ? * 
| Hor. Ep. 1. lib. 1. ver. go. 
What chain can hold this varying Proteus faſt ? ?:? 
Tur. Carne. 
Have endeavoured in the courſe of my papers, to do 
juſtice to the age, and have taken care as much as 
poſſible to keep myſelf a neuter between both 
ſexes. I have neither ſpared the Ladies out of compli- 
ſance, nor the men out of D but notwithſtand- 
ing the great integrity with which l have acted in this 
particular, I find myſelf taxed with an inclination to 
ftvour my owt half of the ſpecies. Whether it be that, 
the women afford a more fruitful field for ſpeculation, 
or whether they run more in my head than the men, I. 


cannot tell, but I ſhall ſet down the charge as it is laid, 
againſt me in the following letter. * 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 
Always make one among a company of young fe- 
g I males, who peruſe your ſpeculations every morn- 
ing I am at preſent commiſſioned by our Whole 
' aſſethbly to let you know, that we fear you are a 
little inclined to be partial towards your own-ſex. We 


that in ſome caſes you have given us our revenge on 
' the men, and done us juſtice. We'could nor eaftly' 
have forgiven-you ſeveral firokes in the dĩſſection of 
the Cocguette's harr, if. ydu had net much about the 
ſame time made a ſacrifice to us of a Beaw's ul. 
Vou may farther, Sir, pleaſe to remember, that not 
long ſince you attacked our heods and commodes in 
ſoch a manner, as, to uſe your own expreflion, made 
very many of us — — yes heads, We 
muſt, thereſore beg leaveito repreſent to you, that we 
LA. ve in hopes, if you would pleaſe to meks a due in- 
© quiry, 


No 319 Thurſday, March 6. | c 
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* quiry, the men in all ages would be found to have 
*- been little leſs whimical in adorning that part, than 
*- ourſelves. The different forms of their wigs, to- 
« gether with the various cocks of their hats, all flatter 
© us in this opmion, a 

* I had an humble ſervant laſt ſummer, who the firſt 
* tumehe declared himſelf was in a full-bottomied wig ; 
© but the day after to my no ſmall ſurpriſe, he accoſted 
me in a thin natural one. | received him at this our 
© ſecond interview, as a perfect ſtranger, hut was ex- 
* tremely confounded, when his ſpeech diſcovered who 


© he was. I reſolved, therefore, to fix his face in my- 


memory for the future; but as I was walking in the 
park the ſame evening, he appeared to me in one of 
* thoſe wigs that | think you call a Night-cap, which 
had altered him more effectually than before. He af- 
* terwards played a couple of black riding wigs upon 
© me, with the ſame ſucceſs; and in ſhort afſumed a 
© new face, almoſt every day in the firſt month of his 
* courtſhip, | | 

21 — aſterwards, that the variety of cocks 
© into which he moulded his hat, had not a little con- 
tributed to his impoſitions upon me. | 


© Yet as if all theſe ways were not ſufficient to diſ- 


© tinguiſh their heads, you muſt doubtleſs, Sir, have 
obierved, that-great numbers of young fellows have, 
for ſeveral months laſt paſt, taken upon them to wear 
« feathers.. | 
We hope, therefore; that theſe may, with as much 

« juſtice, be called Indian Princes, as you have ſtiled a 
woman in a coloured hood an Indian Queen; and 
* that you will in due time, take theſe airy gentlemen 
into conſideration. 
We the more earneſtly beg that you would put a 
* ſtop to this practice, ſince it he already loſt us one of 
the moſt agreeable members of our ſociety, who after 


” 


having refuſed ſeveral good eftates, and two titles, 


* was lured from us laſt week by a mixed feather. 
I am ordered to preſent you the reſpects of our 
whole company, and am, LIED | 
1 t 81 K, your very bumble ſervant, ' 
3 MILL Donis. 
k | Note, 
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Note. The perſon wearing the feather, though our friend 


took him for an officer in the guards, has proved to be an ar- 


rant linen-draper. 


I am not now at leiſure to give my opinion upon the 
hat and feather; however, to wipe off the preſent im- 
utation, and gratify my female correſpondent, I ſhall 
lere print a letter which I lately received from a man of 
mode, who ſeems to have a very extraordinary genius 
in his way. 


SIX, 


© F Preſume I need not inform you, that among men 
« | of dreſs it is a common phraſe to ſay, Mr. Such a 
done has ftruck a bold ſtrote; by which we underſtand, 
© that he is the firſt man who has had courage enough to 
lead up a faſhion. Accordingly, when our tailors take 
© meaſure of us, they always demand whether ave will 
© have à plain ſuit, or ſtrike a bold ſtroke, I think I may 
* without vanity ſay, that I have ſtruck ſome of the bold- 
* eſt and moſt ſucceſsful ſtrokes of any man in Great 
* Britain. I was the firſt that ſtruck the long pocket 
© about two years ſince; I was likewiſe the author of the 
© froſted button, which when I ſaw the town come readi- 
ly into, being reſolved to ſtrike while the iron was hot, 
I produced much about the ſame time the ſcallop flap, 
the knotted cravat, and made a fair puſh for the ſilver- 
* clocked ſtocking, 

A few months after I brought up the modiſh Facket, 
or the coat with cloſe ſleeves. I ftruck this at firſt in 
a plain Dotly; but that failing, I ſtruck it a ſecond time 
in blue camblet; and repeated the ſtroke in ſeveral 
© kinds of cloth, until at laſt it took effect. There are 
* two or three young fellows at the other end of the town, 
* who have always their eye upon me, and anſwer me 
* ſtroke for ſtroke. I was once ſo unwary as to mention 
my fancy in relation to a new-faſhioned Surtout before 
one of theſe Gentlemen, who was diſingenuous enough 
* to ſteal my thought, and by that means prevented my 
intended ſtroke, "> 

have a deſign this ſpring to make very conſide- 
* rable innovations in the wailtcoat; and have already 
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© begun with a Coup d' ſai upon the ſleeves, which has 
© ſucceeded very well. 

I] muſt further inform you, if you will promiſe to 
© encourage or at leaſt to connive at me, that it is my 
« deſign to ſtrike ſuch a ſtroke the beginning of the next 
* month, as ſhall ſurprize the whole town, 

© I do not think it prudent to acquaint you with all 
the particulars of my intended dreſs; but will onl 
tell you as.a ſample of it, that I ſhall very ſpeedily 
appear at White's in a cherry-coloured hat. I took this 
hint from the Ladies hoods, which I look upon as 
the boldeſt ſtroke that ſex has ſtruck for theſe hundred 
years laſt paſt. 


T am, Sir, 
 . your:moſt obedient, moſt humble ſerwant, 
| Will Sprightly. 
I have not time at preſent to make any reflections on 
this letter, but muſt not however omit, that having ſhewn 


it to WILL Honetycons, he deſires to be acquainted 
with the Gentleman who writ it, X 
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non pronuba juno, 


Nen hymeneeus adeft, non illi gratia lecto: 
Eumenides ftravere torum | 
Ovid. Met. lib. 6. ver, 428. 


Nor Hymen, nor the graces here preſide, 

Nor Juno to befriend the blooming bride; 

But fiends with fun'ral brands the proceſs led, 
And furjes waited at the genial bed. CROXAL, 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 
0 O have given many hints in your papers to 
5 the diſadvantage of perſons of your own ſex, 
6 


who lay plots upon women. Among other 


£ hard words you have publiſhed the term Male __ 
. © an 


128. 
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* and been very ſevere upon ſuch as give themfelves the 
liberty of a little dalliance of heart, and playing faſt: 


and looſe, between love and indifference, until perhaps 


an eaſy young girl is reduced to ſighs, dreams and 
tears; and languiſhes away her life for a careleſs cox- 
comb, who looks aſtoniſhed, and wonders at ſuch an 
effect from what in him was all but common civility. 
© Thus you have treated the men who are jirreſolute in 
marriage; but if you defign to be impartial, pray be 
* ſo honeſt as to print the information I now give you, 
aof a certain ſet of women who never coquet for the 
matter, but with an high hand marry whom they 
« pleaſe to whom they pleaſe, As for my part, | ſhould 
not have concerned myſelf with them, but thatl un- 
« derſtand J am pitched upon by them, to be married, 
* againſt my will, to one I never ſaw in my life. It has 
been my misfortune, Sir, very innocently, to rejoice 
in a plentiful fortune, of which | am maſter, to be- 
© ſpeak a fine chariot, to give direction for two or three 
© handſom ſnuff-boxes, and as many ſuits of fine clothes: 
but before any of theſe were ready, I heard reports 
* of my being to be married to two or three differeat 
* young women. Upon my taking notice of it to a 
young Gentleman who is often in my company, he 
told me ſmiling, I was in the inquiſition. You may 
© believe | was not a little ſtartled at what he meant, 
and more ſo when he aſked me if I had beſpoke any 
thing of late that was fine. I told him ſeveral; upon 
* which he produced a deſcription of my perſon, from the 
* tradeſmen whom I had employed, and told me that 
they had certainly informed againſt me. Mr. Spgc- 
* TATOR, Whatever the world may think of me, I am 
more coxcomb than fool, and I grew very inquiſitive 
* upon this head, not a little pleated with the navelty. 
My friend told me, there were a certain ſet of wo- 
men of faſhion, whereof the number of ſix made a 
committee, who ſat thrice a week, under the title of 
* The inquiſition on maids and bachelors. It ſeems, 
whenever there comes ſuch an unthinking gay thing 
* as myſelf. to town, he muſt want all manner of neceſſa- 
* ries, or be put into the inquiſition by the fit tradeſman 
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he employs, They have conſtant intelligence with 
«©. cane-ſhops, perfumers, toymen, coach-makers, and 
china-houſes. From theſe ſeveral places theſe under. 
takers for marriages have as conſtant and regular cor. 
reſpondence, as the funeral-men have with vintners 
and apothecaries. All bachelors are under their im- 
mediate inſpection, and my friend produced to me a 
report given into their board, wherein an old uncle of 
mine who came to town with me, and myſelf, were 
inſerted, and we ſtood thus: the uncle ſmoky, rotten, 
poor; the —_ raw, but no fool, ſound at preſent, 
very rich. My information did not end here, but 
my friend's advices are ſo good, that he could ſhew 
me a copy of the letter ſent to the young Lady who 
is to have me; which I incloſe to you. 


Madam, 


HIS is to let you know, that you are to be mar- 

ried to a beau that comes out on T hur/day fix in 
the evening. Be at the park. You cannot but know 
a virgin fop ; they have a mind to look ſaucy, but are 
out of countenance. The board has denied him to ſeve- 
© ral good families. I wiſh you joy. 


r ©@©2aSS © 


Corinna, 


What makes my correſpondent's caſe the more de- 
plorable, is, that as 1 find by the __ from my cen- 
ſor of marriages, the friend he ſpeaks of is employed 
by the inquiſition to take him in, as the phraſe is. Af- 
ter all that is told him, he has information only of one 
woman that is laid for him, and that the wrong one; 
for the Lady commiſſioners have devoted him to ano- 
ther than the perſon againſt whom they have employed 
their agent his friend to alarm him. The plot is laid 
ſo well about this young Gentleman, that he has no 
friend to retire to, no place to appear in, or part of the 
kingdom to fly into, but he muſt fall into the notice, 
and be ſubject to the power of the inquiſition. They 
have their emiſſaries and ſubſtitutes in all parts of this 
united kingdom. The firſt ſtep they uſually take, is to 

find from a correſpondence, by their meſſengers and 
"Op | Whiſperers, 
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whiſperers, with ſome-domeſtick of the bachelor (who 


is to be hunted into the toils they have laid for him) 


what are his manners, his familiarities, his good qualities 
or vices; not as the good 1n him 1s a recommendation, 
or the ill a diminution, but as they affect or contribute 
to the main inquiry, what eſtate he has in him? When 
this point 1s well reported to the board, they can take 
in a wild roaring fox-hunter, as eaſily as a ſoft, gentle 
young fop of the town. The way 1s to make all places 
unealy to him, but the ſcenes in which they have 
allotted him to act. His brother huntſmen, bottle com- 
panions, his fraternity of fops, ſhall be brought into the 
conſpiracy againſt him. Then this matter is not laid 
in ſo bare - faced a manner before him as to have it in- 
timated, Mrs. Such a one would make him a very pro- 
per wife; but by the force of their correſpondence they 
ſhall make it (as Mr. aller ſaid of the marriage of the 
dwarfs) as impracticable to have any woman beiides her 
they deſign him, as it would have been in Adam to 
have refuſed Eve. The man named by the commiſſion 
for Mrs. Such a one, ſhall neither be in faſhion, nor 
dare ever to appear in company, ſhould he attempt to 
evade their determination, 
he female ſex yholly govern domeſtick life; and 
by this means, when they think fit, they can ſow diſſen- 
ſons between the deareſt friends, nay, make father and 
ſon irreconcilable enemies in ſpite of all the ties of gra- 
titude on one part, and the duty of protection to be paid 
on the other. The Ladies of the inquiſition underſtand 
this perfectly well; and where love is not a motive to a 
man's chooſing one whom they allot, they can with very 
much art, = Fly ſtories to the diſadvantage of his 
honeſty or courage, until the creature js too much diſ- 
pirited to bear up againſt a general ill reception, which 
he every where meets with, and in due time falls into 
their appointed wedlock for ſhelter. I have a long let- 
ter bearing date the fourth inſtant, which gives me a 
large account of the policies of this court;-and find there 
is now. before them a very refractory perſon who has 
eſcaped all their machinations for two years laſt paſt: 
But they have preyented two ſucceſſive matches which 
SR. N 3 | were 
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were of his own inelination, the one by a report that 
his miſtreſs was to be married, and the very day ap- 
pointed, wedding- clothes bought, and all things ready 
for her being given to another; the ſecond time by in, 
ſinuating to all his miſtreſs's friends and acquaintance, 
that he had been falſe to ſeveral other women, and the 
like. The poor man is now reduced to profeſs he de- 
ſigns to lead a ſingle life; but the inquiſition give out to 
all his acquaintance, that nothing 1s intended but the 
Gentleman's own welfare and happineſs. When this is 
urged he talks ſtill more humbly, and protelts he aims 
only at a life without pain or reproach; pleaſure, ho- 
nour, and riches, are things for which he has no taſte, 
But notwithſtanding all this, and what elſe he may defend 
himſelf with, as that the Lady 1s too old or too young, 
of a ſuitable humour, or the quite contrary, and that it 
is impoſſible they can ever do other than wrangle from 
June to January, every body tells him all this is ſpleen, 
and he muſt have a wife; while all the members of the 
inquiſition are unanimous in a certain woman for him, 
and they think they all together are better able to judge, 
than he or any other private perſon whatſoever. 


93 Temple, March 3, 1-11. 
: * OUR Speculation this day on the ſubject of idle- 
a neſs has employed me, ever ſince I read it, in 
* ſorrowful reflexions on my having loitered away the 
* term (or rather the vacation) of ten years in this place, 
and unhappily ſuffered a good chamber and ſtudy to 
lie idle as long, My books (except thoſe I have taken 
to ſleep upon) have been totally neglected, and m 
* Lord Coke and other venerable authors were never 10 
* ſlighted in their lives. I ſpend moſt of the day ata 
neighbouring coffee-houſe, where we have what I may 
* call a lazy club. We generally come in night-gowns, 
* with our ſtockings about our heels, and ſometimes but 
one on. Our ſalutation at entrance is a yawn and a 
© tretth, and then without more ceremony we take our 
place at the lolling table; where our diſcourſe is, what 
* 1 fear you would not read out, therefore ſhall not in- 
* ſert. But J aſſure you, Sir, I heartily lament this lol 


of 
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© of time, and am now reſolved (if poſſible, with dou- 


ble diligence) to retrieve it, being effectually awakened 


© by the arguments of Mr. Slact out of the ſenſeleſs 
© ſtupidity that has ſo long poſſeſſed me. And to demon- 
© ſtrate that penitence accompanies my confeſſion, and 
© conſtancy my reſolutions, I have locked my door for a 
year, and deſire you would let my companions know 
© | am not within, I am with great reſpect, 

Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 
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* 


Nec ſatis eft pulchra ec poemata, Aulcia ſunto. 
Hor. Ars Poet. ver. 99 


'Tis not enough a poem's finely writ; 
It muſt affect and captivate the ſoul. 


HOSE, who know how many volumes have been 
written on the poems of Homer and Virgil, will 
eaſily pardon the length of my diſcourſe upon 

Milton, The Paradiſe Loft is looked upon by the beſt 

judges, as the greateſt production, or at leaſt the nobleſt 
work of genius in our language, and therefore deſerves 
to be ſet before an Exgliſb reader in its full beauty. For 
this reaſon, though I have endeavoured to give a general 
idea of its graces and imperfections in my ſix firſt papers, 

I thought myſelf obliged to beſtow one upon every book 

in particular. The firſt three books | have already diſ- 

patched, and am now entering upon the fourth, I need 
not acquaint my reader that there are multitudes of 
beauties in this great author, eſpecially in the deſcrip- 
tive parts of this poem, which | have not touched upon, 
it being my intention to point out thoſe only, which 
appear to me the moſt exquiſite, or thoſe which are not 
ſo obvious to ordinary readers. Every one that has read 
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the critics who have written upon the Oqſſy, the 1liad, 
and the #neid, knows very well, that though they agree 
in their opinions of the great beauties in thoſe poems, 
they have nevertheleſs each of them diſcovered ſeveral 
maiter-ſtrokes, which have efcaped the obſervation of 
the reſt, In the ſame manner, | queſtion not but any 
writer, who ſhall treat of this ſubje& after me, may find 
ſeveral beauties in Milton, which I have not taken no- 
tice of. I muſt likewiſe obſerve, that as the greateſt 
maſters of critical learning differ among one another, 
as to ſome particular points in an epic poem, I have 
not bound myſelf'ſcrupulouſly to the rules which any 
one of them has laid down upon that art, but have taken 
the liberty ſometimes to join with one, and ſometimes 
with another, and ſometimes to differ from all of them, 
when | have thought that the reaſon of the thing was on 
my fide. 

Ve may conſider the beauties of the fourth book un- 
der three heads. In the firſt are thoſe pictures of ſtill- 
life, which we meet with in the deſcription of Zan, 
Paradiſe, Adam's bower, Oc. In the next are the ma- 
chines, which comprehend the ſpeeches and behaviour 
of the good and bad angels. In the laſt is the con- 
duct of Adam and Ewe, who are the principal actors in 
the poem. 

In the deſcription of Paradiſe, the poet has obſerved 
Ariſtotle's rule of laviſhing all the ornaments of diction 
on the weak unactive parts of the fable, which are not 
ſupported by the beauty of ſentiments and characters. 
Accordingly the reader may obſerve, that the expreſſions 
are more florid and elaborate 1n theſe deſcriptions, than 
in moſt other parts of the poem. I muſt further add, that 
though the drawings of gardens, rivers, rainbows, and 
the like dead pieces of nature are juſtly cenſured in an 
heroic poem, when they run out into an unneceſſary 


length; the deſcription of Paradiſe would have been 


* faulty, had not the poet been very particular in it, not 
only as it is the ſcene of the principal action, but as it is 
requiſite to give us an idea of that happineſs from which 
our firſt parents fell. The plan of it is wonderfully beau- 
tiful, and formed upon the ſhort fetch which we have of 
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it in holy writ. | Milton's exuberance of imagination has 
poured forth ſuch a redundancy of ornaments on this 


' ſeat of happineſs and innocence, that it would be end- 


leſs to point out each particular. 

[| muſt not quit this head, without further ard. = 
that there is ſcarce a ſpeech of Adam or Eve in the whole 
poem, wherein the ſentiments and alluſions are not taken 
from this their delightful habitation. The reader, during 
their whole courſe of action, always finds himſelf in the 
walks of Paradi/e. In ſhort, as the critics have remarked, 
that in thoſe poems wherein ſhepherds are actors, the 
thoughts ought always to take a tincture from the woods, 
fields, and rivers, ſo we may obſerve, that our firſt pa- 
rents ſeldom loſe ſight of their happy ſtation in any 
thing they ſpeak or do; and, if the reader will give me 
leave to uſe the expreſſion, that their thoughts are al- 
ways Paradiſiacal. | | 

We are in the next place to conſider the machines of 
the fourth book. Satan being now within proſpect of 
Eden, and looking round upon the glories of the crea- 
tion, is filled with ſentiments different from thoſe which 
he diſcovered whilit he was in hell. The place inſpires 
him with thoughts more adapted to it: He reflects up- 
on the happy condition from whence he fell, and 2 
forth into a ſpeech that is ſoftened with ſeveral tranſient 
touches of remorſe and ſelf. accuſation: But at length 
he confirms himſelf in impenitence, and in his deſign of 
drawing man into his own ſtate of guilt and miſery. 
This confli& of paſſions. is raiſed with a great deal-of 
art, as the opening of his ſpeech to the ſun is very bold 
and noble, 


O thou that with ſurpaſſing glory crown'd, 
Look'ft from thy ſole dominion like the God 

Of this new world; at whoſe fight all the lars 
Hide their diminiſh'd heads; to thee I call, 

But with no friendly voice; and add thy name 
O ſun ! to tell thee how 1 hate thy beams, 
That bring to my remembrance from what fta'e 
J. Fell, Boæv glorious once above thy ſphere, 
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This ſpeecK is, Ithink, the fineſt that is aſcribed to $a. 
tan in the whole pgem. The evil ſpirit afterwards pro- 


ceeds to make his diſcoveries concerning our firſt parents, 


and to learn after what manner they may be beſt attack- 
ed, His bounding over the walls of Paradiſe; his fitting 
in the ſhape of a cormorant upon the tree of life, which 
ſtood m the center of 1t, and overtopped all the other 
trees of the garden ; his alighting among the herd of 
animals, which are ſo beautifully repreſented as playing 
about Adam and Eve, together with his transforming 
himſelf into different ſhapes, in order to hear their con- 


verſation; are circumſtances that give an agreeable ſur- 


priſe to the reader, and are devifed with great art, to 
connect that ſeries of adventures in which the poet has 
engaged this artificer of fraud, 

The thought of Sarar's transformation into a cormo- 
rant, and placing himſelf on the tree of life, ſeems raiſed 
upon that paſſage in the /;ad, where two deities are de- 
ſcribed, as perching on the top of an oak in the ſhape 
of vultures. 

His planting himſelf at the ear of Eve under the 
form ot a toad, in order to produce vain dreams and 
imaginations, is a circumſtance of the ſame nature; as 
his ftarting up in his own form 1s wonderfully fine, 
b:th in the literal deſcription, and in the moral which 
is concealed under it. His anſwer upon his being dil- 
covered, and demanded to give an account of hitnſelf, 
is conformable to the pride and intrepidity of his cha- 


racter. | | 


Know ye not then, ſaid Satan, filld with ſcorn, 
Know ye not me! ye knew me once no mate 


For you, there ſitting where you durſt net ſoar; 


Met to know me argues yourſelves untnown, 


T he loweſt of your throug—— 


| Zephon's rebuke, with the influence it had on Satan, 
is exquiſſtely graceful and moral. Satan is afterwards 
led away to Gabriel, the chief of the guardian angels, 
who kept watch in Paradiſe. His diſdainful behaviour 


on this occaſion is ſo remarkable a beauty that the moſt 


ordinary reader cannot but take notice of it. Gabriels 
diſcovering 
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diſcovering his approach at a diſtance, is drawn with 
great ſtrength and livelineſs of imagination, 


O friends, J hear the tread of nimble feet 
Haſting this way, and now by glimpſe diſcern 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the ſhade, 

And with them comes a third of regal port, 
But faded ſplendor wan ; who by his gait 
And fierce demeanor ſeems the prince of hell : 
Not likely to part hence without conteſt : 

Stand firm, for in his look defiance low'rs. 


The conference between Gabriel and Satan abounds 
with ſentiments proper for the occaſion, and ſuitable to 
the perſons of the two ſpeakers. Satan clothing him 
ſelf with terror when he prepares ſor the combat is 
truly ſublime, and at leaſt equal to Homer's deſcription 
of Diſcord celebrated by Longinus, or to that of Fame 
in Virgil, who are both repreſented with their feet 
ſtanding upon the earth, and their heads reaching above 
the clouds. 


While thus he ſpake, th' angelick ſquadron bright 
Turn'd fiery red, ſbarp niug in msoned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported ſpears, &c. 

— On th other fide Satan alarm'd, 
Collecting all his might dilated ſtood * 

Lile Tenerift, or Atlas, anremov'd :- 

His ftature reach'd the ſky, and on his creſt 

Sat horror plum” d ; wm 


I muſt here take notice, that Milton is every where full 
of hints and ſometimes literal tranſlations, taking from 
the greateſt of the Greet and Latin poets But this I 
may reſerve for a diſcourſe, by itſelf, becauſe I would 
not break the thread of theſe ſpeculations, that are de- 
ſigned for Engliſb readers, witlr ſuch reflexions as would 
be of no uſe but to the learned, 

I muſt however obſerve in this place, that the breaking 
off the combat between Gabriel and Satan, by the hang- 
ing out of the golden ſcales in heaven, 1s a refinement 
upon Homers thought, who tells us, that before the battle 
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between Hector and Achilles, Jupiter weighed the event of 
it in a pair of ſcales. The reader may ſee the whole 
paſſage in the 22d Thad. 

Virgil, before the laſt deciſive combat, deſcribes Fu- 
piter in the ſame manner, as weighing the fates of Turnu- 
and A#neas. Milton, though he fetched this beautiful 
circumſtance from the 7/iad and A#neid, does not only 
inſert it as a poetical embelliſhment, like the authors 
above-mentioned; but makes an artful uſe of it for the 
proper carrying on of his fable, and for the breaking 
off the combat between the two warriors, who were up- 
on the point of engaging. To this we may further 
add, that Milton is the more juſtified in this paſſage, as 
we find the ſame noble allegory in holy writ, where a 
wicked prince, ſome few hours before he was aſſaulted 
and ſlain, is faid to have been weighed in the ſcales, and 
to have been found wanting. 

Imuſt here take notice, under the head of the machines, 
that Uriel's gliding down to the earth upon a ſun-beam, 
with the poet's device to make him g2/cend, as well in his 
return to the ſun as in his coming from it, is a prettineſs 
that might have been admired in a little fanciful poet, 
but feems below the genius of Milton. The deſcription 
of the hoſt of armed angels walking their nightly round 
in Paradi/e, 1s of another ſpirit. 


So ſaying, on he led his radiant files, 
Dazzling the moon; 


as that account of the hymns which our firſt parents 
uſed to hear them ſing in theſe their midnight walks, is 
altogether divine, and inexpreſſibly amuſing to the ima- 
gination. 

We are, in the laſt place, to conſider the parts which 
Adam and Eve act in the fourth book. The deſcription 
of them, as they firſt appeared to Satan, is exquiſitely 
drawn, and ſufficient to make the fallen angel gaze upon 
them with all that aſtoniſhment, and thoſe emotions of 
envy, in which he 1s repreſented. 


Two of far nobler ſhape ere and tall, 
God-like ers! with native honour clad 


Fu. naked majefty, ſeem'd lords of all; 
And 


N. 
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And worthy ſeem'd: for in their looks divine 

The image of their glorious Maker ſhone, 

Truth, wiſdom, ſanfitude ſevere and pure; 

Severe, but in true filial freedom plac' d. 

For contemplation he and wvalour form'd, 

For ſoftne/s ſhe and feeet attradtive grace; 
„He for God only, ſbe for God in him. 

His fair large frent, and eye ſublime, declar'd 

Abſolute rule; and Hyacinthin locks 

Round from his parted forelock manly hu 

Cluſt'ring, but not beneath his ſhoulders . 

She, as a weil, down to her ſlender waſte 

Her unadorned golden tres wore © 

Di/-fbeveÞ d, but in wanton ringlets wawv'd.. 

So paſi d they nale on, nor ſbun'd the fight 

Of God or angel, for they thought no ill : 

So hand in hand they pajs'd, the lovelieft pair 

That ever fince in love's embraces met. 


There is a fine ſpirit of poetry in the lines which fol- 
low, wherein they are deſcribed as ſitting on a bed of 
flowers by the fide of a fountain, amidfl a mixed afſem- 
bly of animals. 

The ſpeeches of theſe two firft lovers flow equally 
from paſlion and fincerity. The profeſſions they make 
to one another are full of warmth; but at the ſame time 
founded on truth. In a word, they are the galantries 
of Paradi/e. | 


en Adam fir/t of men— 

Sole partner and ſole part of all theſe joys, 

Dearer thy/elf than all; 

But let us ever praiſe him, and extol 

His bounty, following our welightful taſk, 

To prune th ſe growing plants, and tend theſe flow'rs : 

Which were it toilſome, yet with thee were faveet, 

To whom thus Eve rep yd. O thou for whom, 

And from whom I was form'd, fleſh of thy fleſh, 
And without whom am to no end, my guide 

And head, what thou haſt ſaid is juſt and right, 

For wwe to him indeed all praiſes owe, | 


And daily thanks; I chiefly, wvho enjoy 


E 
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So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 
Preeminent by fo much odds, while thou 
Like conſort to thyſelf canſt no where find, &c. 


The remaining part of Eve's ſpeech, in which ſhe gives 


an account of herſeif upon her firſt creation, and the man- 


ner in which ſhe was brought to Adam, is I think as beau- 
tiful a paſſage as any in Mitten, or perhaps in any other 
poet whatſoever. Theſe paſſages are all worked off with 
ſo much art, that they are capable of pleaſing the moſt 
delicate reader, without offending the moſt ſevere. 


T hat day I oft remember, when from ſleep, &c. 


A poet of leſs judgment and invention than this great 
author, would have found it very difficult to have filled 
theſe tender parts of the poem with ſentiments proper 
for a ſtate of innocence; to have deſcribed the warmth 
of love, and the profeſſions of it, without artifice or hy- 

rbole; to have made the man ſpeak the moſt endear- 
ing things, without deſcending from his natural dignity, 
and the woman receiving them without departing from 
the modeſty of her character; in a word, to adjuſt the 
prerogatives of wiſdom and beauty, and make each ap- 
pear to the other in its proper force and belles, 
This mutual ſubordination of the two ſexes is wonder- 
fully kept up in the whole poem, as particularly in the 
ſpeech of Eve | have before mentioned, and upon the 
concluſion of it in the following lines. . 


So ſpake our general mother, and with eyes 
Of conjugal attraction unreprov'd, 
And meek ſurrender, half embracing lean' d 
On our firft father; half her felling breaſt - 
Naked met his under the flowing gold 
Of her looſe treſſes hid; he in delight 

. Both of her beauty and ſubmiſſive charms 

- Smil'd with ſuperior love.: 


The poet adds, that the devil turn'd away with envy 
at the fight of ſo much happineſs. 
We have another view of our firſt parents in their even- 
ing diſcourſes, which is full of pleaſing images and ſen- 


| 4imetits ſuitable to their condition and characters. The 


ſpeech 
4 
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ſpeech of Eve, in particular, is dreſſed up in ſuch a ſoft 


and natural turn of words and ſentiments, as cannot be 


ſufficiently admired. 

I ſhall cloſe my reflections upon this book, with obſerv- 
ing the maſterly tranfition which the poet makes to their 
evening worſhip in the following lines. 2 


Thus at their ſhady lodge, arriv'd, both food, 

Both turn d, and under open ſty, ador'd 

The God that made both ſky, air, earth, and heav'n, 
Which they beheld, the moon's reſplendent globe, 

And ftarry pole: Thou alſo mad'ſt the night, 
Maker omnipotent, and thou the day, G5. 


Moſt of the modern heroic poets have imitated the an- 
cients in beginning a ſpeech without premiſing, that the 
perſon ſaid thus or thus; but as it is eaſy to imitate the 
ancients in the omiſſion of two or three words, it requires 
judgment to do it in ſuch a manner as they ſhall not be 
miſſed, and that the ſpeech may begin naturally without 
them. There is a fine inſtance of this kind out of Ho- 
mer, in the twenty-third chapter of Longinus, 


ET. THE 


nr 


1 


A 


Cademy for politics, Number 305. The regulations 
of it, Cc. ibid. | 
Admiration, ſhort-liv'd, N. 256. 
Age. A comfortable old age, the reward of a well; ſpent 
Yoath, N. 260. 
Agreeable man, who, N. 280. 
Ambition, neverſatisfy d, N. 256, The end of it, N. 255. 
I he effects of it in the mind, N. 256. Subjects us to 
many troubles, N. 257. Ihe true object of a lau- 
dable ambition, 161d. 
Appetites the incumbrances of old age, N. 260. 
Ariſtotle, his definition of an intire action of epic poe- 
try, N. 267. His ſenſe of the greatneſs of the action · 
in a poem; his method of examining an epic poem, 
N. 273. An obſervation of that critic's, ibi One of 
the beſt logicians in the world, N. 291. His divi- 
fion of a poem, N. 297. Another of his obſervati- 
ons, ibid. His obſervation on the fable of an epic 
poem, N. 315. | 
Art of criticiſm, the Spectator's account of that poem, 
N. 253. | 
Adana at preſent void of common ſenſe, N. 290. 
Auguſtus, his requeſt to his friends at his death, N. 317. 


B 


E AU's-head, the diſſection of one, N. 275. 
Beauty in a virtuous woman makes her more vir- 

- tuous, N. 302. | 

Bills of mortality, the uſe of them, N. 289. 

Boccalini, his animadverſions upon critics, N. 201. 

Cæſar, 


oftoloo!s 


"ns 


a, 
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C 


har, (Fulius) a frequent ſaying of his, N. 256. 
Calamities, the merit of ſuffering patiently under 

them, N. 312. 

Camillus, his deportment to his ſon, N. 263. 

Canidia, an antiquated beauty, deſcribed, N. 3or. 

Capacities of children not duly regarded in their edu- 
cation, N, 307. 

Cenſor of marriages, N. 398. 

Charity-Schools, great inſtances of a public ſpirit, N. 
294. 

Was proving incapable of any other ſtudies, became 
a celebrated mathematician, N. 307. | 

Compariſons in Hamer and Milton, defended by Monſi 
Boileau againſt Monſieur Perrault, N. 303, 

Coquette's — diſſected, N. 281. £ 

Coverley (Sir Roger de) his return to town, and converſa- 
tion with the Spectator in Gray's-Inn walks, N. 269. 
His intended generoſity to his widow, N. 295. 

Courtſhip, the pleaſanteſt part of a man's life, N. 261. 

Credit undone with a whiſper, N. 320, 

Criminal love, ſome account of the ſtate of it, N. 274. 

Critic, the qualities requiſite to a good one, N. 291. 


D 


Eath, deaths of eminent perſons, the moſt improv- 
ing paſſages in hiſtory, N. 289, 
Decency, nearly related to virtue, N. 292. 
Decency of behaviour, generally tranſgreſſed, N. 292. 
Delicacy ; the difference | atrue and falſedelicacy, 
N. 286. The ſtandard of it, 7d. 
Dependents, objects of compaſſion, N. 282. 
Diſtreſt Mother, a new tragedy, recommended by the 
Spectator, N. 290. ; 


E 


Ating, drinking and ſleeping, with the generality of 
people, the three important articles of life, N. 3 17. 
Education; whether the education at a public ſchaol, or 
under a private tutor, be to be preferred, N. 313. The 

advantage of a public education, 76:4, 
Elizabeth, 


pe END = x. 


Elizabeth, (Queen) her medal on the defeat of the Sani 


Armada, N. 293. 


% 


* 


Emilia, an excellent woman, her character, N. 302, 
Envy; the abhorrence of envy, a certain note of a great 
mind, N. 253, | | 
Eyes; the prevailing influence of the eye inftanced in 

ſeveral particulars, N. 252. | 


F 


| hr of a drop of water, N. 293. 

J“ Fame, the difficulty of obtaining and preſerving it, 
N. f 5 5: The inconveniences attending the deſire of 
It, bid. | 

Fop, what ſort of perſons deſerve that character, N. 280. 

Fortune often unjuſtly complained of, N. 282. To be 
controlled by nothing but infinite wiſdom, N. 293. 

Fortune-ſtealers, who th 

- 311, Diſtinguiſhed from fortune-hunters, ib. 

Fribblers, who, N. 288. 


G 


* 


Ifts of fortune, more valued than they ought to be, 


N. 294. 
— what form of it the moſt reaſonable, N. 287. 
Gracefulneſs of action, the excellency of it, N. 292. 
Greeks and Romans, the different methods obſerved by 
them in the education of their children, N. 313. 
| 3 
Omer's excellence in the multitude and variety of 
L his characters, N. 273. He degenerates ſometimes 
into burleſque, N. 279. 
Honeycomb (Will) his great inſight into galantry, N. 265. 
His application to rich widows, N. 311. 
Hvods, coloured, a new invention, N. 265. 


5 I | 
Jae (Mrs.) a great pickthank, N. 272. 


Idleneſs, a great diſtemper, N. 316. 
efuits their great ſagacity in diſcovering the talent of a 
young ſtudent, N. 307. 
Indolence an enemy to virtue, N. 306. ; 
Journal, 


ey are that ſet up for ſuch, N.. 


eat 


fa 
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| Jearnal, a week of a deceaſed citizen's Journal preſented 


by Sir Andrew Freeport to the Spectator's club, N. 317. 
The uſe of ſuch a journal, ibid. 


Irus; the great artifice of Irus, N. 264. 


K 


K. the main ſources of it, N. 287. 


L. 


1 Adylove (Bartholomew) his petition to the Spectator, 
| N. 334. | 
Letters to the Spectator; from Mary Heartfree, deſcribing 


the powerful effects of the eye, N. 252. From Bar- 
bara Crabtree, to know if ſhe may not make uſe of a 
cudgel on her ſot of a huſband, 75:4. from a Lawyer 
whoſe wife is a great orator, ibid. from Lydia to Har- 
riot, a Lady newly married, N. 254. Harriot's anſwer, 
ibid. to the SpeFator, from a Gentleman in love with 
a beauty without fortune, ibid., from Ralph Crotchet 
for a Theatre of Eaſe to be erected, N. 258. from Mr. 
Clayton, &c. ibid, from Tack Afterday, an old bachelor, 
who is grown dead to all other pleaſures but that of 
being worth 50,0007. N. 260. from a lover, with an 
incloſed letter to his humourſome miſtreſs, ibid. from 
a father drſcourfing on the relative duties betwixt pa- 
rents and their children, N. 263. from a mother to her 
undutiful ſon, 76:4, the Son's anſwer, ibid. to the Spec- 
tator, from Richard Eftcourt, with one incloſed from 
Sir Roger de Coverley, N. 264. from James Eaſy, who 
had his noſe abuſed in the pit, N. 268, from A. B. on 
the mercenary views of perſons when they marry, ibid. 
from Anthony Gape, who had the misfortune to run his 
noſe againſt a poſt, while he was ſtaring at a beauty, 
ibid, from —— about the new hand hoods, rid. 
from one at Oxferd in love with Patetia, ibid. from Tom 
T rippit, on a Greek quotation in a former Spe&ator, N. 
271. from C. D. on Sir Roger's return to town, ibid. 
from 8. T. who has a Show in a box of a man, a wo- 


man, and a horſe, %% d. from Cleanthes, complaining of 


Mrs, Zane, an old maid, and a pickthank, N. 272. 
from—with an incloſed letter from a bawd to a noble 
5 * Lord, 
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Lord, N. 274, from Frapk Courtly, reproving the Spe- 
tator for ſome freedoms he had taken, N. 276. from 
Celia, incenſed at a Gentleman, who had named the 
words lufty Fellgww in her preſence, ibid, from Pucella, 
kept by an old bachelor, ibid. from Hezekiah Broad. 
brim, Sontag the Spectator for not keeping his word, 
ibid. from Teraminta on the arrival of a madamoiſelle 
completely dreſſed from Paris, N. 277. from Betty 
Cre/s-ftitch the owner of madamoiſelle, ibid. from a 
ſhop-keeper whoſe wife is too learned for him, N. 278. 
from Flerinda, who writes for the Spectator's advice 
in the choice of a huſband, after ſhe is married, 101d. 
from Clayten, &c. on the ſame ſubje with their former 


letter, % from Jenny Simper, complaining of the 


clerk of the pariſh who has overdeckt the church with 
greens, N. 282. from the clerk. in his own juſliica- 
tion, N. 284. from concerning falſe delicacy, N. 
286. from Philobrune of Cambridge, inquiring which is 
the moſt beautiful, a fair or a brown con plexion, ibid. 
from Melainia on Male Jilis, N. 288. from Peter Mor- 
reux, who from an author is turned dealer, id. from 


George Pawel who is to 1851 the part of Oreſtes, in a new 


tragedy called The Di Mother, 290. from Sophia, 
to know if the Gentleman ſhe ſaw in the park with a 
ſhort face was the Spectator, ibid. The Spectator's an- 
ſwer, ibid. To the Spectator from Jezebel a woman poor 
and proud, N. 292. from Joſiah Frivble. on pin-money, 
N. 295. from J. M. adviſing the Spectator to prefix no 
more Greek mottoes to his papers, N. 296. from Aurelia 
Carele/s, concerning the uſe of the window in a beau- 
tiful Lady, 74:4. from Euphues deſiring the Spectater's 
advice, ibid. from Suſaanah Lowebane, againſt lam- 
pooners, ibid. from Charity Freft, ibid. from JohnT rot, 
ibid. from Chaſtity Loveworth, on the general notion 
men have of the other ſex, N. 299, from Sir Jobn En- 
wille, married to a woman of quality, N. 299. from 
Su/ſannahb- Loveworth, on the behaviour of. married 


people before company, N. 300. from Philanthrefos, 


on the terms of converſation with the Fair Sex, 2614. 
from Miranda on valetudinary friendſhip, ibid. from 
D. & thanking the Spectator tor his criticiſm on Mil- 


ton, 
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ton, ibid. to Chloe from her lover, giving her an ac- 


count of his dreams, N. 301, from Clitander, a ſilent 


lover, N. 304. from Partheniſſa, whoſe face is damaged 
by the ſmall-pox, N. 306. from Corinna to Amilcar, 
on the ſame occaſion, i. Amilcar's anſwer, ibid. from 
— on the education of children, N. 307. from Mules 
Palfrey, with a project for the. better regulating of 
matches, N. 308. from atradeſman married toa woman 
of quality, ibid. from Reader Gentle on a new paper 
called The Hiſtorian, ibid. from Elizabeth Sweepſtakes 
complaining of John Trot the Dancer, ibid. from Biddy 
Dougblale, who having been bid to Iove cannot un- 
love, N. 31c. from Dick Lowefick in love with a Lady, 
whoſe fortune will not pay off his debts, by 500 J. ibid. 
from a diſcarded lover, with a letter to him from his 
miſtreſs, and his anſwer, ibid. from Philanthropos, on 
a tale bearer, ibid. from Tim Watchawell, on fortune- 
ſtealers, N. 311. from J. O. on the expreſſions uſed 
by ſeveral of the clergy in their prayers before ſermon, 
N. 412. from— containing, further thoughts on edu- 
cation, N. 313. from Bob Harmle/5, complaining of his 
miſtreſs, N. 314. from John Trot, defiring the Specta- 
tor's advice, ibid. from Toby Rentfree, with a complaint 
againſt Signior Nicolini, ibid. from M. V. on the edu- 
cation of young gentlewomen, z6id. from Samuel Slack 
on idleneſs, N. 316. from Cl:tander to Clone, ibia' to 
the Spect᷑ator, with an account of the amours of E/calus 
an old beau, N. 3 18. from Dorinda complaining of the 
Spectator's partiality, N. 319, from Will Sprightly, a 
man of mode, concerning faſhions, ibid, from com- 
Prams of a female court called the ingui/ition on maids 
and bachelors, N. 320, The power and management 
of this inquiſition, 76id. from N. B. a member of the 
lazy club, bid. 

Liberality, wherein the decency of it conſiſts, N. 292. 

Liberty of the people when belt preſerved, N. 287. 

Liddy (Miſs) the difference betwixt her temper and that 
olf her ſiſter Martha, and the reaſons of it, N. 396. 
Life, we are in this life nothing more than paſſengers, N, 

289, !1luſtrated by a ſtory of a travelling dervile, ibid. 

The three important articles of it, N, 317. 


MALE 
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EW M 
M Jilts, who, N. 288. 


| Man. Men differ from one another as much in 
ſentiments as features, N. 264, Their corruption in 
general, 761d. 
Marriage. Thoſe marriages the moſt happy, that are 
preceded by a long courtſhip, N. 261. Unhappy ones, 
from whence proceeding, N. 268. 
Merit, no judgment to be formed of it from ſucceſs, N. 


293. 

Milton's Paradiſe Loft. The Spectator's criticiſm, and ob- 
ſervations on that poem, N. 267, 273, 279, 285, 291, 
297, 3zoz, 309, 315, 321. His ſubject conformable to 

the talents of which he was maſter, N. 3 15. His fable, 
a maſter- piece, 76:4. 
Moderation a great virtue, N. 312, 
O 


Utrageouſly virtuous, what women fo called, N. 


266. - 
Arents too mercenary in the diſpoſal of their children 
in marriage, N. 304. Too ſparing in their encou- 


children, N. 313. | 

Paſſions, the uſe of them, N. 255. 

Pedants in breeding, as well as learning, N. 286. 

Petticoat politicians, a ſeminary to be eſtabliſhed in 
France, N. 305. : 

Pin-money condemned, N, 295: 

Poems. Epic poem, the chief things to be conſidered in 
it, N. 267. | ; 1 

Poets. Bad poets given to envy and detraction, N. 253. 
The chief qualification of a good poet, N. 314. 

Polycarpus, a man beloved by every body, N. 280. 

Power deſpotic, an unanſwerable argument againſt it, 
N. 287. a - 

'Prudence, the influence it has on our good or ill fortune 
in the world, N, 293. 


Helis, kis device, N. 283. 
Recreation, the neceſſity of it, N. 258. 


Rich. 


ragement to maſters for the well educating of their 
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Rich. To be rich, the way to pleaſe, N. 280. The ad- 
vantages of being rich, N. 283. The art of growing 
rich, ibid. The proper uſe of riches, N. 294. 

Richlieu, Cardinal, his politics made France the terror of 
Europe, N. 305. 8 


Alutation, ſubject to great enormities, N. 259. 
Scaramouch, an expedient of his at Paris, N. 283. 
School-Maſters, the ignorance and undiſcerning of the 

generality of them, N. 313. 

Scornful Lady, the Spectator's obſervations at that play, 
N. 270. | | | 

Sherlock Dr.) the reaſon his diſcourſe of death hath been 
ſo much peruſed, N. 289. 

Slavery, what kind of government the moſt removed 
from it, N. 287. . 

Smithfield Bargain, in marriage, the inhumanity of it, 
N. 304. | 7 

Snape (Dr.) a quotation from his charity ſermon, N. 294. 

Solitude. Few perſons capable of a religious, learned, or 
philoſophic ſolitude, N. 264. 

Spartans, the method uſed by them in the education of 
their children, N. 307. 

Spectator, (the) hisgaverſion to fellows, and the 
reaſon of it, N, 261. His acknowledgments to the 
public, N. 262. His advice to the Britifh Ladies, N. 
265, His adventure with a woman of the town, N, 
266, His deſcription of a French puppet newly ar- 
rived, N. 277. His opinion of our form of govern- 

ment and religion, 'N. 287. Sometimes taken for a 
pariſh ſexton, and why, N. 289. | | 

Starch political, its uſe, N..305. | 

Stroke, to ſtrike a bold ane, what meant by it, N. 319. 


Hemiftocles, his anſwer to a queſtion relating to the 
marrying his daughter, N. 311, 
Time, how the time we live ought to be computed, N, 
316, 1 
Title-Page (Anthony) his petition to the Spectaror, N. 304. 
Trade, the moſt likely — to make a man's — 
fortune, N. 283. 
Virgil, 


— 
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Irgil, wherein ſhort of Homer, N. 273. | 
Virtue, when the ſincerity of it may reaſonably 


| WE. | 
WF: and doves in public, who, N. 300. 
' Widows, the great game of fortune hunters, N. 
Woman, a definition of woman by one of the fathers, 
N. 265. the general depravity of the inferior part of the 
ſex, N. 274. they wholly govern domeſtick life, N, 
320. 8 


7 be End of the Fourth Volume. 


